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Abstract

In this paper, we delve into the curious correlation between the number of court and municipal clerks in 
the state of Arizona and the seasonal wins of the NFL's Arizona Cardinals. Our research team, donning 
lab coats and football jerseys, utilized data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Pro-Football-
Reference.com to unravel this quirky conundrum. Despite the serious nature of the data sources, our 
findings yielded unexpected comedic twists and turns. Through rigorous statistical analysis, we uncovered
a correlation coefficient of 0.6292596 along with a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years spanning from 
2003 to 2022. Our results not only left us scratching our heads in disbelief but also pondering what sort of 
game of pigskin and paperwork magic may be afoot in the Grand Canyon State. The juxtaposition of court
clerks and football wins may seem like an odd coupling, but the numbers don't lie – they just love to throw
us a curveball. This paper aims to inject a lighthearted and whimsical perspective into the realm of 
academic research, proving that even the most unexpected pairings can lead to fascinating discoveries. 
So grab your clipboard and a foam finger, because we're about to embark on a research journey that can 
only be described as a touchdown in the world of statistical absurdity.
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1. Introduction

In  the curious world of  statistical  analysis,
where  logic  and  reason  reign  supreme,
there are moments when the data decides
to pull a prank on researchers. It's precisely
in  these  moments  that  we  find  ourselves
scratching our heads in disbelief, wondering
if the numbers have a sense of humor. Our

study  seeks  to  shed  light  on  such  an
improbable pairing - the correlation between
the number of court and municipal clerks in
the  state  of  Arizona  and  the  seasonal
victories of the NFL's Arizona Cardinals.

Take a moment  to  envision this  whimsical
scenario:  a  mild-mannered  court  clerk
furiously  typing  away  at  legal  documents,
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perhaps  juggling  a  stapler  for  good
measure, and miles away, athletes clad in
Cardinal red and white, engaging in a heart-
stopping  game  of  pigskin  prowess.  Two
seemingly  incongruous  worlds  collide,
compelling our team to delve into the data
with  an  earnestness  usually  reserved  for
more conventional research subjects.

As  we  donned  our  lab  coats  and  playoff
jerseys,  we  embarked  on  a  statistical
odyssey, employing data from the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics  and  Pro-Football-
Reference.com  to  unravel  this  quirky
conundrum. The journey, though filled with
the seriousness of number-crunching, soon
introduced unexpected comedic twists that
left us gasping for air amidst our laughter.

With  an  arched  eyebrow and  a  raised  p-
value,  we  uncovered  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.6292596,  along  with  a  p-
value  that  giggled  gleefully  at  being  less
than 0.01 for the years spanning from 2003
to 2022. Such revelations did more than just
raise  eyebrows  –  they  nearly  caused  a
collective  snort  of  disbelief  across  the
research  team.  The  juxtaposition  of  ink-
stained court clerks with touchdown-scoring
behemoths  may  have  seemed  like  a
statistical misdirect, but our findings remind
us that the realm of numbers has a knack
for defying expectations.

Our aim is not merely to present dry data,
but to infuse our academic pursuits with a
lighthearted perspective,  proving that even
the oddest pairings can lead to captivating
discoveries.  So  join  us  on  this
unconventional voyage, where the study of
court clerks and football wins intersects in a
manner  that  can  only  be  described  as  a
touchdown  in  the  world  of  statistical
absurdity.  Brace yourselves,  dear  readers,
because  we're  about  to  unravel  a
correlation that may just be more surprising
than a fleet-footed touchdown dive!

2. Literature Review

In  "Smith  et  al."  the  authors  find  a
correlation  between  court  and  municipal
clerks  and  various  societal  indicators,  but
alas,  the  Arizona  Cardinals  were  not
included in this serious analysis. This grave
omission  prompted  our  team  to  probe
deeper  into  the  literature,  and  what  we
found left us both baffled and bemused.

As we delved further into the world of clerks
and  cardinals,  we  stumbled  upon  "Doe's"
comprehensive study on labor statistics and
their  impact  on  local  economies.  While
Doe's  work  elucidated  the  significance  of
clerical staff in municipal operations, the link
to football victories remained as elusive as a
quarterback  evading  a  sack.  Unperturbed,
our intrepid researchers searched for more
literature, determined to uncover the hidden
thread  weaving  through  courtrooms  and
gridirons.

Turning  to  non-fiction  works,  we
encountered "The League" by David Harris,
which chronicles the inner workings of the
NFL. While this tome provided an in-depth
look at the league's operations,  it  failed to
touch  upon  the  clerical  undercurrents  that
we sought  to  unravel.  Not  to be deterred,
we consulted "Gridiron Genius" by Michael
Lombardi, hoping to glean insights from the
world  of  football  strategy.  Alas,  despite
Lombardi's  expertise,  the  correlation
between clerks and Cardinals remained as
enigmatic as a Hail Mary pass.

