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The conventional wisdom in academia often failed to consider the quirky and surprising connections 
that may exist between seemingly unrelated variables. In this study, we sought to unravel the long-
standing mystery of the potential relationship between the genetically modified organism (GMO) use 
in soybeans in South Dakota and the petroleum consumption in French Polynesia. Leveraging a 
robust dataset sourced primarily from the USDA and the Energy Information Administration, we 
conducted a rigorous statistical analysis to explore this unexplored tangent in the field of agricultural
and energy economics. Our findings revealed an intriguing correlation coefficient of 0.9060502 and a
p-value of less than 0.01 between the two variables for the period spanning from 2000 to 2021. Our 
research opens up the door to a myriad of possibilities and puzzles waiting to be solved. 
Furthermore, it tantalizingly raises the question of "soy petroleum" - not only in terms of its 
agricultural and energy implications, but also as a potential source for several witty puns and 
lighthearted jokes in academic discourse. This study sheds light on the interconnectedness of 
seemingly disparate elements in our globalized world and the remarkable potential for serendipitous 
discoveries in the pursuit of knowledge.

In  the  vast  expanse  of  agricultural  and
energy economics, the interplay between
seemingly unrelated variables often plays
out like a complex and enigmatic puzzle,
akin to deciphering a cryptic crossword.
While the scholarly gaze has often fixated
on  more  conventional  relationships,  a
dimension  overlooked  by  many  has
surfaced  -  the  entwined  dance  of
genetically  modified  organism  (GMO)
soybean  cultivation  in  the  heartland  of
South  Dakota  and  the  distant  shores  of
petroleum  consumption  in  French
Polynesia.

Amidst the continuous hum of tractors in
Midwestern fields and the rhythmic lap of
the  Pacific  waves,  lies  a  connection
deserving  of  scrutiny.  The  prevailing
narrative  has  scarcely  considered  the

whimsical kinship between soybeans and
petroleum,  a  peculiar  cat-and-dog  duo
that, upon closer inspection, may reveal a
partnership as puzzling as a Rubik's cube
in the hands of a fruit fly.

This  study  ventures  into  uncharted
territory, invoking a sense of wonder akin
to discovering a four-leaf clover in a field
of  soybeans.  By  harnessing  a  treasure
trove  of  data  from the  venerable  USDA
and  the  Energy  Information
Administration,  we  embarked  on  a
statistical odyssey, aiming to unravel the
cryptic ties between these two seemingly
disparate  entities.  In  illuminating  this
connection,  we  invite  the  reader  to
embark  on  a  quest  that,  while  initially
appearing  improbable,  ultimately
unravels like an Agatha Christie mystery
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novel,  albeit  with  fewer  suspicious
characters and more scatterplots.

Our  findings  present  an  astonishing
correlation coefficient of 0.9060502, akin
to  spotting  an  albino  squirrel  in  a  pine
forest, and a p-value of less than 0.01, as
statistically significant as a penguin at a
poultry  party.  This  revelation  turns
conventional wisdom on its head, akin to
discovering  a  pineapple  pizza  aficionado
in  the  heart  of  Naples.  Furthermore,  it
tantalizingly  raises  the  question  of  "soy
petroleum"  -  not  only  in  terms  of  its
agricultural  and energy  implications but
also as a potential source for several witty
puns and lighthearted jokes in academic
discourse.  A  veritable  cornucopia  of
comedic potential, one might say.

As  we gaze  out  into  the horizon of  this
uncharted analytical landscape, we invite
our fellow scholars to join us in this quest.
For,  as  the  bard  once  said,  "There  are
more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,
than are dreamt  of  in  your  econometric
models."  This  study  sheds  light  on  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly
disparate  elements  in  our  globalized
world  and  the  remarkable  potential  for
serendipitous discoveries in the pursuit of
knowledge. So, dear reader, we extend an
invitation to embark on this journey with
us,  as  we  uncover  the  unexpected,
unravel  the  improbable,  and  perhaps
stumble  upon  a  punchline  or  two  along
the way.

