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Abstract

This  study delves  into  the  intriguing  connection  between the  annual  draft  pick  count  of  the
Boston Celtics and the usage of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Guyana. Despite the apparent
disparity  between  these  two  seemingly  unrelated  entities,  our  team  sought  to  uncover  any
potential correlations lurking beneath the surface. By employing data from Basketball Reference
and the Energy Information Administration, we unearthed a surprising correlation coefficient of
0.7488593 and a significant level of p < 0.01 for the years spanning 1980 to 2021. Our findings
not only shed light on this unanticipated relationship but also highlight the importance of keeping
an open mind when exploring statistical phenomena. This research serves as a lighthearted yet
thought-provoking addition to the growing field of interdisciplinary connections.

1.  Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The world of sports and the realm of energy usage may seem to exist in entirely separate
universes, much like the Boston Celtics and the small South American nation of Guyana.
Nevertheless, as the famous basketball coach Phil Jackson once said, "The strength of the
team is each individual member. The strength of each member is the team." With this
sentiment  in  mind,  our team embarked on a  journey to  investigate  whether  a  similar
symbiotic relationship could be found between the annual draft pick count of the Boston
Celtics and the consumption of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Guyana.

While the Boston Celtics have been making moves on the court for decades, Guyana has
quietly been consuming LPG for various domestic, commercial, and industrial purposes.
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The seemingly incongruous nature of these two entities piqued our curiosity, leading us to
scrutinize their respective timelines and statistics for any sign of correlation.

In the following pages, we shall delve into the data, analyze the numbers, and perhaps
even shoot some statistical three-pointers to shed light on this improbable association.
Amidst the sea of serious scholarly endeavors, it's healthy to take a break and explore the
unexpected, the absurd, and the seemingly impossible. As Mark Twain so aptly put it,
"The secret source of humor is not joy but sorrow; there is no humor in heaven."

So join us as we traverse the intersection of basketball and gas consumption, where hoops
meet heat and rebounds collide with releases of energy. Together,  we shall  unravel  a
correlation that's nothin' but net - quite literally. And who knows, we might just find that
this connection, however bizarre, has more substance than the infamous "lucky bounce"
in a game of basketball.

2.  Literature Review

The correlation between the annual draft pick count of the Boston Celtics and the usage
of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Guyana has been a subject of much speculation and
interest among scholars. Early investigations by Smith (2005), Doe (2010), and Jones
(2015)  primarily  focused  on  the  statistical  analysis  of  sports  team  performance  and
energy consumption patterns. These foundational studies set the stage for our research, as
they  laid  bare  the  potential  for  unexpected  connections  between  seemingly  disparate
domains.

Turning to non-fiction literature,  books such as "Freakonomics" by Steven Levitt  and
Stephen  Dubner  and  "Moneyball"  by  Michael  Lewis  have  underscored  the  uncanny
relationships  that  can  emerge  from analyzing  unconventional  data  streams.  Although
these works primarily examine economics and sports, respectively, they have provided
insights into the unorthodox pathways that can lead to surprising correlations.

In a somewhat surreal departure from the realm of non-fiction, authors such as Douglas
Adams ("The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy"), Kurt Vonnegut ("Cat's Cradle"), and
Haruki Murakami ("Kafka on the Shore") have crafted narratives that explore the absurd
and the inexplicable. While their works may not directly address the correlation between
basketball drafts and gas usage, they remind us of the boundless potential for unexpected
connections in the universe.

Shifting our gaze from literature to cinema, the film "Space Jam" – a classic of the 1990s
–  seamlessly  intertwines  the  worlds  of  basketball  and  animation,  illustrating  the
unforeseen  intersections  that  can  occur  in  the  most  unlikely  scenarios.  The  comedic
escapades of Bugs Bunny and the earnest determination of Michael Jordan serve as a
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testament to the unanticipated pairings that may lurk beneath the surface of seemingly
distinct realms.

In synthesizing these scholarly and cultural touchstones, our team endeavors to illuminate
the mysterious threads that weave through the fabric of statistical  phenomena. As we
navigate the entwined worlds of sports drafts and energy consumption, we remain ever
mindful of the potential for laughter, surprise, and, perhaps, a slam dunk of statistical
correlation.

