
Journal of Culinary Economics Copyleft 2024 by The Institute for Culinary Studies and Financial Analysis
2024, Vol. 181, No. 6, 820-830 S1085-7931(3371)5091-1 DOI: 13.6800/408875976933

Frying up Stocks: The Fast Food Cook Factor in Tesla's TSLA
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This study delves into the unexpected link between the number of fast food cooks in West Virginia and Tesla's stock price (TSLA) from 2011 to 2022.
Despite initial skepticism, our findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9883959 and p < 0.01. The implications of this connection, if true, may
challenge conventional economic theories and spark new avenues for interdisciplinary research. With a dash of humor and a sprinkle of statistical analysis,
our paper serves up fresh insights into the quirky world of finance and employment trends. Whether it's a "whopper" of a discovery or merely a tasty
coincidence, the relationship between fast food cooks and Tesla's stock price is definitely a blend of the unexpected.

Introduction

    The unlikely pairing of fast food cooks and Tesla's stock price
(TSLA) may at  first  glance appear  as  incongruous as  pairing
caviar with French fries. However, as the saying goes, "there's
no  accounting  for  taste,"  and  our  study  aims  to  unravel  the
correlation, if any, between these seemingly unrelated entities.
The scent of sizzling burgers and the hum of electric car engines
may  not  be  a  typical  blend,  but  in  the  world  of  statistical
analysis, anything is possible.

    As we embark on this curious journey through the labyrinth of
data, we are reminded of the words of renowned economist John
Maynard Keynes, who said, "The market can remain irrational
longer  than  you  can  remain  solvent."  With  this  in  mind,  we
approach  our  investigation  with  cautious  optimism  and  an
appetite for uncovering the unexpected.

    Fast food cooks in West Virginia may not be the first group
that comes to mind when pondering the fluctuation of Tesla's
stock  price.  Nonetheless,  we  are  motivated  by  the  ethos  of
exploration  and  the  quest  for  serendipitous  discoveries.  The
inherent  quirkiness  of  this  research  endeavor  mirrors  the
serendipitous  moments  in  life  when  a  familiar  taste
unexpectedly pairs well with an unlikely dish.

    Our  study aims  to  dissect  the  relationship between these
distinct variables, marrying the rigors of statistical analysis with
the  unpredictability  of  human  behavior.  The  convergence  of
culinary expertise and financial prowess may yield insights that
transcend traditional economic paradigms and offer new avenues
for scholarly inquiry. As we embark on this novel inquiry, we
are reminded of the words of Benjamin Franklin, who famously
said, "Beware of little expenses. A small leak will sink a great
ship." In a similar vein, seemingly small variables may wield
considerable influence over financial outcomes.

    With a melange of culinary puns and statistical acumen, we
delve into the labyrinthine world of fast food cooks and Tesla's
stock price, with a dash of whimsy and a sprinkle of analytics.

Whether we unearth a golden nugget of knowledge or merely
stumble  upon  a  curious  coincidence,  our  pursuit  promises  to
serve up a delectable blend of the unexpected.

Review of existing research

     The existing literature on the correlation between fast food
cooks in West Virginia and Tesla's stock price (TSLA) is scarce,
to say the least. Nonetheless, several serious-sounding studies by
reputable authors shed some light on tangentially related topics.
Smith and Doe (2015) examined the employment trends in the
fast  food  industry,  while  Jones  et  al.  (2018)  conducted  a
thorough analysis of stock price fluctuations in the automotive
sector.  These  studies,  although  not  directly  investigating  the
intriguing  connection  at  hand,  demonstrate  the  relevance  of
examining  the  intersection  of  employment  patterns  and  stock
market dynamics.

     Beyond these serious investigations lie a plethora of non-
fiction books related to the topic. "Fast Food Nation" by Eric
Schlosser offers a comprehensive exploration of the fast  food
industry and its societal  impacts,  whereas "Elon Musk: Tesla,
SpaceX, and the Quest for a Fantastic Future" by Ashlee Vance
delves into the entrepreneurial endeavors of the enigmatic figure
behind Tesla's success. These insightful works provide valuable
context  for  understanding  the  complex  phenomena  under
scrutiny.

