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Our research delves into the intriguing intersection of unidentified flying objects
(UFOs) and acclaimed literary works to shed light on a celestial connection that has
long been overshadowed. Leveraging data from the National UFO Reporting Center
and Hawes, we embarked on a unique and, dare we say, otherworldly exploration
focused on assessing the correlation between UFO sightings in Illinois and New York
Times  Fiction  Best  Sellers.  Our  findings  reveal  a  remarkably  high  correlation
coefficient of 0.8728716 along with a p-value less than 0.01 for the time span of 1975
to  2014,  suggesting  a  strong association  between extraterrestrial  encounters  and
literary  accomplishments.  This  study  not  only  unveils  a  celestial  thread  woven
through the fabric of popular literature but also highlights the cosmic influence on
earthly creativity, leaving us to ponder whether a dash of intergalactic inspiration
might have contributed to the soaring success of certain best-selling novels.

INTRODUCTION

      The search for extraterrestrial life has
long  captivated  the  human  imagination,
sparking countless works of science fiction
that  imagine  encounters  with  beings  from
distant  planets.  While  the  exploration  of
alien worlds and interstellar encounters has
been  a  staple  of  fiction,  the  real-world
phenomena  of  unidentified  flying  objects
(UFOs)  have  often  remained  cloaked  in
skepticism  and  mystery.  Astrophysicists,
astronomers,  and  ufologists  have  spun
countless  theories  and  speculations

regarding these elusive phenomena, but the
etymology of UFO sightings in connection
to earthly events like literary successes has
largely evaded systematic inquiry.

     In this paper, we embark on a cosmic
escapade  to  unravel  the  celestial  enigma
surrounding UFO sightings and best-selling
literary works. We dabble in the uncharted
realms of statistical analysis, traversing data
from  the  National  UFO  Reporting  Center
and  juxtaposing  it  with  the  illustrious
catalog  of  New  York  Times  Fiction  Best
Sellers.  Our  pursuit  is  as  grand  as  it  is
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speculative,  as  we  seek  to  unveil  the
potential  intersection  of  intergalactic
wanderings  and  literary  triumphs.  As  this
cosmic  inquiry  unfolds,  we  exhort  our
readers to beckon their sense of wonder and
readiness to entertain the improbable, for the
stars  hold  mysteries  that  often  defy  the
conventions of earthly existence.

     As we stretch the boundaries of empirical
inquiry, we invite our fellow scholars to join
us in this odyssey of scientific discovery and
—dare we say—cosmic whimsy. After all, a
celestial  correlation may just be the rocket
fuel  of  innovation  and  inspiration  that
propels  the  pen  of  an  otherworldly  best-
selling author.

Prior research

This  literature  review  section  critically
synthesizes existing studies relating to UFO
sightings  and  best-selling  literary  works.
Our  inquiry  into  this  unique  celestial-
terrestrial  nexus  has  navigated  through  a
constellation of scholarly works  and—dare
we  say—some  quirkier  sources.  We
commence  with  a  discussion  of  serious
investigations  before  delving  into  more
imaginative realms.

Smith  (2007)  conducts  a  comprehensive
analysis  of  UFO  sightings  in  Illinois,
identifying patterns and spatial distributions
that tantalize the mind. Doe (2012) offers an
insightful  exploration  of  the  psychological
impact of witnessing UFOs, shedding light
on  the  perturbations  of  earthly  perception
when  confronted  with  otherworldly
phenomena.  Jones  (2015)  delves  into  the
cultural  significance  of  UFO  sightings,
positing  that  these  encounters  serve  as  a
unique  mirror  through  which  humanity
reflects upon its own existential musings.

Turning the page to non-fictional literature,
"UFOs:  Generals,  Pilots,  and  Government
Officials Go on the Record" by Leslie Kean
(2010)  offers  a  sobering  account  of  UFO
sightings  and  encounters,  drawing  on
testimonials from credible sources that defy
facile dismissals. In "The UFO Experience:
A  Scientific  Inquiry"  by  J.  Allen  Hynek
(1972),  the  author  presents  a  meticulous
examination  of  UFO  sightings  through  a
scholarly  lens,  seeking  to  disentangle  fact
from  fiction  in  the  convoluted  tapestry  of
ufology.

Venturing  into  the  myriad  dimensions  of
fiction, one cannot overlook the interstellar
odysseys  depicted  in  "The  Left  Hand  of
Darkness" by Ursula K. Le Guin (1969) and
the cosmic intrigue masterfully woven into
"Contact" by Carl Sagan (1985). Moreover,
the iconic musings on cosmic enigmas and
existential  meanderings in Douglas Adams'
"The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"
(1979) beckon readers into an intergalactic
escapade  that  is  as  whimsical  as  it  is
introspective.

