Journal of Sports Psychology and Social Dynamics (2024) 22, 52-63

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

pelld 3 &\J_

ELSERVER

Mai Name and 49ers Game: How Mai's Popularity
Impacts San Francisco's Wins

Christopher Hamilton, Andrew Tucker, Gavin P Trudeau

Academic Excellence Institute; Madison, Wisconsin

Abstract

This paper delves into the intriguing correlation between the popularity of the first name "Mai" and the
seasonal wins of the San Francisco 49ers. Leveraging data from the US Social Security Administration
and Pro-Football-Reference.com, our research team conducted an in-depth analysis spanning the years
1975 to 2022. We unearthed a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.5622132 and a p-value of less than
0.01, indicating a statistically significant connection. To our surprise, the data illustrated a striking positive
relationship between the proliferation of the name "Mai" and the 49ers' victories. It seems that, much like
the team's playbook, the popularity of the name "Mai" has been strategically influencing the 49ers'
performance. Perhaps this phenomenon lends new meaning to the notion of "Mai-nstream success" in the
context of professional football. Furthermore, our findings suggest that the association is not mere
happenstance, as the statistical significance of the correlation cannot be disregarded. As the saying goes,
"Mai" not have thought that a name could impact football wins, but the numbers don't lie. Our research
sheds light on this peculiar connection and opens the door to further exploration of the intriguing
influences on sports outcomes.

Copyleft 2024 Academic Excellence Institute. No rights reserved.

1. Introduction unconventional beliefs, making it an
intriguing area for exploring potential

The association between a persons name correlations.

and their life outcomes has been a subject

of perennial interest, often relegated to the The San Francisco 49ers, a storied

realm of superstition or folklore. However,
recent research has begun to unveil
potential connections between individuals'
names and various aspects of their lives. In
a similar vein, the sports world has long
been steeped in superstitions and

franchise in the National Football League
(NFL), have been a source of fascination for
sports enthusiasts and researchers alike.
The team's victories and defeats have been
dissected and analyzed from myriad angles,
yet the potential influence of something as
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seemingly inconsequential as the popularity
of a first name has largely escaped scrutiny.
This oversight presents a ripe opportunity
for investigation, albeit one that may raise
an eyebrow or two.

Though the notion of a name shaping sports
outcomes might initially elicit a chuckle, our
research takes a thoughtful, data-driven
approach to unraveling this curious
phenomenon. After all, it's quite the "Mai-
stery" how a name could impact a team's
success on the gridiron.

2. Literature Review

The potential influence of individual names
on various life outcomes has garnered
increasing attention in recent academic
literature. In "Surname et al.,”" the authors
link the popularity of first names to diverse
facets of individuals' lives, including career
choices, academic performance, and even
romantic success. Similarly, "Smith and
Johnson" investigate the impact of name
popularity on professional sports,
uncovering unexpected correlations
between certain names and athletes' on-
field achievements.

Dad Joke: What do you call a bear with no
teeth? A gummy bear.

In line with this emerging body of research,
the present study addresses the intriguing
relationship between the prevalence of the
first name "Mai" and the seasonal victories
of the San Francisco 49ers. Given the
distinctive nature of this investigation, the
literature review extends beyond the realm
of traditional academic studies to consider a
wider array of sources.

Turning to non-fiction works,
"Freakonomics" offers a comprehensive
exploration  of unconventional, often
overlooked factors that can influence
various outcomes, providing an insightful
foundation for examining the potential
influence of a name on sports performance.

In a similar vein, "Outliers" delves into the
underpinnings of success, presenting
compelling arguments for considering
unorthodox variables that may contribute to
exceptional achievements.

Dad Joke: Why did the bicycle fall over?
Because it was two tired.

Additionally, a selection of fiction literature
offers narratives that tangentially touch
upon the theme of improbable connections
and unforeseen influences. For instance,
the novel "The Name of the Wind" weaves a
tale of enigmatic forces shaping destinies,
suggesting that seemingly trivial elements —
such as a name — may hold unforeseen
sway over significant events. In a different
realm, "The Secret Life of Bees" traverses
the unexpected pathways that lead to
serendipitous encounters and fortuitous
occurrences, mirroring the potential impact
of the name "Mai" on the 49ers' victories.

Dad Joke: Did you hear about the
mathematician who's afraid of negative
numbers? He will stop at nothing to avoid
them.

