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Abstract

In  this  study,  we  endeavored  to  address  the  strangely
overlooked  relationship  between  criminal  plundering  in
South Carolina and the birth rate of triplets or more across
the United States. By utilizing data from the FBI Criminal
Justice Information Services and the CDC, we sought to
uncover the potential correlation between these seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  Our  findings  reveal  a  significant
correlation coefficient of 0.9380460 and p < 0.01 for the
period  spanning  from  2002  to  2021,  suggesting  a
compelling  association  between  the  two  variables  that
warrants  further  investigation.  We  postulate  that  this
unexpected  linkage  between  criminal  activities  in  a
specific  state  and  the  birth  of  multiple  offspring  on  a
national scale may be influenced by a myriad of socio-
economic and demographic factors. It's as if there's some
kind of unconscious crime-baby conspiracy at play here—
ala Ocean's Eleven meets Cheaper by the Dozen. This line
of  inquiry  not  only  sheds  light  on  the  potential  ripple
effects of criminal behavior but also opens the door to a
new  breed  of  criminological  fertility  theories.  Perhaps
there's  more to the phrase "crime doesn't  pay" than we
previously realized—apparently, it might just lead to more
tiny  accomplices  being  born.  With  this  study,  we
encourage further exploration into the whimsical world of
unusual  statistical  correlations  and  their  unexpected
implications on society.

1. Introduction

The intricate  dance  between crime and population
dynamics  has  long  captivated  the  attention  of
researchers seeking to unravel the enigmatic web of
human  behavior.  While  criminologists  have
traditionally  focused  on  the  societal  impacts  of
criminal  activities,  such  as  economic  loss  and
psychological  trauma,  there  remains  a  lesser-
explored  domain—the  potential  influence  of
burglaries on the birth rate of triplets or more. This
peculiar connection, or as some might say, a "caper,"
forms the focal point of our investigation.

In this study, we venture into uncharted territory to
unravel  the  unexpected  nexus  between  criminal
activities  in  South  Carolina  and  the  birth  rate  of
triplets  or  more  across  the  United  States.  It's  like
entering a world where Ocean's Eleven meets a trio
of tiny masterminds coordinating their great escape
from the womb. As we delve into this unorthodox
correlation,  we aim to peel  back the layers of this
intriguing  phenomenon  and  shed  light  on  the
potential  implications  for  both  criminology  and
demographic studies.

As  we  embark  on  this  adventure,  it  becomes
apparent that conventional wisdom often overlooks
the peculiar couplings that statistics can reveal. Our
findings suggest  a  compelling association between
the incidence of robberies in South Carolina and the
birth  of  multiple  offspring  on  a  national  scale,
prompting a reevaluation of the interconnectedness
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of seemingly disparate phenomena. It's as if we've
stumbled  upon  a  clandestine  operation  involving
crime  and  fertility,  defying  the  conventional
boundaries of statistical causation.

Through  rigorous  data  analysis  and  statistical
examination,  we  have  unveiled  a  significant
correlation coefficient  of  0.9380460 and p < 0.01,
spanning  nearly  two  decades.  This  discovery  not
only  adds  a  quirky  twist  to  the  fabric  of
criminological  research  but  also  beckons  further
scrutiny  into  the  underlying  factors  at  play.  It's
almost like stumbling upon a bountiful treasure trove
of statistical oddities, where the unexpected becomes
the order of the day.

In the pages that follow, we endeavor to dissect the
layers  of  this  improbable  relationship,  peering
beneath  the  surface  of  conventional  wisdom  to
unravel the mysteries that lie beneath. With a touch
of levity and a pinch of contemplation, we set our
sights  on  the  horizon  of  unexplored  connections,
inviting fellow scholars to join us in this whimsical
quest through the labyrinths of statistical curiosity.
After  all,  sometimes  the  most  unexpected
correlations  hold  the  key  to  unlocking  profound
truths—albeit in the most unconventional of ways.

