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Abstract

This research paper explores the seemingly preposterous
yet peculiar relationship between the first name Tomas
and the incidence of motor vehicle thefts in Washington
state. Using data obtained from the US Social Security
Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services for the period spanning from 1985 to 2022, our
research team conducted a rigorous statistical analysis to
unravel the connection between the popularity of the
name Tomas and the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts.
Through our meticulous examination, we discovered a
striking correlation coefficient of 0.8158938 and a
statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01,
indicating a robust association between these seemingly
unrelated variables. The findings of this study not only
challenge conventional wisdom but also illuminate the
unexpected nature of human behavior and societal
patterns. While this unusual correlation may seem
implausible at first glance, our research urges a closer
examination of the intersection between nomenclature and
nefarious activity. Whether it is sheer coincidence or a
curious quirk of fate, it is undeniable that the Thieving
Tomas tale provides a captivating glimpse into the
enigmatic world of statistics and human idiosyncrasies.

1. Introduction

In the realm of statistical analyses, researchers are
often presented with enigmatic relationships that
defy conventional expectations. The study of
seemingly disparate variables can yield unexpected
insights, challenging our understanding of causality
and correlation. One such perplexing association that
has piqued the curiosity of researchers is the
potential link between the popularity of the first
name Tomas and the incidence of motor vehicle
thefts in Washington state. While this connection
may initially appear whimsical, our exploration
seeks to unravel the statistical enigma underlying
this purported relationship.

The impetus for this investigation stems from a
desire to uncover the underlying factors influencing
criminal activities. Despite the intuitive assumption
that names and criminal behavior exist in unrelated
spheres, the realm of statistics often unveils bizarre
connections that beckon further scrutiny. Thus, the
correlation between the nomenclature of Tomas and
the prevalence of motor vehicle thefts serves as an
intriguing puzzle that demands empirical inquiry.

Humorously, one might be inclined to conjure
fanciful images of a mischievous cohort of Tomases
embarking on covert car theft operations across
Washington. However, behind the veneer of
whimsical speculation lies the earnest pursuit of
understanding and interpreting complex statistical
patterns that manifest in the fabric of human society.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



As such, the present study endeavors to demystify
this improbable yet captivating relationship,
shedding light on the idiosyncrasies of human
behavior and societal trends.

This investigation seeks to transcend the confines of
traditional statistical analyses and venture into the
realm of unconventional associations, challenging
scholars to reconsider the boundaries of statistical
inquiry. The whimsical juxtaposition of a seemingly
innocuous first name and a criminal activity invites
us to contemplate the nuanced interplay of societal
constructs and individual choices. As we delve
deeper into the Thieving Tomas conundrum, we are
poised to unveil the unexpected and perhaps even
embrace the whimsical nature of statistical inquiry.

2. Literature Review

In a seminal study by Smith, "The Name Game:
Exploring the Influence of Naming Conventions on
Behavior," the authors find that there is indeed a
connection between individuals' names and their
exhibited behavior. This line of inquiry lays the
groundwork for our investigation into the peculiar
association between the name Tomas and motor
vehicle thefts in Washington. Furthermore, Doe, in
"Monikers and Misdemeanors: Unraveling the
Curious Correlation," delves into the intricate
dynamics of nomenclature and deviant conduct,
providing a theoretical framework for our empirical
scrutiny.

Jones, in "Alias Analysis: Unearthing Patterns in
Names and Activities," contributes to the scholarly
discourse by elucidating the complex interplay
between appellations and criminal proclivities.
These scholarly works serve as the pillars upon
which we construct our examination of the purported
relationship between the popularity of the name
Tomas and the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts.

In "Wheels and Heels: A Statistical Voyage through
Vehicular Larceny,” the authors explore the
multifaceted nature of car thefts and the potential
influences that may contribute to this phenomenon.
The author's thorough analysis provides a
comprehensive overview of the factors at play in
motor vehicle thefts and sets the stage for our

investigation into the enigmatic connection to the
name Tomas.

Turning to the realm of fiction, the works of Agatha
Christie, particularly "The Mystery of the Stolen
Automobiles," and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's "The
Curious Case of the Car Criminal Named Tomas,"
offer intriguing, albeit anecdotal, accounts of
mysterious car thefts attributed to individuals with
the name Tomas. While these fictional narratives
may serve as whimsical diversions, they prompt us
to consider the fantastical elements interwoven with
the statistical investigation at hand.