In our endeavor to uncover unconventional
sources,  we  stumbled  upon  an  unforeseen
trove  of  wisdom—namely,  CVS  receipts.
While  these ubiquitous  slips  of paper  may
seem mundane, their potential to obscurely
elucidate  the  interplay  between  UFO
sightings  and  literary  hits  should  not  be
discounted.  Perhaps  the  juxtaposition  of
cosmic  wonders  and  mundane  essentials
offers  a  cryptic  allegory  for  the
interconnectedness  of  the  universe—or
perhaps we need to indulge in a healthy dose
of caffeine after poring over too many UFO
reports.

In light of the multifarious analyses we have
engaged  with,  we  shall  now  pivot  to  our
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empirical  investigation,  where  we  seek  to
wed quantitative rigor with a cosmic caprice
to unravel the enigmatic connection between
celestial apparitions and literary triumphs.

Approach

Data Collection:

Our  investigation  commenced  with  a
thorough scouring  of  the  virtual  cosmos  –
chiefly, the National UFO Reporting Center
and Hawes – for reports of UFO sightings in
the  illustrious  states  of  Illinois  and  New
York. We extracted data covering the period
from 1975 to 2014, a timeframe that spans
the cosmic ballet of UFO sightings and the
literary  comings  and  goings  of  New York
Times Fiction Best Sellers.

Quantitative Analysis:

To  illuminate  the  celestial  confluence  of
UFO  sightings  and  literary  prowess,  we
employed a statistical approach so rigorous
that it could rival the gravitational pull of a
black hole. Our analysis bore the weight of a
robust  correlation  coefficient  calculation,
valiantly  venturing  into  the  uncharted
territory of 0.8728716. With a p-value less
than  0.01  arriving  as  if  propelled  by
hyperdrive,  the  findings  unveiled  a
correlation  so  striking  that  it  seemed  to
beckon from light years away.

Variable Considerations:

The  variables  underpinning  our  cosmic
investigation were not to be taken lightly –
after all, the stakes were as high as the stars
themselves.  UFO  sightings  were  charted
against  both  the  shimmering  skyline  of
Illinois and the radiant domain of New York
to discern any cosmic winks and nudges in
the direction of Best Sellers. Meanwhile, the

literary  achievements  of  New  York  Times
Fiction  Best  Sellers  were  weighed  against
the  cosmic  tapestry  of  UFO  sightings  to
paint a portrait of interstellar inspiration.

Analyzing this  data  amounted  to  a  cosmic
puzzle,  one that  required the finesse of  an
astronaut  navigating  a  meteor  shower.
Nonetheless,  we  ventured  boldly  into  the
fray,  navigating  the  celestial  maze  of  data
points  and  statistical  plots  like  interstellar
cartographers charting a constellation.

Ethical Considerations:

As cosmic voyagers, we remained steadfast
in  our  commitment  to  scientific  rigor  and
ethical conduct. Our data collection adhered
to  the  principles  of  transparency  and
veracity,  ensuring  that  our  cosmic
cartography  was  untainted  by  the  cosmic
dust  of  bias  or  misrepresentation.  The
cosmic dance of statistics demanded nothing
less, and so we dutifully upheld the cosmic
laws  of  empirical  inquiry  with  the  utmost
probity.

In  summary,  our  methodology  made  for  a
cosmic  ballet  of  data  collection,  statistical
analysis,  and  ethical  scrutiny,  intertwining
the earthly realm of literary success with the
luminous  glimmers  of  UFO sightings  in  a
celestial  waltz  that  defied  the  bounds  of
conventional scientific inquiry.

Results

The  results  of  our  investigation  into  the
connection  between  UFO  sightings  in
Illinois  and  New York  Times  Fiction  Best
Sellers  present  a  compelling  narrative  of
cosmic  intrigue.  Upon  conducting  our
analyses,  we  uncovered  a  strikingly  high
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8728716,
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denoting  a  strong  positive  association
between  these  seemingly  disparate
phenomena.  Additionally,  the  calculated  r-
squared  value  of  0.7619048  further
underscores  the  robustness  of  this
relationship,  suggesting  that  approximately
76.19%  of  the  variability  in  best-selling
literature can be explained by the observed
UFO  sightings.  The  associated  p-value,
which  is  less  than  0.01,  provides
unequivocal  evidence  of  the  statistical
significance  of  this  unearthly  association,
affirming  that  the  likelihood  of  this
correlation  occurring  by  chance  is
minuscule.

Furthermore,  the  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)
depicting  the  correlation  between  UFO
sightings  and  occurrences  of  best-selling
fiction offers a visual representation of this
cosmic  connection.  The  spread  of  data
points  on  the  plot  neatly  aligns  with  the
trajectory  of  our  findings,  illustrating  a
compelling trend that beckons the discerning
eye  to  recognize  the  tantalizing  interplay
between  celestial  mysteries  and  literary
successes.  As  we  reflect  on  this  visual
depiction,  one  cannot  help  but  ponder
whether  the  pen truly  is  mightier  than  the
UFO.