3.  Research Approach

The methodology employed in this research involved a combination of data collection,
statistical analysis, and some good old-fashioned statistical hoop-jumping. 

Data Collection:

To begin our exploration of the apparent relationship between the Boston Celtics' annual
draft pick count and LPG consumption in Guyana, we scoured the depths of the internet,
seamlessly transitioning from basketball databases to energy consumption reports. Our
primary  sources  of  data  were  Basketball  Reference,  where  we  gathered  detailed
information about the Celtics' draft picks from 1980 to 2021, and the Energy Information
Administration, which provided comprehensive data on LPG usage in Guyana over the
same time period.  The data  collection  process  involved no dunking or  dribbling,  but
rather meticulous extraction of numerical values and draft pick histories. 

Statistical Analysis:

Once the data were collected, we rigorously unpacked them using an arsenal of statistical
tools. We calculated the correlation coefficient between the annual draft pick count of the
Boston Celtics and the consumption of LPG in Guyana, utilizing complex mathematical
computations that were more precise than a Celtics player's jump shot. Furthermore, we
conducted hypothesis  testing to ascertain the significance of the observed correlation,
employing techniques that were as methodical as a well-executed layup. To ensure the
robustness of our findings, we also conducted sensitivity analyses and cross-validated our
results  using  a  variety  of  statistical  models.  Our statistical  analysis  was  as  tight  and
disciplined as a Celtics defense in the finals, leaving no room for loose ends or defensive
lapses.

Statistical Hoop-Jumping:

In  addition  to  traditional  statistical  methods,  we  ventured  into  the  realm  of
unconventional statistical hoop-jumping. This involved creating an analogy between the
number of draft picks and the volume of LPG usage, drawing parallels akin to a skilled
point guard orchestrating plays on the court. Our approach was not merely about shooting
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statistical free throws; rather, it was about weaving a narrative that combined the art of
basketball  with  the  science  of  energy  consumption.  By  employing  this  innovative
method, we not only uncovered correlations but also elucidated the underlying dynamics
between these seemingly disparate variables.

In conclusion, the methodology utilized in this research was a strategic blend of data
collection,  rigorous  statistical  analysis,  and  a  touch  of  statistical  hoop-jumping,  all
serving to unravel the curious connection between the annual draft  pick count of the
Boston Celtics and the consumption of LPG in Guyana.

4.  Findings

The findings of our investigation revealed a remarkably strong correlation between the
annual draft pick count of the Boston Celtics and the usage of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) in Guyana. The correlation coefficient of 0.7488593 signified a robust positive
relationship between these seemingly disparate variables. This unexpected connection left
us pondering whether we had stumbled upon a statistical slam dunk or merely a fortuitous
air ball in the world of research.

The r-squared value of 0.5607903 indicated that approximately 56.08% of the variation in
LPG usage in Guyana could be explained by the annual draft pick count of the Boston
Celtics.  While  this  percentage  might  not  constitute  a  full-court  press  in  terms  of
explanatory power, it certainly signaled a noteworthy level of influence exerted by the
draft pick count on LPG consumption.

The p-value of less than 0.01 underscored the statistical  significance of the observed
correlation,  affirming that  the  likelihood of  such a  relationship  occurring  by  random
chance alone was exceedingly low. This result prompted us to contemplate the intriguing
notion that, perhaps, there exists a cosmic convergence between the fate of basketball
draft picks and the demand for LPG in a distant land.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Upon visual inspection, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) succinctly encapsulated the strength of the
correlation, depicting a discernible pattern of association between the two variables. The
clustered data points coalesced in a manner reminiscent of a well-executed play on the
basketball court, excelling in its ability to convey the intricate interplay between Celtics
draft picks and LPG consumption in Guyana.

In summary, the results of this study unearthed a surprising and substantial correlation
between the annual draft pick count of the Boston Celtics and the usage of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas in Guyana, shedding light on an unexpected, yet undeniably intriguing,
statistical phenomenon.

5.  Discussion on findings

The uncovering of a sizeable and statistically significant correlation between the annual
draft pick count of the Boston Celtics and the consumption of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) in Guyana marks a significant leap towards understanding the potential interplay
between seemingly unrelated variables. Our findings not only bolster previous research
by Smith (2005), Doe (2010), and Jones (2015) but also expand the scholarly discourse
which has been predominately focused on more conventional correlations. It appears that
our foray into the unexpected correlation between a storied basketball franchise and the
energy needs of a South American nation has illuminated a truly remarkable connection,
further  solidifying  the  notion  that  statistical  relationships  often  defy  traditional
expectations.

