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ABSTRACT

UFO a Summit: A Statistical Analysis of the Relationship between
UFO Sightings in Alabama and Total Number of Successful Mount

Everest Climbs

This paper presents a comprehensive statistical  analysis of  the potential  connection
between the frequency of UFO sightings in Alabama and the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center and the
CBC, our research team examined yearly occurrences from 1975 to 2011. Our findings
revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.8915444 and a p-value of less than 0.01,
suggesting  a  strong  positive  relationship  between  these  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.  While  the  presence  of  extraterrestrial  beings  at  the  summit  of  Mount
Everest may seem far-fetched, our results demand further investigation and reflection
on the potential influence of interstellar activity on earthly feats. The implications of this
research are as noteworthy as they are out of this world.
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I. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The field of statistics has long been utilized to uncover connections between seemingly unrelated

phenomena. In recent years, the intersection of statistical analysis and unconventional subject 

matter has led to a plethora of intriguing possibilities. Our investigation delves into the 

relationship between UFO sightings in Alabama and the total number of successful Mount 

Everest climbs. While on the surface these two subjects may seem as congruent as a Martian's 

day-to-day life and Earth's atmospheric conditions, we aim to shed light on any potential 

correlation that may exist.

The allure of the unexplained has led many to gaze into the sky and ponder the possibility of 

extraterrestrial visitations. Alabama, a state known for its rich history and southern charm, also 

boasts a substantial number of reported UFO sightings. On the other hand, Mount Everest, 

towering majestically on the border of Nepal and Tibet, has consistently lured adventurers to its 

treacherous slopes in pursuit of reaching the pinnacle of human accomplishment. The 

juxtaposition of UFO activity and extreme mountaineering raises tantalizing questions that 

warrant a rigorous statistical inquiry.

The magnitude of both UFO sightings and Mount Everest summit attempts spans decades, 

offering a wealth of data ripe for analysis. Examining this extensive dataset from 1975 to 2011, 

we sought to ascertain whether there exists a discernible pattern between these disparate events. 

As we embark on our statistical odyssey, it is crucial to maintain a discerning eye to discern true 

relationships from mere statistical noise.
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Our investigation aims not only to uncover any potential correlation but also to spark thought-

provoking discourse regarding the influence of extraterrestrial activity on human endeavors. 

While the notion of little green beings aiding mountaineers in their ascent may seem far-fetched, 

in the realm of statistics, all possibilities must be entertained until proven otherwise. The 

implications of our findings, if indeed a significant relationship is unveiled, would be as 

extraordinary as the phenomena under scrutiny.

With this in mind, we present our findings that may captivate the curious and entice further 

exploration into the celestial and earthly convergence. It is our hope that this study will not only 

contribute to the scientific literature but also inspire a touch of wonder and awe in the most 

skeptical of readers. As we embark on this statistical expedition, let us keep our feet firmly 

grounded while also allowing our minds to wander among the stars.

II. Literature Review

In their seminal work, Smith and Doe (2005) conducted a comprehensive analysis of UFO 

sightings in various regions of the United States. While their focus was not specific to Alabama, 

the authors unearthed intriguing patterns in the frequency and distribution of reported UFO 

encounters. Their findings provided a foundational understanding of the prevalence of 

extraterrestrial activity and laid the groundwork for our investigation of the correlation between 

UFO sightings and successful Mount Everest climbs.

Similarly, Jones (2010) investigated the historical records of Mount Everest expeditions, 

documenting the triumphs and tribulations faced by climbers over the years. The author's 
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meticulous examination of mountaineering data formed the contextual backdrop against which 

we explored the potential interplay of UFO sightings and summit conquests. The groundwork 

laid by these esteemed researchers set the stage for our own statistical endeavor.

Moving beyond academic studies, a number of non-fiction books have also contributed insightful

perspectives to the topic at hand. "UFOs Over Alabama: An Exploration of Extraterrestrial 

Encounters" by Investigator X, delves into the peculiar anecdotes of otherworldly encounters 

reported in the Heart of Dixie. While not specifically delving into statistical analysis, the 

narratives within this work offer a unique lens through which to view our research question.

In a similar vein, "Summit Dreams: The Quest for Mount Everest" by Explorer Y, offers a 

gripping account of the relentless pursuit of conquering Earth's highest peak. With vivid 

descriptions and firsthand narratives, this book encapsulates the determination and perseverance 

of mountaineers in the face of formidable challenges. Though lacking in statistical analyses, the 

sentiment of reaching for the stars, whether extraterrestrial or terrestrial, resonates deeply with 

the ethos of our investigation.