In unraveling this enigmatic rapport between
UFO  sightings  and  literary  triumphs,  we
must acknowledge the speculative nature of
our  inquiry.  Although our findings  warrant
heedful consideration, we are mindful of the
inherent complexities of attributing causality
in  an  otherworldly  context.  Nevertheless,
our results beckon a greater appreciation for
the  cosmic  influences  that  may  have
surreptitiously  shaped  the  narrative
landscapes of esteemed literary works.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This correlation prompts us to contemplate
the possibility  that  an extraterrestrial  muse
may have lent a celestial hand in fueling the
creative  endeavors  of  certain  authors,
igniting an intergalactic spark that propelled
their  works to stratospheric  success.  While
we recognize the temptation to dismiss such
suppositions  as  whimsical  musings,  the
robust statistical  evidence unearthed in our
study  compels  us  to  approach  this  cosmic
conundrum with the gravitas it deserves.

In  summary,  our  findings  offer  a  thought-
provoking  glimpse  into  the  interstellar
interplay  between  UFO  sightings  and
literary  accomplishments,  inviting  scholars
and enthusiasts alike to venture beyond the
well-trodden confines of earthly inspiration
and ponder the potential cosmic sources of
creative ingenuity.

Discussion of findings

Our  inquiry  into  the  celestial-terrestrial
nexus  between  UFO  sightings  and  best-
selling literature has unveiled a captivating
correlation  that  transcends  conventional
paradigms  of  inspiration.  The  remarkably
high  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8728716
aligns  with  the  scholarly  discourse  on  the
cosmos'  inscrutable  influence  on  human
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creativity, reinforcing the notion that literary
accomplishments  may  indeed  harbor  a
celestial  twist.  Our  findings  fortify  the
convictions expressed by Smith (2007) and
Jones  (2015)  in  their  respective  scholarly
expositions,  as  the  statistical  robustness  of
our  results  underscores  the  palpable
association  between  extraterrestrial
encroachments and literary feats.

The  quirkier  sources  alluded  to  in  the
literature  review,  including  the  cryptic
wisdom  concealed  in  ubiquitous  CVS
receipts,  may  warrant  a  more  astute
scholarly  investigation  than  initially
contemplated.  Fanciful  as  it  may  sound,
perhaps these mundane slips of paper hold
the cryptic key to unraveling the enigmatic
rapport between cosmic wonders and earthly
triumphs, underscoring the need to explore
unconventional  avenues  of  insight  in
empirical inquiries.

Our  results  not  only  bolster  the  scholarly
discourse on cosmic interplay but equip us
with  statistical  imprimatur  to  entertain  the
whimsical  notion  that  celestial  muses  may
have  surreptitiously  guided  pens  along
narrative  trajectories.  While  the  inherent
complexities  of  attributing  causality  in  an
interstellar context cannot be overstated, the
robust  evidence  buttressing  our  findings
compels us to imbue this cosmic conundrum
with the earnest consideration it merits. As
we tread  the  nebulous  boundaries  between
the cosmos and creativity, it would be remiss
not to entertain the possibility that a cosmic
quill  may  indeed  have  reverberated  across
the  narrative  firmament,  leaving  its
enigmatic  imprint  on  best-selling  literary
works.

This  research  highlights  the  need  for  a
cosmic  shift  in  our  scholarly  engagement

with literary accomplishments, inviting us to
transcend  the  earthly  realms  of  inspiration
and  contemplate  the  myriad  interstellar
influences that may have contributed to the
meteoric  success  of  certain  acclaimed
novels. As we gaze into the cosmic expanse
for  inspiration,  we  are  reminded  that  the
universe is not only vaster than we imagine
but quite possibly wittier too, offering us a
constellation  of  riddles  to  unpick  as  we
embark on our scholarly pursuits.

Conclusion

As we conclude our interstellar exploration
of the intersection between UFO sightings in
Illinois  and  New York  Times  Fiction  Best
Sellers,  it  is  evident  that  a  celestial
correlation may indeed orbit  the realms of
literary acclaim. The celestial thread that we
have  unraveled  through  our  statistical
analysis, though tinged with a hint of cosmic
whimsy,  exhibits  a  remarkably  high
correlation  coefficient  and  a  p-value  less
than  0.01,  firmly  asserting  the  statistical
significance of this unearthly association. It
seems that the pen of an author may indeed
be guided by a stellar muse, or perhaps, just
maybe,  the  truth  is  out  there,  waiting  to
inspire  the  next  best-seller.  While  we
acknowledge the  speculative  nature  of  our
inquiry,  it  is  undeniable  that  our  findings
provoke  contemplation  of  the  cosmic
influences on creative endeavors. With that
said, we dare not elevate this investigation to
the  level  of  intergalactic  law,  nor  do  we
recommend altering the research funding to
accommodate further cosmic inquiries. We'll
leave this  celestial  puzzle to the stargazers
and dreamers, content with our own earthly
musings.

No more research in this area is needed.
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