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Abstract

This paper presents the shocking link between robberies in Kansas and remaining forest cover in the 
Brazilian Amazon. It is a robber's paradox of sorts, unraveling a connection that has eluded researchers 
for too long. Our intrepid research team embarked on an investigation using data from FBI Criminal 
Justice Information Services and Mongabay to address this perplexing conundrum. To our surprise, we 
uncovered a correlation coefficient of 0.8873229 and p < 0.01 for the years 1987 to 2022, leaving us with 
little room for doubt. The implications of this unlikely association are far-reaching and simply tree-
mendous. In this paper, we delve into the unusual connection and offer some leafy insights that may 
change the way we perceive crime and environmental conservation.
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1. Introduction

The world of research often leads us down
unexpected paths,  uncovering connections
that  seem,  at  first  glance,  utterly
improbable.  As  renowned  physicist  Niels
Bohr once said, "Prediction is very difficult,
especially  if  it's  about  the  future."  And
indeed,  our  foray  into  the  relationship

between  robberies  in  Kansas  and  the
remaining  forest  cover  in  the  Brazilian
Amazon embodies the spirit of Bohr's words
– for what could be more surprising than the
nexus  of  criminal  activity  in  the  American
Midwest  with the verdant  expanses of  the
South American rainforest?
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It  is  far  from  an  ordinary  day  when  one
contemplates  the  possible  correlation
between  theft  and  trees,  between  bandits
and  biodiversity.  However,  as  scholars
committed to the pursuit of knowledge, we
are  duty-bound  to  explore  even  the  most
unconventional  of  hypotheses.  While  one
might initially dismiss such an investigation
as some kind of  environmental  "folly,"  our
findings  hint  at  an  intricate  web  of
interconnections  that  challenge  our
preconceptions and set the stage for a most
intriguing intellectual caper.

This study takes root in the recognition that
the  impacts  of  human  activity  reach  far
beyond  the  geographic  and  cultural
boundaries  we traditionally  recognize.  The
intricate  dance of  cause and effect  in  our
increasingly interconnected world demands
that  we  cast  our  net  wider  in  search  of
understanding.  In  this  spirit,  we set  out  to
uncover  the  curious  associations  between
criminal activity and ecological preservation,
fully  prepared  for  surprises  of  wilderness
proportions.

Little did we know, as we delved into the FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services  and
the  vast  treasure  trove  of  environmental
data sourced from Mongabay, that we would
stumble  upon  a  statistical  revelation  that
challenges even the most seasoned minds.
The  statistical  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8873229 and p < 0.01 for the years 1987
to  2022  left  us  bemused,  astounded,  and
thoroughly  dumbfounded.  The  evidence
was compelling, bordering on absurdity, and
it  left  us with but one option – to confront
this  abnormality  head-on  and  to  excavate
the roots of this enigmatic linkage.

In  the  ensuing  sections  of  this  paper,  we
aim  to  unravel  this  enigma  and  offer  a
branch of explanations that, dare I say, may
leaf  you  pondering  the  complex  interplay
between crime and conservation.  It  is  our
hope that this research will  not only pique
the interest of the scholarly community but
also  inject  a  much-needed  dose  of  "tree-

humor"  into  the often-serious  discourse of
academic  inquiry.  After  all,  who  said
academic papers can't  be both informative
and forest-ful of fun?

2. Literature Review

The  association  between  robberies  in
Kansas and  remaining  forest  cover  in  the
Brazilian Amazon may seem outlandish at
first  glance,  prompting many to pine for  a
more  conventional  correlation.  Yet,  an
exhaustive  review  of  the  literature
showcases  the  diverse  perspectives  and
unexpected connections that  underpin  this
improbable nexus.

In  "Crime  in  the  Heartland:  A  Study  of
Robbery  Trends  in  Kansas,"  Smith  et  al.
meticulously document the ebb and flow of
criminal  activity  in  the  Midwestern  state,
detailing  the  modi  operandi  of  brazen
bandits and cunning cat burglars alike. Their
work offers a sobering portrayal of criminal
behavior,  punctuated  by  the  occasional
corny pun.

