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Abstract

This article pours over the scorching connection between arson cases in Missouri and the gasoline 
consumption in the United Kingdom from 1985 to 2022. By fueling our study with data from the FBI 
Criminal Justice Information Services and the Energy Information Administration, we ignite discussions on
this burning question. The correlation coefficient of 0.9670490 and a significant p-value of less than 0.01 
illuminate a striking relationship between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our findings not only 
kindle curiosity but also fire up the imagination for future research in this combustive area.
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1. Introduction

Arson has long been a hot topic in the field
of  law  enforcement,  igniting  fears  and
concerns about  public  safety and property
damage.  Meanwhile,  gasoline  has  been
fueling  the  engines  of  the  economy  and
transportation  in  the  United  Kingdom  for
decades.  However,  what  if  there  was  a
connection  between  these  two  seemingly
unrelated  entities?  Could  there  be  a  fiery
relationship lurking beneath the surface? In
this study, we attempt to shed light on this
smoldering  issue  by  examining  the
correlation between arson cases in Missouri

and  gasoline  consumption  in  the  United
Kingdom.

As  the  flames  of  curiosity  flickered,  we
delved into the extensive dataset  provided
by  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services, chronicling arson incidents in the
state  of  Missouri  from  1985  to  2022.
Simultaneously,  we  turned  our  attention
across  the  Atlantic,  where  the  Energy
Information  Administration  generously
provided  us  with  data  on  gasoline
consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  over
the same period. With this incendiary data
in  hand,  we  sought  to  determine  if  there
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exists  a  combustible  link  between  these
disparate phenomena.

We primed our analysis by heat-testing the
correlation coefficient,  and to our surprise,
the resulting value of 0.9670490 blazed with
significance. Our findings kindled the fire of
speculation,  leading  us  to  ponder  the
potential  implications  of  this  scorching
correlation.  Could  it  be  that  the  sale  of
gasoline  in  the  UK is  inadvertently  fueling
the flames of arson in Missouri? Or perhaps
there  are  external  forces  at  play,  stoking
both  the  arson  rates  in  Missouri  and  the
demand for gasoline across the pond.

Before  we  torch  any  preconceptions,  it  is
essential to recognize the limitations of our
study. Correlation does not imply causation,
and it is entirely plausible that the observed
connection is nothing more than a statistical
anomaly.  Nevertheless,  the  searing
significance  of  the  p-value,  clocking  in  at
less than 0.01, suggests that there is more
to  this  conflagration  than  meets  the  eye.
This study is merely the spark that ignites
the  bonfire  of  future  research  in  this
combustive  and  potentially  explosive  field.
By peering through the smoke and flames,
we hope to illuminate the underlying factors
driving this inferno of statistical correlation.

In the following sections, we will dissect the
data with the precision of a fire investigator,
scrutinizing  the  temporal  patterns  and
regional  variations  in  arson  cases  in
Missouri  in  juxtaposition  with  the ebb and
flow of gasoline consumption in the United
Kingdom.  Furthermore,  we  will  fan  the
flames  of  discussion  by  considering
potential mechanisms through which these
two  phenomena  may  be  interconnected.
Our  aim  is  not  to  provide  a  definitive
explanation  but  to  spark  dialogue  and
curiosity  among  our  peers,  encouraging
them  to  turn  up  the  heat  in  their  own
research endeavors.

In  conclusion,  this  study  serves  as  a
beacon,  casting  light  on  the  fiery

relationship between arson in Missouri and
gasoline  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Our
findings  not  only  stoke  the  embers  of
curiosity but also ignite the imagination for
future inquiry in this incendiary subject area.
As we embark on this smoldering journey,
let  us  tread  carefully,  for  the  truth  behind
this fiery correlation may be as elusive as a
flame in the wind.

2. Literature Review

To  explore  the  incendiary  connection
between  arson  in  Missouri  and  gasoline
consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom,  we
have scoured the academic landscape for
pertinent  literature  on  this  blazing  topic.
Smith  et  al.  (2015)  set  the  stage  for  our
investigation  by examining the spatial  and
temporal patterns of arson incidents in the
United  States,  providing  valuable  insights
into  the  geographical  distribution  of  these
fiery  acts.  Meanwhile,  Doe  and  Jones
(2018)  delved  into  the  socioeconomic
factors  influencing  gasoline  demand  in
European  countries,  offering  a
comprehensive analysis of fuel consumption
trends.  Building  upon  these  foundational
works, our study seeks to light a fire under
the  cross-continental  correlation  between
these two phenomena.

In  "The  Heat  Wave:  Gasoline  and  the
Global  Economy,"  author  John  Burnstin
delves  into  the  economic  interplay  of
gasoline  consumption  and  international
trade, shedding light on the intricate web of
supply  and  demand  dynamics.  Similarly,
"The  Firestarter's  Guide  to  Arson:  A
Comprehensive  Analysis"  by  Blaze  E.
Trailblazer  presents  a  comprehensive
exploration of arson as a criminal act and its
societal  implications,  offering  a  gripping
narrative  of  true  crime  and  forensic
investigations.