2. Literature Review

The exploration of the relationship between criminal
activities and demographic phenomena has garnered
widespread  attention  in  the  realms  of  criminology
and  population  studies.  Smith  and  Doe  (2010)
delved  into  the  socioeconomic  factors  influencing
robbery rates in South Carolina, while Jones (2015)
examined the demographic trends in multiple births
across the United States. The convergence of these
disparate  lines  of  inquiry  has,  quite  unexpectedly,
led us to our current investigation into the potential
correlation between robberies in South Carolina and
the birth rate of triplets or more in the United States.

The interplay of crime and fertility may seem like an
odd concatenation, akin to a puzzle with mismatched
pieces—like  combining  a  plot  from  "Ocean's
Eleven" with the drama of "Cheaper by the Dozen."
However, as we take this unconventional  path, we
cannot dismiss the possibility that statistical oddities
often hold hidden significance, much like stumbling

upon an elaborate caper orchestrated by the gods of
data themselves.

As we navigate through the labyrinth of literature, it
is  imperative  to  acknowledge  the  role  of  socio-
economic and demographic variables in shaping our
understanding of crime and fertility. Books such as
"Crime and Consequence: The Paradox of Robberies
and  Romances"  by  McKinley  (2017)  and
"Multiplicity:  Exploring  the  Complexities  of
Multiple  Births"  by  Foster  (2019)  offer  valuable
insights  into  the  web  of  factors  influencing  these
phenomena. But fear not,  dear reader, for we shall
not  limit  ourselves  to  the  traditional  avenues  of
research.

Branching  into  more  unconventional  territory,  we
come  across  a  myriad  of  fictional  works  that,
intentionally  or  not,  bear  some  semblance  to  our
enigmatic  exploration.  Could  "The  Robbery
Conception: Burglaries and Births" by Anonymous
(2020)  hold  the  key  to  unraveling  this  mysterious
correlation,  or  are  we  grasping  at  straws  in  the
winding corridors of coincidence?

In  our  pursuit  of  understanding,  we've  also
encountered  unlikely  sources  of  inspiration.  From
the obscure to the absurd, the bibliography of this
endeavor extends to the backs of shampoo bottles, in
the hopes of  uncovering clues  in  the  fine  print  of
random ingredients. Who's to say that the secret to
this curious conundrum isn't hidden in the trivialities
of daily life, casually waiting to be shampooed out
of obscurity?

In  the  whimsical  world  of  unusual  statistical
correlations  and  their  unexpected  implications  on
society,  we  find  ourselves  stepping  into  uncharted
domains  where  the  improbable  becomes  the
instrument of inquiry. As we prepare to unravel the
layers  of  this  improbable  relationship,  we  bid
farewell  to  convention  and embrace the adventure
that awaits us in this caper of statistical curiosity.

3. Methodology

Given  the  gravity  of  our  inquiry—unraveling  the
clandestine connection between robberies  in  South
Carolina and the birth rate of triplets or more in the
United  States—we  employed  a  multidimensional
approach  to  data  collection,  analysis,  and
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interpretation. Our methodology, not unlike a caper
plot  unfolding  in  a  heist  film,  was  designed  to
capture  the nuances of this  unorthodox correlation
and illuminate the potential mechanisms at play.

Data Collection:

To  commence  our  investigation,  we  gathered
extensive  data  from  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information Services on the reported incidences of
robberies  in  South  Carolina  from  2002  to  2021.
Additionally,  we  tapped  into  the  CDC's  treasure
trove of vital statistics to access birth rate data for
triplets or more across the United States during the
same  time  frame.  Our  data  collection  process,
reminiscent of a detective sifting through clues at a
crime  scene,  involved  meticulous  scrutiny  of
multiple  sources  to  ensure  the  integrity  and
reliability of the information.

Variable Identification:

With the data in hand, we embarked on the task of
identifying  pertinent  variables  for  analysis.
Embracing  the  spirit  of  exploration  akin  to
traversing uncharted terrain, we isolated the annual
count  of  robberies  in  South  Carolina  as  our
independent  variable,  representing  the  proxy  for
criminal activity. On the flip side, we earmarked the
birth rate of triplets or more in the United States as
our  dependent  variable,  symbolizing the enigmatic
surge of multiple births.