Meanwhile,  Doe's  seminal  paper
"Deforestation  in  the  Amazon:  A Looming
Crisis"  paints  a  vivid  picture  of  the
encroaching  threat  to  the  world's  largest
tropical rainforest. With impassioned prose,
Doe  underscores  the  urgent  need  for
conservation efforts and leaves readers with
a profound sense of arboreal urgency.

Jones'  influential  study  "A  Statistical
Analysis  of  Environmental  Factors  and
Criminal  Behavior"  takes  a  broader  view,
seeking  to  uncover  hidden  patterns  in
seemingly  disparate  phenomena.  While
Jones'  work  may  not  directly  address  the
specific  link  between  robberies  in  Kansas
and forest cover in the Amazon, it lays the
groundwork  for  understanding  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  unrelated
variables—much like the unexpected pairing
of  detectives  and  deforestation  in  our
current investigation.
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Turning our  attention  to  non-fiction  books,
"The Environmental Bandit: Chronicles of a
Robber  Turned  Tree  Planter"  presents  a
compelling  account  of  one  man's  journey
from  a  life  of  crime  to  a  mission  of
reforestation.  This  gripping  narrative
challenges  conventional  wisdom  and
highlights the redemptive potential of even
the most unlikely protagonists.

In a delightful departure from the standard
academic  fare,  works  of  fiction  also  offer
intriguing  insights.  "The  Jungle  Heist
Chronicles"  by  A.  Novel  explores  the
exploits of a group of eco-conscious bandits
whose  daring  escapades  in  the  Brazilian
Amazon are fueled by a desire to save the
endangered  rainforest.  While  the  events
may  be  purely  fictional,  the  underlying
theme  of  environmental  stewardship
coupled with criminal activities beckons us
to ponder  the possibilities of  fact  imitating
fiction.

As  we  dive  deeper  into  the  heart  of  our
investigation,  we  uncover  unexpected
sources  of  inspiration.  Cartoons  like  "The
Wild Adventures of Woody the Woodpecker"
and  children's  shows  such  as  "Captain
Planet  and  the  Planeteers"  provide  a
whimsical  yet  surprisingly  insightful  lens
through which to examine the intersection of
crime  and  conservation.  Who  would  have
thought  that  Saturday  morning  cartoons
could offer such "tree-mendous" wisdom?

In the pages that  follow,  we aim to  glean
insights from this diverse array of sources to
shed  light  on  the  peculiar  connection
between robberies in Kansas and remaining
forest  cover  in  the  Brazilian  Amazon.
Prepare  to  be  simultaneously  entertained
and  enlightened,  for  what  lies  ahead  is  a
scholarly escapade like no other.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unearth  the  perplexing  link  between
robberies  in  Kansas  and  the  remaining

forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon, a mix
of rigorous data collection and, dare I say,
forest  gumping  was  employed.  As  a  first
step,  our  research  team  sourced  robbery
data  from  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information Services. Armed with this data,
we proceeded to assess the annual number
of reported robberies in Kansas from 1987
to 2022. It is worth noting that the research
team resisted the temptation to don trench
coats  and  fedoras  while  conducting  this
data  collection,  despite  the  allure  of  an
investigative aesthetic.

Simultaneously, we delved into the tangled
underbrush  of  the  Brazilian  Amazon's
environmental  landscape  using  data
provided  by  Mongabay.  This  invaluable
resource offered insights into the remaining
forest  cover  in  the  region,  allowing  us  to
scrutinize  the  annual  changes  in  canopy
area.  The  research  team  refrained  from
swinging from vines or wrestling anacondas
while browsing this data, opting instead for
a  more  sedate  approach  to  forest
exploration.

Once  we  had  gathered  this  wealth  of
information,  statistical  analyses  were
conducted to weigh the correlation between
these  seemingly  disparate  variables.
Utilizing  the  time-honored  techniques  of
correlation  analysis,  we  scrutinized  the
relationship between the annual number of
robberies  in  Kansas  and  the  remaining
forest  cover  in  the  Brazilian  Amazon.
Careful  attention  was  paid  to  avoid  the
pitfalls of a statistical wild goose chase, as
the research team aimed to approach the
analysis  with  a  cool  head  and  an  un-
clouded forest view.

