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Abstract

In this paper, we tackle the perplexing correlation between the popularity of the first name Mara and the 
number of private detectives in the state of Ohio. While one might expect these two variables to be as 
unrelated as a detective without a magnifying glass, our research uncovers a surprising connection. We 
employed data from the US Social Security Administration and the Bureau of Labor Statistics to unravel 
this enigma, and the results left us in stitches... figuratively speaking, of course. Our comprehensive 
analysis covering the period from 2003 to 2022 revealed a jaw-dropping correlation coefficient of 
0.7457735 and a p-value of less than 0.01. It seems that the name Mara is not only popular, but it might 
also be associated with a surge in the demand for sleuths in the Buckeye State. One could say that the 
name Mara has been "solving mysteries" of its own in the world of statistics. So, why might this be the 
case? Is there a secret society of Maras in Ohio, all of whom have some sort of mystery that needs 
unraveling? Or could it be that the name itself embodies an aura of intrigue and curiosity, attracting 
individuals who are naturally inclined towards detective work? These are questions that will require further
investigation, but for now, it seems that the name Mara is a statistical Sherlock, leaving us all scratching 
our heads in amusement. In conclusion, our findings shed light on an unexpected association and invite 
further exploration into the whimsical world of statistical anomalies. It appears that the realm of names 
and occupations holds more surprises than meets the eye, or should we say the "I"? It seems that the 
name "Mara" might just have a knack for making us exclaim, "Mara my words, this is fascinating!
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1. Introduction The  intertwining  of  societal  trends  and
individual naming practices has long been a
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subject  of  intrigue  for  researchers  across
various disciplines. From the ebb and flow
of  popular  monikers  to  the  unforeseen
implications  of  these  naming  trends,  the
intersection  of  nomenclature  and  social
phenomena  continues  to  fascinate  and
perplex in equal measure. In this vein, our
study delves into an unlikely  pairing – the
connection  between  the  popularity  of  the
first name Mara and the number of private
detectives operating in the state of Ohio.

Now, I know what you're thinking – "Mara?
Private detectives? What's the connection,
a  mystery  novel?"  Well,  hold  on  to  your
deerstalker hat, because the correlation we
uncovered  is  bound  to  raise  some
eyebrows,  or  perhaps  even  prompt  the
exclamation,  "Mara-velous!"  Yes,  puns are
fair game in academia too.

As we dive into this unexpected correlation,
it's important to recognize that, much like a
good  detective's  investigation,  our  study
was built on meticulous data analysis and a
keen  eye  for  statistical  anomalies.  We
amassed data from the US Social Security
Administration  to  track  the  trajectory  of
Mara's popularity over the years, and paired
it  with  the  number  of  private  detectives
recorded in the state of Ohio, as reported by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Upon  analyzing  the  data  spanning  from
2003 to 2022,  we were confronted with a
correlation  coefficient  that  practically
knocked  our  statistical  socks  off  –  a
substantial  0.7457735.  I  don't  know about
you, but I'd call that a "case closed" moment
if I ever saw one. This unexpected statistical
liaison prompted us to ponder just what it is
about  the  name  Mara  that  seems  to  be
"sleuthing"  its  way  into  the  demand  for
private investigators in Ohio.

Entering the realm of conjecture, one might
jest  that  a  group  of  Maras  in  Ohio  have
been hosting clandestine meetings, all while
sporting trench coats and fedoras. Perhaps
they have all been leading double lives as

amateur gumshoes when not answering to
their  given  name.  Of  course,  these
whimsical notions are worth as much as a
red herring  in  a murder  mystery,  but  they
serve as a reminder that statistical surprises
can  be  as  entertaining  as  a  well-crafted
detective yarn.

As we bring this introduction to a close, we
invite  you  to  join  us  on  this  investigative
journey into the unexpected twists and turns
of  statistical  anomalies.  It  seems that  the
name "Mara"  might  just  have a  knack for
unraveling  the  mysteries  of  the  statistical
world,  leaving  us  all  in  a  state  of
bemusement and fascination. And as for the
unexpected  connection  between  a  name
and an  occupation in  Ohio,  we can't  help
but  exclaim,  "Mara  my  words,  this  is
fascinating!"

