
Journal of Global Energy Dynamics (2024) 60, 57-64

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Boiling Point: Exploring the Surprising Link Between 
Boilermakers in California and Kerosene 
Consumption in Sudan

Chloe Hart, Alexander Tanner, Gideon P Todd

Center for Research; Evanston, Illinois

KEYWORDS

boilermakers, California, kerosene consumption, Sudan, correlation, analysis, BLS, EIA, Bureau
of Labor Statistics, Energy Information Administration, occupational trends, energy 
consumption, socio-economic interconnectivity, interdisciplinary exploration, serendipitous 
findings

Abstract

This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the unexpected correlation between the number of 
boilermakers in California and the kerosene consumption in Sudan. Utilizing data from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics and the Energy Information Administration spanning from 2003 to 2021, our research 
team identified a notable correlation coefficient of 0.7823494 and a statistically significant p-value of less 
than 0.01. The findings of this study defy conventional expectations and prompt further inquiry into the 
underlying mechanisms driving this seemingly disparate connection. As we delve into the intricate world 
of occupational trends and energy consumption, we unravel surprising insights that shed light on the 
uncharted territory of global socio-economic interconnectivity. This investigation not only highlights the 
need for interdisciplinary exploration but also underscores the potential for serendipitous findings in 
seemingly unrelated domains.
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1. Introduction

The  pursuit  of  knowledge  often  leads
researchers  down  unexpected  paths,
unveiling connections that defy conventional
wisdom  and  challenge  established

paradigms. In the realm of socio-economic
analysis,  uncovering  correlations  between
seemingly  disparate  variables  can  offer
valuable  insights  into  the complex  web  of
global  interdependencies.  Our  study
ventures into this intriguing terrain, exploring
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the  perplexing  relationship  between  the
number  of  boilermakers  in  California  and
kerosene consumption in Sudan.

At  first  glance,  one  might  be  forgiven  for
assuming that these two variables exist  in
entirely  separate  realms,  with  little  to  no
discernible link between them. After all, the
image  of  industrious  boilermakers  plying
their  trade  in  the  Golden  State  seems
worlds  apart  from  the  quiet  glow  of
kerosene lamps in the homes of Sudanese
families.  However,  as we have discovered
through  meticulous  data  analysis,  reality
often  defies  expectations,  leaving  us  to
ponder the whims of  statistical  fate with a
mixture of awe and bewilderment.

Our  research  team  embarked  on  this
investigation with an open mind, cognizant
of the potential for unexpected discoveries
lurking  beneath  the  surface  of  mundane
statistics.  The  initial  revelation  of  a
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7823494  and  a  p-value  that  gleefully
defied the customary threshold of statistical
significance sent ripples of intrigue through
our scholarly ranks. As we pored over the
data  sourced  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration, the improbable link between
boilermakers  and  kerosene  consumption
emerged  as  an  enigma  begging  to  be
unraveled.

While  the  layperson  may  be  inclined  to
dismiss  this  correlation  as  an  anomalous
blip in the data, we, as diligent researchers,
understand the gravity of such findings. The
implications  stretch far  beyond the narrow
confines  of  industrial  occupations  and
energy  sources,  beckoning  us  to  delve
deeper into the veiled intricacies of  global
socio-economic  dynamics.  As  we  embark
on  this  scholarly  expedition,  we  invite  our
esteemed  colleagues  to  join  us  in
unraveling  the  curious  tapestry  of
occupational  trends  and energy  utilization,
with  a  dash  of  intellectual  curiosity  and
perhaps  a  sprinkle  of  whimsy.  For  in  the

esoteric  world  of  scholarly  inquiry,
serendipity often dances hand-in-hand with
methodical  investigation,  yielding
unforeseen  revelations  that  challenge  our
preconceived notions and kindle the flame
of intellectual curiosity.

2. Literature Review

The  exploration  of  the  unexpected
correlation  between  the  number  of
boilermakers  in  California  and  kerosene
consumption  in  Sudan  has  prompted  a
wide-ranging  survey  of  literature
encompassing diverse fields, from industrial
demographics to energy economics.  While
conventional wisdom may cast doubt on the
plausibility of such a seemingly incongruous
connection,  the  authors  find  a  surprising
array  of  tangentially  related  research  and
scholarly  commentary  that  indirectly
touches upon the interplay between these
two ostensibly unrelated variables.

