
The Journal of Sports Management and Business Analytics (2024) 52, 57-62

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Mastering the Game: Unraveling the Link Between 
Business Master's Degrees and Carolina Panthers' 
Season Wins

Christopher Harris, Amelia Tate, Gavin P Tyler

Institute of Global Studies; Austin, Texas

KEYWORDS

business Master's degrees, Carolina Panthers, NFL, season wins, correlation coefficient, 
National Center for Education Statistics, Pro-Football-Reference.com, academic sports analysis

Abstract

In this study, we delve into the intriguing connection between the number of Master's degrees awarded in 
business and the seasonal performance of the Carolina Panthers in the NFL. We draw data from the 
National Center for Education Statistics to track the annual count of business Master's degrees conferred,
and complement this with season win records for the Carolina Panthers sourced from Pro-Football-
Reference.com. Our analysis uncovers a rather surprising correlation coefficient of -0.7211661, significant
at p < 0.05, for the years 2012 to 2021. The findings suggest that as the number of business Master's 
degrees awarded increases, the Carolina Panthers' seasonal wins tend to decrease. This peculiar 
negative relationship prompts further investigation into the potential underlying mechanisms. Could it be 
that fervent business students inadvertently distract the Panthers with their enthusiasm for ROI (Return 
on Interception)? Or perhaps the rise in Master's degrees in business leads to heightened financial 
acumen but diminished "quarterbacking" abilities on the field? These questions warrant deeper 
exploration. Our study sheds light on a unique intersection of academia and sports and encourages a 
lighthearted consideration of the peculiar dynamics at play. As we continue to unpick this unexpected 
correlation, one cannot help but wonder if Carolina Panthers fans should start chanting "MBA, MBA, 
MBA!" for victory, or if perhaps an excess of finance knowledge truly has the potential to fumble the 
team's fortunes.
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When  it  comes  to  the  world  of  sports,
unexpected  correlations  and  surprising
connections are always at play. Just like a
good play-action pass,  we can sometimes
find  ourselves  blindsided  by  the  peculiar
relationships  between  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena. In this study, we embark on a
journey to unravel the curious link between
the number of Master's degrees awarded in
business  and  the  performance  of  the
Carolina Panthers in the NFL. It's like trying
to  decode a  perfectly  executed  flea-flicker
play - full of twists and turns!

Amidst  the excitement  of  touchdowns and
field goals, we couldn't  help but notice the
eyebrow-raising  negative  relationship
between  the  annual  count  of  business
Master's  degrees  conferred  and  the
seasonal  win  records  of  the  Carolina
Panthers.  It's  almost  as  surprising  as  a
perfectly  timed onside kick!  As  we delved
into the data, we were reminded of a classic
dad  joke:  Why  don't  mathematicians  ever
play  football?  Because  they  always  try  to
divide  the  field  and  strive  for  the  perfect
symmetry!

Drawing  from  the  National  Center  for
Education  Statistics  and  Pro-Football-
Reference.com, we meticulously  examined
the  numbers  and  uncovered  a  striking
correlation  coefficient  of  -0.7211661,
significant at p < 0.05, for the years 2012 to
2021.  It's  as  if  the  spirit  of  statistical
significance  decided  to  don  a  Panthers
jersey and join the mix!

The enigmatic negative relationship prompts
a  cascade  of  questions  that  are  as
perplexing as a Hail Mary pass - do the lofty
ambitions  of  aspiring  business  leaders
somehow  detract  from  the  Panthers'
prowess on the field? Or does the influx of
business  acumen  lead  to  a  strategic
miscalculation  when  it's  fourth  down  and
inches? These inquiries beckon us to enter
the realm of humor and bemusement, akin
to  a  perfectly  executed  end-zone
celebration dance.

As we embark on this academic journey, we
find ourselves navigating the riveting terrain
where  business  education  and  gridiron
battles  meet.  We  strive  to  bring  forth
insights  that  not  only  shed  light  on  this
surprising  relationship  but  also  sprinkle  a
hint of mirth and whimsy into the world of
statistical  analysis.  Just  like  a  well-timed
joke  during  a  tense  game,  our  findings
promise to add an element of surprise and
delight to the academic playing field.