Statistical Analysis:

To dissect  the  intricate  relationship  between  these
divergent  phenomena,  we  leveraged the arsenal  of
statistical tools at our disposal. Our journey through
the  labyrinth  of  quantitative  analysis  resembled  a
puzzle-solving  quest,  as  we  diligently  calculated
correlation coefficients, regression models, and time
series  analyses.  By  wielding  these  statistical
instruments with an unparalleled blend of rigor and
whimsy,  we  aimed  to  unravel  the  clandestine  ties
binding crime in a specific locality to the fecundity
of multiple births on a national scale.

Control Variables:

Recognizing  the  need  to  account  for  potential
confounding factors that  could shade our findings,
we incorporated a suite of control variables into our
analysis.  These  included  demographic  indicators,

socioeconomic metrics, and regional characteristics
—akin to the supporting cast that enriches the plot of
a caper film. By accounting for these covariates, we
endeavored  to  discern  the  true  essence  of  the
relationship between South Carolina robberies  and
the birth rate of triplets or more, shielding our study
from the red herrings that often bedevil unattended
criminological inquiries.

Ethical Considerations:

In  executing  our  research,  we  upheld  the  highest
ethical  standards,  akin  to  the  virtuous  code  that
guides the protagonist in a classic whodunit tale. We
ensured  the  confidential  treatment  of  all  sensitive
data, honoring the privacy of individuals represented
in  our  datasets.  Moreover,  our  commitment  to
scientific integrity drove us to diligently report our
methods  and  findings  with  transparency,
safeguarding  the  credibility  of  our  investigation
from any hint of foul play.

In sum, our methodological approach mirrored the
spirit  of  an  enthralling  caper—with  a  meticulous
blend of precision and playfulness, we endeavored
to unravel the mystery of this unlikely correlation,
inviting fellow scholars to join us in this whimsical
quest  through the  criminological  and demographic
catacombs.

4. Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  uncovered  a  surprisingly
robust  correlation  between  the  incidence  of
robberies  in  South  Carolina  and  the  birth  rate  of
triplets or more in the United States. The correlation
coefficient of 0.9380460 indicates a strong positive
relationship between these two seemingly unrelated
variables. It's like witnessing a grand heist unfolding
in the world of statistical associations, with the birth
rate  of  triplets  somehow  being  swayed  by  the
escapades of burglars in South Carolina.

The r-squared value of 0.8799303 further reinforces
the  substantial  influence  of  robberies  in  South
Carolina on the birth rate of triplets or more. This
strong association between criminal activities in one
specific  geographic  area  and the  birth  of  multiple
offspring  on  a  national  scale  is  indeed  a  head-
scratcher. It's as if the ghosts of Robin Hood and the
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Three  Musketeers  are  collaborating  to  leave  their
inconspicuous marks on the national birth rate data.

The  p-value  being  less  than  0.01  provides
compelling  evidence  to  reject  the  null  hypothesis
and accept the alternative hypothesis that there is a
significant correlation between these variables. One
could jest  that there's more to the phrase "stealing
hearts"  than  what  meets  the  eye—apparently,  it
could also lead to an uptick in the birth of "triplets of
love."

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Certainly, this unexpected linkage between criminal
activities in a specific state and the birth of multiple
offspring  on  a  national  scale  raises  intriguing
questions  and  sparks  one's  imagination.  The
scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  depicts  this  notable
correlation,  reinforcing  the  unforeseen  connection
between these two phenomena. It's like observing a
surreptitious rendezvous between crime and fertility
in the form of data points—quite the unconventional
spectacle.

The substantial  correlation uncovered in this study
not  only  adds  a  comical  twist  to  the  narrative  of
statistical  relationships  but  also  beckons  further
investigation  into  the  underlying  mechanisms
shaping  this  curious  association.  Perhaps  it's  an
inadvertent consequence of unconventional methods
of "family planning" or a whimsical manifestation of
statistical whimsy. In any case, this study paves the
way  for  a  delightful  romp  through  the  whimsical
world  of  unusual  statistical  connections  and  their
unpredictable  implications  for  society.  Who would
have thought that the birth rate of triplets or more
could  hold  the  key  to  unlocking  the  enigmatic
patterns of criminal activity?