In  accordance  with  established  research
practices,  the statistical  significance of  the
correlation  was  assessed  through
hypothesis  testing,  ultimately  yielding  a
correlation coefficient of 0.8873229 and p <
0.01  for  the  years  1987  to  2022.  This
statistical revelation sent ripples through the
academic community, prompting reflections
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on  the  profound  ways  in  which  criminal
activity  and  ecological  preservation  are
intertwined. As the dust settled on our data
analysis,  we  were  left  to  ponder  the
unexpected synergy  between crime in  the
heartland  of  the  United  States  and  the
evergreen  expanse  of  the  Amazon
rainforest.

In  summary,  our  methodology  blended
conventional  statistical  analyses  with  a
whimsical  spirit  of  exploration,  akin  to
wandering  through  a  forest  in  search  of
buried treasure.  This approach allowed us
to  uncover  compelling  evidence  of  the
connection  between  robberies  in  Kansas
and remaining forest cover in the Brazilian
Amazon, leaving us with a revelation as wild
as finding a hidden grove in the midst of an
urban jungle.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  relationship
between  robberies  in  Kansas  and  the
remaining  forest  cover  in  the  Brazilian
Amazon yielded quite the unexpected, dare
I  say,  "tree-mendous"  revelation.  Our
analysis  uncovered  a  striking  correlation
coefficient of 0.8873229, indicating a strong
positive association, and an r-square value
of 0.7873419 for the time period spanning
1987 to 2022. The p-value of less than 0.01
further  emphasizes  the  robustness  of  this
correlation,  leaving  us  with  little  room  for
doubt  and  a  whole  lot  of  room  for
fascination.

In one fell  swoop, this finding uproots any
lingering  doubts  about  the  link  between
criminal activities in the American heartland
and the sprawling greenery of the Amazon
rainforest.  Fig.  1  succinctly  depicts  the
scatterplot, portraying the undeniably strong
correlation  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  It's  a  sight  to  behold,
capturing  the  essence  of  this  unlikely  yet
compelling association.

The implications of this revelation are as far-
reaching  as  the  branches  of  the  Amazon
trees. Our findings prompt a reevaluation of
the interconnectivity of seemingly unrelated
phenomena.  We were  initially  leaf-tless  in
our attempt to comprehend this conundrum,
but now we find ourselves on the cusp of a
new understanding – could the preservation
of nature hold unforeseen consequences for
the  prevalence  of  criminal  activities  in
distant  lands? This  unexpected correlation
may hold the key to unlocking a realm of
inquiry that extends far beyond the scope of
conventional environmental research.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

However, this discovery also leaves us with
a trunk-load of unanswered questions. What
mechanisms  underlie  this  surprising
relationship? Is there a link between societal
attitudes  towards  theft  and  the  perception
and conservation of natural spaces? These
are tantalizing branches of inquiry that this
study opens up,  and we are  motivated to
delve deeper into this uncharted territory –
both figuratively and literally.

In a world where the unexpected often takes
root in the most unlikely places, our findings
serve  as  a  reminder  that  the  tendrils  of
cause  and  effect  can  stretch  across
continents  and  manifest  in  ways  that
challenge our long-held beliefs. This unlikely
nexus of  forest  cover  and criminal  activity
opens a door to a forest of questions, and
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we  excitedly  embark  on  the  journey  to
explore each and every one of them.

In  the  words  of  Henry  David  Thoreau,  "I
frequently  tramped  eight  or  ten  miles
through  the  deepest  snow  to  keep  an
appointment with a beech-tree, or a yellow
birch,  or  an  old  acquaintance  among  the
pines."  Indeed,  our  research  has  led  us
through  unexpected  terrain,  and  we  now
find  ourselves  forging  new  friendships
among the  lofty  canopies  of  curiosity  and
discovery.

5. Discussion

The  unexpected  correlation  between
robberies  in  Kansas  and  remaining  forest
cover in the Brazilian Amazon has uprooted
conventional  assumptions  and planted the
seeds  of  a  new  understanding.  Our
investigation not only confirmed the unlikely
association proposed in the literature review
but also provided robust empirical evidence
to support this puzzling connection.

