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In this research paper, we delve into the unusual world of crime and smoking to
investigate the connection between the frequency of robberies in Nebraska and the
cigarette smoking rate among U.S. adults. Utilizing data from the FBI Criminal
Justice Information Services and the CDC, our team explored this unlikely
relationship, aiming to shed light on the intersecting realms of criminal activity and
public health. Our study spanned a robust 20-year period from 2001 to 2021, a
timeframe peppered with both criminal antics and their potential stress-relieving
consequences. Through rigorous statistical analyses, we unearthed a correlation
coefficient of 0.9127989 and a p-value of less than 0.01, providing compelling
evidence for a significant association between these seemingly disparate phenomena.
While we may not have apprehended the smoking gun in this investigation, our
findings underscore the need for further exploration into the intricate web of factors
influencing crime and health behaviors. This research not only showcases the
bizarre yet intriguing dynamics that can emerge from data analysis, but also
highlights the importance of considering unorthodox correlations in understanding
societal trends. We hope that our work piques the interest of fellow scholars and
prompts future studies to smoke out the hidden connections between crime and
public health.

INTRODUCTION Nebraska Heist represents a peculiar entry
point into the intersection of criminal
escapades and tobacco-related indulgences,
bringing  forth  both  intrigue and

In the realm of unexpected correlations,
the link between crime and public health
may not be the first connection to spark the

. - . bewilderment.

imagination. Yet, as we embark on this

unconventional investigation, we find As we embark on this academic
ourselves immersed in the entangled web of escapade, it is imperative to acknowledge

robberies and smoking habits. The Great the multilayered nature of societal
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phenomena. While the idea of robbers and
smokers coexisting in a delicate dance of
statistical significance may seem far-fetched,
one cannot simply dismiss the potential
correlations that may arise from the depths
of data analysis. After all, correlations have
a knack for lurking in unexpected corners,
much like that elusive sock that
mysteriously disappears in the laundry.

Our expedition into the realm of criminal
mischief and cigarette consumption is not
merely an exercise in whimsy; rather, it is
fueled by a fervent curiosity to uncover the
underlying patterns driving human behavior.
Just as a detective meticulously scours a
crime scene for clues, we too have combed
through the data, aiming to unveil the
peculiar relationships that emerge when one
juxtaposes felonious activities with public
health habits.

As we venture forth, armed with
statistical tools and a penchant for the
unconventional, it is our hope that this
scholarly endeavor not only unearths
intriguing findings but also injects a dash of
levity into the often somber world of
academic  inquiry. So, pack your
investigative spirit and prepare to wade
through the quagmire of robberies and
smoking rates, for the journey ahead
promises both scholarly insights and a touch
of whimsy. Let the odyssey commence!

Prior research

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that the
frequency of robberies in Nebraska has been
a subject of interest in the field of
criminology, with discussions centering on
factors such as socioeconomic conditions,
law enforcement strategies, and community
dynamics. Meanwhile, "Doe and Jones"

delve into the intricate landscape of public
health, examining the prevalence of cigarette
smoking among U.S. adults and the myriad
factors that influence tobacco use.

Moving beyond the academic realm, "The
Art of the Heist" by Myles J. Conor offers a
thrilling non-fiction account of audacious
robberies, providing captivating narratives
that may fuel one's imagination about the
motivations behind criminal activities. On
the other hand, works such as "Up in
Smoke" by Jane Marlboro and "The Great
Cigarette Caper" by Philip Morley present
fictionalized depictions of smoking-related
escapades, demonstrating the enduring
allure of vice-laden tales.

In a deviation from traditional scholarly
sources, the omnipresent forces of social
media have also weighed in on this
enigmatic correlation. Tweets such as
"Robbery at the corner store, time for a
stress-relieving smoke" and "Caught red-
handed? A cigarette break sounds like a
fitting denouement" offer glimpses into the
potential  interplay = between  criminal
incidents and smoking behaviors.

As we navigate this academic landscape
enshrouded in intrigue, one cannot help but
marvel at the peculiar juxtaposition of these
seemingly incongruous realms. From erudite
research to fictional musings, the eternally
boundless realms of crime and smoking
continue to beckon the curious and the
scholarly alike. Let us embark on this
whimsical journey, for who knows what
amusing findings may await in the shadows
of peculiarity!

