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In this paper, we delve into the intriguing connection between the frequency of the first name 
Nicholas and the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts in the state of Tennessee. Our research team 
employed data collected from the US Social Security Administration and FBI Criminal Justice 
Information Services to tackle this puzzling correlation. The statistical analysis revealed a strikingly 
high correlation coefficient of 0.9258348 with a p-value less than 0.01, spanning from the years 1985
to 2022. Our findings suggest a compelling association between the prevalence of individuals named 
Nicholas and the incidence of motor vehicle thefts in the state of Tennessee. The presence of such a 
strong correlation prompts consideration of potential causative factors, as we seek to unravel the 
enigmatic link between the two variables. However, it is essential to remember that correlation does 
not imply causation – because after all, being named Nicholas does not necessarily equate to criminal
tendencies. Unraveling this association may reveal fascinating insights into societal trends and 
possible implications for crime prevention strategies. To lighten the mood, we share a relevant dad 
joke: "Why did the car thief have trouble sleeping? He kept getting locked up behind bars!" This 
research has broader implications, serving as a reminder that unexpected correlations can lead to 
meaningful discoveries. Our study contributes to the body of knowledge in criminology and social 
sciences, paving the way for further exploration of name-popularity correlations and their potential 
impact on societal phenomena.

     The relationship between seemingly
unrelated  phenomena  has  always
intrigued  researchers  and  sparked
curiosity  about  the  underlying
mechanisms  at  play.  In  this  vein,  our
study set  out  to explore the unexpected
and  peculiar  connection  between  the
prevalence of the first name Nicholas and
the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Tennessee.  While  the  initial  inclination
might be to dismiss such an association as
purely  coincidental,  as  researchers,  we
cannot  resist  the  lure  of  a  mystery
begging to be unraveled.

     Dad joke time! "Why don't thieves like
to  steal  from  car  dealerships?  Because

the  cars  are  always  locked  up  in  a
garage!" It seems that even in the world
of  research,  a  good  pun  can  drive  the
point home.

     Our investigation delves into the realm
of  social  demographics  and  criminology,
probing  for  any  discernible  pattern  that
might shed light on this correlation. The
choice  of  Tennessee  as  our  focal  point
stems  from  the  availability  of
comprehensive  data  on  both  the
popularity  of  the  name  Nicholas  and
motor vehicle thefts over several decades,
thanks  to  the  diligent  record-keeping  of
the US Social Security Administration and
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the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services.

     While one might be tempted to quip,
"What's in a name? That which we call a
rose  by any other  name would smell  as
sweet,"  our  findings  suggest  that  there
might indeed be something substantial in
a  name.  As  we  dig  deeper  into  the
statistical  analyses  and  tease  out  the
intricate  threads  of  correlation,  it
becomes apparent that the Nick of Time
may  hold  more  significance  than
previously envisaged.

     "Did you hear about the car thief who
accidentally  broke  into  a  bakery?  He
made off with a dozen rolls!" As amusing
as the anecdote may be, our investigation
seeks to extract serious implications from
this seemingly improbable relationship. It
is  imperative  to  approach  the
interpretation  of  our  results  with  the
gravitas  they  warrant,  while  still
appreciating the serendipitous humor that
arises from unexpected connections.

     Stay tuned for the subsequent sections
where we unravel  the  intricacies  of  our
analyses  and  dive  into  the  potential
implications of this unique correlation!

LITERATURE REVIEW

     As we embark on our quest to unravel
the  mysterious  correlation  between  the
frequency of the first name Nicholas and
the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts in
Tennessee,  we  delve  into  existing
literature  that  has  ventured  into  the
realm  of  unexpected  correlations  and
statistical  enigmas.  Smith  et  al.  (2010)
and Doe (2015) have expounded upon the
intricacies  of  name  popularity  and  its
potential  influence  on  social  dynamics,
delving into the cultural and demographic
factors  at  play.  However,  none  of  the
aforementioned  studies  have  ventured
into the lighthearted territory of dad jokes
to break up the academic seriousness.

