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Modified Corn and Searches for UFO Sightings in Iowa
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The debate over the impact of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on agriculture and
the environment has captured the attention of both scientists and the general public. In this
study,  we  delve  into  a  rather  unconventional  correlation,  examining  the  relationship
between the use of GMOs in corn cultivation in Iowa and Google searches for 'report UFO
sighting'.   Using  data  from the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  and
Google Trends, we conducted a comprehensive analysis spanning from 2004 to 2023. Our
results  revealed  a  remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9345717  and  a  statistically
significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  While  our  findings  appear  to  indicate  a  strong
association  between  GMO use  in  corn  and  UFO sightings  searches,  it's  important  to
approach the conclusion with an appropriate level of skepticism.  Furthermore, our study
sheds  light  on  the  often-overlooked  interplay  between  agricultural  practices  and  the
curious  phenomena  of  unidentified  flying  objects.  As  we  peel  back  the  layers  of  this
enigmatic relationship, we invite researchers to join us in exploring the extraterrestrial
implications  of  genetically  modified  corn.  After  all,  "corn"spiracy  theories  and  UFO
sightings have kernels of truth waiting to be unearthed.

As  we  navigate  through  the  vast  and  oftentimes
bizarre  landscape  of  scientific  inquiry,  we  are
constantly reminded of the unexpected connections
that  can  emerge  from the  most  unlikely  pairings.
When  it  comes  to  the  realm  of  agriculture  and
extraterrestrial curiosity, one may be inclined to ask:
what  on  Earth  could  possibly  link  genetically
modified  corn  and  Google  searches  for  UFO
sightings? It seems the plot thickens as we venture
into  the  realms  of  GMO  or  UFO  -  a  corny,  yet
captivating, enigma.

In the world of research, it’s crucial to have a kernel
of  curiosity,  that’s  what  keeps  scientists  popping
with new ideas. Speaking of kernels, the cornucopia
of  genetically  modified  organisms  (GMOs)  has
permeated  the  agricultural  landscape,  promising
increased yields, resistance to pesky pests, and the

occasional,  but  not-so-secret,  family  recipe  for
cornbread.  However,  the  speculative  buzz
surrounding  GMOs  has  been  as  intense  as  a
cornfield in mid-August, with passionate debates on
safety,  sustainability,  and  their  impact  on  the
agricultural environment.

Our  study  embarks  on  a  quest  to  unravel  this
starchy mystery, aiming to peel back the layers of
the  seemingly  incongruous  relationship  between
GMO corn cultivation in  Iowa and the seemingly
unrelated,  yet  oddly  intertwined,  trend  of  UFO
sighting searches on Google. Our approach is out of
this world, you might even say it’s extra-pestrial, as
we dig deep into the annals of statistical  analysis
like galactic explorers charting uncharted territories.
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Using  data  sourced  from  the  United  States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the celestial
insights provided by Google Trends, we traverse the
continuum  from  2004  to  2023,  conducting  an
exhaustive  investigation  into  the  potential
interstellar connections woven between the GMO-
laden fields of Iowa and the curious queries about
UFO  sightings.  Our  correlation  coefficient,  much
like  a  shooting  star  across  the  statistical  sky,
illuminated  a  striking  value  of  0.9345717.  This
finding, coupled with a p-value of less than 0.01,
points  to  a  constellation of  evidence suggesting a
notable linkage between GMO corn cultivation and
the celestial intrigue of UFO sightings.

As we navigate through the cosmos of our results,
it’s important to remember that correlation does not
imply  causation  -  just  as  the  sighting  of  a  flying
saucer does not necessarily indicate the presence of
little green beings. Despite the stellar statistics, we
must  approach  our  findings  with  an  appropriate
level of skepticism, akin to the cautious step of an
astronaut on a distant planet’s surface. The question
remains: are we witnessing a genuine astronomical
alignment, or merely a chance encounter among the
statistical stars?

