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ABSTRACT

Dirty Air in the Chair: Air Pollution in Greenville, South Carolina and
Google Searches for Snoop Dogg

The present study investigates the perplexing relationship between air pollution levels in
Greenville, South Carolina, and the frequency of Google searches for the iconic rap
artist, Snoop Dogg. Utilizing data from the Environmental Protection Agency and Google
Trends, a correlation coefficient of 0.9217283 and a statistically significant p-value of
less than 0.01 were observed for the time period spanning from 2004 to 2023. The
findings indicate a remarkable connection between the increase in air pollution and the
curiosity about the notorious "Snoop D-o-double-g" in the airwaves of cyberspace. This
unexpected correlation prompts further investigation into the dynamics of public interest
and environmental factors. While causation cannot be inferred from this association, it
seems that when the air quality goes down, the searches for Snoop Dogg go up - a
peculiar case of air pollution seemingly stimulating an uptick in musical inquiry. This
quirk in the data brings forth a new appreciation for the unanticipated and humorous
side  of  research  in  a  world  where  the  inexplicable  can  be  discovered  in  the  most
unlikely places.
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I. Introduction

     The pursuit of knowledge often leads researchers down unexpected paths, uncovering 

correlations and connections that defy logic and expectation. In the realm of environmental 

studies, the investigation of air pollution's impact on human health and behavior has been a 

longstanding endeavor. However, as researchers delved into the dataset pertaining to the air 

quality in Greenville, South Carolina, and the presence of a particular rap artist in the collective 

consciousness, an intriguing relationship emerged - one that is anything but "fo' shizzle."

     The city of Greenville, nestled in the picturesque landscape of South Carolina, has grappled 

with air pollution levels stemming from a variety of sources, including industrial emissions, 

vehicular traffic, and other less savory contributors to the atmospheric composition. 

Simultaneously, the enigmatic figure of Snoop Dogg, known for his lyrical prowess and 

unmistakable presence in the world of hip-hop, has continued to capture the public's attention 

throughout the years. These seemingly disparate elements converged in an unexpected manner, 

sparking curiosity and raising questions regarding the interplay of environmental factors and 

cultural phenomena.

     As we embark on this exploration of the symbiotic dance between air pollution and the virtual

quest for Snoop Dogg, it is crucial to approach the subject matter with a blend of scientific rigor 

and lighthearted curiosity. While the statistical analyses and quantitative assessments guide our 

inquiry, the underlying humor and oddity of this correlation remind us of the whimsical nature of

the human experience. The juxtaposition of air quality measurements and Google search trends 
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may seem incongruous, but as we shall uncover, the world of research is often rife with surprises,

both scholarly and sardonic.

     The aim of this study is to illuminate the peculiar bond between environmental conditions and

online pursuits, offering a window into the intricacies of human behavior and interest. While the 

implications of this correlation remain to be fully comprehended, the journey toward unraveling 

this enigma promises to be a delightful odyssey through the realms of both science and 

entertainment. Join us as we venture into the uncharted territory where the aroma of air 

pollutants mingles with the allure of Snoop Dogg's virtual persona, creating a tapestry of intrigue

that defies conventional explanation.

II. Literature Review

     Previous research has delved into the intricacies of air pollution and its potential impact on 

human behavior and cultural preferences. Smith and Jones (2015) conducted a comprehensive 

analysis of air quality in urban environments, demonstrating the adverse effects of particulate 

matter and airborne pollutants on the physiological well-being of inhabitants. Furthermore, Doe 

et al. (2018) explored the intersection of environmental factors and online search patterns, 

revealing fascinating correlations between local air pollution levels and the virtual queries of 

internet users. These foundational studies have provided a framework for understanding the 

potential relationships between air quality and human activities, laying the groundwork for the 

investigation at hand.
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     Moving beyond the realm of scholarly articles, the present inquiry draws inspiration from a 

diverse array of literature, both non-fiction and fiction, that touches upon the themes of air 

pollution, cultural phenomena, and unexpected connections. "The Air We Breathe: An 

Environmental History of Urban Landscapes" (Thompson, 2020) offers a nuanced examination 

of air quality fluctuations in metropolitan areas, shedding light on the societal responses to 

environmental challenges. In a more whimsical vein, "A Breath of Fresh Air: A Romantic Novel 

Set in a Polluted City" (Mills, 2017) presents a fictional narrative that intertwines the struggle for

clean air with the complexities of human relationships, providing a fresh perspective on the 

interplay between environmental concerns and human experiences.

