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Abstract

This study dives into the relationship between the confounding realms of Associates degrees in English 
language and literature/letters and the stock price of Public Service Enterprise Group (PEG). As we 
navigate through the world of academia and the stock market, we unravel the unexpected link that unites 
these seemingly disparate domains. Drawing on data from the National Center for Education Statistics 
and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), our research team set out to address this puzzling correlation. After 
analyzing the data from 2011 to 2021, we uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9760781 and a 
statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01. This finding prompts us to consider the unthinkable 
alignment of literary pursuits and financial indicators. Upon unearthing this unlikely association, we 
couldn't help but pause and ask ourselves, "What did the English major say to the stockbroker? 'Do you 
want to hear a tale of great PEG ratings or an epic saga of poetic prose?'" The profound implications of 
this discovery leave us with a bittersweet realization – perhaps the pen truly is mightier than the portfolio. 
In conclusion, this research not only sheds light on the interwoven nature of seemingly incongruent 
domains, but also calls for further investigation into the curious intersections of education and economic 
markets. As we ponder the implications of this unexpected correlation, we're left with a poignant truth – 
the world is filled with surprises, and sometimes, the greatest connections lie where we least expect them.
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The intersection of academia and the stock
market  has long been an area of  intrigue,
with scholars and investors alike searching
for unexpected connections like a treasure
hunt  in  a  library.  As  we  delve  into  this
curious domain,  it  is  important  to not  only
uncover  these  correlations  but  to  also
appreciate  the  potential  implications  they
may have, much like a good old-fashioned
"stock" of knowledge.

The  aim  of  this  study  is  to  examine  the
peculiar relationship between the awarding
of  Associate  degrees  in  English  language
and literature/letters and the stock price of
Public  Service  Enterprise  Group  (PEG).
One might  wonder if  this connection is as
far-fetched  as  finding  a  Shakespearean
sonnet in a financial report, but our findings
suggest otherwise.

Despite  the  initial  skepticism  one  might
have,  this  research  has  shown  that  the
correlation coefficient  between the number
of  English  language  and  literature/letters
Associate degrees awarded and PEG stock
price  is  akin  to  a  well-crafted  plot  twist  –
unexpectedly high. It seems the market and
the  classroom  have  been  entwined  in  a
narrative that has gone unnoticed until now.

In  the  spirit  of  uncovering  unexpected
connections,  we  couldn't  help  but
contemplate  the irony of  this  correlation  –
after all, who would have thought that a love
for sonnets and soliloquies could impact the
stock  market?  It  seems  that  the  stock
brokers and the English majors have more
in  common  than  meets  the  eye;  perhaps
they both understand the value of  a good
story and the power of a well-timed pun.

As we embark on this academic exploration,
we find ourselves pondering the old adage,
"What do you get when you cross a degree
in English literature with a utility company's
stock? A novel  approach to investing!"  It's
clear that  this  research opens the door  to
unexpected revelations and prompts us to

look  beyond  traditional  boundaries  to
uncover hidden connections.

In the next  section,  we will  delve  into the
methodology  and  data  analysis  that  has
illuminated this curious correlation, and the
implications it  holds for both the academic
and financial realms. With this, we invite you
to join us in this journey of discovery, where
the pages of literature and the numbers of
the  stock  market  intertwine  in  a  tale  of
unexpected correlations.

2. Literature Review

Much  like  the  intertwining  plotlines  of  a
riveting  novel,  the  relationship  between
academic  pursuits  and  financial  markets
has  captivated  the  minds  of  researchers
and investors alike. In "Smith et al.'s study
on  Interdisciplinary  Connections  in
Education  and  Economics,"  the  authors
delve  into  the  surprising  intersections  of
seemingly  disparate  fields,  laying  the
groundwork for our own exploration into the
unexpected correlation between Associates
degrees  in  English  language  and
literature/letters  and  the  stock  price  of
Public Service Enterprise Group (PEG). As
we  navigate  through  this  labyrinth  of
academia and finance, we are reminded of
the old adage, "What did the English major
say  to  the  stockbroker?  'Do  you  want  to
hear a tale of great PEG ratings or an epic
saga of poetic prose?'"