The riddle of the relationship between GMOs and
UFO sightings serves as a reminder that even in the
most unexpected of places, there may be kernels of
truth waiting to be discovered. Join us as we embark
on  this  unconventional  scientific  journey,  where
cornspiracy  theories  and  extraterrestrial
contemplations  intersect,  cultivating  a  field  of
inquiry  ripe  for  exploration.  After  all,  in  the
universe  of  science,  adventurous  investigations
often yield the most cosmically intriguing results.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  potential  impact  of  genetically  modified
organisms  (GMOs)  on  agricultural  practices  has
been  a  subject  of  great  debate  and  speculation
(Smith, 2015). The introduction of GMOs into the
cultivation  of  corn  and  other  crops  has  raised
questions  about  their  long-term  effects  on  the

environment,  human  health,  and,  unexpectedly,
outer-worldly phenomena (Doe, 2018). As we peel
back the layers of this starchy enigma, we must also
acknowledge the interplay between GMOs and the
uncharted territories of UFO sightings.

In "Maize and the Unexplained:  A Cornucopia of
Curiosities," the authors explore the historical and
cultural  significance  of  corn  and  its  potential
connection  to  unidentified  aerial  phenomena.  It
seems  the  relationship  between  corn  and  cosmic
contemplation has been corn-veniently overlooked
for far too long. 

In a study by Jones (2020), the use of GMOs in corn
cultivation is scrutinized for its potential effects on
the  ecological  balance  of  agricultural  ecosystems.
However, what may have been overlooked in these
studies is the cosmic balance of the universe and its
unexpected influence on earthly agriculture. It’s a-
maize-ing how these seemingly unrelated subjects
could be cosmically entangled.

Turning to the realm of fiction, "The Corn Nebula:
A UFO Conspiracy" and "Aliens in the Aisles: The
Extraterrestrial Origins of Corn" present speculative
narratives  that  entertain  the  connection  between
agricultural  biotechnology  and  otherworldly
encounters.  These  literary  works  may  unfold
kernels of truth hidden beneath layers of speculative
fiction.

In  a  somewhat  more  unconventional  approach,  a
social  media  post  by  @FarmerJoe567  asserts,  "I
swear every time I plant those GMO corn seeds, the
cows  start  mooing  at  strange  lights  in  the  sky.
Coincidence?  I  think  not!  #GMOGoneWild
#Cowspiracy." While social media posts should be
approached  with  caution,  this  anecdotal  evidence
cannot be dismissed outright. After all,  sometimes
truth is stranger than fiction, or in this case, stranger
than a herd of bewildered cows.

It is clear that there is a rich tapestry of literature
and  anecdotal  evidence  hinting  at  a  curious
connection  between  GMOs  in  corn  and  the
fascination  with  UFO  sightings.  While  the
interstellar  implications  of  GMOs  are  indeed  a-
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MAIZE-ing,  it  is  essential  to  approach  these
findings  with  an  appropriate  level  of  skepticism.
After  all,  in  the  words  of  an  extraterrestrial
cornstalk,  "Take  me  to  your  feeder  -  I  mean,
leader!"

METHODOLOGY

To  commence  our  otherworldly  expedition,  we
embarked on a  space-time odyssey to  gather  data
from  the  annals  of  the  internet  –  traversing  the
digital  galaxies of the USDA and Google Trends.
With data spanning from 2004 to 2023, we sought
to unravel the enigmatic connection between GMO-
suffused cornfields in Iowa and the intangible query
of 'report  UFO sighting'  searches on Google.  Our
approach? Well,  let's just say it  involved as many
twists and turns as a UFO sighting report.

Our  research  team  dabbled  in  the  arcane  arts  of
time-series  analysis  and  regression  modeling,
concocting  a  statistical  recipe  that  was  more
complex  than  rocket  science  flavored  with  corn
syrup. The quantitative relationship between GMO
corn  cultivation  and  Google  searches  for  UFO
sightings was unveiled through the mystical charms
of Pearson correlation coefficients and p-values. It
was  a  statistical  séance,  revealing  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9345717 that shone brighter than a
UFO streaking across the night sky.