As part of the research process, the authors
engaged in an extensive review of relevant
television programs that could provide
insights into the intersection of names and
sports outcomes. Notably, "The Twilight
Zone" and "Stranger Things" delve into the
realms of the uncanny and the inexplicable,
offering  allegorical  perspectives  on
unanticipated connections and their
potential ramifications. These themes serve
as a lens through which to contemplate the
unexpected correlation  between the
prevalence of the name "Mai" and the San
Francisco 49ers' successes, prompting
further inquiry into the mysterious forces at
play in the realm of professional football.

3. Our approach & methods

In order to elucidate the potential link
between the prevalence of the first name
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"Mai" and the San Francisco 49ers'
seasonal wins, a comprehensive and
meticulous approach was employed. This
involved collecting extensive data on the
frequency of the name "Mai" from the US
Social Security Administration's  public
records, which encompassed the period
from 1975 to 2022. Additionally, detailed
information on the 49ers' game outcomes
was sourced from Pro-Football-
Reference.com, providing a comprehensive
dataset for analysis.

To kick things off, the first step in our
convoluted process involved combing
through an extensive array of public records
to identify individuals with the first name
"Mai." This data was cross-referenced with
birth certificates, census records, and any
other available sources to ensure a
comprehensive capture of the prevalence of
the name across different regions and
demographics. This exhaustive search left
us feeling like we were looking for a "Mai-
needle in a haystack,” but the pursuit of
knowledge persists!

Following the acquisition of the "Mai" name
data, a thorough cleansing and validation
process was undertaken to eliminate any
potential data anomalies or duplications.
Each entry was scrutinized with the
precision of a quarterback reviewing game
tape, ensuring the accuracy and integrity of
the dataset. No "Mai-stakes" were made
during this meticulous data cleaning
process!

Simultaneously, data on the San Francisco
49ers' seasonal wins, losses, and ties from
each competitive season during the study
period were methodically compiled and
organized. This comprehensive game
outcome dataset was then subjected to
rigorous quality checks to maintain its
reliability and completeness. Just like a well-
oiled offensive line, we ensured that our
data was prepared to withstand the rigors of
statistical analysis.

With the datasets meticulously curated, the
subsequent phase involved applying
advanced statistical methodologies to
explore potential correlations between the
frequency of the name "Mai" and the 49ers'
game outcomes. This entailed the
calculation of correlation coefficients, p-
values, and other relevant statistical
measures to quantify the strength and
significance of any identified relationships.
We did this with the precision of a seasoned
quarterback executing a carefully planned

play.

The statistical analyses were conducted
using robust software packages, ensuring
the validity and reproducibility of the results.
This comprehensive approach allowed us to
guard against the possibility of "Mai-
sleading” conclusions, providing a robust
foundation for our investigations.

In summary, our research methodology
involved an exhaustive collection and
validation of "Mai" name prevalence data,
meticulous compilation of the San Francisco
49ers' game outcomes, and rigorous
statistical analyses. This comprehensive
approach aimed to elucidate the potential
influence of the name "Mai" on the 49ers'
seasonal performance, shedding light on
this quirky and unexpected connection.

4, Results

The analysis of data from the US Social
Security Administration and Pro-Football-
Reference.com revealed a  notable
correlation between the popularity of the
first name "Mai" and the seasonal wins of
the San Francisco 49ers. The correlation
coefficient of 0.5622132 indicated a
moderately strong positive relationship
between these two variables. This finding
suggests a potential influence of the name
"Mai" on the 49ers' performance throughout
the years.
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The r-squared value of 0.3160837 further
supported the assertion that the popularity
of the name "Mai" may be associated with
the team's success. This implies that
approximately 31.6% of the variability in the
49ers' seasonal wins can be explained by
the prevalence of the name "Mai." One
might say that the influence of this name on
the team's outcomes is "mai-nifestly" clear,
at least statistically speaking.

With a p-value of less than 0.01, the
statistical significance of the correlation
underscores the robustness of the observed
relationship. This suggests that the
association between the proliferation of the
name "Mai" and the 49ers' victories is not
likely due to random chance. As the data
would have it, there may be more to a name
than meets the eye, especially when it
comes to the gridiron.

Years 1975-2022, r=0.562, p<0.01

Popularity of the first name

.
s0le *.8 * Veof
. .

25 5 15 10 125 15
Season wins for the San
Francisco 49ers

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Figure 1, presented below, the scatterplot
visually depicts the strong positive
correlation between the popularity of the
first name "Mai" and the San Francisco
49ers' seasonal wins. The upward trend in
the plot unmistakably underscores the
connection between these two variables,
thus reinforcing the quantitative findings of
the analysis.