     Keeping  in  line  with  the  theme of
unexpected  connections,  "Freakonomics"
by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner

ventures into the realm of unconventional
correlations,  shedding  light  on  peculiar
relationships  such  as  the  link  between
baby  names  and  socio-economic  status.
Moreover, "The Tipping Point" by Malcolm
Gladwell  explores the tipping points and
the  viral  spread  of  trends  and
phenomena,  providing  insights  into  how
seemingly unrelated factors can converge
to create significant outcomes. However,
neither of these works have investigated
the correlation between a specific name
and  criminal  activities,  leaving  us  in
uncharted  territory—just  like  a  thief  in
the night!

     On a lighter note, works of fiction such
as  "The  Great  Gatsby"  by  F.  Scott
Fitzgerald and "The Catcher in the Rye"
by  J.D.  Salinger  delve  into  the
complexities of social interactions and the
impact of personal identities, albeit not in
the context of statistical analyses related
to criminal activities in Tennessee. These
novels  provide  a  rich  tapestry  for
exploring  the  multifaceted  nature  of
human behavior and the idiosyncrasies of
societal  trends.  However,  they  lack  the
direct  correlation  to  our  specific
investigation involving the name Nicholas
and motor vehicle thefts, which leaves us
feeling like a car with no wheels—just a
little "tire-d."

     As we navigate this uncharted terrain
of  quirky  correlations,  it's  essential  to
draw  inspiration  from  unexpected
sources.  Animated  shows  such  as
"Scooby-Doo"  and  "Inspector  Gadget"
foster  a  spirit  of  investigation  and
problem-solving,  just  like  our  own
research.  While  these  shows  may  not
directly address the correlation between
names and crime, they instill  a sense of
adventure and curiosity that mirrors our
exploration of the Nick of Time. After all,
just  like Scooby and the gang,  we're on
the trail of a mystery—zoinks!

METHODOLOGY

To chart  the course of  our investigation
into  the  correlation  between  the
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prevalence of the first name Nicholas and
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Tennessee,  we
undertook a rigorous and comprehensive
methodology. Our team navigated through
an ocean of data, primarily sourced from
the US Social Security Administration and
the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services, spanning the years from 1985 to
2022.  We  conscientiously  selected  this
wide temporal range to capture any tidal
shifts  in  the  frequency  of  the  name
Nicholas and the ebb and flow of motor
vehicle thefts in Tennessee.

Our first port of call  involved employing
advanced  statistical  techniques  to
wrangle  the  vast  datasets  into
submission. Dad joke incoming: "Why did
the  statistician  go  broke?  Because  he
used up all his 'mean' savings!" Our data
analysts  expertly  wielded  statistical
software  to  calculate  correlation
coefficients  and  perform  regression
analyses, navigating the turbulent seas of
statistical  significance  with  the
earnestness of intrepid sailors on a quest
for knowledge.

Amidst  the clatter of  keyboards and the
symphony  of  data  crunching,  our  team
conducted a waveform analysis to identify
temporal patterns in the prevalence of the
name  Nicholas  and  the  fluctuation  of
motor  vehicle  thefts.  Dad  joke
intermission: "Why should you never trust
stairs? They’re always up to something!"
As we ascended the peaks and descended
the troughs of our data, we encountered
the  rhythmic  undulations  of  societal
trends, seeking to establish whether the
rise  and  fall  of  Nicholases  mirrored  the
swells and lulls of car thefts.

Having  filtered  out  the  noise  and  static
that  often  envelop  vast  datasets,  we
steered  our  analysis  toward  elucidating
any potential  confounding  variables  that
might  cast  stormy  shadows  over  our
findings.  Our  quest  for  clarity  led us  to
explore  demographic  shifts,  economic
conditions,  and  other  sociocultural
dynamics that could serve as sirens luring
us off the course of causation. Dad joke
alert: "I told my wife she should embrace

her mistakes. She gave me a hug." While
our  demeanor  remained  serious  in
scrutinizing  these  confounders,  we
couldn’t  resist  the  occasional  groan-
inducing  joke  to  keep  spirits  buoyant
during the long analytical voyages.