The  initial  skepticism  surrounding  this
unlikely  association  is  akin  to  stumbling
upon  a  mysterious  riddle  in  a
Shakespearean  play,  but  as  "Doe  and
Jones'  analysis  of  Unconventional
Correlations"  suggests,  we  must  remain
open  to  the  possibility  of  unorthodox
connections.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9760781  that  we  have  unearthed  is  as
unexpected  as  finding  a  hidden  treasure
trove  of  literary  classics  in  a  financial
institution – it  leaves us grappling with the
profound  implications  of  this  uncharted
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territory.  It's  as  if  the  pages of  a  financial
report  are imbued with the spirit  of  poetic
verses, creating a narrative that transcends
traditional boundaries.

But let's not forget the lighthearted side of
this  research  endeavor.  In  "The  Book  of
Dad  Jokes,"  the  authors  emphasize  the
power  of  a  well-timed  pun,  much  like  the
unexpected humor woven into our analysis.
For instance, "What do you get  when you
cross a degree in English literature with a
utility company's stock? A novel approach to
investing!"  As we grapple with the serious
implications  of  our  findings,  a  good  pun
provides  a  welcome  respite  and  a  gentle
reminder  of  the  hidden  humor  in  the
academic world.

As  we  expand  our  literary  horizons,  it's
essential to draw inspiration from a diverse
array  of  sources.  Works  such  as  "The
Wealth  of  Nations"  by  Adam  Smith  and
"Educated:  A  Memoir"  by  Tara  Westover
underscore  the  intricate  dance  between
education and economics, setting the stage
for  our  own  investigation.  Furthermore,
fictional  works  like  "The  Bonfire  of  the
Vanities" by Tom Wolfe and "The Rise and
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire"  by  Edward
Gibbon  offer  allegorical  insights  into  the
complexities  of  financial  systems  and
societal  constructs,  inviting us to view our
research through the lens of storytelling and
metaphor.

Even the world of board games provides a
surprising  backdrop  for  our  exploration.
Games  like  Monopoly  and  Stock  Ticker
Ventures  elicit  playful  parallels  to  the
themes at hand, underscoring the pervasive
influence  of  finance  in  our  cultural
landscape.  This  irreverent  nod  to  the
gaming world serves as a gentle reminder
that  amidst  the  seriousness  of  our  study,
there's  room  for  a  touch  of  whimsy  and
levity.

In conclusion, as we traverse this uncharted
territory of financial-educational crossroads,

we are met with a delightful paradox – the
unlikely pairing of literary pursuits and stock
prices. This research not only expands our
understanding of the interconnectedness of
disparate  domains  but  also  serves  as  a
gentle  reminder  that  unexpected
connections often yield the most  intriguing
discoveries.  As  we  meander  through  the
pages  of  academia  and  the  maze  of
investment  landscapes,  we are  left  with  a
poignant truth – the greatest insights often
emerge from the unlikeliest of pairings.

3. Our approach & methods

In  this  section,  we  elucidate  the
methodology  employed  in  uncovering  the
fascinating  correlation  between  the
issuance  of  Associate  degrees  in  English
language and literature/letters and the stock
price  of  Public  Service  Enterprise  Group
(PEG).  Our  research  approach  was  as
meticulous as a scholar dissecting a sonnet,
yet as nimble as a stock trader navigating
through volatile market conditions. 

Firstly,  we  embarked  on  a  data  odyssey
across  the  vast  expanse  of  the  internet,
navigating through the labyrinthine corridors
of  the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics  and  the  intricate  market  data
provided by LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv). We
combed  through  datasets  spanning  the
years 2011 to 2021, meticulously collecting
information  on  the  issuance  of  Associate
degrees  in  English  language  and
literature/letters  and  the  fluctuating  stock
prices  of  Public  Service  Enterprise  Group
(PEG). Our data collection process was as
thorough as fact-checking a historical novel,
leaving no stone unturned in our pursuit of
elucidating this enigmatic connection.

In  the  spirit  of  thorough  investigation,  our
research  team  employed  a  range  of
statistical  analyses  that  would  make  even
the most seasoned mathematician marvel at
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the elegance of our methods. We employed
correlation  analysis  to  delineate  the
relationship between the number of English
language  and  literature/letters  Associate
degrees  awarded  and  the  stock  price  of
PEG.  With  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9760781,  our  findings  uncovered  a
connection so startling, it's enough to make
even Shakespeare exclaim, "To correlate or
not to correlate, that is the question!"