However, the literature on this topic is not limited to serious academic works and non-fiction 

accounts. In a rather unexpected turn, the fiction novel "Alien Ascents: UFOs at the Summit" by 

Author Z, presents a speculative tale of alien interventions aiding intrepid climbers in their 

ascent of Mount Everest. While purely a work of imagination, the whimsical narrative invites a 

moment of levity and creativity amidst our rigorous scholarly pursuit.

Venturing into the realm of outlandish sources, our research team also conducted an exhaustive 

review of unconventional materials. This included the back labels of shampoo bottles, seeking 

hidden messages from extraterrestrial entities directing climbers to the mountaintop. Though 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



unorthodox, this approach provided a moment of amusement and a clean scalp for our diligent 

researchers.

In light of the diverse range of sources consulted, our literature review has afforded a nuanced 

understanding of the existing landscape surrounding UFO sightings and Mount Everest climbs. 

The multidimensional nature of our exploration underpins the complexity and intrigue inherent 

in our statistical analysis.

III. Methodology

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection and Selection: 

Our research team collected data from various sources across the internet, including the National 

UFO Reporting Center and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). The chosen time 

frame for our analysis ranged from 1975 to 2011, a period marked by significant advancements 

in both UFO sightings and mountaineering escapades. The decision to focus on Alabama's UFO 

sightings and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs was based on the availability 

of robust datasets and the desire to explore an unconventional juxtaposition of phenomena. We 

must note that our research excluded failed summit attempts, as these did not align with our 

selection criteria. We also excluded UFO sightings that were not clearly reported as belonging to 

Alabama, in order to maintain the integrity of our dataset.

Statistical Analysis:
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Our examination of the relationship between UFO sightings and successful Mount Everest 

climbs began with a thorough exploration of the collected data. Descriptive statistics were 

employed to characterize the central tendencies and distributions of both variables. A 

combination of exploratory data analysis and statistical modeling was then applied to investigate 

any discernible patterns or relationships between these seemingly disparate occurrences.

Correlation Analysis:

To quantify the potential association between UFO sightings in Alabama and the total number of 

successful Mount Everest climbs, we calculated the correlation coefficient. As the cornerstone of 

our investigation, the correlation coefficient provided valuable insights into the strength and 

direction of the linear relationship between these variables. Notably, the correlation coefficient 

served as a guiding light through the vast expanse of our statistical universe, illuminating any 

celestial connections that may exist between the two phenomena.

Hypothesis Testing:

To assess the statistical significance of the observed correlation, we conducted hypothesis testing

using the p-value as our celestial compass. The p-value, denoted by a figure less than 0.01, 

steered us toward evidence of a strong positive relationship between UFO sightings in Alabama 

and successful Mount Everest climbs. This finding prompted us to consider the tantalizing 

possibility of extraterrestrial intervention in the realm of extreme mountaineering, raising 

questions that transcended the ordinary boundaries of statistical inquiry.

Limitations:

While our methodology afforded us a comprehensive exploration of the UFO-Mount Everest 

nexus, it is important to acknowledge the limitations of our study. The reliance on publicly 
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available data and the inherent subjectivity in UFO reporting may cast a shadow of uncertainty 

on our findings. Furthermore, the encompassing nature of our research did not delve into the 

specific characteristics of UFO sightings or the individual experiences of mountaineers, leaving 

room for further investigations to ascend into the depths of these phenomena.

In conclusion, our methodology represents a fusion of statistical rigor, astronomical curiosity, 

and the intrepid spirit of inquiry. As we embark on this statistical odyssey, we remain steadfast in

our commitment to uncovering the unexpected and inspiring wonder in the most improbable of 

relationships.

IV. Results

The results of our analysis indicate a substantial correlation between the frequency of UFO 

sightings in Alabama and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. The correlation 

coefficient, calculated to be 0.8915444, suggests a remarkably strong positive relationship 

between these two disparate phenomena. This finding was supported by the r-squared value of 

0.7948514, signifying that approximately 79.5% of the variability in successful Everest climbs 

can be explained by the occurrence of UFO sightings in Alabama. Notably, the p-value of less 

than 0.01 provides compelling evidence of the statistical significance of this relationship.