As part of our endeavor to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the social landscape surrounding
motor vehicle theft, the research team has
extensively reviewed several acclaimed television
series, including "Gone in 60 Seconds: Namesake
Edition," "Tomas, Thief in the Night," and "The
Great Tomas Caper." These compelling dramas
provide a cultural context that enriches our
exploration of the association between the name
Tomas and motor vehicle thefts in Washington.

In summary, the literature demonstrates a rich
tapestry of inquiry into the interconnection of
nomenclature and criminal behavior, both in
scholarly and cultural spheres. These diverse sources
form the scaffolding upon which we frame our
investigation, poised to unravel the enigmatic ties
between the popularity of the name Tomas and
motor vehicle thefts.

3. Methodology

In order to disentangle the curious correlation
between the popularity of the first name Tomas and
the frequency of motor vehicle thefts in Washington
state, our research team embarked on a rigorous
methodological journey. Leveraging data from the
US Social Security Administration and the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services spanning from
1985 to 2022, we navigated the perplexing terrain of
statistical analyses with a blend of fervor and
fortitude.

The first step in our delphic expedition involved
obtaining comprehensive datasets of the prevalence
of the name Tomas and the incidence of motor
vehicle thefts within the designated timeframe. The
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US Social Security Administration provided
invaluable troves of data regarding the frequency of
the name Tomas, offering a panoramic view of its
popularity across generations. Meanwhile, the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services bestowed
upon us the solemn duty of sifting through
voluminous records documenting the larcenous
escapades of vehicular miscreants in Washington
state.

With the preeminent task of data acquisition
triumphantly achieved, we meticulously scrubbed
and scrutinized the datasets to ensure their pristine
integrity. This dexterous process not only
necessitated a judicious discernment of outliers and
inaccuracies but also called for a keen eye to identify
patterns and trends that may elude the uninitiated
observer.

Upon the sanctification of our prodigious datasets,
we delineated the contours of our statistical
analyses, wielding an arsenal of techniques to
unravel the enigmatic relationship between the
nomenclatural popularity of Tomas and the
snatching of automotive possessions. Our chosen
statistical methodology comprised a symphony of
inferential statistics, including Pearson correlation
coefficients, t-tests, and regression analyses, all
harmoniously  orchestrated to elucidate the
underlying relational dalliance between these
seemingly incongruous variables.

Furthermore, we harnessed the illustrious power of
time series analyses to apprehend the temporal
dynamics of this convoluted rapport, thus unraveling
the narrative of thieving Tomases and their
whimsical waltz with pilfered automobiles across
the annals of time.

As we embarked on this statistical odyssey, our
research team remained vigilant against potential
confounding variables and spurious correlations,
guarding our inquiry against the insidious
machinations of spurious associations and whimsical
mirages.

Alas, the labyrinthine path of statistical inquiry
beckoned us forth, daring us to unearth the striking
interplay between the eponymous prominence of
Tomas and the nefarious dance of motor vehicle
thefts in the verdant fields of Washington state. And
with each esoteric test and abstruse analysis, we

sought not only to validate our findings but to revel
in the veritable tapestry of statistical whimsy that
underpins the wondrous world of data-driven
inquiry.

4. Results

The analysis of data from the US Social Security
Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice
Information Services spanning from 1985 to 2022
revealed a remarkable relationship between the
popularity of the first name Tomas and the incidence
of motor vehicle thefts in Washington state. Despite
the seemingly whimsical nature of this association,
the statistical findings exhibit a substantial
correlation coefficient of 0.8158938, implying a
robust connection between these ostensibly
unrelated variables. This correlation is further
supported by an r-squared value of 0.6656827,
indicating that approximately 67% of the variance in
motor vehicle thefts in Washington can be explained
by the popularity of the name Tomas. Moreover, the
p-value of less than 0.01 highlights the statistical
significance of this unexpected relationship,
rejecting the null hypothesis of independence
between the two variables.

Figure 1 displays a scatterplot illustrating the strong
positive correlation between the popularity of the
name Tomas and the incidence of motor vehicle
thefts in Washington. The scatterplot unmistakably
portrays a trend in which increasing popularity of
the name Tomas corresponds to a higher frequency
of motor vehicle thefts.

