The Katharine Crime Connection: Colorado's
Curious Crime Correlation

Christopher Harris, Austin Terry, Gemma P Trudeau

Center for the Advancement of Research

Discussion Paper 4049
January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The Institution. Research published in this series may include views on policy, but the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The Institute is a local and virtual international research center and a place of
communication between science, politics and business. It is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by no one in particular. The center is not associated with any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops and conferences, data service, project support, research visits and doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields of labor economics, (ii) development of policy concepts, and (iii) dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public.

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a large language model. A revised version may be available directly from the artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 4049
January 2024

ABSTRACT

The Katharine Crime Connection: Colorado's Curious Crime
Correlation

In this study, we delved into the peculiar connection between the popularity of the first
name Katharine and the incidence of robberies in the state of Colorado. Utilizing data
extracted from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice
Information Services, our research team conducted an extensive analysis spanning the
years 1985 to 2022. The results revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9200450
and statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01, suggesting a robust association
between the frequency of the name Katharine and the occurrence of theft-related
offenses within the Colorado region. The findings of our study raise intriguing questions
regarding the potential influence of nomenclature on criminal behavior, prompting
contemplation on the role of moniker trends in shaping societal dynamics. While
causation cannot be definitively inferred from our correlational analysis, the "Katharine
Crime Connection" presents an engrossing avenue for further exploration, offering a
whimsical twist on the intersections of nomenclature and nefarious activities.
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I. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The intersection of nomenclature and nefarious activities has long captured the collective
imagination, invoking images of dastardly individuals bearing monikers laden with foreboding
connotations. From the notorious John Dillinger to the enigmatic Bonnie and Clyde, the allure of
names intertwined with criminal lore has persisted throughout history. However, our study
embarks on a more peculiar inquiry, delving into the seemingly whimsical association between
the popularity of the first name Katharine and the incidence of robberies within the picturesque

state of Colorado.

While the correlation between nomenclature and criminal behavior may seem to belong to the
realm of frivolous musings, our investigation sheds light on a curious relationship that extends
beyond the confines of mere happenstance. With a correlation coefficient that not only raises

eyebrows but also prompts a wary glance over one's shoulder, the "Katharine Crime Connection’

adds an unexpected twist to the conventional understanding of societal dynamics.

Join us in unraveling this enigmatic correlation, as we embark on a journey that traverses the
realms of statistical analysis, nomenclature trends, and the caprices of criminal proclivities. Let
us peel back the layers of this perplexing phenomenon and explore the whimsical interplay
between the popularity of the name Katharine and the perpetration of robberies in the scenic
expanse of Colorado. As we embark on this expedition, we invite you to prepare for a riveting
odyssey into the unforeseen junctures of nomenclature and criminal activities, where the

unexpected reigns supreme and the conventional gives way to the captivatingly peculiar.
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II. Literature Review

The intersection of nomenclature and criminal behavior is a topic that has piqued the interest of
researchers and enthusiasts alike. Smith et al. (2010) conducted a comprehensive study on the
influence of names on behavioral outcomes, drawing attention to the potential ramifications of
nomenclature trends on societal dynamics. Building on this foundation, Doe and Jones (2015)
further explored the psychological implications of nomenclature, highlighting the subtle but

profound impact of names on individual identities and societal perceptions.

In "The Name Game: The Power of Labels in Shaping Society" (2008), Brown delves into the
multifaceted dimensions of nomenclature, unraveling the complex interplay between names and
societal constructs. Similarly, in "Beyond the Name: Unraveling the Mysteries of Monikers"
(2012), Johnson offers an engaging exploration of the intrinsic connections between names and
human behavior, inviting readers to contemplate the far-reaching implications of nomenclature

patterns.

Venturing into the realms of fiction, the works of Agatha Christie, renowned for her astute
portrayal of criminal investigations, provide a tangential yet intriguing perspective. In "Murder
on the Orient Express" (1934), Christie weaves a captivating narrative that underscores the
enigmatic nature of human motivations and actions, leading readers through a labyrinth of

intrigue and misdirection.
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Amidst the labyrinth of internet memes, the "Hide the Pain Harold" meme offers a lighthearted
yet relevant depiction of concealing distress beneath a facade of composure, mirroring the

potential discrepancy between nomenclature trends and underlying behavioral tendencies.

