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Abstract

This paper explores the fiery relationship between the popularity of the first name "Jesse" and incidents of
arson in the state of Nevada. Leveraging data from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services, we sought to answer the burning question: does the frequency of
the name "Jesse" spark an increase in intentional fires? Our analysis, covering the period from 1985 to
2022, revealed a scorching correlation coefficient of 0.9655200 and a scintillating p-value of less than
0.01. The findings suggest a sizzling connection between the name "Jesse" and the incidence of arson in
Nevada, igniting a discussion that sheds light on the quirky associations between names and criminal
behavior. We hope this research sparks further investigation and ignites interest in the curious world of
nominative determinism and its potentially inflammatory consequences.
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1. Introduction

When one thinks of the name "Jesse,"
images of cowboys, rebels, and perhaps
even quirky, guitar-strumming kids from the
early 2000s might come to mind. However,
beyond the -cultural associations of the
name lies a more incendiary connection--
one that we aim to explore in this paper. Our
investigation delves into the fascinating
correlation between the popularity of the

first name "Jesse" and incidents of arson in
the scorching state of Nevada.

As any curious researcher would, we
embarked on this study with a burning
desire to understand the potential influence
of a name on criminal behavior. The
delightful irony of investigating a fiery
subject like arson and its connection to
personal nomenclature is not lost on us.
With a twinkle in our eyes and a fire in our
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bellies, we set out to uncover whether the
frequency of the name "Jesse" ignites an
increase in intentional fires.

Leveraging data from the US Social
Security Administration and the FBI Criminal
Justice Information Services, we embarked
on a journey that was bound to set our
statistical senses ablaze. Our analysis
covered a span from 1985 to 2022,
encompassing a time period long enough to
spark robust insights into the relationship
between name popularity and arson
incidents.  The  scalding correlation
coefficient of 0.9655200 and a scintillating
p-value of less than 0.01 revealed a
dazzling connection between the name
"Jesse" and the incidence of arson in
Nevada.

This peculiar and unexpected finding stoked
our academic curiosity, igniting a flame of
inquiry that we simply couldn't smother. It
has not only illuminated the quirky
associations between names and criminal
behavior but also kindled a discussion on
the often-overlooked influence of nominative
determinism in our society.

Together, the findings of this research form
a smoking gun (pun intended!) that
suggests that there may indeed be a
sizzling connection between the name
"Jesse" and the propensity for arson in the
Silver State. We hope that this research will
not only spark further investigation but also
ignite interest in the whimsical world of
nominative determinism and its potentially
inflammatory consequences. After all, in the
world of statistical research, sometimes it
takes an unexpected spark to set the field
ablaze with new perspectives.

2. Literature Review

The correlation between a person's name
and their behavior has long been a subject
of interest and amusement in various fields.
In their groundbreaking work, Smith and

Doe (2005) examined the influence of
names on individual career paths, while
Jones (2010) explored the connection
between names and political affiliation.
However, the scorching connection between
the popularity of the name "Jesse" and
incidents of arson in Nevada has remained
uncharted territory until now.

In "The Name Effect," Osborne (2012)
delves into the potential impact of names on
social interactions and personal
development, providing a thought-provoking
framework for understanding the influence
of nomenclature on behavior. However, the
book fails to mention anything about the
potential combustible consequences of
certain names, such as "Jesse,"” on criminal
tendencies in  specific  geographical
locations, such as Nevada.

Moving beyond non-fiction literature, the
world of fiction has also offered intriguing
insights into the power of names. J.K.
Rowling's "Harry Potter" series, for example,
features characters with names that are
closely linked to their personalities and
destinies. While the connection between the
name "Jesse" and arson in Nevada may not
involve magical incantations or wand-
waving, the whimsical world of nominative
determinism extends even into the realm of
statistical research, kindling a fire of
curiosity in the most unexpected places.

Board games, too, offer us a playful
perspective on the influence of names. In
the game "Monopoly,"” for instance, the
characters' names are relegated to the
sidelines, serving as mere labels for the
game pieces. However, if we were to
reimagine the game with the name "Jesse"
as a playable character, could we expect a
higher likelihood of landing on "Jail"
spaces? The answer remains uncertain, but
the playful speculation certainly ignites a
flame of amusement in our minds.

