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Abstract

The present study delves into the perplexing intersection of the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in 
Transportation and materials moving and the count of manicurists and pedicurists in South Carolina. By 
analyzing data from the National Center for Education Statistics and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we 
sought to uncover any semblance of a connection between these seemingly disparate fields. Surprisingly,
our analysis yielded a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9780438 and a p-value less than 0.01 
for the period spanning 2012 to 2021. It appears that as the number of Bachelor's degrees in 
Transportation and materials moving increased, there was a corresponding rise in the count of 
manicurists and pedicurists in South Carolina. This unexpected correlation prompted the research team to
ponder: Are South Carolinians so enamored with transportation that even their manicurists and 
pedicurists are influenced by the allure of the open road? Perhaps they simply appreciate a good "pedi-
cab" service. Ah, the joy of wordplay!
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1. Introduction

The  relationship  between  educational
attainment in a specific field and the labor
market  outcomes  in  an  entirely  different
sector is a topic that has intrigued scholars
and  practitioners  alike.  In  this  vein,  we
embarked  on  an  investigation  into  the
curious connection between the number of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
Transportation  and  materials  moving  and
the count of manicurists and pedicurists in
the state of South Carolina. This seemingly

incongruous pairing led us down a winding
road  of  data  analysis  and  interpretation,
ultimately  revealing  an  unexpected
correlation  that  tickled  our  statistical
sensibilities.

The puns in  this  research practically  write
themselves  -  though  nit-picking  potentially
undermines  the  serious  intent  of  our
findings.

As we delve into the intricate web of data,
our  initial  pondering  led  to  a  quest  for
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answers.  Could  there  be  a  deeper
connection between the art of nail care and
the field of transportation? Are manicurists
and  pedicurists  in  South  Carolina  secretly
studying  the  principles  of  logistics  and
freight  transportation  in  their  spare  time?
That might explain why they are always so
adept  at  navigating  the  "traffic"  of  nail
embellishments.

Perhaps  there  is  a  hitherto  undiscovered
camaraderie  between  pedicabs  and  the
practitioners  of  pedicure  arts,  creating  an
unspoken bond across seemingly disparate
professions. It's a punny thought, isn't it?

2. Literature Review

Recent studies such as those conducted by
Smith et al. and Doe and Jones have delved
into  the  correlation  between  educational
attainment  and  workforce  composition,
shedding  light  on  the  potential  impact  of
academic  specialization  on  labor  market
dynamics. However, the specific relationship
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  Transportation  and  materials
moving  and  the  count  of  manicurists  and
pedicurists in South Carolina has remained
relatively  unexplored  in  the  academic
literature.

In  "The Economics  of  Transportation,"  the
authors find an intriguing discussion of the
logistics and economic principles underlying
the  transportation  industry,  which  might
seem a far cry from the world of manicures
and  pedicures.  Similarly,  "The  Nail
Technician's  Handbook"  provides  in-depth
insights into the art and science of nail care,
with little mention of the complexities of the
transportation and materials moving sector.

Turning  to  fiction,  the  novel  "The
Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by
Douglas  Adams  whimsically  explores  the
fantastical  world  of  intergalactic  travel,
though regrettably lacks any mention of nail
care practices in South Carolina. On a more

local level, the popular mystery series "The
No.  1  Ladies'  Detective  Agency"  by
Alexander McCall Smith is set in Botswana
and  offers  a  glimpse  into  the  diverse
occupations  and interpersonal  connections
within  a  community,  albeit  not  within  the
context  of  transportation  and  manicurist-
pedicurist dynamics in South Carolina.

Furthermore, our extensive literature review
revealed  that  unexpected  sources  can
sometimes  provide  enlightening  insights.
Upon  perusal  of  the  backs  of  various
shampoo bottles in hotel bathrooms across
the state, we stumbled upon intriguing tales
of herbal essences and keratin treatments.
While these may not  directly  relate to the
labor market in South Carolina, one cannot
discount  the  potential  influence  of  well-
groomed  toes  in  the  intricate  dance  of
transportation economics.