We employed a multi-faceted data analysis strategy,
akin to deciphering alien hieroglyphics, to untangle
the  mysteries  hidden  within  the  datasets.  The
Residual  Augmented  Dickey-Fuller  test  came  in
handy to scrutinize the time-series properties of the
data, akin to examining the crevices of a mysterious
crop circle.

Furthermore,  we delved  into  a  medley  of  control
variables,  including  factors  like  annual
precipitation,  temperature  fluctuations,  and maybe
even a sprinkle of cosmic radiation, to ensure that
our findings didn't get lost amidst the vast expanse
of confounding factors – truly a balancing act more
precarious than a UFO in a tornado.

Our approach to data scrubbing and cleaning was as
methodical  as  combing  through  a  haystack  for
extraterrestrial  needles.  Every  data  point  was
scrutinized  with  the  meticulousness  of  a  UFO
enthusiast  scanning  the  night  sky  for  signs  of
intergalactic  beings.  We  implemented  robust
techniques  to  address  missing  data,  outliers,  and
seasonal anomalies, ensuring that our dataset was as
pristine as a crop circle freshly etched in the heart of
the cornfields.

At  the  convergence  of  statistical  sorcery  and
agricultural  alchemy,  our  research  unveiled  a
compelling link between GMO corn cultivation and
the yearning for UFO sightings. But as we bask in
the glow of statistical significance, let’s remember a
seminal  truth:  just  like  UFO  sightings,  statistical
associations  don't  always  point  to  extraterrestrial
causation. So, as we gaze towards the starlit horizon
of conclusions, let’s approach our findings with the
same level of intrigue as a UFO sighting – after all,
the truth may be out there, waiting to be embraced
like a cornstalk in a gentle summer breeze.

RESULTS

Our analysis of the data collected from the United
States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  and
Google  Trends  has  unveiled  a  remarkably  robust
correlation between the use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in Iowa and
Google  searches  for  'report  UFO  sighting'.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9345717  indicates  a
strong positive association, leading us to question if
aliens are simply trying to "stalk" our GMO corn
fields.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8734243  suggests  that
approximately  87.34%  of  the  variation  in  UFO
sighting  searches  can  be  explained by the  use  of
GMO  corn  in  Iowa.  This  finding  leaves  us
pondering if extraterrestrial beings have developed
a particular affinity for genetically modified crops -
after all, who could resist a-maize-ing GMO corn?

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 provides
compelling  evidence  to  reject  the  null  hypothesis
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and  accept  the  alternative  hypothesis,  suggesting
that  there  is  indeed  a  significant  relationship
between GMO use in corn and searches for UFO
sightings.  It  seems  we're  seeing  statistically
significant signals from the cosmos calling out for
more genetically modified corn!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig.  1  showcases  the  compelling  scatterplot,
capturing  the  essence  of  this  peculiar  correlation.
The  graph  illustrates  the  unmistakable  positive
trend,  akin  to  aliens  beaming  down  to  Iowa  in
search  of  genetically  modified  snacks.  It's  as  if
they're saying, "Take me to your corn!"

In  conclusion,  our  research  offers  a  tantalizing
glimpse into the uncharted territory of agronomical
intrigues and cosmic curiosities. While we may be
light-years  away  from  fully  comprehending  the
profound implications of our findings, it’s clear that
the allure of UFO sightings and the allure of GMO
corn  in  Iowa  are  intertwined  in  a  manner  that's
worthy of scientific scrutiny.

As we plunge deeper into the cosmic cornfield of
correlations,  it’s  important  to  remember  that
correlation does not equate to causation. While our
results paint a compelling picture of the connection
between GMO corn and UFO sightings, we cannot
decisively  confirm that  extraterrestrial  enthusiasm
for genetically modified snacks is the driving force
behind these search trends.

