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Abstract

This paper investigates the intriguing and somewhat
comical relationship between the number of locker room
attendants in Michigan and carjackings in the United
States. Drawing on data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the Bureau of Justice Statistics, our research
team has endeavored to shed light on this unusual yet
captivating connection. By employing statistical analysis,
we have established a significant correlation coefficient of
0.8187273 with a p-value of less than 0.01 for the period
spanning from 2003 to 2021. The results are remarkable,
and we invite readers to embark on this statistical
rollercoaster ride with us as we navigate the surprising
intersection of locker room attendants and carjackings.
Our findings may elicit both laughter and reflection,
serving as a delightful reminder of the quirky correlations
that can be uncovered through rigorous statistical inquiry.

1. Introduction

In the realm of statistics, one often encounters
unexpected and confounding connections. Our study
delves into the peculiar and perhaps improbable
relationship between the number of locker room
attendants in Michigan and carjackings in the United
States. While these two subjects may seem as
unrelated as a pair of mismatched socks, our
research has uncovered a statistical linkage that is as
surprising as finding a pineapple on a pizza — it
defies conventional wisdom and piques the curiosity
of even the most seasoned statistical sleuths.

As the proverbial plot thickens, one may wonder,
how could the presence of locker room attendants in
a Midwestern state possibly be associated with the
occurrence of vehicular theft on a national scale? It
is indeed a head-scratcher of a question, but we are
not here to simply scratch our heads. We are here to
rigorously analyze data, crunch numbers, and serve
up a statistical feast that will satisfy even the most
discerning appetites for empirical inquiry.

Our study aims to provide an engrossing
exploration of this perplexing correlation, invoking a
journey into the curious corridors of statistical
significance. By mining data from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics and the Bureau of Justice Statistics,
we have embarked on a voyage that promises to
deliver not only a deeper understanding of this
unlikely association but also a few unexpected
chuckles along the way. The central thesis of our
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inquiry may seem as improbable as finding a
unicorn in a field of cabbages, but we assure our
esteemed readers that our findings are as robust as a
sturdy oak tree in a tempest.

Through the application of cutting-edge statistical
techniques, we have calculated a correlation
coefficient that is as striking as a bolt of lightning on
a clear summer day. Our results, replete with their
statistical significance and unpredicted coherence,
will cast a spotlight on the intersection of seemingly
disparate variables and prompt contemplation of the
intricate tapestry of causation and correlation.

So gather around, dear readers, as we unravel the
enigma of locker room attendants and carjackings.
This scholarly odyssey promises to be as
enlightening as it is entertaining, demonstrating the
whimsical and thought-provoking outcomes that can
stem from the meticulous scrutiny of data. Let us
embark on this intellectual adventure, armed with
statistical rigor and a sense of humor, as we unveil
the mysteries of "Lock and Steal."

2. Literature Review

In the realm of statistical inquiry, few subjects
have sparked as much curiosity and bewilderment as
the connection between the number of locker room
attendants in Michigan and the prevalence of
carjackings in the United States. While one may
initially raise an eyebrow at the seemingly absurd
juxtaposition of these two phenomena, the literature
contains a surprising array of insights that speak to
the intersection of these seemingly unrelated
variables.

Smith, Doe, and Jones (2015) conducted a
groundbreaking study that delved into the social and
economic implications of service industry
employment in the Midwest. While their focus was
not explicitly on car theft, their findings shed light
on the complex dynamics of labor markets in states
such as Michigan, which serve as a potential
breeding ground for offbeat statistical associations.

Expanding our horizons beyond the strictly
empirical, "The Art of Carjacking: A Comprehensive
Guide" by Auto Theft Enthusiasts Publishing (2010)
offers a thought-provoking exploration of the
cultural, psychological, and logistical dimensions of

vehicular theft. While this volume may not directly
address the role of locker room attendants, its
insights into the world of car theft prompt us to
consider the myriad factors that might contribute to
this phenomenon.

In a more lighthearted yet surprisingly relevant
addition to the literature, the classic board game
"Clue" by Parker Brothers (1949) invites players to
investigate a murder in a mansion, incorporating
various elements of deception and sleuthing. While
the game revolves around solving a high-stakes
crime rather than analyzing statistical patterns, its
emphasis on uncovering unexpected connections and
piecing together disparate clues serves as a
whimsical parallel to our own research endeavors.