In order to visually represent our findings, a scatterplot (Fig. 1) has been included, displaying the

clear upward trend indicative of the positive correlation between UFO sightings in Alabama and 

successful Mount Everest climbs. This compelling visual reinforces the strength of the 

relationship we have observed.
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The robustness of our statistical findings suggests that there may be intriguing underlying factors

at play, prompting further investigation into the potential influence of extraterrestrial activity on 

the success of mountaineering endeavors. While the implications of our results may seem as far-

reaching as the cosmos themselves, they warrant consideration and open the door to a universe of

possibilities.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In summary, our analysis has unveiled a striking relationship between UFO sightings in Alabama

and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs, challenging conventional wisdom and 

beckoning further exploration into the interplay between earthly achievements and 

extraterrestrial presence.

V. Discussion

The correlation uncovered between UFO sightings in Alabama and the total number of 

successful Mount Everest climbs advances our understanding of the intricate interconnections 
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within our world, and possibly beyond. Our findings align with previous research on UFO 

sightings in the United States, demonstrating consistency with the broader pattern of 

extraterrestrial activity as it relates to human endeavors. The strong positive relationship revealed

in our analysis echoes the enigmatic patterns discerned by Smith and Doe (2005) in their 

nationwide investigation. While their focus was not specific to Alabama, the threads of 

extraterrestrial influence appear to manifest consistently across diverse geographic regions. This 

consistency underscores the pervasiveness of interstellar phenomena and accentuates the cosmic 

dimension of our statistical inquiry.

Moreover, the robustness of our correlation coefficient aligns with the intricacies of 

mountaineering documented by Jones (2010), wherein the ebbs and flows of successful Everest 

climbs mirror the enigmatic unpredictability of UFO sightings. While Jones's work did not delve 

into extraterrestrial matters, the unforeseen twists and turns encountered by climbers find a 

curious parallel in the capricious nature of UFO appearances. This parallelism underscores the 

intricate dance of terrestrial and extraterrestrial forces, inviting contemplation on the interplay of 

cosmic influences on human achievements.

In a delightful departure from traditional academic sources, the narrative of "Alien Ascents: 

UFOs at the Summit" by Author Z emerges as a surprising beacon of relevance. The speculative 

tale of extraterrestrial interventions aiding mountain climbers, albeit fictional, resonates with our 

findings, highlighting the potential impact of otherworldly assistance on the conquest of Mount 

Everest. While not to be taken as empirical evidence, this playful narrative injects a touch of 

whimsy into our scholarly pursuit, urging a delightful engagement with the unexpected within 

our research.
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The breadth of our literature review mirrors the multilayered complexity of our statistical 

analysis, capturing the amalgamation of serious academic inquiry, curious anecdotes, and even 

the unconventional exploration of shampoo bottle labels. Far from being mere whimsy, this 

unorthodox source illuminates the inherent creativity and openness demanded by empirical 

inquiries. In the spirit of scientific exploration, our foray into unconventional materials is a 

lighthearted nod to the possibility of unexpected revelations lurking in the most unlikely of 

places.

In conclusion, our results bolster the existing body of knowledge and expand the horizons of 

statistical exploration. The profundity of our findings beckons further investigation and 

contemplation amidst a constellation of cosmic intrigue. While the implications of our research 

may seem as lofty as the peaks of Mount Everest and as mysterious as the depths of outer space, 

they propel us into a realm where the terrestrial and the extraterrestrial intertwine, enriching our 

scholarly pursuits with an otherworldly flair.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a curious correlation between UFO sightings in 

Alabama and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. The substantial correlation 

coefficient and compelling p-value suggest a link that warrants further investigation and 

contemplation. While the notion of otherworldly beings playing a role in the conquest of Earth's 

tallest peak may appear as improbable as finding a Yeti sipping tea at base camp, our statistical 

analysis insists otherwise. The implications of our findings could be as seismic as an alien 

invasion, sparking contemplation on the potential interstellar influence on earthly achievements.
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The possibility of extraterrestrial involvement in human accomplishments, while tantalizing, 

should be approached with a healthy dose of skepticism. However, our results demand earnest 

consideration, forcing us to entertain the once-dismissed idea of cosmic assistance in conquering 

Mount Everest.

At this juncture, our study brings to mind a famous quote: "The truth is out there." While we stop

short of entertaining conspiracy theories or advocating for UFO-spotting as a new method for 

predicting the success of mountain expeditions, we cannot deny the statistical evidence before 

us. It is as clear as a UFO sighting on a moonless night.

In conclusion, no more research is needed in this area. There is no need to add fuel to the UFO 

phenomenon. It is time to close the case and move on to other statistically interesting matters, 

leaving this peculiar connection to the realm of statistical curiosities.
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