Furthermore,  we  embarked  on  a
comparative  analysis  across  different
geographic  regions  to  discern  whether
the  Nicholas-car  theft  connection
unfurled  its  sails  beyond  the  Tennessee
horizon.  Research riddle inbound: "What
do  statisticians  use  to  catch  fish?  A
regression  net!"  Our  foray  into
comparative  analysis  aimed  to  reveal
whether our findings weathered the storm
of  regional  variations,  or  whether  the
Nicholas-named individuals and car thefts
shared a bespoke rapport exclusive to the
Tennessee climes.

As the multifaceted layers of our analysis
unraveled,  we remained  vigilant  against
the  siren  song  of  spurious  correlations
and the whirlpools of false causation. Dad
joke resurfaces: "Why don't we ever tell
secrets on a farm? Because the potatoes
have  eyes  and  the  corn  has  ears!"
Navigating  the  unpredictable  straits  of
correlation and causation, we upheld our
commitment  to  dissect  the  results  with
critical acumen, balancing the gravity of
our quest for knowledge with the levity of
momentary humor.

Our  navigation  of  the  scientific  terrain
forged  a  methodological  blueprint
befitting  the  complexity  of  our  research
endeavor,  guiding  us  through  the
challenging  waters  of  data  synthesis,
statistical  analyses,  and  the  quest  for
meaningful insights. With this robust and
nimble methodology as our compass, we
set  sail  toward  the  shores  of  discovery,
driven  by  the  inexorable  curiosity  to
unravel  the  enigmatic  connection
between  the  name  Nicholas  and  motor
vehicle thefts in Tennessee.

RESULTS

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Our  analysis  of  the  data  from  1985  to
2022  unveiled  a  remarkably  strong
correlation between the frequency of the
first name Nicholas and the incidence of
motor vehicle thefts in Tennessee, with a
correlation coefficient of 0.9258348, an r-
squared  of  0.8571701,  and  a  p-value  of
less than 0.01. These statistical measures
suggest a robust relationship between the
two variables,  casting a spotlight on the
intriguing  interplay  between
nomenclature and criminal activity.

Fig. 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating the
striking  correlation  between  the
prevalence of the name Nicholas and the
occurrences  of  motor  vehicle  thefts.  It's
clear  that  when  it  comes  to  this
connection, there's no "need for speed" –
the data speaks for itself.

To add a touch of levity to our discussion,
here's a relevant dad joke: "What do you
call  a  group of  car  thieves?  An exhaust
pipe  –  they'll  just  take  off!"  While  the
correlation we uncovered is no laughing
matter  in  terms  of  its  statistical
significance,  it  does  provide  an
unexpected source  of  amusement  in  the
realm of social research.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  findings  indicate  a  compelling
association  between  the  frequency  of
individuals  named  Nicholas  and  the
incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts  in  the
state of Tennessee. While the correlation
is  striking,  we must  exercise  caution  in
extrapolating  causation  from  these
results.  After  all,  just  because  your

neighbor is named Nicholas doesn't mean
you need to hide your car keys!

In  summary,  our  research  highlights  a
potent correlation between the popularity
of  the  first  name  Nicholas  and  motor
vehicle thefts in Tennessee, signaling the
need  for  further  investigation  into  the
underlying  factors  at  play.  This  inquiry
represents  a  peculiar  yet  intriguing
avenue  for  exploration,  showcasing  the
unexpected intersections that arise in the
vast tapestry of societal dynamics.

DISCUSSION

In  dissecting  the  unanticipated
association between the prevalence of the
first name Nicholas and the occurrence of
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Tennessee,  our
investigation  echoed  the  spirit  of
exploration  and  curiosity  seen  in
animated  shows  such  as  "Scooby-Doo"
and  "Inspector  Gadget."  While  we  may
not have solved the mystery with a catchy
theme  song  and  a  meddling  dog,  our
findings  significantly  substantiated  the
prior  research  into  quirky  correlations.
The  statistical  measures  we  unearthed
lent  credence  to  the  notion  that
unexpected  connections  can  yield
substantial  insights  into  societal
phenomena.  It's  like  uncovering  the
Scooby Snacks of statistical discoveries!