In  a last-ditch  effort,  we ventured into  the
realm of fiction,  where we unearthed "The
Firm"  by  John  Grisham.  While  this  legal
thriller had us on the edge of our seats, it
offered  no  clues  to  the  peculiar  alliance
between  clerks  and  Cardinals.  Our  foray
into  literary  pursuits  took  an  unexpected
turn when we stumbled upon "Tales of the
Gridiron  Gurus"  by  Percy  Touchdown,  a
whimsical  collection  of  football  fables.
Despite its entertaining nature, Touchdown's
tales  failed  to  shed  light  on  our  research
inquiry.
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At this juncture,  feeling as perplexed as a
referee at a mime convention, we resorted
to  unorthodox  methods.  With  a  touch  of
absurdity, we conducted a literature review
by  perusing  CVS  receipts,  hoping  for  a
serendipitous  revelation.  Alas,  the  only
correlation  we  found  was  between  high-
gloss dental floss and impulse purchases of
snack foods.

Undeterred by the laughter bubbling up from
our  research  team,  we  recognize  the
significance of this seemingly preposterous
pursuit.  Our quest  to untangle the curious
connection  between  clerks  and  Cardinals
embodies the spirit of academic exploration,
demonstrating  the boundless  curiosity  that
propels  us  to  uncover  unexpected
connections, even amidst the laughter and
merriment that ensue.

3. Our approach & methods

Given  the  unfathomable  nature  of  our
research topic, our methodology required a
perfect  blend  of  statistical  rigor  and
whimsical  creativity.  We  undertook  a
multifaceted  approach  to  ensure  the
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  correlation
between the number of court and municipal
clerks in Arizona and the seasonal wins of
the Arizona Cardinals. Our intrepid research
team, armed with spreadsheets and football
pennants,  embarked  on  an  odyssey  that
would  make  even  Odysseus  raise  an
eyebrow in puzzlement.

First and foremost, we scoured the Bureau
of Labor Statistics for the precise number of
court  and municipal clerks in Arizona from
2003 to 2022.  Armed with calculators and
an abundance of caffeinated beverages, we
diligently  collated  this  data,  imagining  the
click-clack  of  courthouse  keyboards
merging  with  the  thundering  roar  of  the
crowds at Cardinals games. 

In  tandem  with  our  unconventional  desk
jockey–athlete  odyssey,  we  dived  into  the

depths  of  Pro-Football-Reference.com,
harnessing  the  power  of  football  statistics
and  player  profiles.  Our  trusty  Excel
spreadsheets became an eclectic mosaic of
touchdowns and typewriters,  capturing  the
essence  of  this  improbable  coupling  with
gusto.

The  merging  of  these  disparate  datasets,
much like  the merging of  two worlds  in  a
Hollywood sci-fi  blockbuster,  allowed us to
carry  out  a  robust  statistical  analysis.
Utilizing complex regression models and t-
tests that were as unpredictable as a Hail
Mary  pass,  we  sought  to  elucidate  the
enigma of clerks and Cardinals.

Of course, no statistical endeavor would be
complete without the obligatory dance with
R,  Python,  and  a  dash  of  SPSS.  These
tools,  more mystical than Merlin's wand to
the uninitiated, enabled us to conjure scatter
plots  and  correlation  matrices  that  rivalled
the most intricate of tapestries.

Our  methodology,  shaped  by  an  almost
literary sense of adventure, sought to infuse
the often-serious realm of statistical analysis
with  a  touch  of  whimsy  and  wonder.  Our
data  visualization  techniques  conjured
images of court clerks throwing touchdown
passes, and through it all, we emerged with
findings that can only be described as more
unpredictable  than  a  flea-flicker  play  in
overtime.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  relationship
between the number of court and municipal
clerks in Arizona and the seasonal wins of
the Arizona Cardinals  revealed some truly
fascinating,  and  undeniably  entertaining,
findings.  Our  research  team  couldn't  help
but  chuckle  at  the  unexpected  correlation
that unfolded before our eyes.

With a correlation coefficient of 0.6292596,
an r-squared value of 0.3959676, and a p-
value  of  less  than  0.01,  the  data  left  us

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



shaking  our  heads  in  disbelief  as  we
uncovered a surprisingly strong association
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  This  correlation  not  only  raised
eyebrows  but  also  raised  the  question  of
what sort of shenanigans were at play in the
Grand Canyon State.

Our team is pleased to present the Fig. 1
scatterplot,  showcasing  the  remarkable
correlation between the number of court and
municipal  clerks  in  Arizona  and  the
seasonal victories of the Arizona Cardinals.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  the  realm of  statistical  absurdity,  where
the  most  improbable  pairings  can  lead  to
captivating discoveries, our study stands as
a testament to the delightful unpredictability
of  the  research  world.  Who  would  have
thought that the worlds of legal paperwork
and football glory would intersect in such a
statistically  significant  manner?  It  seems
that  behind  every  unlikely  correlation,
there's a touch of statistical  humor waiting
to be uncovered.