As we embark on this fiery journey of inquiry
into the connection between the name
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"Jesse" and arson in Nevada, we not only
seek to contribute to the scholarly discourse
on nominative determinism but also hope to
ignite a spark of humor and curiosity in our
readers. After all, in the world of academic
research, sometimes it takes a playful twist
to set the field ablaze with new
perspectives.

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the flickering connection
between the popularity of the first name
"Jesse" and incidents of arson in Nevada,
our research team undertook a scorching
journey through a methodological
framework designed to spark insights and
ignite scholarly discourse. We harnessed
the power of data from the US Social
Security Administration and the FBI Criminal
Justice Information Services, embracing the
sizzle of information spanning from 1985 to
2022.

Our first step in this fiery pursuit involved
gathering a comprehensive dataset of
occurrences of the name "Jesse" in
Nevada, straining our computational
capacities to sift through the firestorm of
information available from the US Social
Security Administration. Applying rigorous
filters and analytic tools, we meticulously
captured the frequencies of "Jesse" across
different regions of the state, unearthing
insights that would set our statistical senses
alight.

Simultaneously, we turned to the formidable
resources of the FBI Criminal Justice
Information Services to extract a scalding
account of arson incidents in Nevada. The
process of collecting this incendiary data
encompassed navigating through the
labyrinth of crime statistics, filtering out
unrelated infernos, and isolating the blazes
of interest with methodological precision.

With both datasets in hand, we employed a
blistering array of statistical methods to fan

the flames of analysis. We harnessed the
inferno of correlation analysis to gauge the
intensity of the relationship between the
frequency of the name "Jesse" and
incidents of arson in Nevada. Our team
diligently ensured that the scorching
correlation coefficient was calculated with
precision, leaving no room for statistical
sparks to be extinguished.

Furthermore, we employed a smoldering
regression analysis to capture the potential
predictive power of the name "Jesse" on
arson incidents, unearthing insights that
would set the world of nominative
determinism ablaze with new perspectives.
Our team also wielded the searing power of
time-series analysis to uncover temporal
patterns in the associations, leaving no
ember unturned in  our pursuit of
understanding the dynamics between name
popularity and  criminal fire-starting
tendencies.

In addition to these primary analyses, we
subjected our findings to a blazing battery of
robustness tests, ensuring that the
scorching insights remained unyielding
under the heat of scrutiny. This vigorous
approach fortified our conclusions, proving
that the connection between the name
"Jesse" and arson in Nevada was not a
mere statistical flash in the pan.

Ultimately, our methodology was designed
not only to shed light on the connection
between nomenclature and nefarious acts
but also to ignite interest in the playful and
unexpected interplay between names and
criminal behavior. As with any daring
scientific venture, our methodology was
persistently kindled by the desire to set the
field ablaze with a newfound understanding
of the quirky world of nominative
determinism and its potentially combustible
consequences.

4, Results
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The scorching investigation into the
potential connection between the popularity
of the first name "Jesse" and incidents of
arson in Nevada produced some truly fiery
results. The correlation coefficient of
0.9655200 illuminated a blazingly strong
positive relationship between the frequency
of the name "Jesse" and the occurrence of
intentional fires. This scintillating finding was
further supported by an r-squared value of
0.9322288, signifying that a striking 93.22%
of the variation in arson incidents could be
explained by the variation in the popularity
of the name "Jesse".

Furthermore, the sizzling p-value of less
than 0.01 provided compelling evidence to
reject the null hypothesis, indicating that the
correlation between the name "Jesse" and
arson incidents was not merely a statistical
fluke. In simpler terms, the probability that
this scorching relationship is just due to
random chance is hotter than a thousand
suns (statistically speaking, of course).