Following  the  unveiling  of  this  compelling
correlation,  we  moved  to  ascertain  the
statistical  significance  of  our  findings.
Employing  a  hypothesis  testing  approach,
we calculated a p-value of less than 0.01,
indicating  a  high  level  of  statistical
significance  in  our  results.  Such statistical
prowess  is  akin  to  the  finesse  of  a  stock
trader making timely investment decisions,
albeit  in  the  realm  of  academia  and  data
analysis.

In  the  spirit  of  statistical  disclosure,  we
acknowledge  that  our  research  methods
may have appeared convoluted, much like
trying to decipher the hidden meanings in a
postmodern  novel.  However,  it  is  through
these meticulously crafted analyses that we
are  able  to  shed  light  on  the  unforeseen
relationship  between  literary  pursuits  and
financial indicators.

Moreover,  we  must  acknowledge  the
unexpected  humor  in  uncovering  a  link
between English literature and stock prices,
as it's enough to make even the most stoic
academic crack a smile and say, "Looks like
even the stock market  can't  resist  a  good
plot  twist!"  With  the  methodology  now
elucidated, we invite the reader to journey
forward  with  us  as  we  unravel  the
implications of this unlikely correlation in the
subsequent sections of this research paper.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  reveal  a
remarkably  strong correlation  between  the

number  of  Associate  degrees  awarded  in
English  language and literature/letters  and
the stock price of Public Service Enterprise
Group (PEG). From 2011 to 2021, we found
a correlation coefficient of 0.9760781, an r-
squared of 0.9527284, and a p-value of less
than 0.01, with a statistical significance that
would  make  even  the  most  skeptical  of
stockbrokers raise an eyebrow.

When we graphed the data to visualize this
unexpected  connection,  the  resulting
scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  resembled  a  well-
constructed  narrative,  with  data  points
aligning in perfect harmony. It's almost as if
Shakespeare  himself  had  penned  this
financial tableau – a true "much ado about
PEG."

As  we  gaze  upon  this  remarkable
correlation,  one  can't  help  but  appreciate
the irony of the situation. Who would have
thought  that  the  stock  price  of  a  utility
company  could  be  intertwined  with  the
academic pursuit  of  English language and
literature?  It's  as  though  the  Universe
decided  to  weave  together  a  plotline  that
even  the  most  imaginative  fiction  writer
would find implausible.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In the midst of these surprising findings, we
can't help but reflect on a classic dad joke:
"Why did the English major invest  in PEG
stock?  Because  they  wanted  to  capitalize
on the power of both prose and portfolio!"
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This  unexpected  correlation  underscores
the need to approach data analysis with an
open mind, as sometimes, the most unlikely
connections  can  yield  the  most  insightful
revelations.

In conclusion, the results of  this study not
only highlight the unanticipated relationship
between  educational  trends  and  stock
market  performance,  but  also  serve  as  a
reminder  that  there's  always  room  for
unexpected  connections  in  the  vast
landscape of academia and finance. As we
wrap up this  section,  we invite  readers to
ponder the age-old question: "What do you
get  when  you  combine  an  Associates
degree  in  English  language  and  literature
with  a  thriving  stock  price?  A  plot  twist
worthy of the best Shakespearean dramas!"

5. Discussion

The magnitude of the correlation uncovered
in  our  study  between  the  number  of
Associate  degrees  awarded  in  English
language and literature/letters and the stock
price  of  Public  Service  Enterprise  Group
(PEG)  is  truly  remarkable.  Our  findings
further  support  the  uncharted  junction  of
academic pursuits  and financial  indicators,
echoing the sentiments expressed in "Smith
et  al.'s  study  on  Interdisciplinary
Connections in Education and Economics."
It  appears  that  the  idyllic  connection  we
uncovered  is  more  than  just  a  whimsical
rendezvous between literature and stocks; it
stands as a testament to the intricate dance
between education and economic markets.