LITERATURE REVIEW

A bevy of scholarly works has delved into
the  intersection  of  agricultural  and
energy  economics,  and  though  the
connections  unearthed  in  these  studies
have often been as unexpected as finding
a  needle  in  a  haystack,  they  have
provided critical insights into the intricate
web  of  relationships  that  govern  our
globalized world. Smith, in "The Impact of
Genetically  Modified  Organisms  on
Agricultural  Economies,"  highlights  the
far-reaching implications of GMO soybean
cultivation,  focusing  on  its  effects  on

domestic  production  and  international
trade.  Meanwhile,  Doe,  in  "Energy
Consumption  Patterns  in  Remote  Island
Nations,"  examines  the idiosyncrasies  of
petroleum consumption in islands and the
unique challenges they face. Jones, in "An
Analysis  of  Global  Agricultural
Commodity  Flows,"  offers  a
comprehensive  overview of  the  intricate
networks that govern the global trade of
agricultural  commodities,  unraveling  the
complexities  that  underpin  the  soybean
market.

However,  as  we  dive  deeper  into  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly
unrelated variables, it becomes apparent
that a touch of whimsy and imagination is
essential.  In  "Soybeans  and  Petroleum:
Unraveling  the  Intriguing  Ties,"  the
authors  explore  the  uncanny correlation
between the cultivation of GMO soybeans
in  South  Dakota  and  petroleum
consumption in French Polynesia, offering
a  departure  from  the  conventional
analyses  typically  found  in  scholarly
literature. This unexpected tangent leads
us to  ponder if  soybeans and petroleum
are engaged in a covert tango, akin to a
clandestine moonlit escapade on the fields
of South Dakota and the shores of French
Polynesia. 

Transitioning  from  the  realm  of  non-
fiction, we turn to the imaginative sphere
of fiction, where titles such as "Soybeans:
A  Love  Story"  and  "The  Petroleum
Paradox"  tantalizingly  blur  the  lines
between  agricultural  and  energy
economics, painting a peculiar picture of
romance and intrigue amid soybean fields
and oil  rigs.  These narratives shed light
on the unconventional allure of soybeans
and petroleum, sparking a curiosity akin
to stumbling upon an unexpected subplot
in a classic novel.

Additionally,  a  selection  of  cinema  has
provided a lens through which to view the
thematic  essence of  our  research.  Films
such as "Soy Story" and "The Fast and the
Bioengineered"  offer  parallel  dimensions
to  the  soy-petroleum  connection,
providing  a  whimsical  take  on  the
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intertwined  saga  of  soybeans  and
petroleum,  reminiscent  of  a  buddy
comedy set against the backdrop of rural
landscapes  and  ocean  horizons.  Though
seemingly  disparate,  these  cinematic
portrayals  offer  a  light-hearted
perspective on what might otherwise be
construed as an esoteric coupling.

Intriguingly,  the  mishmash  of  real-world
studies,  fictional  tales,  and  cinematic
representations  unwraps  an  assemblage
of  possibilities,  akin  to  a  whimsical
treasure chest waiting to be opened.  As
we navigate this enigmatic landscape, we
are called to embrace the unexpected, to
unravel  the  improbable,  and  perhaps
uncover a punchline or two along the way.

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection:

We  embarked  on  a  quest,  akin  to  a
scholarly  odyssey,  to  gather  a
comprehensive dataset encapsulating the
esoteric  relationship  between  GMO
soybean cultivation in South Dakota and
petroleum  consumption  in  French
Polynesia. Our primary founts of wisdom
hailed  from  the  hallowed  halls  of  the
USDA  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration – akin to seeking guidance
from the Oracle of Delphi in the realm of
agricultural and energy statistics.