Approach
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To embark on this whimsical yet scholarly
odyssey into the realms of crime and
smoking, we employed a methodology that
would make Sherlock Holmes proud. Our
data-gathering  efforts resembled an
elaborate heist of information, involving
meticulous sleuthing through databases and
archives. While we didn't don disguises or
engage in cloak-and-dagger tactics, our
approach was no less captivating.

Data Collection:

We amassed a treasure trove of data from
the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC). These sources
provided us with a wealth of information,
allowing us to explore the frequency of
robberies in Nebraska and the prevalence of
cigarette smoking among U.S. adults. It was
like sifting through clues at a crime scene,
only instead of fingerprints and footprints,
we were poring over statistics and trends.

Analytical Techniques:

To unravel the mystery of the correlation
between robberies and smoking rates, we
harnessed the powers of statistical analysis.
Armed with our trusty software and a steely
resolve to uncover connections, we delved
into the realm of correlation coefficients and
p-values. Our calculations were as precise as
Sherlock's deductions, and we navigated the
labyrinth of data with the dexterity of a
seasoned investigator.

Temporal Scope:

Our investigation spanned a time horizon
from 2001 to 2021, capturing the ebb and
flow of criminal activity and tobacco
consumption over two eventful decades.
This expansive timeframe allowed us to
capture the nuances of societal shifts and

behavioral patterns, akin to studying the
evolution of a cunning adversary's modus
operandi.

Unraveling the Correlation:

With the data in our clutches, we applied
rigorous statistical tests to unveil the
intricate threads linking robberies and
smoking rates. While we didn't dust for
fingerprints or conduct interrogations, we
meticulously examined the data for signs of
correlation, uncovering a  surprising
association in the process.

While our research methods may not involve
classic detective work, they captured the
spirit of unraveling enigmatic connections in
a lighthearted yet scholarly manner. With
our data in hand and our analytical tools at
the ready, we set out to shed light on the
captivating relationship between criminal
capers and tobacco indulgences.

Results

Our analysis of the connection between
robberies in Nebraska and the cigarette
smoking rate among U.S. adults for the
period 2001 to 2021 yielded some eyebrow-
raising results. We harnessed the power of
statistical tools and data sleuthing to uncover
a correlation coefficient of 0.9127989, an r-
squared value of 0.8332019, and a p-value
of less than 0.01. In other words, there's a
statistically significant link between the two
variables which left our research team
scratching our heads in amazement.

To visually capture this unexpected
correlation, we present Fig. 1, a scatterplot
brimming with data points that tell the story
of robberies and smoking rates holding
hands in a statistical embrace. It's a match

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



made in the depths of data analysis, a quirky
tango between crime and tobacco that defies
conventional wisdom and leaves researchers
pondering the mysteries of human behavior.

In this game of statistical hide and seek, we
didn't expect to stumble upon such a robust
relationship between these seemingly
unrelated phenomena. It's as if the universe
decided to play a cosmic prank on us,
revealing a connection that elicits both
amusement and bewilderment.

Years 2001-2021, r=0.913, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The very thought of robbers and smokers
influencing each other's existence may
invoke visions of a curious buddy-cop
comedy, where two unlikely companions
navigate the streets of  statistical
significance. Perhaps we've stumbled upon
the plot for the next blockbuster summer
movie — "The Smoky Bandits" or "Ocean's
Eleven: Packs a Day Edition". Hollywood,
take note.

While our findings open the door to a realm
of unexpected connections, it's essential to
approach them with a balance of curiosity
and caution. As we navigate this uncharted
territory of crime and public health, we're
reminded of the adage, "correlation does not
imply causation". So, we resist the urge to

jump to hasty conclusions and instead
encourage further exploration to unravel the
complexities of this curious correlation.

In conclusion, our research unearths an
unlikely  yet  statistically  significant
association between robberies in Nebraska
and the smoking rates of U.S. adults. What
initially seemed like a whimsical journey
into the unknown has left us with more
questions than answers. Nevertheless, our
findings provide a quirky reminder that the
web of human behavior is woven with
threads of unexpected relationships, waiting
to be unraveled by diligent researchers
armed with statistical acumen and a sprinkle
of humor.

Discussion of findings

Our results have set the stage for a
captivating discussion that explores the
perplexing yet intriguing connection
between robberies in Nebraska and the
smoking rates of U.S. adults. But before we
dive into the depths of this comically
unexpected correlation, let's take a moment
to recognize the sneaky influences that
lurked within our literature review.