On a more fictional note, the novel "Locke &
Key" by Joe Hill (2008) weaves a tale of
supernatural intrigue and hidden secrets, all centered
around a mysterious set of magical keys. While the
book may not contribute directly to the empirical
understanding of car theft or labor markets, its
thematic exploration of concealed correlations and
enigmatic connections serves as a literary nod to the
enigmatic interplay between locker room attendants
and carjackings.

As we navigate through this eclectic array of
literature, we are reminded that the pursuit of
knowledge often leads us down unexpected avenues.
While our investigation may appear to be a
statistical rollercoaster with a penchant for the
bizarre, we remain steadfast in our commitment to
unraveling the peculiar entanglement of locker room
attendants and carjackings. As we proceed with our
analysis, we invite readers to embrace both the
serious and the absurd aspects of our scholarly
pursuit, knowing that behind every statistical
correlation lies the potential for a dash of
unexpected humor.

3. Methodology

To explore the potential link between the number of
locker room attendants in Michigan and carjackings
in the United States, our research team embarked on
a quest that resembled a statistical scavenger hunt.
We scoured the digital landscapes of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics and the Bureau of Justice Statistics,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



akin to intrepid explorers navigating the vast and
treacherous terrain of the internet. Our data
collection efforts took us through the proverbial
labyrinth of spreadsheets, charts, and tables, with
occasional detours into the confusing realm of
government websites. After painstakingly collecting
and organizing the relevant data from 2003 to 2021,
we emerged triumphantly with a plethora of
numbers that were as abundant as a cornucopia of
statistical delights.

The statistical analysis employed in this study
involved techniques as diverse as a smorgasbord of
statistical methods. We conducted a series of
regression analyses, harnessing the power of
multiple linear regression to unveil the potential
relationship between the number of locker room
attendants in Michigan and the incidence of
carjackings in the United States. By manipulating
matrices and pondering over residuals, we distilled
the essence of our data into a cohesive framework
that was as sturdy as the foundation of a mighty
empire.

Moreover, we also ventured into the realm of time
series analysis, viewing our data through the lens of
temporal dynamics that was as mesmerizing as
watching a time-lapse video of a blooming flower.
Investigating the temporal patterns of locker room
attendants and carjackings allowed us to capture the
ebb and flow of this quirky connection, akin to
witnessing the tides of a statistical ocean. Our
statistical journey through time was rife with
surprises and  revelations, enriching our
understanding of the nuanced interplay between
these seemingly disparate variables.

Additionally, we conducted sensitivity analyses and
robustness checks to ensure the reliability and
validity of our findings, safeguarding our
conclusions against unforeseen statistical pitfalls.
Our methodology was as thorough as a meticulous
librarian organizing a labyrinthine collection of
books, ensuring that our results stood as resolutely
as a granite statue in the face of statistical scrutiny.

In essence, our methodology embodied the essence
of tenacious statistical inquiry, flavored with a hint
of quirkiness and a dollop of academic rigor. With
data collection techniques as diverse as a box of
assorted chocolates and statistical analyses as robust

as a sturdy oak tree in a tempest, our methodological
approach laid the groundwork for uncovering the
unexpected and enigmatic intersection of lockers
and stolen cars.

4. Results

In the pursuit of unraveling the statistical
relationship between the number of locker room
attendants in Michigan and carjackings in the United
States, our research team has navigated a path
riddled with both disbelief and amusement. Despite
initial skepticism surrounding the plausibility of
such an association, our findings revealed a
significant correlation coefficient of 0.8187273, with
an r-squared of 0.6703144, and a p-value of less than
0.01 for the period spanning from 2003 to 2021.

The correlation coefficient of 0.8187273 suggests a
strong positive relationship between the two
variables, akin to an unexpected friendship between
a polar bear and a penguin. This indicates that as the
number of locker room attendants in Michigan
increased, there was a notable tendency for
carjackings in the US to also rise. The r-squared of
0.6703144 further emphasizes the substantial degree
to which the variance in -carjackings can be
explained by the variance in the number of locker
room attendants.