In  unraveling  this  peculiar  connection,  our
aim is to inject a lighthearted and whimsical
perspective  into  the  academic  arena,
demonstrating  that  even  the  most
unconventional research pursuits can yield
remarkable  insights.  As  we  wrap  up  this
study, we can't help but smile at the sheer
delightful absurdity found within the world of
statistical  analysis.  Cheers  to  the

unexpected and the inexplicable - it seems
statistical research is anything but a bore!

5. Discussion

In the spirit of statistical enlightenment and
academic whimsy, it is with great glee that
we delve into the discussion of our findings
–  a  study  that  defies  convention  and
embraces  the  unexpected  merriment  of
statistical correlations. Our journey into the
peculiar  pairing  of  court  and  municipal
clerks in Arizona and the seasonal wins of
the Arizona Cardinals has left us astounded,
bemused, and thoroughly entertained.

The lighthearted exploration of correlations
has long been a staple of academic inquiry,
and our study stands as a testament to the
fact  that  statistical  analysis  need  not  be
devoid of charm and humor. As we harken
back  to  our  literature  review,  we  take  a
moment  to  reflect  on  the  unexpected
revelations  and  the  serious  pursuit  of
comical  connections.  Indeed,  the  literature
led us on a merry chase, full of perplexing
puns and whimsical wordplay. The absence
of  serious  analyses  on  such  an  intricate
matter left us no choice but to venture into
the  uncharted  territory  of  "The  Firm"  by
John  Grisham  and  "Tales  of  the  Gridiron
Gurus" by Percy Touchdown.  Little  did we
know  that  these  seemingly  bizarre  forays
would  eventually  guide  us  toward  our
delightfully improbable findings.

Our  statistical  analysis  not  only  supported
the  prior  research  on  the  significance  of
court  and  municipal  clerks  in  various
societal indicators but also added a touch of
statistical  levity.  With  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.6292596  and  a  p-value  of
less than 0.01, our results elegantly dovetail
with the serious pursuits that came before. It
seems  that  our  statistically  significant
findings  have  danced  their  way  into  the
realm of  delightful  unpredictability,  proving
that  behind  every  earnest  pursuit  lies  an
element of statistical humor.
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In  considering  the  implications  of  our
findings, we are reminded that the academic
world is as much a theater of amusement as
it  is  a  platform  for  solemn  inquiry.  Our
research  into  the  fantastical  connection
between clerks and Cardinals serves as a
charming  reminder  that  even  the  most
whimsical of research endeavors can yield
captivating  insights.  It  appears  that
statistical research, far from being a dry and
somber endeavor, holds within its bosom a
deep  well  of  statistical  witticisms  and
delightful  absurdity.  As  we  continue  to
unravel  the  mysteries  of  statistical
correlations,  we  raise  a  toast  to  the
unexpected – for in the world of statistical
analysis,  there's  always  a  touch  of  mirth
waiting  to  be  discovered.  Cheers  to  the
inexplicable,  the  whimsical,  and  the
downright delightful!

And  now,  as  we  conclude  our  whimsical
expedition  into  the  realms  of  clerks  and
Cardinals, we turn our attention to the next
improbable  pairing  awaiting  our  statistical
scrutiny.  After  all,  the  world  of  statistical
research  is  a  playground  of  delightful
absurdity,  where  even  the  most  unlikely
connections hold the promise of bewitching
amusement and intellectual enlightenment.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion,  the connection between the
number  of  court  and  municipal  clerks  in
Arizona  and  the  seasonal  wins  of  the
Arizona  Cardinals  has  left  us  not  only
scratching  our  heads  in  disbelief  but  also
reveling  in  the  comedy  of  statistical
absurdity. We must admit, our findings have
thrown  quite  the  curveball,  making  us
ponder  the playful  shenanigans  at  play  in
the  Grand  Canyon  State.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.6292596 and the gleeful p-
value  of  less  than  0.01  have  brought
unexpected  amusement  to  our  otherwise
serious exploration.

Upon reflection, it appears that the realm of
statistical  analysis  is  not  without  its  own
brand of whimsical irony. Who would have
thought that the worlds of legal paperwork
and football glory would intertwine with such
statistical exuberance? It seems that behind
every quirky correlation, there's a touch of
statistical  humor  just  waiting  to  be
uncovered. Our Fig. 1 scatterplot stands as
a  delightful  testament  to  the  delightful
unpredictability of the research world.

As  we  close  the  playbook  on  this
unanticipated  journey,  we  are  inclined  to
issue a cheerful  salute to the confounding
and  the  inexplicable  -  it  appears  that
statistical research is far from the mundane
task it  is often made out to be. Therefore,
we assert that further research in this area
is unnecessary, as we have likely reached
the  peak  of  statistical  hilarity.  And
remember, dear readers, in the grand game
of statistics, peculiar connections can often
yield entertaining and unforeseen insights.
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