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BURGLARIES IN THE BIG WYOMING

WONDERLAND
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This study delves into the curious correlation between the prevalence of the given name "Benny" and
the frequency of motor vehicle thefts in the state of Wyoming. Drawing from extensive data collected
by the US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, our 
research team sought to unravel the enigmatic connection between the popularity of this moniker 
and the audacious escapades of vehicle thieves. With a correlation coefficient of 0.6549426 and a 
statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 1985 to 2022, our 
findings suggest a tangible association between the two phenomena. While further investigation is 
warranted to discern the underlying factors at play, our study offers a whimsical window into the 
curious confluence of nomenclature and nefarious deeds.

The  relationship  between  names  and
behavior has long intrigued scholars and
laypersons  alike,  prompting  speculation
and inquiry into the curious confluence of
nomenclature  and  human  activities.  In
this study, we endeavor to shed light on
an  obscure  yet  captivating  correlation
between the popularity of the given name
"Benny"  and  the  incidence  of  motor
vehicle thefts in the picturesque state of
Wyoming. One might initially dismiss such
a  connection  as  mere  happenstance  or
whimsical  fancy,  but  our  meticulous
analysis  of  extensive  data  from  the  US
Social  Security  Administration  and  the
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services
has  revealed  a  statistically  significant
association  that  defies  conventional
expectations.

While  pondering  the  implications  of  a
name in relation to criminal conduct may

seem  like  a  frivolous  pursuit,  it  is
imperative  to  acknowledge the  potential
impact  of  nomenclature  on  behavioral
predispositions. As Shakespeare famously
mused, "What's in a name? That which we
call a rose by any other name would smell
as  sweet."  However,  whether  the  name
Benny  carries  an  unwitting  association
with  bungling  bandits  and  brazen
burglaries  remains  a  tantalizing  enigma
that beckons further scrutiny.

Our  investigation  endeavors  to  unravel
this  unconventional  correlation,  which
has raised eyebrows and elicited bemused
skepticism  within  the  academic
community.  The  state  of  Wyoming,  with
its  expansive  landscapes  and  resilient
populace, serves as the backdrop for this
belabored  burlesque  of  bouncing  baby
names and brazen thefts. To our surprise,
the  correlation  coefficient  of  0.6549426
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and  a  statistically  significant  p-value  of
less  than  0.01  have  compelled  us  to
confront  this  peculiar  linkage  with
seriousness,  albeit  with  a  hint  of
bemusement. While we do not purport to
posit  causation,  the  association between
the prevalence of the name "Benny" and
the  audacious  escapades  of  vehicle
thieves beckons onlookers to ponder the
curious  marvels  of  human behavior  and
nomenclature.

As we embark on this whimsical odyssey
into  the  world  of  nomenclature  and
criminology,  we  invite  our  esteemed
colleagues  to  join  us  in  this  earnest
exploration  of  a  mysterious  and  often
overlooked phenomenon.  The findings of
this  study  offer  a  lighthearted  and
captivating  window  into  the  curious
confluence  of  baby  names  and  illicit
activity,  fostering  an  ambience  where
rigorous research intertwines with subtle
amusement. So, with a blend of scholarly
seriousness  and  a  dash  of  levity,  let  us
delve  into  the  delightful  discourse  on
Benny's  birth  name  and  the  bungling
bandits of the big Wyoming wonderland.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith  and  Doe  (2010)  conducted  a
comprehensive study on the relationship
between  first  names  and  criminal
behavior,  delving  into  the  complex
interplay  of  nomenclature  and  illicit
activities  across  different  geographical
regions.  The  authors  found  a  modest
correlation between certain given names
and  misdemeanor  offenses,  prompting
intriguing  questions  about  the  influence
of  nomenclature  on  behavioral
predispositions.  However,  their  work
primarily focused on a broader spectrum
of  criminal  activities  and  did  not
specifically  address  the  correlation  with
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  the  state  of
Wyoming.

Jones  (2015)  examined  the  societal
implications  of  distinctive  given  names
and  their  potential  impact  on  the
individuals  bearing  them.  The  author

highlighted  the  psychological  and
sociological  ramifications  of  having  an
unusual first name, offering insights into
how  individuals  navigate  social
interactions  and  self-perception.  While
the study did not directly explore criminal
tendencies  associated  with  specific
names, it  did shed light on the intricate
relationship  between  nomenclature  and
social  dynamics,  hinting at  the potential
relevance of such factors in the context of
criminal behavior.

Turning  to  the  realm  of  non-fiction
literature,  "Freakonomics"  by  Steven  D.
Levitt  and  Stephen  J.  Dubner  (2005)
presents  a  compelling  exploration  of
unconventional  social  phenomena  and
their underlying economic and behavioral
drivers.  Although not  directly  related to
the correlation between first  names and
criminal  activities,  the book provides an
engaging perspective on the unexpected
connections  that  shape human behavior,
offering  a  whimsical  framework  for
contemplating the enigmatic relationship
between  nomenclature  and  criminal
proclivities.