2. Literature Review

     In  "Smith  et  al.,"  the  authors  find  a
positive correlation between the number of
Master's degrees awarded in business and
the  Carolina  Panthers'  seasonal  wins.
However,  in  contrast  to  this  finding,  "Doe"
reports  a null  relationship,  suggesting that
business  education  has  no  discernible
impact on the performance of the Carolina
Panthers.  "Jones"  diverges  from  these
conclusions,  proposing  a  negative
association  between  the  two  variables,
which  aligns  with  the  surprising  results  of
our  current  study.  It  appears  that  the  link
between academic achievement in business
and athletic success is as unpredictable as
a botched field goal in the wind.

     Entering the realm of non-fiction books,
"Freakonomics"  by  Steven  Levitt  and
Stephen  Dubner  offers  insights  into  the
often  unexpected  ways  in  which  different
aspects  of  life  intersect,  much  like  our
investigation into the marriage of academic
accolades and athletic triumphs. In a similar
vein,  Malcolm  Gladwell's  "Outliers"  delves
into the underlying factors that contribute to
extraordinary  success,  posing  intriguing
connections  between  outliers  in  education
and  outliers  on  the  football  field.  These
intellectual  musings  pave  the  way  for  our
own exploration of the intriguing relationship
between  business  education  and  gridiron
victories.
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     Taking a somewhat more fictional turn,
"Moneyball"  by  Michael  Lewis  presents  a
captivating narrative of how unconventional
statistical  analysis revolutionized the game
of baseball.  While our study focuses on a
different  sport  and  a  rather  unexpected
correlation,  this  tale  of  unconventional
wisdom and statistical insight resonates with
the  underlying  spirit  of  our  investigation.
Furthermore, the whimsical "Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory" by Roald Dahl offers a
fantastical  perspective  on  the  pursuit  of
success and the unexpected paths it  may
lead one down. Similarly, our uncovering of
the  inverse  relationship  between  business
Master's  degrees  and  the  Carolina
Panthers'  wins  invites  a  blend  of
amusement  and  curiosity,  much  like  the
fantastical  journey  through  Willy  Wonka's
chocolate factory.

     In  our  quest  for  a  comprehensive
understanding  of  the  peculiar  association
between  business  education  and  NFL
performance,  we  broaden  our  horizons  to
include  data  from  cartoons  and  children's
shows  that  we  watched  for  research
purposes,  of  course.  The  diligent
examination of these pop culture references
brings us closer to unraveling the perplexing
dynamics  at  play.  As  we navigate through
the  colorful  world  of  "SpongeBob
SquarePants"  and  the  strategic  battles  in
"Pokémon,"  we  draw  parallels  to  the
enthralling  strategy  and  unexpected
alliances  that  may  influence  the  game  of
football. Just like a well-timed "Who lives in
a pineapple under the sea? Absorbent and
yellow and porous is he!" our findings aim to
inject a dose of levity and surprise into the
academic  discourse  while  unraveling  the
mystifying  connection  between  business
Master's  degrees  and  the  Carolina
Panthers' seasonal wins.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  perplexing  connection
between  the  number  of  Master's  degrees
awarded  in  business  and  the  seasonal
performance of  the Carolina Panthers,  we
employed  a  methodological  approach  that
was as precise as a referee's whistle and as
thorough  as  an  in-depth  review  of  game
tape.

Firstly, we meticulously gathered data from
the National Center for Education Statistics
and  Pro-Football-Reference.com,  perusing
through  their  virtual  halls  like  determined
seekers of hidden treasures. Our research
team  scoured  the  virtual  corridors  of  the
internet, navigating through the tumultuous
waves of data with the kind of unwavering
dedication one might expect from a die-hard
fan tracking their team's wins and losses. It
was  almost  as  if  we  were on a  quest  for
statistical enlightenment, with the tantalizing
promise of uncovering a correlation that was
as unexpected as an onside kick in the first
quarter.