     Venturing into the realm of fiction, "The Restaurant at the
End of the Universe" by Douglas Adams piques curiosity with
its  whimsical  portrayal  of  gastronomical  adventures  in  outer
space,  while  H.G.  Wells'  "The  Time  Machine"  presents  a
speculative take on temporal shifts and their potential influence
on stock market dynamics. The inclusion of these literary works
underscores the multidimensionality of our research inquiry and
acknowledges  the  role  of  imagination  in  generating  novel
hypotheses.
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     Drawing  from childhood memories,  the  animated  series
"SpongeBob  SquarePants"  and  "Bob's  Burgers"  offer  playful
representations of culinary craftsmanship and the idiosyncrasies
of  restaurant  management.  Additionally,  the  educational
program "Bill  Nye  the  Science  Guy"  provides  a  lighthearted
perspective on scientific inquiry, illustrating the importance of
fostering inquisitiveness and humor in scholarly pursuits. These
culturally resonant references inject a sense of levity into our
exploration  of  the  unexpected  relationship  between  fast  food
cooks  and  Tesla's  stock  price,  reminding  us  to  approach
unconventional research with a sprinkle of whimsy.

Procedure

Data Collection:

    The  data  for  this  study  was  procured  from a  variety  of
sources,  including  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  LSEG
Analytics  (Refinitiv).  Our  research  team  embarked  on  a
veritable treasure hunt across the digital landscape, navigating
the labyrinth of internet repositories to gather information on the
number of fast food cooks in West Virginia and the stock price
of  Tesla  (TSLA)  from  2011  to  2022.  This  process  involved
sifting  through a  smorgasbord of  databases,  online platforms,
and  financial  portals,  akin  to  seeking  rare  ingredients  for  an
unconventional dish.

Variable Selection:

    The selection of variables involved a delicate dance between
relevance and curiosity. The number of fast food cooks in West
Virginia  served  as  our  unexpected  protagonist,  while  Tesla's
stock price  (TSLA) played the role  of  the enigmatic  co-lead.
Like selecting the finest seasonings for an experimental culinary
creation, the pairing of these variables was based on capturing
the essence of surprise and curiosity, akin to a culinary alchemist
concocting an avant-garde dish.

Statistical Analysis:

    The  statistical  analysis  of  the  data  involved  a  fusion  of
traditional methods and unorthodox approaches, reminiscent of a
culinary  maestro  experimenting  with  fusion  cuisine.  Initially,
conventional correlation and regression analyses were employed
to scrutinize the relationship between the number of fast food
cooks  in  West  Virginia  and  Tesla's  stock  price.  This  was
followed by an eclectic blend of time series analysis and Monte
Carlo simulations, akin to blending disparate flavors to concoct
an unexpected gastronomic delight.  The unorthodox nature of
our  statistical  approach mirrors  the unexpected pairing of our
variables,  imbuing  the  analysis  with  an  air  of  maverick
creativity.

Control Variables:

    To mitigate the potential influence of extraneous factors, a
host  of  control  variables  were  incorporated  into  the  analysis.
These  included  economic  indicators  such  as  GDP  growth,
inflation rates, and unemployment figures, which served as the
proverbial palate cleansers, ensuring that the unique flavors of
the fast food cooks and Tesla's stock price remained the focal
point of our investigation. Additionally, regional and industry-

specific  factors  were  carefully  considered  to  encapsulate  the
distinctive essence of West Virginia's culinary landscape and the
idiosyncrasies of the automotive industry.

Ethical Considerations:

    In adherence to principles of ethical research, the anonymity
of individual fast food cooks and financial market participants
was  rigorously  upheld.  No  cook  or  investor  was  harmed,
financially  or  otherwise,  during  the  course  of  this  research.
Furthermore,  the  dissemination  of  our  findings  is  aimed  at
promoting intellectual curiosity and interdisciplinary discourse,
akin to inviting scholarly aficionados to partake in a thought-
provoking gastronomic soirée.

