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Abstract

This study delves into the puzzling relationship between robberies in Idaho and U.S. intercountry 
adoptions over the period from 1999 to 2021. Utilizing data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information 
Services and the Bureau of Consular Affairs, we employed rigorous statistical analysis to unravel this 
unanticipated entanglement. Our findings revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9267912,
signaling a strong association between these seemingly disparate phenomena. Moreover, the statistical 
significance with p < 0.01 serves as a testament to the veracity of this strange connection. In the course 
of our investigation, we encountered some curious patterns that may shed light on the underlying 
dynamics driving this unexpected link. While we strive to maintain a scholarly demeanor, the absurdity of 
the findings cannot be overlooked, prompting us to ponder whether there may be a more larcenous 
motive behind some adoptions. Furthermore, it is our hope that this research encourages future studies to
explore the eccentric associations that often escape notice in the world of social phenomena.
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1. Introduction

     The study of societal phenomena often
leads researchers down unexpected paths,
uncovering peculiar connections that seem
to defy all logic and reason. In this vein, we
embark  upon  an  exploration  of  the
perplexing relationship between robberies in

the serene state of Idaho and the intricate
web of  U.S.  intercountry  adoptions.  While
one  may  assume  these  topics  to  be  as
dissimilar  as  chalk  and  cheese,  our
investigation  has  unearthed  a  startling
correlation  that  challenges  conventional
wisdom  and  raises  more  than  a  few
eyebrows.
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     The genesis  of  this  inquiry  stemmed
from a chance encounter with data from the
FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
and the Bureau of Consular Affairs. As we
delved into the numerical tapestry, we found
ourselves ensnared in the enigmatic nexus
between  criminal  activity  and  the
commendable act of intercountry adoptions.
The initial shock at the unlikely coalescence
of  these  two  disparate  domains  soon
morphed  into  an  insatiable  curiosity  to
decipher  the  underlying  mechanisms  at
play.

     With  a  resolute  commitment  to
methodological rigor, we subjected the data
to stringent statistical analysis in our quest
to  untangle  this  bewildering  conundrum.
The  resulting  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9267912  left  us  grappling  with  the
magnitude of the association, as it stood as
a  testament  to  the  unmistakable  link
between  these  seemingly  incongruous
phenomena. The statistical significance of p
< 0.01 further solidified our conviction in the
legitimacy of this confounding bond, leaving
us little room but to entertain the possibility
of a deeper, more clandestine connection.

     As diligent scholars, we approached this
unanticipated convergence with an earnest
desire to uphold the solemnity of academic
inquiry. However, the sheer absurdity of our
findings  has  led  us  to  contemplate  the
existence of a more nefarious undercurrent
beneath the veneer of altruistic intercountry
adoptions. While we refrain from leaping to
hasty  conclusions,  the  implications  of  our
discoveries  have  us  pondering  whether
there  may  be  a  more  larcenous  motive
lurking  within  the  realm  of  international
adoption.

     It  is  our  fervent  hope  that  this
investigation serves not only to shed light on
the  idiosyncratic  association  between
robberies in the Gem State and the transfer
of children across international borders, but
also  to  incite  further  exploration  of  the
curious  interplay  between  seemingly

disparate  social  phenomena.  For  in  the
world of scholarly inquiry, as in life, the most
unexpected  connections  often  yield  the
most intriguing revelations.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find that
the rate of robberies in Idaho has exhibited
an upward trend over the past two decades,
presenting  a  curious  anomaly  in  a  state
known more for  its  potatoes than criminal
activity. Building on this, "Doe and Johnson
(2018)" delve into the intricate world of U.S.
intercountry adoptions, shedding light on the
complex  cultural,  legal,  and  ethical
dimensions that underpin this transnational
phenomenon. However, our research takes
a departure from the expected and ventures
into the realm of the unexpected.

Turning  to  non-fiction  sources,  "The
Sociology  of  Crime"  by  James  Q.  Wilson
offers  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the
sociological  theories  underlying  criminal
behavior,  while  "International  Adoption:
Global  Inequalities  and  the  Circulation  of
Children" by Diana Marre and Laura Briggs
provides  insight  into  the  socio-political
complexities  of  intercountry  adoptions.
These  resources,  while  invaluable,  fail  to
address  the  extraordinary  nexus  we  have
uncovered.

On  a  more  speculative  note,  the  fiction
works "Robbery at the Adoption Agency" by
Agatha Christie and "The Burglar's Baby" by
Janet  Evanovich—a  surprising  departure
from  her  Stephanie  Plum  series—offer
imaginative  forays  into  the  intersection  of
theft  and  adoption.  While  their  narratives
are firmly ensconced in the realm of make-
believe,  the  uncanny  resonance  with  our
findings gives one pause.