Overall, our research provides compelling
evidence of an intriguing relationship
between the prevalence of the name "Mai"

and the performance of the San Francisco
49ers. While the mechanism underlying this
connection remains "Mai-sterious," our
findings invite further exploration and
contemplation of the curious influences that
may impact sports outcomes. After all, when
it comes to statistical significance, there's
"Mai" way to ignore the data.

5. Discussion

The findings of the present study
demonstrate a  statistically  significant
correlation between the popularity of the
first name "Mai" and the seasonal wins of
the San Francisco 49ers. This unexpected
linkage supports prior research on the
potential influence of hames on various life
outcomes and extends it to the realm of
professional sports.

The moderately strong positive relationship
between the proliferation of the name "Mai"
and the 49ers' victories, as indicated by the
correlation  coefficient of 0.5622132,
highlights the intriguing nature of this
connection. This  statistical evidence
suggests that there may indeed be more to
a name than conventionally presumed,
particularly when evaluating athletic
achievements. One might say that the
influence of the name "Mai" on the 49ers’
performance is not merely anecdotal — it's
statistically "Mai"gnificent.

The substantial r-squared value of
0.3160837 reinforces the assertion that the
popularity of the name "Mai" may play a
discernible role in the team's successes.
Approximately 31.6% of the variability in the
49ers' seasonal wins can be attributed to
the prevalence of the name "Mai," offering a
statistically compelling argument for the
significance of this association. This means
that for every "Mai" there is, there's potential
for more than just "mai-rracle" on the field —
there's a statistically verifiable impact on the
team's performance.
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Furthermore, the scatterplot reaffirms the
robustness of the observed correlation,
visually illustrating the undeniable
relationship between the popularity of the
first name "Mai" and the 49ers' seasonal
wins. One could say that this graph truly
leaves no "Mai'stake" about the connection,
paving the way for further exploration of the
curious influence of names on sports
outcomes.

It is important to note that while the data
suggest a compelling association between
the prevalence of the name "Mai" and the
performance of the San Francisco 49ers,
the causal mechanisms that underlie this
connection remain shrouded in "Mai-
steriousness." The findings warrant further
investigation and contemplation, as the
potential implications of this correlation may
extend far beyond the realm of professional
football.

In conclusion, our research sheds light on
the unexpected but statistically significant
relationship between the popularity of the
first name "Mai" and the seasonal wins of
the San Francisco 49ers. Much like the
unexpected punchline of a dad joke, this
correlation adds a touch of whimsy to the
intricate web of factors that may influence
sports  outcomes, underscoring the
fascinating and multifaceted nature of
statistical relationships. After all, when it
comes to the impact of a name on football
victories, one could say there's
"Mai"sterious influence at play.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has brought to
light a compelling association between the
popularity of the first name "Mai" and the
seasonal wins of the San Francisco 49ers.
The correlation coefficient and r-squared
value point to a statistically significant,
moderately strong positive relationship,
indicating that the name "Mai" may indeed
exert an influence on the football team's

performance, much like a subtle vyet
determined quarterback orchestrating a
game-winning drive.

One cannot help but ponder the implications
of our findings. Could it be that the mere
utterance of "Mai" triggers a wave of good
fortune for the 49ers, akin to a lucky charm
tucked into the cleats of each player?
Perhaps there is a secret playbook of
names, each imbued with its own unique
powers to sway the outcome of a game.
Imagine the announcers calling the action:
"And Mai takes the field, as the 49ers look
to extend their winning streak!"

It is worth emphasizing the statistical
significance  of our results, which
underscores the robustness and validity of
our findings. This prompts a reevaluation of
the factors that may contribute to sports
success, reminding us that amidst the
playbook strategies and athletic prowess, a
seemingly innocuous element such as the
prevalence of a specific name may quietly
exert its influence on the outcome of a
game.

As we reflect on the notable correlation
between the name "Mai" and the 49ers'
victories, one cannot help but appreciate the
delightful  unpredictability of statistical
exploration. It appears that, in the realm of
sports as in life, there are "Mai"-sterious
forces at play that elude simple explanation.

In light of these intriguing findings, it is safe
to say that further research into the impact
of individuals' names on sports outcomes is
warranted. However, when it comes to the
connection between the popularity of the
first name "Mai" and the seasonal wins of
the San Francisco 49ers, it seems that we
have uncovered a statistical truth that is as
clear as day. In other words, there's "Mai"
need for additional investigation in this area.

Thank you for coming to my "Mai"-ted Talk.
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