The correlation coefficient of 0.8873229 and
p-value less than 0.01 found in our analysis
corroborate  the  nonpareil  link  between
these  seemingly  unrelated  variables.  It  is
evident that as the remaining forest cover in
the  Brazilian  Amazon  decreases,  the
number of robberies in Kansas increases –
a revelation that is both astoundingly novel
and undeniably branch-tastic.

Our  findings  are  not  merely  a  leaf  in  the
wind  but  hold  profound  implications  for
understanding  the  interconnectedness  of
socio-environmental  phenomena.  The
robustness  of  this  unexpected  correlation
hints at a deeper interplay between criminal
activities  and  environmental  conservation
efforts,  challenging  traditional  paradigms
and branching out into uncharted territories
of inquiry. The tree-mendous implications of
this  discovery  compel  us  to  delve  deeper
into the roots of this association and explore
its implications for policy and practice.

Through  this  study,  we  have  come  to
appreciate  the  oak-celerating
interconnections  between  seemingly
disparate  spheres  of  human  activity  and
natural  ecosystems.  The  unexpected
correlation  between  robberies  in  Kansas
and  forest  cover  in  the  Brazilian  Amazon
serves  as  a  poignant  reminder  that  the
tendrils  of  cause  and  effect  can  stretch
across continents,  intertwining in  ways we
had hardly twigged before.

While  our  study  sheds  light  on  this
surprising association, it also leaves a fertile
bed of questions yet to be explored. What
are the underlying mechanisms driving this
correlation? Could societal attitudes towards
theft  and  environmental  conservation  be
intertwined  in  unexpected  ways?  These
questions beckon us to branch out into new
avenues  of  research,  rooting  out  the
underlying  factors  that  sustain  this
connection.

In conclusion,  our  findings  underscore the
need to embrace unexpected associations
and to explore the uncharted territories of
interdisciplinary  research.  This  study  not
only  offers  leafy  insights  into  the  curious
connection  between  robberies  in  Kansas
and remaining forest cover in the Brazilian
Amazon but also provides a sturdy trunk for
future  inquiries  into  the  unexpected
intersections  of  human  behavior  and
environmental  dynamics.  As  we  emerge
from  this  scholarly  escapade,  we  find
ourselves branching out into new frontiers of
understanding,  leaving  behind  the
comforting  shade  of  conventional  wisdom
and venturing into the verdant unknown of
unexpected connections.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unearthed a
correlation  between  robberies  in  Kansas
and remaining forest cover in the Brazilian
Amazon  so  strong,  it's  almost  as  if  the
thieves  were  leaf-ing  behind  a  trail  of
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evidence.  The  statistically  significant
connection  has  uprooted  our
preconceptions  and  branched  out  into  a
tangled web of potential implications.

This  unlikely  alliance  between  crime  and
conservation  challenges  the  conventional
wisdom in a way that could make even the
most hardened researcher break out in tree-
mbling excitement. From the depths of the
American Midwest to the lush expanses of
the  Amazon,  this  unexpected  correlation
highlights the intricate dance of cause and
effect in our interconnected world.

Our  findings  lead  us  to  ponder  many
tantalizing  branches  of  inquiry.  Could
societal attitudes toward theft be intertwined
with  perceptions  of  and  attitudes  toward
nature?  Could  the  preservation  of  the
Amazon  rainforest  have  unforeseen
consequences  for  criminal  activities  in
distant lands? These questions are ripe for
further exploration, and we are eager to leaf
no stone unturned in our pursuit of answers.

As  we  stand  on  the  cusp  of  a  new
understanding,  it's  clear  that  this  research
invites us to venture into uncharted territory,
much like explorers in the verdant Amazon.
It offers a forest of questions to explore, and
we're  ready  to  delve  into  this  enigmatic
linkage  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  tree-
hugger in springtime.

With that said, it is undeniable - our findings
have laid down roots in unexpected terrain,
presenting  a  trunk-load  of  intriguing
possibilities  and  prospects  for  future
research. However, as much as we'd love to
continue  this  wild  and  tree-mendous
adventure, it's time to branch out and leave
this research in the capable hands of future
scholars.  After  all,  when  it  comes  to  the
unlikely  link  between  robberies  in  Kansas
and remaining forest cover in the Brazilian
Amazon, it  appears that no more research
is needed.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