The searingly significant results were
strikingly displayed in the scatterplot (Fig.
1), which vividly depicted the positively
sloped trend line representing the
association between the frequency of the
name "Jesse" and the number of arson
incidents.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In summary, our research has set the
statistical world ablaze with a sensational

finding that suggests a compelling
connection between the name "Jesse" and
the propensity for arson in the Silver State.
These findings not only spark a discussion
about the peculiar influences of nominative
determinism but also kindle further interest
in the curious world of quirky statistical
relationships and their potentially incendiary
consequences.

5. Discussion

The scorching correlation between the
popularity of the name "Jesse" and
incidents of arson in Nevada has ignited a
blaze of curiosity in the world of statistical
research. Our findings not only kindle the
flames of interest in the quirky associations
between names and criminal behavior but
also add fuel to the fiery debate on
nominative determinism and its potentially
incendiary consequences.

Our results supported the prior research
that has explored the influence of names on
individual behavior. Just as Smith and Doe
(2005) found links between names and
career paths, and Osborne (2012) delved
into the potential impact of names on social
interactions, our investigation shed light on
the scintillating connection between the
name "Jesse" and the incidence of
deliberate fires in Nevada. This scorching
correlation extends the scholarly discourse
on nominative determinism, becoming a
blazing example of how names may indeed
have an igniting influence on behavior in
specific contexts.

As we delve deeper into the potential
implications of our findings, it becomes
apparent that the relationship between the
name "Jesse" and arson in Nevada is not
just a statistical fluke, but a sizzling
statistical reality. The implications of this
finding add a new dimension to the
whimsical world of nominative determinism,
reigniting the debate on the influence of
names on behavior and sparking curiosity in

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



further investigations into the combustible
consequences of certain names in different
geographical locations.

This study offers a flaming beacon for future
research into the intriguing connections
between names and behavior. Just as J.K.
Rowling's "Harry Potter" series delved into
the power of names in shaping characters'
destinies, our investigation into the
incendiary connection between the name
"Jesse" and arson in Nevada offers a playful
yet compelling twist on the influence of
names on individual actions. In the world of
nominative determinism, sometimes it takes
a serendipitous discovery to set the field
ablaze with new perspectives.

In  conclusion, the blazing correlation
between the frequency of the name "Jesse"
and incidents of arson in Nevada sets the
statistical world on fire, providing a
scorching example of the unexpected twists
and turns that can arise in the realm of
academic research. This sizzling finding not
only sparks a discussion on the
unconventional influences of nominative
determinism but also ignites interest in the
curious world of statistical relationships and
their potentially incendiary consequences.
Further investigations into the name "Jesse"
and its potential influence on behavior in
other contexts may help illuminate the often-
quirky connections between names and
actions and ensure that academic research
continues to blaze new trails in unexpected
directions.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our scorching investigation
into the connection between the popularity
of the first name "Jesse" and incidents of
arson in Nevada has shed light on a truly
fiery relationship. The results have set our
statistical senses ablaze and ignited a flame
of inquiry that we simply couldn't smother.

We have uncovered a blazingly strong
positive relationship between the frequency
of the name "Jesse" and the occurrence of
intentional fires, leaving us feeling as if
we've been hit by a heatwave of
unexpected correlations. The possibility that
a name can spark such heat in criminal
behavior is truly an incendiary revelation!

The fire and passion in these findings are
hotter than a thousand suns (statistically
speaking, of course), and the probability
that this sizzling relationship is just due to
random chance is enough to make even the
most cool-headed statistician sweat.

This scintillating research not only adds fuel
to the fire of the quirky associations
between names and criminal behavior but
also kindles further interest in the whimsical
world of nominative determinism and its
potentially inflammatory consequences. It's
safe to say that this study has set the field
ablaze with new perspectives and left us all
feeling like we've been caught in the middle
of an academic inferno.

In summary, the evidence suggests a
compelling connection between the name
"Jesse" and the propensity for arson in the
Silver State. It's time to extinguish any
doubts and recognize that no further
research is needed in this area. The
findings speak for themselves, leaving us no
choice but to declare this a scorching
success and to resist the urge to add fuel to
the fire by fanning the flames of future
inquiries into this combustible subject.
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