The Arcane Arts of Data Mining:

To  assemble  this  treasure  trove  of
information,  our  team  delved  into  the
unfathomable depths of internet archives,
navigating  a  labyrinth  teeming  with
information both relevant and irrelevant,
akin to seeking a metaphorical needle in a
haystack made entirely of 1990s Geocities
websites.  The  sorcery  of  data  mining
involved  invoking  incantations  such  as
"Boolean  operators"  and  "pivot  tables,"
akin  to  a  magician  weaving  spells  to
summon  meaningful  insights  from  the
cacophony of digital chatter. 

Statistical Alchemy:

We  wielded  the  Powers  of  Statistical
Alchemy  to  transform  raw  data  into
nuggets  of  wisdom.  The  incantations  of
regression  analyses,  correlation
coefficients,  and p-values were deployed
with  utmost  precision,  akin  to  a
persnickety  alchemist  concocting  the
elixir of truth from a myriad of disparate
elements.  Our  statistical  cauldron
bubbled  with  anticipation  as  we
endeavored to distill  the essence of this
enigmatic relationship, akin to brewing a
particularly  potent  potion  under  a  full
moon.

Time Conundrum:

The  temporal  dimensions  of  our  study
spanned from the distant year of 2000 to
the recent annals of 2021. This temporal
tapestry,  akin  to  traversing  a  temporal
Möbius strip,  encapsulated the evolution
of  GMO  soybean  usage  and  petroleum
consumption,  reminiscent  of  observing
the metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a
butterfly,  albeit  significantly  less  poetic
and far more spreadsheet-based.

Geographical Sorcery:

Our  study spanned the realms from the
heartland of  South Dakota  to the idyllic
shores  of  French  Polynesia,  akin  to
traversing  the  vast  expanse  of  Middle-
earth  in  pursuit  of  scholarly
enlightenment.  The  geographic
conundrum,  akin  to  navigating  the
convoluted  corridors  of  Hogwarts,
presented  a  myriad  of  logistical
challenges  in  collating  and  interpreting
data from such disparate locales.

The Fiendish Art of Cross-Validating:

To fortify the veracity of our findings, we
endeavored  to  cross-validate  our
analytical forays using additional datasets
and alternative methodologies – a process
comparable to embarking on a scholarly
quest akin to a game of Sudoku where the
solution  is  not  merely  numerical  but
exists  somewhere  between  the  fields  of
agricultural  economics  and  energy
analysis.

Our Methodological Cauldron:
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RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  collected  from
the  USDA  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration  produced  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9060502,  suggesting  a
strong positive  relationship between the
use  of  genetically  modified  organism
(GMO) soybeans in South Dakota and the
consumption  of  petroleum  in  French
Polynesia.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.8209269  indicates  that  approximately
82%  of  the  variance  in  petroleum
consumption  can  be  explained  by  the
variation  in  GMO  soybean  use.
Additionally, the p-value of less than 0.01
suggests  that  this  relationship  is
statistically significant.

Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating
the  robust  correlation  between  the  two
variables,  resembling  a  carefully
choreographed tango between a soybean
plant  and  a  barrel  of  petroleum.  The
figure  beautifully  encapsulates  the
unexpected  interconnectedness  of  these
seemingly  distant  elements,  inviting  a
moment of contemplation on the quirks of
our globalized world.

These findings not only challenge existing
paradigms  in  agricultural  and  energy
economics but also open a door into the
unexplored  realm  of  agricultural  cross-
pollination, so to speak, with the energy
sector.  With  such  a  striking  correlation,
one might even say it's as if the soybeans
and  petroleum  secretly  exchanged
friendship  bracelets  behind  the  world's
back.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  statistical  significance  of  the
relationship  between  soybean  GMO  use
and  petroleum  consumption  holds  vast
implications,  perhaps  constituting  a
wondrous  ballet  of  variables  in  the
economic  ecosystem,  pirouetting
gracefully  around  the  stage  of  global
trade  dynamics.  Through  this  lens,  the
soy  petroleum connection  emerges  as  a
potential  muse  for  both  academic
curiosity  and  the  occasional  witticism,
akin  to  finding  a  trove  of  puns  in  a
haystack.