After all the data was huddled together, we
engaged in a rigorous process of statistical
analysis,  employing  the  tried  and  tested
methods  of  correlation  analysis  and
regression  modeling.  We  examined  the
number  of  business  Master's  degrees
awarded  annually  and  juxtaposed  these
figures with the Carolina Panthers' seasonal
win  records,  like  a  pair  of  dance partners
executing a perfectly synchronized routine.
It  was  a  delightful  waltz  of  numerical
harmonization, where the elegant sways of
business  education  and  the  coordinated
footwork of football finesse came together in
a mesmerizing display.

Furthermore,  we  accounted  for  potential
confounding  variables  such  as  player
injuries,  coaching  changes,  and  even  the
whims  of  Lady  Luck  that  can  sway  the
outcomes of sports events. It was as if we
were  donning  our  own  metaphorical
shoulder pads and helmets, ready to tackle
any lurking sources of bias or ambiguity with
a level of strategic readiness comparable to
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a quarterback scanning the field for an open
receiver.

Lastly, we navigated the turbulent waters of
statistical significance testing, ensuring that
our  findings  were  as  solid  as  a  well-
anchored offensive line, and presented our
results with utmost  precision and clarity.  It
was  a  bit  like  executing  a  perfectly  timed
play - making sure that every pass, run, and
statistical inference was carried out with the
finesse  and  sharpness  of  a  seasoned
offensive  coordinator  devising  the  game-
winning strategy.

In the end, our methodology not only served
as  a  compass  guiding  us  through  the
uncharted terrain of unexpected correlations
but  also  underscored  the  sheer  joy  of
unraveling the whimsical mysteries that lie
at the intersection of academia and sports.
It was akin to a perfectly executed trick play,
weaving together the thrill of discovery with
the lighthearted spirit of statistical inquiry.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  relationship
between  the  number  of  Master's  degrees
awarded  in  business  and  the  Carolina
Panthers'  seasonal  wins  revealed  a
remarkably strong negative correlation. The
correlation coefficient was calculated to be -
0.7211661,  indicating a substantial  inverse
relationship  between  these  two  variables.
It's almost as if the Panthers and business
degrees  do  a  perfect  pass  interference,
keeping each other at arm's length!

The  r-squared  value  of  0.5200806  further
indicates  that  approximately  52%  of  the
variability in the Panthers' season wins can
be explained by the variation in the number
of  business  Master's  degrees  awarded.  It
appears  that  this  unexpected  statistical
dance  resembles  a  captivating  two-minute
drill,  with  each  variable  jockeying  for
dominance!

The p-value of less than 0.05 emphasizes
the significance of this negative correlation,
demonstrating  that  the  relationship  is
unlikely to have occurred by mere chance.
It's  as  if  the  outcome  of  this  statistical
showdown  was  predetermined  by  the
football gods themselves!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  Figure  1,  the  scatterplot  visually
encapsulates  the  compelling  negative
relationship  between  business  Master's
degrees  and  Carolina  Panthers'  seasonal
wins. The points elegantly weave a tale of a
peculiar tug-of-war between academia and
athleticism,  almost  like  a riveting  game of
"capture  the  flag,"  only  with  data  points
instead of flags!

It is evident that this unexpected correlation
raises  thought-provoking  questions,  much
like a clever touchdown play. One can't help
but  wonder  if  perhaps  the  key  to  the
Panthers'  success lies  not  in  touchdowns,
but  in  spreadsheets  and  profit  margins.
Maybe  it's  time  for  Panthers  fans  to  start
tailgating  at  MBA graduation  ceremonies!
These  findings  infuse  a  delightful  dose  of
humor  into  the  often-serious  realm  of
statistical  analysis,  akin  to  intercepting  a
serious discussion with a well-timed pun.

In  summary,  the  results  of  this  study
uncover  an  intriguing  and  unexpected
negative  relationship  between  the  number
of business Master's degrees awarded and
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the  Carolina  Panthers'  seasonal  wins,
prompting  further  inquiry  into  the  complex
interplay  between  academia  and  athletic
performance.  This  statistical  symphony  of
academia and athleticism is a reminder that
in the world of research, as in football, the
most captivating moments often come from
the unlikeliest of plays!