As we reflected on the literature's playful
forays  into  offbeat  correlations  and
speculated  on  the  potential  causative
factors,  our  results  aligned  with  the
previous  studies  by  Smith  et  al.  (2010)
and  Doe  (2015).  The  high  correlation
coefficient  we  observed  reinforced  the
captivating link between name popularity
and  social  dynamics,  shedding  light  on
the interplay between nomenclature and
criminal activities. It's as if the mystery of
the  correlation  was  unraveled  by  the
brilliant deduction of an interdisciplinary
"Scooby  Gang,"  with  each  researcher
playing  a  pivotal  role  in  solving  the
statistical conundrum.
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Our  investigation  echoed  the  tenets  of
Levitt  and Dubner's "Freakonomics" and
Gladwell's  "The  Tipping  Point,"
showcasing  how  seemingly  disparate
elements  can  converge  to  create
substantial  outcomes.  The  correlation
between  the  name  Nicholas  and  motor
vehicle  thefts  underscored  the
unexpected  intersections  in  societal
dynamics,  providing  a  dose  of  academic
insight with a dash of humor – just like a
clever pun in a serious conversation. It’s
almost as if our findings drove home the
point  that  in  the  realm  of  statistical
anomalies, truth may indeed be stranger
than fiction.

Sure, the correlation we uncovered is no
reason to attribute criminal tendencies to
individuals named Nicholas – after all, not
all Nicks are quick to pick locks! But our
study  has  illuminated  a  peculiar  yet
potent  correlation,  showcasing  the
unforeseen  avenues  for  exploration  that
exist in the domain of social research. Our
findings  serve  as  a  testament  to  the
tantalizing  unpredictability  of  statistical
analyses and the unexpected correlations
that may lead to significant discoveries.

To keep the academic mood light-hearted,
let's revel in another dad joke: "Why did
the car thief install a GPS in his vehicle?
He  wanted  to  steer  clear  of  trouble!"
While  our  findings  uphold  the  academic
rigor,  a  sprinkle  of  humor  undoubtedly
adds  an  element  of  amusement  to  the
discussion.  After  all,  juxtaposing  the
serious  with  the  whimsical  is  akin  to
unlocking the hidden depths of statistical
enigmas  –  just  like  solving  the  mystery
behind the Nick of Time.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  unraveled  a
strikingly strong correlation between the
prevalence of the first name Nicholas and
the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
the  state  of  Tennessee.  It  seems  that
when  it  comes  to  naming  trends  and
criminal  activity,  we're  not  just  talking
about  a  "car"ma  sutra  but  a  solid

statistical  link.  We  delved  into  this
unexpected  correlation  from  various
angles,  analyzing  the  data  with
meticulous  precision  and  unraveling  the
enthralling  interplay  between
nomenclature  and  unlawful  vehicular
acquisition.

As we wrap up, here's a fitting dad joke:
"Why  don't  car  thieves  ever  get
anywhere?  They  always  stall!"  It's  clear
that when it comes to correlations, we've
hit  the  road  with  some  unexpected
detours.

Our findings encourage us to ponder the
intriguing implications of this correlation.
While  we  cannot  attribute  causation
solely  to  a  name,  as  parents,  we  might
want  to  keep  an  eye  on  our  little
Nicholases  and  Nicoles.  But,  of  course,
let's not jump to conclusions – they might
just  be  innocent  bystanders  in  this
vehicular saga.

In the grand scheme of societal dynamics,
our study contributes a unique thread to
the  tapestry  of  correlations,  shedding
light on the unexpected intersections that
lurk  beneath  the  surface.  This  research
stands as a testament to the notion that
even  the  most  improbable  relationships
can lead to illuminating discoveries.

And finally, as for further research in this
area,  we  confidently  assert:  "No  more
'Nick' of time needed!"
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