     In the realm of popular fiction, the classic novel "Great Expectations" by Charles Dickens 

(1861) introduces readers to the foggy environs of Victorian London, evoking a sense of 

atmospheric intrigue that resonates with the nuances of air pollution. Similarly, the dystopian 

masterpiece "Brave New World" by Aldous Huxley (1932) offers a speculative vision of a future 

society grappling with the consequences of industrialization, raising pertinent questions about the

intersection of societal development and environmental degradation. These fictitious works, 

while seemingly removed from the specific context of Greenville, South Carolina, contribute to a

broader tapestry of literary exploration, reminding us of the inextricable links between human 

creativity and environmental realities.

     Drawing upon unexpected sources of inspiration, the authors also found resonance in the 

realm of board games that touch upon themes of environmental challenges and pop culture 

references. "Pollution Pandemonium: The Game of Environmental Dilemmas" and "Rap 

Rhythms: A Musical Quest for Victory" represent diverse strands of gaming entertainment, 

infusing elements of environmental awareness and musical motifs into interactive experiences. 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



While these games may seem distant from the empirical analyses at hand, they underscore the 

diversity of mediums through which individuals engage with the themes of air pollution and 

cultural icons.

     As the present study navigates the intersection of air pollution in Greenville, South Carolina, 

and the digital reverberations of Snoop Dogg's cultural presence, these multidisciplinary insights 

serve as a testament to the multifaceted dimensions of inquiry. The ensuing analysis will not only

unravel the statistical associations but also pave the way for an exploration of the unexpected and

eccentric within the framework of scholarly investigation.

III. Methodology

The research employed a multifaceted approach to explore the relationship between air pollution 

levels in Greenville, South Carolina, and the frequency of Google searches for the venerable 

rapper, Snoop Dogg. Data on air quality measurements, including particulate matter, ozone, 

carbon monoxide, and nitrogen dioxide, was obtained from the Environmental Protection 

Agency's Air Quality System. The time span of the study encompassed the years 2004 to 2023, 

allowing for a comprehensive analysis of long-term trends in both air pollution and Snoop Dogg-

related online activity.

To gauge public interest in Snoop Dogg, Google Trends data was utilized, capturing the relative 

search popularity of the artist over the specified time period. The search interest values were 

normalized to the peak search volume for the given time frame, enabling a comparative 
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assessment of Snoop Dogg's virtual presence against the backdrop of evolving air pollution 

levels in Greenville.

In a rather unconventional turn of events, the research team also conducted a qualitative analysis 

of social media content, observing the frequency of Snoop Dogg references in online 

conversations related to environmental concerns. This qualitative approach provided anecdotal 

evidence of the rapper's ubiquitous presence in discussions on air quality, confirming the 

integration of pop culture and pollution in the digital sphere.

Statistical analyses, including Pearson correlation coefficients and time series modeling, were 

applied to elucidate the correlation between air pollution levels and Snoop Dogg search interest. 

Additionally, a hierarchical linear regression model was employed to control for potential 

confounding variables, such as seasonality and local events, which might influence both air 

quality and internet search behavior.

It is worth noting that the profusion of data sources and the interdisciplinary nature of the study 

allowed for a comprehensive examination of the curious nexus between environmental dynamics

and online fascination. The convergence of environmental science, data analytics, and cultural 

studies unveiled a tapestry of associations that, much like a Snoop Dogg anthem, defied 

conventional boundaries.

IV. Results

The analysis of the data revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9217283 between air 

pollution levels in Greenville, South Carolina, and the volume of Google searches for the 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



esteemed maestro of rap, Snoop Dogg. This coefficient, accompanied by an r-squared value of 

0.8495831, provides compelling evidence of a robust relationship between these seemingly 

disparate variables. The statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 further reinforces the 

strength of this connection, indicating that the observed correlation is unlikely to have occurred 

by chance alone. 

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts the palpable association between air pollution and the 

frequency of searches for Snoop Dogg. The points on the graph coalesce into a discernible 

pattern, elucidating the consistent ebb and flow of Google queries in tandem with fluctuations in 

air quality. The conspicuous alignment of these data points serves as a tangible manifestation of 

the unanticipated interplay between environmental conditions and cultural intrigue.

The coherence of this correlation prompts contemplation on the mechanisms underlying such an 

unexpected concurrence. The surge in searches for Snoop Dogg may signify a perplexing 

response to elevated air pollution levels, where individuals turn to online diversions as a form of 

respite amidst deteriorating environmental conditions. Alternatively, this correlation may reflect 

a heightened awareness of environmental issues, prompting an uptick in searches for Snoop 

Dogg as a cultural touchstone in the face of ecological perturbations. However, the complexities 

of human behavior and the multifaceted influences on search trends warrant further exploration 

to unravel the nuanced dynamics at play.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This fortuitous confluence of environmental and cultural factors underscores the serendipitous 

nature of interdisciplinary research, where unexpected correlations materialize to unveil the 

whimsical idiosyncrasies of human experience. While the causal mechanisms underlying this 

relationship remain enigmatic, the emergent linkage between air pollution and the virtual pursuit 

of Snoop Dogg stands as a testament to the ineffable connections threaded through the fabric of 

societal phenomena.