2. Literature Review

As  we  wade  into  the  curious  waters  of
name-popularity  correlations  and
occupational oddities, it is imperative to set
the stage by surveying the existing literature
on  naming  trends  and  occupational
preferences. Smith et al. (2015) detailed the
relationship  between  name popularity  and
societal  trends,  identifying  intriguing
parallels between nomenclature and cultural
shifts.  Meanwhile,  Doe  (2018)  delved  into
the  unexpected  impact  of  first  names  on
career  choices,  shedding  light  on  the
enthralling  intersection  of  personal  identity
and  professional  pursuits.  Finally,  Jones
(2020) explored the enigmatic link between
individual names and regional occupational
patterns, revealing peculiar connections that
have left researchers scratching their heads
in amusement.

But now, onto the unexpected surprise that
our  own  research  has  uncovered  –  the
statistical  flirtation  between  the  first  name
Mara and the clandestine world  of  private
detectives in Ohio. It's a pairing that seems
as  unlikely  as  finding  a  hidden  clue  in  a
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game of  Clue – the only question is,  who
done it?

It's  important  to  recognize  that,  as
researchers,  we  didn't  stumble  upon  this
intriguing connection by sheer coincidence.
No,  this  was  a  result  of  meticulous  data
parsing and quantitative analysis,  the kind
that  makes  even  the  most  patient
researcher  feel  like  they're  hunting  for  a
needle in a haystack, or shall we say, "Mara
in Ohio."  And just  like in a good detective
story,  our  data  was  our  trusty  sidekick,
guiding us through the twists and turns of
statistical surprises.

Speaking of surprises, did you hear about
the private detective who refused the case
because he didn't want to "surveillance" it?
Oh,  the  wordplay!  And  speaking  of  play,
have  you  ever  tried  the  board  game
"Detective"? Perhaps there's a subtle nod to
the  influence  of  name  popularity  on
sleuthing skills  in there, hidden amidst the
clues and red herrings.

Shifting  gears  back  to  the  literature,  "The
Name  Game:  Exploring  Societal
Implications" by Miller and Johnson (2017)
offers  insights  into  the  whimsical  world  of
names  and  their  impact  on  societal
phenomena.  Their  exploration  into  the
cultural significance of names brings to light
the  idea  that  a  name  is  not  merely  an
identifier, but a reflection of societal themes
and  trends.  This  resonates  with  our  own
findings regarding the name Mara and  its
unexpected  dance  with  the  demand  for
private investigators in Ohio.

Now, turning to non-fiction works that inform
our study, "The Art of Detection" by Laurie
R. King provides a riveting glimpse into the
world  of  private  investigation,  offering
readers a taste of the intrigue and allure that
surrounds the profession. In a similar vein,
"The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper" by
Phaedra Patrick weaves a tale of discovery
and exploration, much like our own journey

into the curious connection between a name
and an occupation.

In  the  realm  of  board  games,  "Sherlock
Holmes Consulting Detective" offers players
the opportunity to step into the shoes of the
famed  detective  and  unravel  complex
cases. One can't help but wonder if Mara's
popularity could lead to a surge of interest in
such  sleuthing  pursuits  among  Ohioans,
transforming living rooms into mini-detective
agencies,  with  magnifying  glasses  and
mysterious clues abounding.

As we wrap up this whimsical foray into the
literature,  it's  clear  that  the  intersection  of
names  and  occupations  holds  more
surprises  than  one  might  initially  expect.
And who knows, perhaps our investigation
into  the enigmatic  correlation between the
name Mara and private detectives in Ohio
will  lead  to  a  revelatory  discovery  that
leaves us exclaiming, "Mara my words, this
is truly unexpected!"

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection
between the ubiquity of the name Mara and
the presence of private detectives in Ohio,
our research team embarked on a rigorous
investigation  that  combined  statistical
analyses  with  a  hint  of  whimsy.  Our  data
collection journey began with a pilgrimage
to  the  US  Social  Security  Administration,
where we obtained data on the frequency of
the  name  Mara  from  2003  to  2022.  The
Bureau of Labor Statistics became our next
destination,  offering  a  treasure  trove  of
information  on  the  number  of  private
detectives operating in the state of Ohio. It
felt  a  bit  like  engaging  in  detective  work
ourselves,  except  our  trench  coats  were
replaced  with  statistical  software  and  our
magnifying glasses with computer screens.

Embarking on this quest for knowledge, we
wrangled  with  statistical  software  and
spreadsheet  programs  to  crunch  the
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numbers  and  unveil  any  hidden  patterns.
Much  like  a  detective  meticulously
examining clues, we scrutinized the data for
any  signs  of  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Mara  and  the
employment  of  private  detectives  in  Ohio.
The process was akin to a puzzle, with each
statistical  test  serving as another  piece in
the larger  picture.  We'll  admit,  there  were
moments where we felt a bit like statistical
Sherlock Holmeses, deducing patterns and
correlations  with  the  same  fervor  as
uncovering a baffling case.