The work of Myles J. Conor and his thrilling
account of audacious heists may have
seemed purely anecdotal, but in the spirit of
suspense-driven crime dramas, our findings
have indeed unraveled a plot twist worthy of
a riveting page-turner. Likewise, the tongue-
in-cheek social media musings about stress-
relieving cigarette breaks after a robbery
may have elicited a chuckle or two, but little
did we know that these lighthearted remarks
would foreshadow a statistical storyline of
their own.
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In line with previous research, our study
confirms the existence of a striking
correlation with a coefficient of 0.9127989,
highlighting the unexpectedly intertwined
fate of crime and smoking. This strong
association, supported by a p-value of less
than 0.01, underscores the need for further
investigation and contemplation, not only to
understand this quirky relationship, but also
to appreciate the peculiar dance of statistics
and human behavior.

Admittedly, our findings elicit musings that
could rival the plot of a Hollywood comedy
caper. Picture this: a group of robbers, clad
in classic black-and-white stripes, strolling
through smoke-filled alleys, their trusty
cigarette packs at the ready. It's a scenario
that seems more suited to the silver screen
than the annals of academic research, yet
here we are, confronted with a statistically
significant ~ connection  that  defies
conventional reasoning and beckons us to
explore the unexpected entanglements of
human conduct.

While it may be tempting to don our
metaphorical detective hats and proclaim a
causal relationship between these divergent
phenomena, we must heed the wisdom of
statistical caution. After all, correlation does
not imply causation, and our research serves
as a gentle reminder to tread lightly in the
realm of correlation, armed with both
curiosity and skepticism.

As we peer through the lens of statistical
significance and navigate this labyrinth of
unexpected  connections, our  study
underscores the profound and often
whimsical caprices of human behavior. In a
world where crime and smoking rates
converge, it's essential to embrace the humor
and mystery veiled in the data and approach

our findings with an open mind and a flair
for the unexpected.

So, dear readers, take a moment to bask in
the quirkiness of our findings, for in this
peculiar correlation lies the essence of
scientific discovery — a subtle nod to the
unpredictable interplay of statistics, society,
and the whimsical machinations of human
behavior. As we continue to unravel the
enigmatic threads that bind crime and public
health, let us embark on this offbeat journey
with a sprinkle of humor and an unwavering
commitment to uncovering the laughter, the
surprises, and the profound insights that lie
within the data.

Conclusion

As we bring our escapade through the world
of statistical surprises to a close, we find
ourselves in the company of an unexpected
duo — robbers and smokers, hand in hand in
the realm of correlation coefficients and p-
values. It's as if Bonnie and Clyde decided
to take up smoking as a stress-reliever! Our
findings illuminate the peculiar dance of
data points that defy conventional reasoning,
leaving us with both a sense of wonder and a
persistent urge to crack a few more
statistical mysteries.

The statistical joviality of a correlation
coefficient of 0.9127989 and a p-value of
less than 0.01 sends a ripple of bemusement
through the academic community. It's a bit
like finding out that Batman and the Joker
share a love for statistical significance —
utterly fascinating and slightly confounding.

In the ever-unfolding narrative of crime and
public health, our study serves as a reminder
that the pages of statistical analysis hold
unforeseen tales of connection and whimsy.
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As we bid adieu to this peculiar pairing, we
can't help but wonder about the next
statistical odd couple waiting to be
unearthed — perhaps a correlation between
ice cream sales and polar bear migrations?
The statistical playground offers endless
surprises, each more quirky than the last.

In the spirit of academic exploration, we
declare that our research has struck
statistical gold in unveiling the link between
robberies in Nebraska and cigarette smoking
rates among U.S. adults. As much as we'd
love to don our metaphorical detective hats
and delve further into this enigmatic nexus,
we must recognize that sometimes, a
statistical oddity is simply a melodic quirk
in the symphony of data.

Hence, in the spirit of statistical
enlightenment and a sprinkle of scholarly
whimsy, we boldly proclaim that no further
research is needed in this offbeat avenue of
inquiry. It's time to stow away our
magnifying glasses and celebrate the
capricious grandeur of statistics. Let the
good-natured chuckles of academic curiosity
reverberate through the hallowed halls of
research, as we bid farewell to this
unexpected rendezvous between robbers and
smokers.
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