5. Discussion

The  results  of  this  study  provide  compelling
evidence of a remarkably strong correlation between
robberies  in  South  Carolina  and  the  birth  rate  of
triplets or more in the United States. These findings
not only support our initial postulation but also align
with prior research exploring the intricate interplay
between  criminal  activities  and  demographic
phenomena.

Our investigation into the unexpected link between
criminal activities in a specific state and the birth of
multiple  offspring  on  a  national  scale  echoes  the
work of Smith and Doe (2010), who delved into the
socioeconomic factors  influencing robbery rates in
South  Carolina.  It's  as  if  our  findings have  added
another unexpected layer to the complexity of crime
behavior  and  its  potential  influences  on  societal
dynamics. It's almost like stumbling upon the next
plot  twist  in  a  crime  thriller,  only  this  time,  the
unexpected twist  involves a statistically significant
correlation.

Moreover,  the  robust  correlation coefficient  and r-
squared value uncovered in our study align with the
broader  literature  on  the  influence  of  socio-
economic and demographic variables on crime and
fertility.  The  unexpected  correlation  we  observed
seems  to  be  inviting  us  to  dig  deeper  into  the
whimsical world of unusual statistical connections,
enticing us to view the seemingly unrelated through
a new lens of potential interconnectedness.

One might jest that it's like encountering a hidden
treasure  map  within  the  annals  of  statistical
associations, guiding us toward uncharted territories
of  inquiry.  This  study not  only  contributes  to  our
understanding  of  statistical  correlations  but  also
offers  an  unconventional  avenue  for  further
exploration  of  the  whimsical  and  unexpected
implications of seemingly unrelated phenomena. It's
like  stumbling  upon  a  comedic  caper  amidst  the
serious  world  of  academic  research—a  delightful
escapade  that  beckons  us  to  unravel  its  layers  of
improbable connections.

In  summary,  the  findings  of  this  study  not  only
bolster the growing body of literature exploring the
interplay of crime and fertility but also introduce a
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whimsical  element  to  statistical  inquiry.  We  hope
that this analysis inspires further investigations into
the  unexpected  ways  in  which  crime  and
demographic phenomena might intersect, navigating
through the maze of statistical surprises to uncover
the humor and peculiarity that underlie correlations
in  unforeseen  places.  After  all,  in  the  world  of
statistical  analysis,  it  seems  that  even  the  most
unexpected  relationships  can  hold  hidden
significance, waiting to be revealed by those daring
enough to embark on the adventure of uncovering
statistical whimsy.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the relationship
between robberies in South Carolina and the birth
rate  of  triplets  or  more  in  the  United  States  has
unveiled  a  remarkably  strong  correlation,  akin  to
stumbling upon a hidden treasure trove of statistical
serendipity. The substantial correlation coefficient, r-
squared  value,  and  p-value  all  point  towards  an
unexpected  nexus  between  criminal  activities  and
the birth of multiple offspring, leaving us pondering
the  mysteries  of  statistical  causation  and  perhaps
contemplating a future heist-themed nursery.

The findings of this study beckon a reappraisal  of
the  intertwined  nature  of  criminal  activities  and
demographic outcomes, offering a quirky twist in the
annals of criminological and demographic research.
It's as if the elusive caper of crime and fertility has
unveiled  itself  in  the  form  of  statistical  patterns,
inviting  us  to  ponder  the  peculiar  dance  between
unlawful  exploits  and the proliferation  of  tiny co-
conspirators.

As we reflect on the unexpected implications of our
findings, we find ourselves gazing into the enigmatic
abyss  of  statistical  correlations  with  a  newfound
sense of wonder and amusement. It's almost as if the
very fabric of statistical causation is sprinkled with
the  unexpected  whimsy  of  criminal  intrigue  and
familial abundance.

In light of these revelatory findings, we assert with
utmost  conviction  that  no  further  research  in  this
area is  required.  It's  a  rare and wondrous instance
where statistical oddities have lent themselves to a
tale  of  improbable  connections,  culminating  in  a

delightful  romp  through  the  whimsical  world  of
statistical serendipity. And so, we bid adieu to this
unusual  correlation,  leaving  it  to  bask  in  the
spotlight of statistical curiosities, where crime meets
fertility in the unlikeliest of statistical capers.
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