Smith,  in  "Industrial  Demographics  and
Occupational Trends," captures the essence
of  occupational  dynamics  with  insightful
analyses of labor trends in various regions.
Although  Smith's  work  does  not  overtly
investigate the specific role of boilermakers,
the  broader  context  of  industrial
employment  provides  a  foundational
backdrop  for  understanding  the
occupational  landscape,  much  like  the
striking  backdrop  of  a  kerosene  lamp
illuminating  the  quiet  confines  of  a
Sudanese household.

Doe's  comprehensive  review,  "Energy
Sources  and  Utilization  Patterns  in
Developing  Nations,"  sheds  light  on  the
complex  interweaving  of  sociopolitical
factors  and  energy  consumption.  While
Doe's focus lies primarily on broader energy
sources, the underlying principles resonate
with  the  nuanced  dynamics  of  kerosene
utilization  in  Sudan,  much  like  the  gentle
glow  of  kerosene  juxtaposed  against  the
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myriad  energy  sources  powering  the
modern world.

In a departure from conventional academia,
Jones's  treatise,  "Boilermakers  and
Kerosene:  A  Tale  of  Serendipitous
Synchronicity,"  delves  into  the  curious
nexus  of  seemingly  disparate  elements,
albeit in the form of an enigmatic allegorical
narrative  rather  than  scholarly  discourse.
While  Jones's  work  may  not  conform  to
traditional  academic  standards,  its
whimsical  musings  serve  as  a  thought-
provoking divergence in  the exploration of
unexpected  connections,  much  like  a
lighthearted  anecdote  injected  into  a
ponderous discussion.

Transitioning  to  more  unconventional
sources, the seminal work of Rowling, "The
Tales  of  Beedle  the  Boiler-Maker,"
introduces a fantastical world of enchanting
allegories that, despite their fictional nature,
embody  threads  of  universal  human
experience.  The  parallel  between  the
meticulous  craft  of  boilermaking  and  the
magical allure of kerosene lamps serves as
a  testament  to  the  pervasive  nature  of
artisanal  craftsmanship  across  disparate
cultures, much like the universal appeal of
whimsical  storytelling  that  transcends  the
boundaries of reality.

In  an  unexpected  twist,  a  serendipitous
encounter  with  social  media  commentary
sheds unanticipated light  on the matter  at
hand.  An  anonymous  post  on  a  popular
platform humorously  juxtaposed images of
industrious boilermakers with the ambiance
of  a  dimly  lit  Sudanese  village,
accompanied  by  the  caption  "When
California  meets  Sudan:  The  Unlikely
Romance of  Boilers and Kerosene."  While
the  post  may  have  been  intended  as  a
lighthearted  jest,  it  inadvertently  captures
the essence of  the unexpected correlation
under  investigation,  much  like  a  candid
snapshot capturing a profound truth amidst
lighthearted banter.

In summary,  the diverse array of  literature
and peripheral sources indirectly converges
upon  the  perplexing  relationship  between
the  number  of  boilermakers  in  California
and  kerosene  consumption  in  Sudan,
adding  layers  of  complexity  to  an  already
enigmatic  correlation.  As  the  scholarly
journey  delves  deeper  into  this  uncharted
territory  of  occupational  and  energy
interconnectivity,  the  authors  invite  fellow
explorers to embrace the inherent  whimsy
of such unexpected discoveries, navigating
the  maze  of  unconventional  scholarly
contributions  with  a  blend  of  intellectual
inquiry and lighthearted reflection.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  mysterious  connection
between  the  number  of  boilermakers  in
California  and  kerosene  consumption  in
Sudan,  our  research  team  employed  a
multi-faceted  approach  that  marries  the
rigor  of  statistical  analysis  with  the
unyielding  tenacity  of  scholarly  curiosity.
The data utilized in this study were primarily
sourced from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and the Energy Information Administration,
spanning the years from 2003 to 2021. 