In line with the enlightening findings of "Doe
and  Jones'  analysis  of  Unconventional
Correlations,"  our  research  reinforces  the
notion  of  embracing  unconventional
connections.  The  unexpected  statistical
significance  and  robust  correlation
coefficient  we  unearthed  are  akin  to
stumbling upon a treasure trove of  literary
classics  in  a  financial  institution  –  a
delightful  surprise  that  challenges

conventional  wisdom  and  beckons  us  to
explore  beyond  the  confines  of  traditional
academic and financial paradigms.

Our  results  not  only  add  depth  to  the
scholarly  discourse  surrounding  the
intertwining  of  disparate  fields  but  also
serve as a gentle reminder that unexpected
connections often yield the most  intriguing
discoveries.  Our  analysis  of  the  data
generated  a  scatterplot  that  resembled  a
well-constructed narrative, akin to a plotline
that even the most imaginative fiction writer
would  find  implausible.  The  data  points
aligning in perfect harmony elicit a sense of
poetic symmetry, as if the stock market itself
is  narrating  a  tale  of  unforeseen
connections  between  academic  pursuits
and portfolio performance.

In light of these unprecedented correlations,
it's as though the Universe decided to pen a
modern  Shakespearean  drama,
interweaving  the  realms  of  literature  and
finance in an unexpected bond. It prompts
us to reflect on a classic dad joke: "Why did
the  English  major  invest  in  PEG  stock?
Because they  wanted to  capitalize  on the
power  of  both  prose  and  portfolio!"  This
lighthearted jest underscores the subversive
nature  of  our  findings  and  reinforces  the
idea  that  sometimes  the  most  unlikely
connections  can  yield  the  most  insightful
revelations.

As we continue to dissect the implications of
this  unanticipated  correlation,  we're  met
with  a  profound  truth  –  the  enigmatic
connections  between  academia  and
financial markets are as intricately woven as
the plotlines of a gripping novel. With each
turn  of  the  page  in  our  exploration,  we
unearth new layers of understanding, further
affirming the notion  that  the world  is  filled
with  surprises  and  that  the  most  peculiar
intersections  often  harbor  invaluable
insights.

In  conclusion,  the  unexpected  affinity
between  Associates  degrees  in  English
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language and literature/letters and the stock
price  of  Public  Service  Enterprise  Group
(PEG)  not  only  broadens  our  scholarly
landscape  but  also  serves  as  a  poignant
reminder  of  the  serendipitous  nature  of
academic  research.  As  we  navigate  this
uncharted  confluence  of  academia  and
finance,  we're  left  with  a  parting  thought–
sometimes,  the  greatest  connections  lie
where  we  least  expect  them,  much  like
stumbling upon a perfectly timed dad joke in
the midst of a serious academic discussion.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unveiled  a
connection  between  the  awarding  of
Associate degrees in English language and
literature/letters  and  the  stock  price  of
Public Service Enterprise Group (PEG) that
is as strong as the bond between a reader
and their favorite book. This correlation, with
a striking coefficient of 0.9760781 and a p-
value  that  even  the  grumpiest  statistics
professor  would  approve  of,  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  seemingly  improbable
intertwining  of  academia  and  the  stock
market.

As we wrap up our findings, it's hard not to
chuckle at the irony of this discovery – who
would have thought that the literary musings
of  budding scholars could hold sway over
the fluctuations of a utility company's stock
price?  It's  as  if  the  plot  of  this  research
unfolded  like  a  well-crafted  comedy,  with
unexpected twists and turns that left us all
pleasantly surprised.

In the spirit  of  embracing the unexpected,
we'll leave you with a fitting dad joke: "Why
don't English majors ever lose money in the
stock market?  Because they  always know
how  to  turn  a  'profit'  into  'prose-fit'!"  This
unconventional connection between literary
studies and financial indicators reminds us
that the world is full of delightful surprises,
and sometimes,  the most  unlikely  pairings
yield the most intriguing results.

With that, we boldly proclaim that no further
research  is  needed  in  this  area  –  we've
uncovered  the  surprising  convergence  of
academia  and  the  stock  market,  and  we
couldn't  be  more  tickled  by  the
unanticipated tale that has unfolded before
us. As we close this chapter, we invite our
fellow  scholars  and  investors  to  embrace
the unexpected connections that lie beneath
the surface,  for  there's  always room for  a
good  laugh  and  a  great  plot  twist  in  the
world of research and beyond.
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