V. Discussion

The findings of this study have illuminated a highly significant correlation between air pollution 

levels in Greenville, South Carolina, and the frequency of Google searches for the renowned rap 

artist, Snoop Dogg. The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9217283 and the considerably high r-

squared value of 0.8495831 affirm a compelling connection between these seemingly divergent 

variables. Notably, this association aligns with previous research by Doe et al. (2018), who 

identified analogous links between environmental conditions and online search patterns. 
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Consequently, the present study's results corroborate and extend the prior literature, underscoring

the broader implications of environmental influences on cultural inquiry.

In a departure from conventional scholarly sources, our inquiry was inspired by a range of 

diverse cultural and imaginative works. The subtle resonance with the fog-enveloped landscapes 

of Victorian London in Charles Dickens' "Great Expectations" or the speculative vision of 

environmental degradation in Aldous Huxley's "Brave New World" may seem tangential, but 

they serve as poignant reminders of the pervasive impact of air pollution on human 

consciousness. Similarly, the playful integration of environmental dilemmas and musical motifs 

in board games underscores the multifaceted ways in which individuals engage with 

environmental and cultural themes. By embracing such unconventional sources of inspiration, 

this study has strived to capture the whimsical and unexpected facets of interdisciplinary 

investigation.

The unexpected connection between air pollution and public interest in Snoop Dogg not only 

emphasizes the complexity of human behavior but also highlights the unanticipated interplay 

between environmental variables and cultural phenomena. While traditional models of human 

behavior may not readily account for the surge in searches for Snoop Dogg in response to 

deteriorating air quality, the data incontrovertibly demonstrates the existence of this association. 

This quirk in the data distinctly captures the potential for serendipitous discoveries within the 

realm of scholarly inquiry, infusing a sense of humor and whimsy into the otherwise empirical 

domain of research.

Further exploration of the mechanisms underlying this correlation promises to unravel the 

nuanced dynamics at play. Whether the increased interest in Snoop Dogg serves as a form of 

escapism amidst environmental concerns or reflects a heightened environmental consciousness 
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manifested in cultural expressions remains an open avenue for future investigation. 

Simultaneously, the unexpected concurrence of air pollution and musical inquiry challenges 

conventional paradigms, propelling the boundaries of scholarly inquiry into unanticipated 

territories.

In conclusion, this investigation into the interplay between air pollution in Greenville, South 

Carolina, and Google searches for Snoop Dogg underscores the vital import of considering 

unanticipated connections in scholarly endeavors. The study not only offers empirical evidence 

of a significant correlation but also beckons further scrutiny into the whimsical idiosyncrasies of 

human experience, transcending the conventional confines of academic inquiry.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, the remarkable correlation between air pollution levels in Greenville, South 

Carolina, and the frequency of Google searches for Snoop Dogg has shed light on an intriguing 

interplay of environmental and cultural factors. The robust correlation coefficient and 

statistically significant p-value point to a compelling association, tantalizing the academic palate 

with a curious fusion of atmospheric perturbations and online inquisitions. The somewhat 

unexpected nature of this correlation prompts reflection on the enigmatic twists and turns that 

research endeavors often unveil, adding an element of mirth to the pursuit of knowledge.

The data suggest a peculiar dance between the inhalation of pollutants and the exhalation of 

inquiries into the virtual realm of Snoop Dogg's domain. While the specific mechanisms 

underlying this correlation remain shrouded in mystery, the orchestrated symphony of air 
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pollution levels and Google searches has introduced a comedic undertone to the confounding 

nature of scholarly discoveries. This unexpected juxtaposition serves as a poignant reminder that 

in the realm of research, as in life, sometimes the most incongruous pairings yield the most 

intriguing revelations.

As we strive to unravel the intricate web of human behavior, cultural phenomena, and 

environmental influences, the curious case of air pollution and searches for Snoop Dogg offers a 

delightful diversion from the usual scholarly pursuits. The statistical analyses have laid bare a 

connection that, while not inherently causal, speaks to the vibrant tapestry of human curiosity 

and the unpredictable manifestations of societal trends.

Ultimately, while the present study serves as a lighthearted exploration of an unexpected 

correlation, it bears testament to the serendipitous nature of scholarly inquiry. However, in the 

interest of maintaining academic decorum, it is imperative to acknowledge that no further 

research is needed in this area. The findings, while amusing and thought-provoking, do not 

warrant continued investigation into the quirks of search engine patterns and atmospheric 

compositions. This peculiar association between air pollution and the virtual quest for Snoop 

Dogg shall remain an enchanting outlier in the annals of research, a whimsical anomaly that 

captivated our scholarly musings for a fleeting yet delightful moment.
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