Limitations:

    The whimsical  nature  of  our  inquiry was not  without  its
limitations. It is important to acknowledge that correlation does
not  necessarily  imply  causation,  and  our  findings  do  not
discount the influence of confounding variables. Moreover, the
generalizability of our results to other geographical regions or
stock  markets  warrants  cautious  contemplation,  akin  to
discerning  the  universal  appeal  of  an  idiosyncratic  culinary
creation.

In light of our unorthodox approach and the unexpected nature
of our research focus, the methodology employed in this study
represents  a  fusion  of  rigorous  analysis  and  imaginative
exploration,  akin  to  blending  the  precision  of  a  scientific
experiment  with  the creativity  of  an avant-garde  gastronomic
odyssey. Our approach seeks to engage the intellect and tickle
the palate of scholarly enthusiasts, serving up a delectable blend
of the unexpected in the realm of empirical inquiry.

Findings

The analysis  of  the  data  collected from the Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  and  LSEG  Analytics  (Refinitiv)  unearthed  a
remarkably robust correlation between the number of fast food
cooks  in  West  Virginia  and  Tesla's  stock  price  (TSLA)  from
2011  to  2022.  The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9883959
highlights  a  striking  relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables, akin to a surprising fusion of flavors in a
culinary experiment.

The  findings  also  revealed  an  r-squared  value  of  0.9769265,
suggesting that approximately 97.7% of the variation in Tesla's
stock price can be explained by the number of fast food cooks in
West  Virginia.  This  high  explanatory  power  emphasizes  the
potent  influence  of  fast  food  cooks'  employment  on  the
valuation of an innovative and leading electric car company. 

Furthermore, with a p-value of less than 0.01, it is clear that the
observed  correlation  is  statistically  significant.  This  indicates
that  the  likelihood  of  such  a  strong  association  occurring  by
chance is exceedingly low, much like stumbling upon a golden
French fry in a bag of regular ones.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The results also revealed an unexpected twist in the relationship
between these variables. While one might anticipate a negative
correlation due to the dichotomy between fast food cooks and an
environmentally conscious company like Tesla, the data painted
a different picture. Instead of being as mismatched as ketchup on
ice  cream,  the  two  variables  exhibited  a  remarkably  strong
positive connection.

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  encapsulates  the  compelling
correlation,  portraying  a  trend  resembling  the  trajectory  of  a
well-flung ketchup packet in a fast food restaurant. The figure
underscores the surprising alignment between the number of fast
food  cooks  in  West  Virginia  and  the  stock  price  of  Tesla,
offering a visual feast for the eyes in addition to its substantive
implications.

In summary, the unexpected correlation between fast food cooks
and  Tesla's  stock  price  challenges  conventional  economic
wisdom and injects a dash of whimsy into the world of finance.
The results prompt a reconsideration of the intricate interplay
between  seemingly  disparate  factors  and  inspire  further
exploration  into  the  unexpected  connections  that  shape  our
economic landscape.

Discussion

The entwining of fast food cook employment in West Virginia
and  Tesla's  stock  price  has  simmered  into  a  tantalizing
concoction  of  statistical  significance.  Our  findings  not  only
affirm the unexpected link between these seemingly incongruous
variables  but  also  sauté  the  skepticism  surrounding  their
relationship,  serving  up  a  platter  of  insights  that  may  have
seasoned implications for economic theory.

Our  results  bolster  the  foundation  laid  by  previous  scholars,
cementing  the  relevance  of  exploring  the  intersection  of
employment trends and stock market dynamics. Smith and Doe's
analysis  of  fast  food  industry  employment  and  Jones  et  al.'s
study on stock price fluctuations in the automotive sector have
set  the  stage  for  our  unorthodox  inquiry,  highlighting  the
importance of considering the culinary and financial realms as
interconnected.  Similarly,  the speculative musings of Wells in
"The  Time  Machine"  and  the  gourmet  adventures  in  "The
Restaurant  at  the  End  of  the  Universe"  by  Adams,  though
entertaining,  have  primed  us  to  embrace  the  unexpected

correlations  within  our  economic  landscape.  This  scholarly
homage to literature,  both serious and whimsical,  mirrors  the
multidimensional nature of our research.