To visually capture the robustness of this
relationship, we present Figure 1, a scatterplot that
proudly displays the tightly woven connection
between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. This
scatterplot serves as a poignant reminder of
statistical surprises, much like stumbling upon a
four-leaf clover in a sea of three-leafed specimens.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our results have uncovered a correlation so
unexpected and remarkable that it simulates the
feeling of stumbling upon a unicorn in a world-
renowned art museum - an utter shock, yet
undeniably present. The statistical significance of
our findings reaffirms that the universe of
correlations is richer and more whimsical than
initially presumed, not unlike finding a hidden
treasure trove in a place long overlooked.

While unlocking the mysteries behind the
connection of locker room attendants and
carjackings, our findings cannot help but evoke a
sense of irony and amusement. We invite readers to
join us on this statistical rollercoaster, where
improbable correlations and unexpected insights
blend to form a tableau as amusing as it is
enlightening. Our study stands as a testament to the
serendipitous discoveries that await those who dare
to explore the uncharted territories of statistical
inquiry.

5. Discussion

The robust correlation identified between the
number of locker room attendants in Michigan and
carjackings in the United States opens the door to a
realm of statistical oddities and unexpected
connections. Our findings, akin to stumbling upon a
hidden treasure map in a library book, add a touch of
whimsy to the often-serious landscape of empirical
inquiry.

Expanding on the quirky elements highlighted in the
literature review, our research lends empirical
support to the peculiar but plausible relationship
between the presence of locker room attendants and
the prevalence of carjackings. Smith, Doe, and Jones
(2015) illuminated the socioeconomic complexities
of service industry employment, unwittingly laying
the groundwork for our investigation. Similarly, the
dramatic irony of discovering a connection as
unforeseen as a penguin navigating polar tundra
adds a layer of amusement to the traditionally
solemn practice of hypothesis testing.

Undoubtedly, our results align with the unexpected
humor found in the exploration of concealed
correlations and enigmatic connections, akin to the

mystical keys within the pages of "Locke & Key" by
Joe Hill (2008). Although not directly related to the
empirical understanding of car theft or labor
markets, the thematic undercurrents of concealed
correlations in literature stand as a lighthearted nod
to the enigmatic interplay between seemingly
unrelated variables.

Despite the apparent absurdity of our investigation at
its inception, the statistically significant correlation
coefficient of 0.8187273 and the r-squared of
0.6703144 underscore the concrete nature of this
unexpected linkage, serving as a whimsical reminder
that truth, as they say, is often stranger than fiction.
This unexpected statistical friendship between locker
room attendants and carjackings offers a playful
contrast to the serious pursuit of empirical
knowledge, akin to discovering a witty joke in a
textbook on calculus.

In essence, our research has unveiled a statistical
rollercoaster ride infused with drollness and
unpredictability, echoing the sentiment of unlocking
the mysteries behind the connection of locker room
attendants and carjackings. Our findings serve as
both an amusement park for statistical enthusiasts
and a significant contribution to the understanding of
improbable correlations, underscoring the rich
tapestry of relationships that can be uncovered
through dedicated empirical inquiry.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has untangled the web of
correlation between the number of locker room
attendants in Michigan and carjackings in the United
States, revealing a connection as surprising as
discovering a penguin in the Sahara — unexpected
yet undeniably present. The robust correlation
coefficient of 0.8187273 serves as an eccentric
dance partner in the statistical waltz, demonstrating
a strong positive relationship that would make even
the most seasoned statistician do a double-take.

The r-squared value of 0.6703144 further enhances
the vividness of this statistical tapestry, illustrating
that the variance in carjackings can be ascribed to
the variance in the number of locker room attendants
with a degree of certainty akin to finding a parking
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spot in a crowded mall on a busy Saturday
afternoon.

As we bid adieu to this unusual and enthralling
journey, we must acknowledge the plethora of
whimsical surprises that statistical inquiry has to
offer. The visual depiction of our findings in Figure
1 is as eye-catching as a neon sign in the desert,
boldly proclaiming the existence of this improbable
yet tangible relationship.

Despite the undeniable amusement that this
correlation brings, we must solemnly declare that no
further research is needed in this area. We present
this study as a lighthearted monument to the
delightful eccentricities that statistical analysis can
uncover, much like stumbling upon a treasure map
that leads to a pot of gold at the end of a rainbow —
improbable, delightful, and thoroughly enjoyable.

As we turn the final page of this statistical
rollercoaster, we hope our findings will inspire
future researchers to venture into the uncharted
territories of statistical inquiry, reminding them that
the realm of correlations is as unpredictable and
amusing as a surprise birthday party at a statistics
conference.
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