In  conclusion,  this  robust  correlation
between GMO soybean use and petroleum
consumption invites a reevaluation of our
understanding  of  intercontinental
economic  relationships,  reminding  us
that, in the vast and perplexing landscape
of economic phenomena, serendipity may
very  well  be  our  most  faithful  research
companion.

DISCUSSION

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9060502 obtained in our study between
the use of genetically modified organism
(GMO) soybeans in South Dakota and the
consumption  of  petroleum  in  French
Polynesia aligns with the whimsical touch
found  in  some  literature.  As  Doe
eloquently  outlined  the  idiosyncrasies  of
petroleum consumption in islands, we find
ourselves  delightfully  entangled  in  the
web of seemingly disparate elements. It is
as  if  the  soybeans  and  petroleum
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embarked on a covert exploit, engaging in
a  clandestine  tango  that  has  persisted
across continents and markets, much like
a plot twist in a classic novel.

The  statistical  significance  of  this
relationship not  only  challenges existing
paradigms  in  agricultural  and  energy
economics  but  also  unveils  a
serendipitous discovery akin to stumbling
upon  a  hidden  subplot  in  the  economic
landscape.  Our  findings  reflect  the
unexpected  correlation  identified  in  our
literature  review,  where  amidst  the
scholarly  analyses,  the  unconventional
allure  of  soybeans  and  petroleum
beckons, much like finding a punchline in
an academic discourse.

Building  on  Smith's  far-reaching
implications of GMO soybean cultivation,
our  study  offers  a  glimpse  into  the
intricate  networks  that  govern  global
trade  dynamics,  painting  a  peculiar
picture  of  romance  and  intrigue  amid
soybean fields and oil rigs. The r-squared
value  of  0.8209269  indicates  that
approximately  82%  of  the  variance  in
petroleum consumption can be explained
by  the  variation  in  GMO  soybean  use,
further  unveiling  the  ballet  of  variables
within the economic ecosystem.

The notion of soy petroleum's potential as
a  muse  for  academic  curiosity  and
witticism finds resonance in our findings,
as the soybeans and petroleum appear to
have  secretly  exchanged  friendship
bracelets behind the world's back, much
like  characters  in  a  buddy  comedy  set
against the backdrop of rural landscapes
and ocean horizons. 

Indeed,  our  research  contributes  to  the
growing  literature  challenging
conventional  boundaries  and  beckoning
towards  the  potential  for  serendipitous
discoveries in the pursuit of knowledge. It
is a tantalizing invitation to reevaluate the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  distant
variables,  where,  in  the  vast  and
perplexing  landscape  of  economic
phenomena, serendipity may very well be
our most faithful research companion.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  the  correlation  between
GMO use in South Dakota and petroleum
consumption  in  French  Polynesia
uncovered a surprising relationship, akin
to  discovering  a  tuxedo-clad  penguin
making  oil  paintings.  Our  findings
challenge  traditional  perspectives,
inviting  a  fresh  lens  on  the
interconnectedness  of  agricultural  and
energy economics. It's as if soybeans and
petroleum  engaged  in  a  cosmic  tango,
and we stumbled upon their secret dance
party. This revelation opens the door to a
newfound  appreciation  for  the
lighthearted  potential  of  academic
discourse, akin to finding a joke in a data
set.  With such a striking correlation, it's
safe to say we've unraveled the mystery of
the  soy  petroleum  connection,  leaving
little  room  for  further  scholarly
investigation. After all, in the wise words
of a data-driven bard, "All's well that ends
in a statistically significant correlation."

No  further  research  is  needed  in  this
area.

Armed with a potent brew of data 
collection, statistical alchemy, temporal 
insights, geographical dynamism, and the 
fiendish art of cross-validation, our 
methodological cauldron boasted a 
concoction worthy of unraveling the 
eccentric and often inscrutable 
relationship between GMO soybean usage
in South Dakota and petroleum 
consumption in French Polynesia.
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