The robustness of this association prompts
contemplation of the underlying mechanisms that
may elucidate this intriguing phenomenon. While
the notion of a name exerting influence over
criminal behavior may appear far-fetched, the
statistical evidence irrefutably demonstrates a
compelling connection between the prevalence of
the name Tomas and the occurrence of motor vehicle
thefts in Washington. These findings not only upend
conventional expectations but also serve as a
whimsical reminder of the unpredictability inherent
in statistical analyses.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The findings of our research reinforce and extend
the existing literature that examines the influence of
nomenclature on behavioral patterns. These results
lend empirical support to the theoretical and
anecdotal accounts that suggest a connection
between the name Tomas and criminal conduct,
particularly in the realm of motor vehicle thefts.

Our study builds upon the groundwork laid by
Smith, Doe, and Jones, who, although tackling this
subject matter with a seriousness that would make
our findings seem whimsical in comparison,
nevertheless paved the way for our investigation.
The unexpected correlation we uncovered echoes the
speculative musings of Agatha Christie and Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, articulating a tangible
association between the name Tomas and criminal
mischief. Furthermore, the cultural context provided
by television series such as "Gone in 60 Seconds:
Namesake Edition" and "Tomas, Thief in the Night"
adds a layer of intrigue to our scholarly exploration.

The statistical robustness of our findings, with a
correlation coefficient of 0.8158938 and an 1-
squared value of 0.6656827, substantiates the
unlikely yet tangible link between the popularity of
the name Tomas and the occurrence of motor vehicle
thefts. This result not only defies conventional
expectations but also underscores the serendipitous
interplay of seemingly unrelated variables in the
tapestry of statistical analysis.

While the mechanism underlying this association
remains  enigmatic, our findings  prompt
contemplation of the intricate interplay between

nomenclature and deviant behavior. Whether one
takes a statistical or a tongue-in-cheek perspective,
the Thieving Tomas tale serves as a testament to the
unanticipated whims of human behavior and
statistical inquiry.

In conclusion, our research uncovers a compelling
correlation between the name Tomas and motor
vehicle thefts in Washington, challenging traditional
notions of causality and lending credence to the
notion that beneath the seemingly dry world of
statistical analysis lies a playground of unexpected
associations. The Thieving Tomas saga invites
further inquiry and contemplation, offering a light-
hearted yet thought-provoking glimpse into the
quirky intricacies of statistical investigation.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the correlation
between the popularity of the first name Tomas and
the incidence of motor vehicle thefts in Washington
has uncovered an unexpected and statistically
significant relationship. The robust correlation
coefficient of 0.8158938 and the compelling p-value
of less than 0.01 underscore the substantial
association between the two seemingly unrelated
variables. This finding challenges the traditional
boundaries of statistical inquiry and presents a
thought-provoking enigma that demands further
contemplation.

While the notion of a name exerting influence over
criminal behavior may initially appear whimsical,
the resounding statistical evidence leaves little room
for skepticism. It is as if the Tomases and the stolen
cars are engaged in a tango of statistical
significance, with each name adding a layer of
intrigue to the vehicular thievery in Washington.
This peculiar correlation not only broadens our
understanding of societal patterns but also adds a
whimsical touch to the realm of statistical analyses.

However, as enticing as it may be to speculate on the
potential implications of this correlation, it is
essential to approach our findings with a healthy
dose of skepticism and humor. After all, attributing
criminal tendencies to a particular first name may
lead us down a comical rabbit hole of conjecture and
cliche. Therefore, while the Thieving Tomas tale
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provides an intriguing storyline, it is crucial to
recognize the limitations of our study and the need
for caution in drawing simplistic causal inferences.

In light of the unexpected nature of our findings, it is
essential to emphasize the need for future research to
investigate the underlying mechanisms that give rise
to this statistically significant relationship.
Nonetheless, the Thieving Tomas saga stands as a
whimsical reminder of the unpredictable and often
delightful idiosyncrasies that emerge from the realm
of statistical analysis. Nevertheless, it is prudent to
acknowledge that, for now, further research in this
domain may result in diminishing returns -- there
may be no need to look further for correlation as
compelling and peculiar as the one between the
name Tomas and motor vehicle thefts.
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