Thus, the current study aims to bridge the
gap  in  the  literature  and  unravel  the
enigmatic  ties  between  these  seemingly
incongruous fields, adding a touch of levity
to the often solemn world of academia. After
all,  what  is  research without  a  sprinkle  of
unexpected humor?

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  peculiar  correlation
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  Transportation  and  materials
moving  and  the  count  of  manicurists  and
pedicurists  in  South  Carolina,  a  series  of
methodological steps were taken. First, data
on  the  number  of  Bachelor's  degrees
awarded  in  Transportation  and  materials
moving  in  South  Carolina  was  collected
from  the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics. Simultaneously, data on the count
of  manicurists  and  pedicurists  in  South
Carolina was obtained from the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics,  covering  the  time  period
from 2012 to 2021.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



The use of data from the National Center for
Education  Statistics  and  the  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics  ensured  a  comprehensive
and reliable dataset for the analysis. While
we didn't  go as far as conducting door-to-
door surveys of manicurists and pedicurists
to  inquire  about  their  academic
backgrounds,  we  did  take  the  liberty  of
reviewing their "digital fingerprints" in public
databases.

The  collected  data,  despite  its  seemingly
disparate nature,  was then subjected to a
rigorous  process  of  cleaning,
transformation,  and  normalization.  This
involved  meticulously  scrubbing  any
irrelevant  or  erroneous  data  points,  much
like  the  meticulous  care  and  precision
employed in a nail salon. The data was then
massaged and buffed to ensure a uniform
structure suitable for statistical analysis.

Employing  a  combination  of  regression
analysis  and  time  series  modeling,  the
relationship  between  the  number  of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
Transportation  and  materials  moving  and
the count of manicurists and pedicurists in
South  Carolina  was  examined.  While  this
method might sound convoluted like a pair
of  unruly  toenails,  rest  assured,  it  was
carefully  constructed  to  untangle  any
underlying patterns in the data.

To  account  for  potential  confounding
variables, such as economic trends, cultural
preferences, or potential migratory patterns
of  transportation enthusiasts  and nail  care
connoisseurs,  various  control  variables
were incorporated into the analyses. Much
like the careful application of top coat in a
nail  salon,  these  control  variables  were
meticulously layered to ensure the integrity
of the analysis.

Furthermore, a series of robustness checks
were conducted to validate the stability and
reliability  of  the  findings.  Sensitivity
analyses were performed to confirm that the
results  were not  merely  a  statistical  fluke,

but  rather  a  genuine  reflection  of  the
underlying  relationship  between
transportation-related education and the nail
care profession. After all,  we are all  about
proper "nailing" down our findings.

In summary, the methodology employed in
this  study  undertook  a  thorough  and
meticulous  examination  of  the  data,  much
like the careful work of a manicurist or the
precision  of  transportation  logistics.  The
rigorous  processes  followed  in  this
investigation  aimed  to  unveil  any  latent
connections  between  these  seemingly
disparate fields, resulting in findings that are
both surprising and remarkably robust.

4. Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  revealed  a
strikingly  robust  correlation  between  the
number  of  Bachelor's  degrees awarded in
Transportation  and  materials  moving  and
the count of manicurists and pedicurists in
the state of  South  Carolina  for  the  period
from  2012  to  2021.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9780438  indicated  an
exceptionally  strong  positive  relationship
between these  two  variables,  while  the  r-
squared value of  0.9565698 demonstrated
that a substantial proportion of the variance
in the count of manicurists and pedicurists
in South Carolina could be explained by the
number  of  Bachelor's  degrees  in
Transportation and materials moving. 

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  further
emphasized  the  statistical  significance  of
this  correlation,  suggesting  that  the
likelihood of it occurring purely by chance is
exceedingly  low.  It  appears  that  as  the
number  of  Bachelor's  degrees  in
Transportation  and  materials  moving
increased,  so  too  did  the  count  of
manicurists  and  pedicurists  in  South
Carolina.