Turning to the realm of fiction, "Inferno: The
Arsonist Chronicles" by Ember Sparks and
"Gasoline  Dreams:  A  Combustible  Love
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Story" by Ignatius Fumes offer imaginative
narratives  that,  while  not  grounded  in
empirical  data,  capture  the  fervor  and
intrigue surrounding the fiery themes of our
study.

In our quest for a deeper understanding of
this conflagration of topics, we ventured into
the  realm  of  children's  programming.
Through  episodes  of  "Fireman  Sam"  and
"Curious  George  and  the  Mystery  of  the
Missing Gas Can," we sought to grasp the
public's  perception  of  arson  and  gasoline
usage,  albeit  through  a  lighthearted  and
whimsical lens.

As we take stock of the literature landscape,
it  becomes evident  that  the intersection of
arson in Missouri and gasoline consumption
in the United Kingdom is a topic that ignites
both  curiosity  and  creativity.  Our  study
endeavors to fan the flames of discussion in
this  fiery  field,  recognizing  that  the  fire  of
knowledge is  often kindled by unexpected
sources.

3. Our approach & methods

To  kindle  an  understanding  of  the  fiery
relationship between arson in Missouri and
gasoline  consumption  in  the  United
Kingdom, our research team embarked on a
data-gathering  expedition  that  would  rival
the  intensity  of  a  five-alarm  fire.  We
carefully  selected data sources that  would
fuel  our  investigation,  primarily  relying  on
the  comprehensive  databases  of  the  FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services  and
the Energy Information Administration. The
arson  incident  data  from  the  state  of
Missouri, spanning from 1985 to 2022, was
meticulously  extracted  from  the  FBI's
repository,  while  the gasoline  consumption
figures  in  the  United  Kingdom  over  the
same  period  were  sourced  from  the
flamethrower  of  information  that  is  the
Energy Information Administration.

With  our  data  sources  ablaze,  we
methodically  scrutinized  the  patterns  and
trends over the years, employing statistical
tools  and inferential  analyses to tease out
any  potential  correlations  between  these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena.  Our
investigation  was  akin  to  conducting  a
forensic  examination,  carefully  sifting
through  the  data  for  any  sparks  of
connection.

In order  to  heat  up our  data  analysis,  we
employed a variety of statistical techniques,
including correlation analysis, to gauge the
degree  of  association  between  arson
incidents  in  Missouri  and  gasoline
consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom.  We
diligently  calculated  the  correlation
coefficient, bolstered by our trusty statistical
software,  to  determine  the  strength  and
direction of the relationship between these
variables.  Additionally,  we  meticulously
scrutinized  the  p-value  to  assess  the
significance  of  our  findings,  ensuring  that
our conclusions were not merely smoke and
mirrors.

To  add  a  dash  of  complexity  to  our
scorching  investigation,  we  also  explored
potential  confounding  variables  and
covariates that could potentially inflame the
observed  correlation.  Through  rigorous
sensitivity  analyses  and  robust  statistical
modeling, we aimed to quench any doubts
about  the  robustness  of  our  findings  and
prevent any false alarms from igniting within
the scientific community.

Furthermore,  we  embraced  the  heat  of
multivariate  regression  analyses  to  ferret
out  any  potential  mediating  or  moderating
factors  that  may  stoke  the  flames  of
correlation between these two phenomena.
Our  quest  for  understanding  was  akin  to
navigating a labyrinth of  statistical  inferno,
where each turn revealed new insights into
the  complex  interplay  between  arson  in
Missouri  and  gasoline  consumption  in  the
United Kingdom.
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Throughout our methodological journey, we
remained  vigilant  against  the  dangers  of
spurious  correlations  and  statistical
mirages, ensuring that our findings were as
resilient  as  a flame resistant  material.  We
also  rigorously  tested  the  assumptions
underlying  our  analytical  approaches,
ensuring that  the inferno of  correlation we
identified was not a mere statistical artifact. 

In conclusion, our methodological approach
was  designed  to  stoke  the  embers  of
scientific inquiry and illuminate the potential
nexus  between  arson  in  Missouri  and
gasoline  consumption  in  the  United
Kingdom.  We  meticulously  tended  to  the
flames of  data  analysis,  ensuring that  our
conclusions  were  not  consumed  by  the
inferno  of  statistical  noise  but  instead
soared as brightly as a well-tended bonfire.

4. Results

The  correlation  analysis  between  arson
cases in Missouri and gasoline consumption
in the United Kingdom yielded a scorching
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9670490.  This
high  correlation  coefficient  indicates  a
strong  positive  linear  relationship  between
the two seemingly unrelated variables. The
R-squared  value  of  0.9351838  further
underscores  the  robustness  of  this
connection,  suggesting  that  a  blazing
93.52% of the variability in arson cases in
Missouri can be explained by the variation
in  gasoline  consumption  in  the  United
Kingdom.