Adding to this mix, social media posts have
also yielded intriguing anecdotes, such as a
tweet  from  @TrueCrimeObsessed  that
humorously mused, "Are adoptions secretly
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being  funded  by  stolen  goods?
#ConspiracyTheory."  While  this  may  be
tongue-in-cheek, the alignment with our own
musings  is  too  striking  to  be  dismissed
outright.

These disparate sources,  though varied in
nature,  collectively  point  to  a  perplexing
correlation  that  demands  further  scrutiny
and perhaps a sprinkle of Sherlock Holmes'
deductive  reasoning.  As  we  continue  our
exploration,  the absurdity  of  our  discovery
remains ever-present,  reminding us that in
the labyrinth of social phenomena, the most
unlikely  connections  may  hold  the  key  to
unlocking profound truths.

3. Our approach & methods

     In  order  to  disentangle  the  web  of
complexities  surrounding  the  relationship
between  robberies  in  Idaho  and  U.S.
intercountry  adoptions,  our  research  team
embarked on a methodological odyssey that
would make Odysseus himself envious. Our
data  collection  and  analysis  process  was
akin  to  traversing  a  convoluted  labyrinth,
complete  with  unexpected dead ends and
the  occasional  Minotaur-sized  statistical
anomaly. 

     First  and  foremost,  we  scoured  the
virtual  aisles  of  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services  and  the  Bureau  of
Consular  Affairs,  selecting  data  ranging
from 1999 to 2021 with the precision of  a
bargain-hunting  shopper  on  Black  Friday.
Adhering  to  the  scientific  principle  of
"beggars  can't  be  choosers,"  we  gleefully
accepted any morsel  of  data that  crossed
our path, although we must confess that the
urge to employ a divining rod in our search
did arise at times.

     Once  the  data  was  corralled,  we
subjected  it  to  a  battery  of  statistical
analyses that would make even the hardiest
of  calculators  tremble.  Our  weaponry  of
choice  included  correlation  analyses,

regression  models,  and  other  analytical
tools  that  often  elicited  groans  from  our
weary software and the occasional "Are we
there  yet?"  plea  from  our  beleaguered
research assistants.

     Our statistical  toolkit,  akin to a Swiss
Army knife  of  analytical  methods,  allowed
us  to  unearth  the  astonishing  correlation
coefficient of 0.9267912 that cemented the
perplexing link between robberies in Idaho
and  U.S.  intercountry  adoptions.  Like
intrepid  detectives  following  a  trail  of
breadcrumbs, we also scrutinized p-values
with the voracity of a sommelier evaluating
a vintage wine, and the p < 0.01 threshold
emerged  as  a  seal  of  approval  for  the
legitimacy of this fantastical association.

     It is worth noting that our approach was
not  without  its  moments  of  existential
reflection,  as  we  grappled  with  the  sheer
audacity  of  our  findings.  We  found
ourselves questioning whether statistics had
indeed  gone  too  far  in  uncovering  this
unlikely  relationship,  not  unlike  a
philosophical  debate  on  whether  a  tree
falling in the forest makes a sound if no one
is  around to  hear  it.  Yet,  with  unwavering
resolve,  we  ventured  forth  in  pursuit  of
scholarly  enlightenment  and  perhaps  the
occasional statistical mirage.

     Lastly,  in  a  bid  to  maintain
methodological transparency and to provide
fellow researchers with a roadmap through
our labyrinthine journey, we are committed
to  making  our  data  and  analysis  code
available,  should  any  brave  souls  wish  to
embark on a similar expedition through the
untamed wilderness of  correlation analysis
and intercountry adoption.

     In the spirit of scholarly camaraderie, we
invite  our  esteemed colleagues to embark
on  their  own  quests  to  unravel  mind-
boggling  connections  in  the  tapestry  of
societal phenomena, assuring them that the
rewards of discovery may well outweigh the
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occasional  statistical  labyrinthine
meanderings.

4. Results

The statistical analysis of the data from the
FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
and the Bureau of Consular Affairs yielded
unexpected  and,  dare  I  say,  downright
quirky  results.  Our  exploration  into  the
connection  between  robberies  in  the
peaceful  state  of  Idaho  and  U.S.
intercountry  adoptions  from  1999  to  2021
unveiled  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9267912, indicating a striking association
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  The  robustness  of  this
association was further underscored by an
r-squared value of 0.8589419, leaving us in
awe  of  the  extent  to  which  these  two
disparate realms converged.

Figure 1 showcases a scatterplot that vividly
illustrates  the  strong  correlation  between
robberies  in  Idaho  and  U.S.  intercountry
adoptions. The visual representation is akin
to  a  piece of  abstract  art,  with  each data
point  seeming  to  whisper,  "Hey,  there's
more to this than meets the eye!"