The scatterplot in Fig. 1 vividly illustrates the
strong positive correlation between the two
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variables,  with  the  data  points  tightly
clustered  along  a  steeply  rising  line.  This
striking  visual  representation  solidifies  the
robustness of our findings.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

One might say this unexpected correlation
has nailed down our attention! It seems the
allure  of  transportation  transcends  mere
modes of travel and extends to the realm of
pedicure artistry. After all, when it comes to
navigating  the  intricacies  of  nail  care,
perhaps there's no better preparation than a
deep understanding of logistical maneuvers.

Our unexpected findings present  intriguing
possibilities  and raise  questions  that  merit
further exploration, challenging conventional
wisdom and prompting a reconsideration of
the  tangled  web  of  connections  between
education and labor market outcomes.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  the  present  study
substantiate  and  extend prior  research  on
the  association  between  educational
attainment  in  transportation-related  fields
and  labor  market  dynamics,  specifically  in
the  domain  of  nail  care  professions.  Our
results  align  with the work of  Smith et  al.
and Doe and Jones, who have highlighted
the  impact  of  academic  specialization  on
workforce composition. The remarkably high
correlation  coefficient  and  the  statistically

significant  p-value  in  our  analysis
underscore the strength and robustness of
the  relationship  between  the  number  of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
Transportation  and  materials  moving  and
the count of manicurists and pedicurists in
South Carolina. 

It seems that the allure of transportation has
a curious influence,  echoing the sentiment
of  the  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy,
where the open road and intergalactic travel
are  of  paramount  importance,  though
exclusively in the context of manicures and
pedicures in South Carolina. Perhaps, in the
labyrinthine world of labor market dynamics,
there  is  indeed  a  parallel  universe  where
pedi-cabs reign supreme.

Furthermore,  our  study  has  shed  light  on
the  intricate  dance  of  economic  forces
underlying the seemingly  disparate  realms
of  transportation  and  nail  care.  The
unexpected sources that we stumbled upon,
representing insights from the vibrant world
of  hotel  shampoo  bottles,  provide  a
whimsical interlude in the academic pursuit
of  unraveling  intricate  labor  market
connections.

The  statistically  significant  relationship
between  the  educational  pursuits  in
transportation  and  the  proliferation  of
manicurists  and  pedicurists  prompts  us  to
reconsider the stereotypes and assumptions
that underpin labor market phenomena. Our
findings challenge conventional wisdom and
advocate for a more nuanced understanding
of  the  diverse  factors  that  shape  labor
market  outcomes.  This  unexpected
correlation  has  indeed  nailed  down  our
attention,  enticing  further  exploration  into
the  multifaceted  interplay  between
education and labor market dynamics. 

In conclusion, our research underscores the
profound influence of academic pursuits in
transportation  on  the  proliferation  of  nail
care  professionals,  unveiling  an uncharted
terrain in the complex web of labor market
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interconnections.  After  all,  in  the  words  of
Alexander  McCall  Smith,  the  mysteries  of
occupational  dynamics  can  sometimes
reveal themselves in the most  unexpected
of places. One can only wonder what other
surprises the tangled labor market web has
in store.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, the present study elucidates
a  most  peculiar  relationship  between  the
number  of  Bachelor's  degrees awarded in
Transportation  and  materials  moving  and
the count of manicurists and pedicurists in
South  Carolina.  The  remarkably  high
correlation  coefficient  and  statistical
significance  of  this  connection  boggle  the
mind and tickle the fancy. It seems that the
allure of transportation has managed to do
what many have tried and failed - unite two
unexpected domains in  a twirling tango of
statistical fascination.

As we peer  into this  unexpected link,  one
cannot  help but marvel at the marvelously
manicured  mysteries  awaiting  further
exploration.  One might  even  say  that  this
correlation  has  nailed  down  our  attention!
After  all,  when it  comes to  untangling  the
web of connections between education and
labor market outcomes, there's no time for a
"pedi-cab"  detour  -  we  must  stay  the
statistical course.

Yet, despite the temptation to uncover more
pun-tastic  possibilities,  it  seems  that  no
further research is needed in this area. The
results speak for themselves, and it appears
that  the  secret  connection  between
transportation  education  and  the  thriving
world  of  toe-tending  has  been  revealed  -
much like a hidden nail polish color at the
back of the salon shelf.
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