In a fictitious context, works such as Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle's  "The Adventure of
the Blue Carbuncle" and Agatha Christie's
"The Mystery of the Blue Train" evoke a
sense of intrigue and enigma reminiscent
of  the  curious  correlation  under
investigation.  While  these  literary
masterpieces  are  not  empirical  studies,
their themes of  mystery and unexpected
revelations serve as a whimsical parallel
to the perplexing association between the
name "Benny" and motor vehicle thefts in
Wyoming, inviting readers to ponder the
whimsical interplay between baby names
and criminal escapades.

Adding  a  contemporary  twist,  social
media  posts  such  as  "Benny  and  the
Burglars:  A  Curious  Conspiracy  Theory"
and  "Wyoming  Woes:  The  Benny  Bandit
Chronicles"  surfaced  as  informal
commentaries on the peculiar correlation,
intertwining amusement with speculative
ponderings. While lacking empirical rigor,
these  online  musings  exemplify  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



public's  bemused  fascination  with  the
uncanny connection,  infusing  a touch of
levity  into  the  earnest  pursuit  of
unraveling  the  curious  confluence  of
nomenclature and nefarious deeds.

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection:

Our research team embarked on a daring
digital  expedition  across  the  internet's
murky  depths  to  gather  information  on
the prevalence of the first name "Benny"
and  the  occurrence  of  motor  vehicle
thefts in Wyoming. The US Social Security
Administration provided a smorgasbord of
data  on  baby  names,  while  the  FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
offered  a  treasure  trove  of  crime
statistics.  Armed  with  caffeinated
beverages and an insatiable curiosity, we
scoured  the  data  from  1985  to  2022,
braving  the  labyrinthine  corridors  of
obscure  databases  and  arcane
spreadsheets.

Name Popularity Analysis:

To  quantify  the  proliferation  of  the
moniker  "Benny,"  we  employed
perplexingly  sophisticated  statistical
algorithms  that  would  make  even  the
most erudite statistician raise an eyebrow
in  bemusement.  With  a  concoction  of
regression  analyses  and  trend-line
calculations, we scrutinized the ebbs and
flows  of  this  whimsical  appellation
throughout  the  years.  Leveraging  the
bewitching tools of data visualization, we
summoned bar  graphs  and line  plots  to
depict  the  undulating  popularity  of
"Benny" and its uncanny dance with the
passage of time.

Motor Vehicle Theft Examination:

Unraveling  the  mischievous  exploits  of
motor  vehicle  thieves  in  the  Wild  West
state  of  Wyoming  demanded  a
convergence  of  forensic  prowess  and
deductive  reasoning.  We  meticulously
combed  through  crime  reports,  sifting
through  the  illicit  escapades  of  car

bandits  with  a  sense  of  grim
determination. Our analysis took us down
dusty trails of crime hotspots and into the
shadowy alleys of statistical significance.

Correlational Analysis:

With  the  data  at  our  disposal,  we
ventured  into  the  enchanting  realm  of
correlation coefficient calculations, where
the mystical dance of digits unveils a tale
of  association.  Employing  rigorous
statistical  tools  that  gleamed  with  the
aura  of  scientific  exactitude,  we  probed
the connection between the popularity of
the name "Benny" and the rattling roar of
stolen engines. Amidst the sea of numbers
and  calculations,  we  voyaged  into  the
heart of statistical significance, where p-
values and confidence intervals painted a
picture of unrestrained exploration.

Limitations:

While  our  endeavor  exudes  an  air  of
intrepid exploration, it  is not without its
quirks  and  limitations.  The  curious
correlation we uncovered prompts further
investigation,  as  we revere  the  spirit  of
scientific inquiry and are not content with
resting on the laurels of mere statistical
anarchy.  Furthermore, the idiosyncrasies
of  human  behavior  and  the  caprices  of
nomenclature  underscore  the  intricate
tapestry of our discoveries, beckoning us
to proceed with cautious optimism and a
sprinkle of scholarly mirth.

RESULTS

The data analysis conducted in this study
revealed  a  noteworthy  correlation
between the popularity of the first name
"Benny"  and  the  incidence  of  motor
vehicle  thefts  in  Wyoming.  Our  findings
yielded  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6549426,  indicating  a  moderately
strong positive  relationship between the
prevalence  of  the  given  name  "Benny"
and the frequency of motor vehicle thefts.
The  r-squared  value  of  0.4289499
signifies that approximately 42.9% of the
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variance  in  motor  vehicle  thefts  can  be
explained by the prevalence of the name
"Benny,"  a  striking  result  given  the
seemingly  fortuitous  nature  of  this
association. The statistical significance of
the correlation, with a p-value of less than
0.01,  further  lends  credence  to  the
validity of this unexpected connection.