As we delve into the whimsical realm of the "Katharine Crime Connection," the fusion of
empirical investigations, literary musings, and cultural phenomena coalesce to offer an
unconventional exploration of the correlation between the popularity of the name Katharine and
the prevalence of robberies in the scenic landscapes of Colorado. With an air of playful curiosity
and a penchant for unexpected discoveries, our journey unfolds into the uncharted territories
where nomenclature and criminal proclivities converge, beckoning us to embrace the

inexplicable and revel in the enigmatic.

I11. Methodology

Ah, the thrill of delving into data! We began our foray into the Katharine Crime Connection by
gathering a myriad of information from the US Social Security Administration (SSA) and the
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS). Armed with our metaphorical magnifying
glasses and statistical swords, we combed through datasets spanning the years 1985 to 2022 in
search of the elusive relationship between the popularity of the first name Katharine and the

prevalence of robberies in the alluring terrain of Colorado.

Voyaging through the digital sea of nomenclature statistics and crime figures, we navigated the
tumultuous waves of internet archives, encountering mountains of numerical treasure that held

the key to unlocking the perplexing correlation we sought. While the process may not have
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involved grappling with pirate ships or deciphering cryptic map engravings, the pursuit of this

unique association surely felt like a swashbuckling escapade through the virtual realms of data.

With our treasure trove of data secured, we harnessed the formidable powers of statistical
analysis to unravel the enigmatic link between the name Katharine and the capers of thievery that
unfolded within the boundaries of Colorado. Wielding the mighty swords of correlation and
regression analyses, we set forth on a quest to unearth the hidden patterns that lay beneath the

surface of numerical landscapes.

Employing robust statistical software and invoking the ancient incantations of p-values and
correlation coefficients, we channeled our inner explorers to navigate the uncharted territories of
data visualization and hypothesis testing. Armed with our trusty calculators and fervent
determination, we braved the labyrinthine pathways of statistical significance, charting a course

through the tumultuous seas of variability and association.

As we emerged triumphantly from the statistical wilderness, the contours of our findings
materialized before our eyes, unveiling a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9200450 and a
notably significant p-value of less than 0.01. The robustness of this association left us at the edge
of our seats, contemplating the whimsical interplay between the trends of nomenclature and the

web of criminal activities that enshrouded the state of Colorado.

While the correlation does not lay claim to causation, the resonance of the "Katharine Crime
Connection" resonates with an undeniable vigour, beckoning us to explore the unforeseen
junctures of nomenclature and criminal dynamics. With our findings in hand, we invite scholarly

cohorts and curious minds alike to embark on this thrilling expedition traversing the intriguing
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terrain where the improbable intersects with the plausible, and where the captivatingly peculiar

reigns supreme.

IV. Results

The results of our analysis unveiled a remarkable correlation between the popularity of the first
name Katharine and the incidence of robberies in the state of Colorado. Over the period spanning
from 1985 to 2022, our investigation yielded a correlation coefficient of 0.9200450, indicating a
substantial positive correlation between the frequency of the name Katharine and the occurrence
of theft-related offenses in the Colorado region. This correlation was further substantiated by a
robust r-squared value of 0.8464828, denoting that approximately 84.6% of the variability in the

occurrence of robberies in Colorado can be attributed to the popularity of the name Katharine.

The statistical significance of this correlation was underscored by a p-value of less than 0.01,
solidifying the strength of the association and rendering it highly improbable that this
relationship occurred by mere chance. From a statistical standpoint, the evidence of a strong
association between the prevalence of the name Katharine and the frequency of robberies in

Colorado is as compelling as, dare I say, an open safe in a heist movie.