Remarkably,  the  p-value,  which  measures
the likelihood of observing such an extreme
correlation by chance alone, was less than
0.01.  This  level  of  statistical  significance
made it abundantly clear that the connection
between  these  phenomena  was  not
something we could simply brush off  as a
fluke or a statistical hiccup. No, this was as
real  as it  gets  in  the world  of  quantitative
analysis.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While the implications of these findings may
leave  the  academic  community  scratching
their  heads  and  the  general  public
wondering what on earth is going on, it  is
imperative  to  approach  this  unexpected
correlation with a blend of rigorous scrutiny
and a healthy sense of humor. After all, life
is  full  of  surprises – and apparently,  so is
data analysis.

5. Discussion

The findings of  our  study have brought  to
light  a  connection  that  is  not  only
unexpected but also undeniably perplexing.
The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9267912  has  lent  substantial  support  to
the  prior  research  by  Smith  et  al.  (2015),
who  first  brought  attention  to  the  peculiar
rise  in  robberies  in  Idaho.  Our  results  not
only  echo  their  observations  but  also
elevate  the  curiosity  surrounding  this
anomaly to new heights. While Smith et al.
focused on the increase in criminal activity,
our  study  extends  this  narrative  by
uncovering  a  startling  link  between  these
robberies and U.S. intercountry adoptions.

Additionally, the literature review provided a
glimpse  into  the  unconventional  trail  of
sources  we  trod  upon  in  pursuit  of
understanding  this  enigmatic  connection.
The musings of  @TrueCrimeObsessed on
social  media,  though seemingly  whimsical,
offered a glimpse into a realm where reality
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and  conspiracy  theories  intersect.  The
resonance between these offhand remarks
and our own ponderings cannot be ignored,
hinting  at  a  potential  undercurrent  that
transcends  the  realm  of  fiction.  It  is
admirable to see a convergence of scholarly
and  speculative  sources,  ultimately
culminating  in  the  empirical  evidence
presented in our study.

As  for  the  underlying  mechanics  of  this
association,  one  might  be  tempted  to
conjure fanciful notions akin to the fictional
narratives in Agatha Christie's "Robbery at
the Adoption Agency" or Janet Evanovich's
unexpected departure  into  larcenous  baby
business.  However,  our  analysis  offers  a
more measured perspective. It  is plausible
that the economic pressures stemming from
an increase in robberies could inadvertently
influence the adoption landscape, leading to
fluctuations in the U.S. intercountry adoption
patterns.  It  is  a stark reminder  that  in  the
labyrinth  of  social  phenomena,  the  most
unlikely  connections  may  hold  the  key  to
unlocking profound truths.

The  implications  of  these  findings,  while
undoubtedly  beguiling,  warrant  a  blend  of
academic  rigor  and  a  healthy  dollop  of
levity.  After  all,  when  faced  with  an
unforeseen association of  this  nature,  one
cannot  help  but  marvel  at  the
capriciousness  of  statistical  phenomena.
Our results serve as a gentle nudge to the
academic  community,  urging  scholars  to
embrace the unexpected and navigate the
enthralling, if not whimsical, paths that data
can unveil. As we await future studies that
may venture into the eccentric associations
often lurking beneath the surface of societal
phenomena, it is clear that the intersection
of robberies in Idaho and U.S. intercountry
adoptions  has,  in  its  own  peculiar  way,
added  a  splash  of  color  to  the  canvas  of
sociological inquiry.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study has illuminated a
surreal  intersection  between  robberies  in
the tranquil state of Idaho and the intricate
web  of  U.S.  intercountry  adoptions.  The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9267912
not  only  defies  conventional  expectations
but also serves as a reminder that the world
of statistical analysis is rife with unexpected
twists and turns. The statistical significance
with p < 0.01 unequivocally asserts that this
enigmatic  bond  is  not  to  be  dismissed
lightly, and perhaps prompts us to question
whether there's a more covert  playbook at
work in some adoptions.

As we reflect on these peculiar findings, it
becomes  clear  that  the  world  of  social
phenomena  is  indeed  a  rich  tapestry  of
bewildering  connections,  many  of  which
may elude conventional understanding. Our
results  beg  the  question:  are  there
clandestine forces at play, weaving a web of
intrigue  that  entwines  the  seemingly
unrelated  realms  of  criminal  activity  and
international  adoption?  Or  perhaps,  in  the
words  of  Shakespeare,  "There  are  more
things  in  heaven  and  earth,  Horatio,  than
are dreamt of in your philosophy."

While we have stumbled upon this curiously
strong correlation, it  is crucial to recognize
that  correlation  does  not  imply  causation.
Nonetheless, the implications of our findings
are as fascinating as they are confounding,
leaving us with a lasting sense of  wonder
and a healthy dose of skepticism.

In  the  spirit  of  scholarly  inquiry,  we  urge
future researchers to delve deeper into the
peculiar  associations that  often lurk  in  the
shadows of statistical data. However, for the
time  being,  we  assert  that  our  study  has
unraveled  one  of  the  most  confounding
riddles in  the annals of  social  phenomena
and  confidently  declare  that  no  more
research is  needed in this  particular  area.
After all,  sometimes a little mystery is just
what the academic doctor ordered.
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