The r-squared value of 0.5607903, although not a full-court press in terms of explanatory
power, indicates a noteworthy level of influence exerted by the draft pick count on LPG
consumption. This finding aligns with the unorthodox pathways to surprising correlations
highlighted  in  works  such  as  "Freakonomics"  and  "Moneyball."  While  these  literary
references might seem like mere literary whimsy, they have ultimately proven prescient
in  guiding  our  investigation  and  interpretation  of  the  results.  Indeed,  the  uncanny

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



relationships portrayed in these texts find an unexpected parallel in the correlation we
have observed, affirming the unexpected convergence between basketball draft picks and
LPG demand.

Moreover, the p-value of less than 0.01 lends further weight to the significance of the
observed  correlation.  This  outcome  not  only  substantiates  the  robustness  of  the
relationship but also prompts an amusing thought – namely, whether there might be a
cosmic convergence between the fate of basketball draft picks and the demand for LPG in
Guyana. As we consider such a whimsical notion, it is apparent that our findings have
tapped into the surreal and capricious potential for unexpected connections, reminiscent
of the absurdist narratives of Adams, Vonnegut, and Murakami.

The  scatterplot  depicting  the  relationship  between  Celtics  draft  picks  and  LPG
consumption,  which  we  likened  to  a  well-executed  play  on  the  basketball  court,
humorously  captures  the  intricate  interplay  between  these  variables.  This  visual
representation not only conveys the strength of the correlation but also serves as a light-
hearted homage to the comedic escapades of "Space Jam," underscoring the unforeseen
intersections that can occur in the most unlikely scenarios.

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  underscored  the  tantalizing  and  unexpected  connection
between the annual draft pick count of the Boston Celtics and the usage of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas in Guyana. This unlikely correlation serves as a reminder that, amid the
rigors of scientific inquiry, there is always room for the unexpected, the serendipitous,
and the downright amusing.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the seemingly incongruous relationship between the
annual  draft  pick  count  of  the  Boston  Celtics  and  the  consumption  of  Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Guyana has yielded insights that are as surprising as a half-court
buzzer beater. The robust positive correlation coefficient of 0.7488593 suggests that there
is  more to this  statistical  dance than meets the eye,  much like a  player  who appears
unassuming but makes unparalleled contributions to the game.

The substantial r-squared value of 0.5607903 indicates that over half of the variation in
LPG usage in Guyana can be explained by the annual draft pick count of the Celtics. It's
as if the draft picks are setting screens and dishing out assists to the LPG consumption
statistics, creating an unexpected synergy reminiscent of an unorthodox but effective play
on the court.

We must acknowledge that while correlation does not imply causation, the statistically
significant p-value of less than 0.01 leaves us with little doubt about the existence of this
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compelling connection. It's  as if fate orchestrated a full-court press, bringing together
these disparate entities in an unforeseen statistical embrace.

Despite  the compelling nature of our findings,  we must  exercise caution in  ascribing
causality. It’s important to remember that correlation doesn’t imply a direct relationship.
After all, we wouldn’t want to draft unsound conclusions like a team selecting a player
based solely on their shoe size.

In light of these revelations, we are left to ponder the implications and applications of this
unanticipated correlation. Could the Boston Celtics' draft picks be subtly influencing the
demand for LPG in Guyana from across the oceans? Perhaps it's all just an instance of
statistical serendipity, a cosmic convergence that defies conventional reasoning.

As we close this chapter on the peculiar correlation between Celtics draft picks and LPG
usage in Guyana, it becomes abundantly clear that our findings have added a lighthearted
yet thought-provoking dimension to the growing field of interdisciplinary connections.
We  have  highlighted  the  importance  of  considering  unconventional  relationships,
reminding us  that  even in  the  realm of  statistics,  surprises  can  be found where least
expected.

Given the strength of our findings and the unorthodox nature of our subject matter, we
assert that further research in this area is unnecessary. As they say in basketball, "You
miss 100% of the shots you don't take," but in this case, we've hit nothing but net.
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