After sifting through the data and subjecting
it to rigorous statistical analyses, we arrived
at  our  "Eureka!"  moment.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.7457735 stood before us as
a testament to  the unexpected connection
between the name Mara and the demand
for private detectives in Ohio. It was as if we
had  stumbled  upon  a  statistical  treasure
map, guiding us to this peculiar association.
It's  moments  like  these  that  make  all  the
hours spent squinting at spreadsheets and
programming scripts feel like we were part
of a statistical detective novel – "The Case
of the Correlating Names" or "The Mystery
of Mara's Influence," if you will.

Furthermore,  to  ensure  the  robustness  of
our  findings,  we  employed  a  series  of
sensitivity analyses and cross-validated our
results using different statistical models. Our
goal  was  to  treat  this  peculiar  correlation
with  the  same  level  of  scrutiny  as  a
detective  scrutinizing  alibis.  By  subjecting
our  data  to  various  analytical  techniques,
we  aimed  to  fortify  the  reliability  and
credibility  of  our  findings,  leaving  no
statistical stone unturned – pun intended.

In the spirit  of  academic transparency,  we
acknowledge the inherent limitations of our
study.  While  the  data  sources  utilized
provided  comprehensive  insights  into  the
frequency  of  the  name  Mara  and  the
employment  of  private  detectives  in  Ohio,
our analysis could not ascertain causation.
The nature of observational data precludes

us from making conclusive claims about the
direct  influence  of  the  name Mara on the
demand  for  private  investigators.
Nonetheless, the strength of the correlation
and the sheer eccentricity of the association
warrant  further  investigation  and
speculation,  much like the cliffhanger  of  a
good detective series.

Alas,  as  we  completed  our  data  analysis
and  statistical  escapade,  we  couldn't  help
but  feel  a  tinge  of  amusement  at  the
unexpected  connection  between  a  name
and an occupation. It appears that the name
Mara has a penchant for weaving statistical
mysteries  and  unraveling  enigmatic
patterns,  leaving  us  with  a  statistical
conundrum  worthy  of  further  exploration.
With that  said,  our methodological journey
comes  to  a  close,  leaving  us  with  the
lingering  sentiment  that  statistical
investigations can prove to be as enthralling
as a captivating detective tale.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  revealed  a
striking correlation between the popularity of
the  first  name  Mara  and  the  number  of
private detectives in Ohio. Over the 20-year
period from 2003 to 2022,  we observed a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7457735,
indicating  a  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  This  finding was as unexpected
as finding a magnifying glass in a haystack.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.5561780
suggested that approximately 55.6% of the
variation in the number of private detectives
in Ohio can be explained by the popularity
of  the  name  Mara.  To  put  it  in  detective
terms, it  seems that Mara might just be a
significant  "clue"  in  understanding  the
variations  in  the  demand  for  private
investigators in Ohio.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provided
strong evidence against the null hypothesis
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that  there  is  no  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Mara  and  the
number of  private detectives in Ohio.  This
result  was  as  statistically  significant  as
finding a fingerprint at the scene of a crime.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore,  the  scatterplot  in  Figure  1
visually  illustrates  the  remarkably  robust
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
name  Mara  and  the  number  of  private
detectives in Ohio. The figure left us with as
many  questions  as  an  unsolved  case  but
confirmed  the  unexpected  nature  of  this
correlation.

It appears that the name Mara may hold a
certain  allure  that  transcends  mere
nomenclature, attracting individuals with an
intrinsic inclination towards detective work.
We  couldn't  help  but  ponder  whether  the
name Mara  is  akin  to  a  secret  code  that
beckons  individuals  towards  the  world  of
mystery-solving in the Buckeye State.

In summary, our results provide compelling
evidence  of  an  intriguing  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Mara and the demand for private detectives
in  Ohio.  This  unforeseen  statistical
association  urges further  investigation  and
exploration into the enigmatic dynamics of
naming  trends  and  occupational
preferences. It seems that the name "Mara"
might just have a knack for weaving its own

tale in the world of statistics, leaving us all in
a state of amusement and contemplation.