Figure  1  (not  shown  here)  depicts  a
scatterplot  illustrating  the  robust
correlation between the prevalence of the
name  "Benny"  and  the  occurrence  of
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Wyoming,
underscoring the tangible  nature of  this
eccentric association. While the intricate
nuances  of  human  behavior  and
nomenclature  continue  to  confound  and
beguile  researchers,  our  study  adds  a
layer  of  intrigue  to  the  whimsical
interplay  between  baby  names  and
criminal activities.

Our  results  provoke  reflection  on  the
curious  marvels  of  human behavior  and
nomenclature,  and  while  we  maintain  a
stance of scholarly rigor, we cannot help
but  be  amused  by  the  enigmatic
confluence of  bouncing baby names and
brazen  burglaries  in  the  big  Wyoming
wonderland.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As we proceed to  further  scrutinize  the
underlying  mechanisms  of  this
connection,  our  findings  encourage
academic discourse that blends scholarly
solemnity  with  a  dash  of  levity,  inviting
researchers  to  engage  in  a  delightful
discourse  on  the  bemusing  correlation

between  Benny's  birth  name  and  the
bungling bandits of Wyoming.

DISCUSSION

The interplay between nomenclature and
nefarious  deeds  has  long  captivated the
imagination of researchers, often leading
to  both serious inquiry and lighthearted
speculation.  The  findings  of  the  current
study echo the sentiments  of  Smith and
Doe  (2010),  who  touched  upon  the
correlation  between  given  names  and
criminal  behavior,  albeit  in  a  more
general  context.  Jones  (2015)  further
underscored  the  societal  implications  of
distinctive  given  names,  hinting  at  the
potential relevance of such factors in the
context of criminal behavior. These prior
works, though not directly examining the
correlation  with  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Wyoming,  indeed paved the way for our
curious investigation.

While  "Freakonomics"  may  be  primarily
regarded  as  an  insightful  investigation
into  the  unorthodox  connections  that
shape  societal  behavior  and  economic
paradigms, its whimsical approach serves
as a lighthearted parallel to our curiosity
about  the  unexpected  relationship
between  nomenclature  and  criminal
proclivities.  The  fictitious  adventures  of
Sherlock  Holmes  and  Hercule  Poirot
provide  a  whimsical  resonance  to  our
endeavors,  as  they  demonstrate  the
enduring  fascination  with  enigmatic
correlations,  inviting  readers  to  ponder
the  intriguing  interplay  between  baby
names and criminal escapades.

The statistical significance of our findings
offers  compelling support  for  the notion
that the popularity of the name "Benny" is
indeed associated  with the frequency  of
motor vehicle thefts in  Wyoming.  As we
contemplate  the  peculiar  confluence
between  Benny's  birth  name  and  the
bungling bandits  of  Wyoming,  our study
not only enriches the scholarly discourse
but also injects a touch of whimsy into the
understanding  of  human  behavior  and
nomenclature.  The  earnest  pursuit  of
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unraveling this curious correlation invites
researchers  to  engage  in  a  delightful
discourse,  pondering  the  enigmatic
connection between bouncing baby names
and  brazen  burglaries  in  the  realm  of
Wyoming wonders.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has illuminated a
remarkable  correlation  between  the
frequency of the first name "Benny" and
the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Wyoming.  The  statistically  significant
correlation coefficient of 0.6549426 lends
credence  to  the  tangible  nature  of  this
unexpected  association,  prompting  both
amusement  and  intrigue  within  the
research  community.  While  our  findings
have provided a whimsical insight into the
confluence  of  nomenclature  and  illicit
activity,  it  is  essential  to  approach  this
correlation with scholarly sobriety despite
the  playfulness  inherently  embedded  in
our  research.  As  much  as  we  are
tantalized  by  the  notion  of  Benny's
potentially  unwitting  association  with
bungling  bandits,  we  must  also
acknowledge  the  complex  interplay  of
various societal and psychological factors
that  may  underpin  this  curious
correlation. 

While  the  empirical  evidence  we  have
presented  warrants  consideration  and
further  investigation,  it  is  worth  noting
the potential limitations of our study. The
idiosyncrasies of human behavior and the
intricacies  of  naming  conventions
undoubtedly  introduce  a  delightful
complexity  that  may  elude  our  current
understanding.  Nevertheless,  our
research has opened a playful Pandora's
box  of  possibilities,  inviting  scholars  to
contemplate the curious interweaving of
nomenclature  and  criminology  with  a
sense of scholarly whimsy.

In light of our findings, we propose that
no  further  research  is  needed  in  this
particular area. The results of our study
serve as a lighthearted testament to the
delightful  unpredictability  of  human

nature  and  the  intriguing  interplay  of
names  and  deeds,  culminating  in  a
conclusion  that  is  as  unexpected  as  the
correlation we have explored. Therefore,
we suggest embracing the playful enigma
of Benny's  birth name and the bungling
bandits of Wyoming without succumbing
to the temptation of exhaustive analysis.
After all, sometimes a touch of whimsy is
exactly what academia needs to keep the
scholarly spirit buoyant.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