The  significance  of  this  correlation  was
confirmed by the p-value, which was found
to  be  less  than  0.01.  This  indicates  that
there is less than a 1% probability that the
observed  correlation  is  due  to  random
chance.  In  other  words,  the  likelihood  of
such  a  fiery  association  occurring  by
accident  is  less  than that  of  finding a  fire
hydrant in the middle of the Sahara Desert.

To  visually  encapsulate  the  fervent
relationship between arson in Missouri and
gasoline in the United Kingdom, we present
Figure 1, a scorching scatterplot illustrating
the strong positive correlation between the
two variables. One look at this plot,  and it
becomes clear that the connection between
these variables is hotter than a summer day
in the Mojave Desert.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The results  of  this  study  not  only  fan  the
flames  of  curiosity  but  also  stoke  the
imagination  for  future  research  in  this
combustive  area.  While  we  must  exercise
caution  in  drawing  definitive  causal
conclusions, the strength of this correlation
invites further exploration into the potential
mechanisms  underlying  this  incendiary
relationship. Let this research be the spark
that  ignites  further  inquiry,  fueling
discussions  and  prompting  future
investigations into this fiery nexus between
arson in Missouri and gasoline in the United
Kingdom.

5. Discussion

The  scorching  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9670490 between arson cases in Missouri
and  gasoline  consumption  in  the  United
Kingdom  sets  the  stage  for  a  fiery
discussion  concerning  the
interconnectedness  of  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables.  Our  findings  not  only
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fan the flames of curiosity but also bolster
the  previous  research  that  hinted  at  a
burning correlation.

Building  upon  the  foundational  works  of
Smith  et  al.  (2015)  and  Doe  and  Jones
(2018),  our  study  adds  fuel  to  the  fire  by
confirming and amplifying their observations
about  the spatial  and temporal patterns of
arson incidents in the United States and the
socioeconomic  factors influencing gasoline
demand in European countries. It's evident
that these previous researchers were onto
something  hot  when  they  laid  the
groundwork  for  our  investigation.  They
might  not  have been deliberately  trying to
stoke  the  flames  of  curiosity,  but  they
certainly didn't dampen them.

Furthermore,  the  economic  interplay  of
gasoline  consumption  and  international
trade,  as  illuminated  by  John  Burnstin  in
"The Heat Wave," seems to have sparked a
greater understanding of the intricate web of
supply  and  demand  dynamics  that  could
explain the robust correlation we observed.
Similarly,  Blaze  E.  Trailblazer's
comprehensive  analysis  of  arson  as  a
criminal  act  and  its  societal  implications
provided  a  gripping  narrative  that  could
have easily fueled our own investigation. It's
as if  the literature was trying to ignite  our
curiosity  with  its  blazing  relevance  to  our
study.

Even our foray into children's programming
cannot be dismissed as mere frivolity.  The
whimsical lens through which we viewed the
public's  perception  of  arson  and  gasoline
usage shed some unexpected light on the
intersections  of  these  incendiary  topics.
Who knew that "Fireman Sam" and "Curious
George and the Mystery of the Missing Gas
Can"  would  play  a  role  in  igniting  our
understanding of this blazing nexus? It goes
to  show  that  sometimes  the  most
unexpected sources can  kindle  the fire  of
knowledge.

In conclusion,  our results  not  only confirm
the  robust  correlation  between  arson  in
Missouri  and  gasoline  consumption  in  the
United Kingdom but also serve as a spark
for future inquiry. The fire of knowledge has
been stoked, and it's clear that this area of
research  is  hotter  than  a  jalapeno-laced
gasoline.  Let  our  findings  serve  as  the
kindling  for  future  investigations  into  this
combustive  area,  and  may  the  flames  of
curiosity  continue  to  burn  bright  in  the
pursuit of understanding this fiery nexus.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  set  the
research  world  ablaze  with  its  scorching
findings on the relationship between arson
in Missouri and gasoline consumption in the
United  Kingdom.  The  inferno  of  statistical
correlation we uncovered, with a correlation
coefficient hotter than a firefighter's chili and
a p-value lower than the odds of finding a
fire  hydrant  in  the  Sahara,  has  left  us  all
feeling a bit singed.

However, we must approach these findings
with  the  caution  of  a  fire  marshal  in  a
dynamite factory. Correlation does not imply
causation, and it's entirely possible that this
blazing  connection  is  no  more  than  a
statistical  anomaly  –  a  statistical  wildfire
that's all heat and no light, if you will.

Nevertheless, our incendiary findings kindle
the  flames  of  curiosity  and  spark  the
imagination  for  future  research  in  this
combustive area. We've thrown fuel on the
fire of scientific  inquiry,  and now it's up to
our  fellow  researchers  to  grab  the
extinguisher  and  douse  this  scorching
question with rigorous investigation.

As  we  smother  this  dissertation  with  our
conclusion, we assert that no more research
is needed in this area. The heat is just too
much for us to handle.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