5. Discussion

The  correlation  unveiled  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name Mara and  the
number  of  private  detectives  in  Ohio
showcases a peculiar statistical conundrum.
Our findings align with prior research on the
influence  of  names  on  societal  dynamics,
lending  support  to  the  idea  that
nomenclature holds unexpected sway over
occupational  preferences.  This  surprising
association affirms that the whimsical world
of  statistics  can be as unpredictable  as a
courtroom drama, with twists and turns that
leave us all on the edge of our seats.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7457735 lends weight  to  the notion  that
the  name  Mara  may  act  as  a  silent  yet
influential force in shaping the demand for
private  detectives  in  Ohio.  This  result
echoes the surprising linkages identified in
the  literature,  reinforcing  the  idea  that
names and occupations dance to the beat
of a mysterious drum, much like a recurring
motif in a detective novel.

It  seems  that  the  name  "Mara"  might  be
more  than  just  a  label;  it  could  be  a
harbinger of intrigue, beckoning individuals
to  unravel  mysteries  and  navigate  the
complexities of investigative work. Perhaps
the name holds an inexplicable allure that
draws individuals  towards  professions that
mirror  its  enigmatic  charm.  It's  as  if  each
"Mara"  carries  a  torch  for  the  art  of
detection, subtly predisposing them towards
careers that align with the very essence of
their  name,  much  like  a  literary  character
brought to life.

The  statistical  significance  stemming  from
the p-value of less than 0.01 reinforces the
notion  that  the  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Mara  and  the
number of private detectives in Ohio is not
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merely  a  chance  occurrence  but  an
intriguing  puzzle  that  demands  a  closer
inspection.  The  unexpected  nature  of  this
connection  evokes  the  sense  of  curiosity
and fascination that often accompanies the
unraveling  of  a  complex  case,  leaving  us
with  as  many  questions  as  a  cryptic
crossword puzzle – a fitting analogy given
the context.

In  contemplating  the  implications  of  our
findings, it is imperative to acknowledge the
nuanced  interplay  between  individual
names and their  resonance within specific
occupational landscapes. While our journey
into  the  statistical  hinterlands  of  name-
popularity correlations has left us with more
questions than answers,  it  has undeniably
opened a window into the captivating realm
of statistical anomalies that wear the cloak
of delightful absurdity.

In the end, our study signals the need for
further investigation into the intermingling of
names and occupations, urging researchers
to venture into the unpredictable terrain of
statistical  surprises  and  unexpected
correlations. The name "Mara" continues to
beckon us towards a deeper understanding
of its influence on the world of occupational
preferences  and  confounds  us  with  the
magnitude of  its  impact.  Who would  have
thought that a name could hold such sway
over  the  demand  for  private  detectives  in
Ohio? It's almost as puzzling as a detective
refusing  to  solve  a  case  because  it  was
"unpuzzling."

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
perplexing  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name Mara and  the
number  of  private  detectives  in  Ohio  has
uncovered  a  correlation  worthy  of  its  own
detective  novel.  With  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.7457735 and a p-value less
than 0.01, we find ourselves in the middle of
a statistical whodunit with Mara at its center.

It's almost as if the name itself is leaving us
clues  and  leading  us  on  an  intriguing
investigation  into  the  whimsical  world  of
statistical anomalies.

It  seems that  the  name Mara holds  more
than meets the eye, or should I say the "pi"?
(Statisticians  love a good math  pun,  don't
they?)  As  we  dig  deeper  into  this
unexpected  connection,  we  can't  help  but
ponder whether Mara's popularity acts as a
secret  signal  drawing  individuals  towards
the  enigmatic  world  of  private  detection.
After all, who wouldn't want to be involved in
a  real-life  "Mara-thon"  of  unraveling
mysteries? (I'll  be here all  week,  folks,  try
the veal!)

The  robustness  of  our  findings  suggests
that the allure of the name Mara may indeed
transcend  conventional  wisdom,  pulling
aspiring detectives into its orbit like moths to
a  statistically  significant  flame.  While  we
can't offer a conclusive explanation just yet,
one thing is for certain – the Mara-dian knot
between  this  name  and  the  demand  for
private eyes in Ohio is a statistical anomaly
deserving of further investigation.

Now, as much as we've thoroughly enjoyed
unraveling  this  statistical  mystery,  it's  time
for  us  to  hang  up  our  metaphorical
deerstalker  hat  and  assert  that  no  more
research is needed in this area. Our findings
are as solid as a well-constructed alibi, and
we leave it  to  future  researchers  to delve
into  other  surprising  connections  in  the
realm of names and occupations. As for the
name Mara, it looks like this statistical case
is closed!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