But, hey, at the very least, our study has opened the
door to a burgeoning field within agricultural  and

extraterrestrial  research,  providing  enough  fodder
for  endlessly  corny  jokes  and  invitations  to
contemplate  the  corn-centric  problems  of  the
cosmos.

DISCUSSION

The findings of our study confirm and build upon
the  rather  unexpected  theories  and  anecdotal
evidence presented in  the literature review.  While
the interstellar implications of GMOs in corn might
seem  far-fetched,  our  results  indicate  a  strong
connection that cannot be ignored. It's almost as if
the  extraterrestrial  beings  have  developed  a
particular affinity for genetically modified crops -
they  truly  are  out  of  this  world!  As  we  navigate
through  this  cosmic  cornfield  of  correlations,  we
cannot  help  but  wonder  if  aliens  are  simply
"earthen" themselves in our agricultural practices.

Our research not only provides empirical evidence
for the correlation between GMO use in corn and
searches for UFO sightings but also opens the door
for  a-MAIZE-ing  opportunities  for  further
investigation.  We encourage researchers  to  "stalk"
this  correlation  further  with  an  open  mind  and  a
willingness  to  probe  the  cosmic  realms  of
interstellar  intrigue.  After  all,  as  the  saying goes,
"the  truth  is  out  there,"  even  in  the  rows  of
cornfields.

In line with previous studies on the potential impact
of GMOs, our findings suggest that the influence of
genetically  modified  corn  extends  beyond  the
boundaries  of  traditional  agricultural  and
environmental  discourse.  The  statistically
significant signals from the cosmos calling out for
more genetically modified corn are a-maize-ing, to
say the least!  While we may not have conclusive
evidence of extraterrestrial corn cravings, our study
offers  a  compelling  narrative  that  might  just
"cornvince" skeptics of the cosmic connection.

It's important to acknowledge the limitations of our
study. Correlation does not equate to causation, and
we  cannot  definitively  determine  the  underlying
reasons for the observed association between GMO
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use  in  corn  and  UFO  sightings  searches.  As  we
continue to unravel this cosmic mystery,  we must
approach  it  with  a  healthy  dose  of  scientific
skepticism,  all  while  enjoying the corny humor it
entails.

In  the  grand  scheme  of  scientific  inquiry,  our
exploration of the corny connection between GMOs
and  UFO  sightings  points  to  the  diverse  and
unexplored  dimensions  of  agricultural  and
extraterrestrial research. Who knows, maybe in the
near future, we'll stumble upon undeniable evidence
of alien preferences for genetically modified corn,
and we can boldly declare, "The corn is out there!"

CONCLUSION

In closing, it's clear that our research has ventured
into  uncharted  statistical  territory,  blending  the
eccentric worlds of GMO corn and UFO sightings.
The findings of a spicy correlation coefficient and a
p-value that's out of this world certainly point to a
strong connection. It seems aliens might be craving
some  GMO  corn  on  the  cob,  talk  about  cosmic
taste!

We've  uncovered  kernels  of  evidence  suggesting
that the cosmic community's interest  in our GMO
cornfields  cannot  be  ignored.  However,  let's  not
jump to conclusions faster than the speed of light –
after  all,  correlation  doesn't  imply  causation,  just
like seeing a UFO doesn't necessarily mean you're
about to be abducted for an alien BBQ!

As  we  reflect  on  the  cosmic  enigma  that  is  the
correlation between GMO corn and UFO sightings,
it's evident that our study has cracked open a whole
new dimension of inquiry. It's time to close the book
on this chapter of research because really, the only
thing left to do is wait for the aliens to make the
first  contact  –  or  at  least  send down some corny
jokes  from their  spacecraft.  No  more  research  is
needed on this corny UFO conundrum, it has bean
a-maize-ing!
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