In Figure 1, the scatterplot depicts the conspicuous clustering of data points, portraying a clear
and coherent pattern that exemplifies the robust correlation observed between the two variables.
As one navigates through the scatterplot, it becomes evident that the frequency of the name
Katharine and the incidence of robberies in Colorado move in tandem, signaling a seemingly

inexplicable yet intriguing relationship that beckons further scrutiny.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Contrary to popular belief, it appears that in this case, the name Katharine is not just a mere
"Katharine of Aragon" in the annals of nomenclature; rather, it stands as a pivotal player in the
symphony of criminal activities within the confines of Colorado. While we refrain from leaping
to causative conclusions, the prodigious correlation unveiled through our analysis does warrant
contemplation on the potential influence of nomenclature trends on societal phenomena,
particularly in the realm of illicit behavior. Our findings invite a whimsical reconsideration of the
impact of names on nefarious inclinations, offering a delightful detour into the realms of both

statistical analysis and speculative whimsy.

V. Discussion

The "Katharine Crime Connection" unravels a curious conundrum that may leave both seasoned
criminologists and language enthusiasts scratching their heads in bemusement. Borne out of our

statistical analysis, the robust correlation coefficient of 0.9200450 presents a significant nod to
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the potential interplay between the popularity of the name Katharine and the incidence of
robberies in the picturesque land of Colorado. But what could possibly underpin this seemingly
enigmatic correlation? Are there subtle psychological mechanisms at play, akin to a sophisticated

heist unfolding under the cover of darkness?

Building on the foundations laid by prior research, our study not only substantiates the previous
literature's insights but also serves as a quirky testament to the potential influence of
nomenclature trends on deviant conduct. The works of Smith et al. (2010) and Doe and Jones
(2015), though not explicitly delving into the whimsical dimensions of moniker trends vis-a-vis
criminal proclivities, have indirectly laid the groundwork for our unanticipated foray into the
idiosyncratic terrain of the "Katharine Crime Connection." As we traverse the unconventional
paths of academia, it is essential to recognize the serendipitous intersections of seemingly
disparate scholarly pursuits, evoking whimsical contemplations reminiscent of Agatha Christie's

enigmatic narratives.

In the realm of statistical rigor, our results reverberate with the resonance of a concealed safe
being cracked open, revealing the engrossing storyline woven through the scatterplot. The
substantial r-squared value of 0.8464828 alludes to the overwhelming influence exerted by the
frequency of the name Katharine on the occurrence of robberies in Colorado, akin to an artful
play in the domain of data visualization. Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
unequivocally underscores the strength of this association, albeit in a manner more reminiscent

of a carefully orchestrated heist than a traditional statistical inference.

This thought-provoking correlation not only enriches the oftentimes staid landscape of
criminological research but also injects a delightful dose of whimsy and wonder into the

scholarly discourse, much like the unexpected twist in a beloved mystery novel. As we ponder
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the implications of the "Katharine Crime Connection," we are beckoned to embrace the
inexplicable with open minds and compelled to revel in the enigmatic, mirroring the lively

capacity for unexpected discoveries within the realm of academia.

V1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study illuminates a compelling correlation between the name Katharine and
the frequency of robberies in Colorado, stirring contemplation on the whimsical interplay
between nomenclature trends and illicit activities. The robust correlation coefficient and
statistically significant p-value defy mere happenstance, painting a picture as vivid as a
surreptitious getaway car in a heist film. Our findings unveil a correlation as strong as Fort
Knox's security, highlighting the unpredictably quirky dynamics of nomenclature and societal

phenomena.

While our study reveals a tantalizing correlation, caution is warranted in leaping to causative
conclusions. Nonetheless, the "Katharine Crime Connection" presents an intriguing avenue for
further exploration, injecting a dose of whimsy into the realms of statistical analysis and
speculative contemplation. It's as if Sherlock Holmes and Miss Marple collaborated on a case of

criminal nomenclature!

The implications of our findings extend beyond Colorado's state lines, prompting a chuckle and
raising eyebrows in equal measure. The enigmatic correlation between the name Katharine and

robberies unveils the capricious influence of nomenclature on societal dynamics, offering a
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delightful diversion from conventional research pursuits. It's as though the name Katharine took

on the role of a mischievous bandit, leaving a quirky trail of statistical significance in its wake.

As such, we assert that no further research is needed in this wholly engaging and offbeat area of
study. The "Katharine Crime Connection" stands as a testament to the unexpected quirks in the
world of scholarly inquiry, and we bid adieu to this whimsical odyssey with the certainty that,
like a well-executed prank, this correlation has left an indelible mark on the annals of academic

inquiry.
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