Firstly,  we  embarked  on  a  quest  for  data
that  would  allow  us  to  encapsulate  the
essence  of  boilermaker  prominence  in
California. This involved navigating through
the  labyrinthine  archives  of  occupational
statistics,  meticulously  isolating  the
numerical  representation  of  individuals
engaged in the noble craft of boilermaking
within the sun-kissed confines of the Golden
State. The Bureau of Labor Statistics served
as  our  guiding  beacon  in  this  quest,
providing a trove of information that allowed
us  to  quantify  the  ebb  and  flow  of  this
venerable occupation over the years.

Simultaneously, our foray into the realm of
kerosene-related  statistics  took  us  on  a
journey  to  the  Energy  Information
Administration's  reservoir  of  knowledge.
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Here,  amid  the  numerical  tapestries  of
energy consumption, we sought to capture
the  essence  of  kerosene  utilization  in
Sudan, a pursuit that demanded an incisive
understanding  of  energy  dynamics  within
this  enigmatic  African  nation.  Through  a
delicate  dance  of  data  extraction  and
refinement,  we  were  able  to  distill  the
essence  of  kerosene  consumption  into
quantifiable  metrics  that  would  form  the
bedrock of our analysis.

With  these  distinct  yet  tantalizingly
enigmatic datasets in hand, we orchestrated
a symphony of statistical analysis that would
set the stage for our exploration. Employing
the formidable power of correlation analysis,
we  sought  to  discern  the  elusive  threads
connecting  the  number  of  boilermakers  in
California to the consumption of kerosene in
Sudan.  The  calculated  correlation
coefficient  of  0.7823494  emerged  as  a
beacon  of  statistical  significance,  guiding
our path through the murky waters of socio-
economic interconnectedness.

In addition, we wielded the potent sword of
the p-value, unleashing its formidable might
to ascertain the robustness of our findings.
The  p-value,  with  its  immutable  aura  of
statistical significance, stood as a sentinel at
the  gates  of  conventional  wisdom,
compelling  us  to  question  established
notions  and  embrace  the  unorthodox
revelations unraveled by our data.

Furthermore,  to  fortify  our  analysis  and
ensure  the  resilience  of  our  findings,  we
engaged  in  a  meticulous  process  of
sensitivity analysis, probing the robustness
of  our  results  across  a  spectrum  of
analytical  variables.  This  painstaking
endeavor  served  as  a  bulwark  against
spurious  associations,  ensuring  that  our
newfound correlation stood steadfast in the
face of rigorous scrutiny.

Thus,  armed  with  the  mighty  arsenal  of
statistical tools and fortified by the resolute
spirit of scholarly inquiry, we ventured forth

into the uncharted terrain of socio-economic
connections,  prepared  to  confront  the
unexpected  and  embrace  the  whims  of
statistical fate in our pursuit of knowledge.

4. Results

The results of our investigation revealed a
striking correlation between the number of
boilermakers  in  California  and  kerosene
consumption  in  Sudan,  with  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.7823494.  This  correlation
indicates  a  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables,  prompting  further  contemplation
on the underlying mechanisms dictating this
connection.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.6120705 further supported the robustness
of  this  association,  indicating  that
approximately  61.2%  of  the  variability  in
kerosene  consumption  in  Sudan  can  be
explained by the number of boilermakers in
California.  Additionally,  the  statistically
significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
underscored the validity of this correlation,
reinforcing the notion that this finding is not
merely a fortuitous coincidence.

Furthermore,  the  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1
visually  depicts  the  strong  correlation
between  the  number  of  boilermakers  in
California  and  kerosene  consumption  in
Sudan, providing a compelling illustration of
this unexpected relationship. The scatterplot
serves  as  a  visual  testament  to  the
indisputable  connection  unearthed  by  our
rigorous  analysis,  serving  as  a  striking
reminder  of  the  idiosyncrasies  that  often
permeate  the  intricate  tapestry  of  socio-
economic phenomena.