While the monumental correlation coefficient of 0.9883959 and
the r-squared value of 0.9769265 may seem too good to be true,
akin to finding a golden French fry, they serve as a compelling
testament  to  the robustness  of  the fast  food cook-Tesla  stock
price relationship. The statistically significant p-value reinforces
the genuineness of this connection, distinguishing it from the sea
of  chance  associations  like  a  golden  French  fry  in  a  bed  of
regular ones.

The  unexpected  positive  correlation  challenges  traditional
economic  paradigms,  analogous  to  the  perplexing  alliance  of
ketchup and ice cream. Rather than being as mismatched as this
odd pairing, the notable synergy between fast food cooks and
Tesla's  stock  price  defies  conventional  expectations,  inviting
scholars to ponder the nuanced interplay between employment
in the fast food industry and the valuation of an environmentally
progressive company.

The visual depiction of the correlation in our scatterplot mirrors
a culinary masterpiece, resembling the trajectory of a ketchup
packet  in a fast  food restaurant.  This  illustrative feast  for the
eyes tantalizes viewers and enriches our understanding of this
unprecedented relationship.

In conclusion,  our research presents a delectable blend of the
unexpected through its validation of the correlation between fast
food  cooks  in  West  Virginia  and  Tesla's  stock  price.  This
unlikely  pairing  challenges  conventional  economic  theories,
inviting scholars to digest the unexpected connections that flavor
our economic landscape. With a sprinkle of whimsy and a dash
of  statistical  rigor,  our  study  serves  as  a  testament  to  the
compelling interplay between seemingly unrelated variables and
paves the way for further exploration of the uncharted territories
within financial research.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of this study serve up a deliciously
unexpected correlation between the number of fast food cooks in
West Virginia and Tesla's stock price (TSLA), leaving us with a
smorgasbord of surprising implications. The robust correlation
coefficient  and  r-squared  value  provide  a  veritable  feast  of
statistical  evidence,  highlighting  the  substantial  influence  of
sizzling  burgers  and  crispy  fries  on  the  valuation  of  an
innovative electric car company.

The  statistically  significant  relationship  unveiled  in  this
investigation  challenges  conventional  economic  theories  in  a
manner akin to finding a French fry at the bottom of the bag that
perfectly resembles Abraham Lincoln. The unexpected positive
correlation between fast food cooks and Tesla's stock price is as
surprising  as  stumbling  upon  a  forgotten  onion  ring  nestled
amongst the fries – a delightful twist in the culinary journey of
statistical analysis.

The visual  representation of  this  correlation in  the scatterplot
(Fig.  1)  presents  a  delectable  feast  for  the  eyes,  akin  to  an
aesthetically pleasing arrangement of condiments on a freshly
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made burger. It encapsulates the unexpected alignment between
the number of fast food cooks in West Virginia and the stock
price  of  Tesla,  offering  a  visual  delight  that  is  as  visually
satisfying as a perfectly symmetrical burger.

As we consider the tantalizing implications of this research, it
calls to mind the words of culinary luminary Julia Child, who
said, "People who love to eat are always the best people." The
unexpectedly  strong  connection  between fast  food  cooks  and
Tesla's  stock  price  invites  us  to  savor  the  flavorful
unpredictability  of  economic  phenomena  and  inspires  a
reexamination  of  the  eclectic  ingredients  that  shape  financial
outcomes.

Despite  the  compelling  nature  of  these  findings,  it  is  our
scholarly opinion that no further research is needed in this area.
The richness and complexity of this delectable relationship have
been thoroughly explored, leaving us with a bountiful banquet of
unexpected  insights  and  prompting  a  reevaluation  of  the
conventional wisdom in the world of finance. It seems that, in
this  instance,  the perfect  blend of  culinary flair  and financial
finesse has been uncovered, leaving us with a savory conclusion
to this delightfully quirky investigation.
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