5. Discussion

Our  investigation  into  the  perplexing
association between the number of Master's
degrees  awarded  in  business  and  the
Carolina  Panthers'  seasonal  wins  has
yielded noteworthy findings. The remarkably
strong  negative  correlation  we  uncovered
aligns with the surprising work of  "Jones,"
who  similarly  proposed  a  negative
association  between  the  two  variables.  It
seems  that  the  Panthers  and  business
degrees  indeed  engage  in  a  captivating
dance,  akin  to  a  perfectly  executed  flea-
flicker play on the football field.

Additionally, our results are consistent with
the findings of "Smith et al.," who reported a
positive  correlation  between  business
Master's  degrees  and  the  Panthers'
seasonal wins. It appears that much like the
thrilling ups and downs of a football game,
the  relationship  between  academic
achievement  and  athletic  success  is  as
unpredictable as a fumbled snap in the red
zone. Our study reinforces the idea that in
the realm of  statistics,  just  like in  football,
there's  always  room  for  unexpected  plot
twists.

The  presence  of  a  substantial  inverse
relationship,  as  indicated  by  the  strong
negative correlation coefficient, underscores
the unexpected dynamics at play. It's almost
as if the Panthers and business degrees are
engaged  in  a  comedic  game  of  "three-
legged race," each trying to outdo the other
in a whimsical and surprising showdown.

Moreover,  the  significant  p-value  further
emphasizes the validity of this unexpected
correlation.  It's  as  if  the  outcomes  of  our
statistical  analysis  were  scripted  by  the
football  gods  themselves,  adding  an
element of charming unpredictability to the
typically serious world of statistical  inquiry.
It's like discovering that the key to a winning
touchdown might lie not in athletic prowess
but in the prowess of business acumen, a
true blend of brains and brawn!

While our findings may seem lighthearted,
they  prompt  genuine  contemplation  about
the  underlying  mechanisms  driving  this
peculiar association. Could it be that the rise
in  business  Master's  degrees  affects  the
team dynamics  or  leadership  on the field,
akin  to  an  unpredictable  blitz  from  the
defense? The unexpected statistical dance
we have  unraveled  offers  a  reminder  that
beneath the layers of numbers and data lies
a compelling narrative of unlikely allies and
unforeseen game-changers.

In conclusion, our study not only contributes
to  the  field  of  sports  statistics  but  also
injects  a  welcome  dose  of  humor  and
unexpected  delight  into  the  academic
discourse, much like a well-timed dad joke
at  a  family  gathering.  Our  results  beckon
further  exploration  into  the  unpredictable
connection  between  academia  and
athletics, enriching the academic landscape
with a dash of whimsy and mirth.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  unearths  a
remarkable  negative  correlation  between
the  number  of  business  Master's  degrees
awarded and the seasonal performance of
the  Carolina  Panthers,  akin  to  a  well-
executed  power  sweep  play  with  an
unexpected  twist.  The  statistical  tango
between  academia  and  athleticism
highlights  the  beguiling  interplay  of
seemingly  disparate domains,  much like a
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perfectly  timed  lateral  pass  that  leaves
spectators in awe.

As we navigate the intriguing terrain of this
unexpected  relationship,  it  becomes  clear
that  perhaps  the  Panthers  need  not  only
touchdowns  but  also  a  touch  of  business
acumen to secure victory. Could it  be that
the team could benefit from a "Master's of
Business  Administration"  play  in  their
tactical  playbook? It  seems that  while  the
Panthers excel at tackles, it's the business
graduates who excel at "balance sheets"!

The findings of our research not only add a
whimsical touch to the oft-serious world of
statistical analysis but also prompt delightful
musings on the potential synergies between
sports  and  business  education.  Just  as  a
well-timed  quarterback  pass  can  turn  the
tide  of  a  game,  our  results  invite  a  light-
hearted  reflection  on  the  unexpected
dynamics at play. But remember, don't draft
a tight end with a fiscal tight end!

In  summary,  this  study  provides  a
lighthearted  yet  thought-provoking  glimpse
into the interwoven realms of academia and
athletic prowess. In the spirit of a good dad
joke, we assert  that no further research is
needed in this area, as our findings serve as
a  touchdown  in  unraveling  the  fascinating
link  between  business  Master's  degrees
and the Carolina Panthers' season wins.
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