In light of these findings, it becomes evident
that  the  peculiar  association  between  the
number  of  boilermakers  in  California  and
kerosene  consumption  in  Sudan  defies
conventional  expectations,  serving  as  a
poignant  reminder  of  the  serendipitous
nature of scholarly inquiry.  As we navigate
the  uncharted  waters  of  interdisciplinary
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exploration,  these  results  beckon  us  to
reevaluate  our  assumptions  and approach
the global socio-economic landscape with a
renewed  sense  of  curiosity  and  open-
mindedness.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The  unexpected  correlation  between  the
number  of  boilermakers  in  California  and
kerosene  consumption  in  Sudan,  as
unearthed in our investigation, beckons us
to unravel the enigmatic tapestry of socio-
economic  connectivity.  Building  upon  the
whimsical musings and unexpected insights
gleaned  from  the  literature  review,  our
findings  not  only  substantiate  prior
conjectures but  also propel  this  paradigm-
shifting  correlation  into  the  spotlight  of
scholarly curiosity.

Smith's  astute  dissection  of  industrial
demographics,  albeit  not  directly  delving
into  the  realm  of  boilermakers,  lays  the
groundwork for comprehending the intricate
dance of occupational ebbs and flows. The
resonating  parallels  found  within  the
unassuming pages of  Doe's  exploration of
energy  utilization  in  developing  nations
provide a soothing symphony of confluence,
harmonizing  with  the  unexpected
intersection  of  kerosene  consumption  in
Sudan.  Moreover,  while  Jones's
unconventional  narrative  may  initially

appear  as  a  departure  from  traditional
scholarship, its clandestine wisdom weaves
an unexpected thread of relevance into our
investigation,  akin  to  a  whimsical  allegory
suddenly  shedding  light  on  an  intellectual
enigma.

Our  robust  statistical  analysis  undeniably
reinforces  the  veracity  of  this  perplexing
correlation,  further  cementing  the
significance  of  our  empirical  revelations.
The  resolute  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7823494  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
unyielding  bond  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables,  casting a radiant  glow
of  empirical  certainty  upon  this  uncharted
terrain.  The  visually  compelling  scatterplot
encapsulates the irrefutable visual evidence
of  this  association,  reminding  us  that
scholarly  inquiry,  much  like  the
unpredictable  dance of  statistical  patterns,
often unfurls in unforeseen directions.

As  we  embark  on  a  scholarly  odyssey
propelled  by  the  unassuming  nexus  of
boilermakers  and  kerosene,  we  are
reminded  of  the  inherent  whimsy  and
unforeseen  revelations  that  punctuate  the
oftentimes  austere  realm  of  academic
inquiry.  Our  findings  not  only  tantalize  the
intellectual  palate  with  their  unexpected
flavor  but  also  invigorate  the  vanguard  of
interdisciplinary  exploration,  fervently
beckoning  fellow  scholars  to  traverse  this
uncharted  territory  ladened  with
serendipitous synchronicity.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has brought
to  light  a  remarkable  correlation  between
the  number  of  boilermakers  in  California
and kerosene consumption in  Sudan.  The
statistically significant correlation coefficient
of  0.7823494  and  the  robust  r-squared
value  of  0.6120705  underscore  the
compelling  nature  of  this  seemingly
incongruous  relationship.  It  is  evident  that
the enigmatic link between these variables

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



transcends  simplistic  explanations,  inviting
us to contemplate the underlying forces at
play. The scatterplot in Fig. 1 serves as a
visual  testament  to  this  unexpected
connection, a graphic representation of the
unlikely  dance  between  Californian
boilermakers  and  Sudanese  kerosene
consumption.

As we wrap up this scholarly odyssey, it is
imperative  to  acknowledge  the  whims  of
statistical  fate and the tantalizing allure of
serendipitous  findings.  The  unearthing  of
this  correlation  not  only  challenges
conventional  expectations  but  also
highlights  the  intricate  interplay  of  global
socio-economic  dynamics.  The
unsuspecting  nature  of  this  connection
reminds  us  to  approach  our  scholarly
pursuits with a blend of methodical rigor and
an open embrace of the unexpected.

While  the  temptation  to  delve  deeper  into
the  underlying  mechanisms  driving  this
correlation may beckon,  we assert,  with a
twinkle in our scholarly eyes, that the time
has come to applaud the quirks of statistical
discovery and savor this tantalizing enigma.
As we bid adieu to this singular correlation,
we declare, with scholarly conviction and a
hint of  whimsy, that  no further research in
this area is warranted. For in the tumultuous
seas of  academic  inquiry,  some mysteries
are best left to waltz in the exquisite realm
of statistical randomness.
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