
The Journal of Humorous Anthropology Vol. 110, No. 22, 2024
Copyleft 2024 by The Society for Investigative Naming Analysis ISSN 6287-5761/9/$53.00
Spuriously published by Tyler Vigen PII S7179-2814(3313)1118-8

Mara-mba: The Mara Name Popularity and the Stakeout Situation in 
Ohio
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In this impish investigation, we delve into the intriguing interconnectedness between the
frequency of the first name "Mara" and the employment of private detectives in the state of
Ohio.  Despite  initial  incredulity,  our  research  team  unearthed  a  positively  delightful
correlation coefficient of 0.7457735, with a p-value so tiny, it would make even the most
frugal  statistician  loosen  their  purse  strings.  Using  data  from the  US  Social  Security
Administration and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we examined the period spanning from
2003 to 2022, unearthing surprising relationships that tickled our academic fancy. Our
findings provide a whimsical twist to traditional perceptions of nomenclature in relation to
occupational demand, prompting us to ponder: is the name "Mara" inherently mysterious,
or are Ohioans simply keen on unraveling enigmatic enigmas? As we unravel this peculiar
correlation, we invite readers to join in the mischievous merriment of our research and
uncover the unexpected connections hiding in plain sight.

Introduction

The  relationship  between  personal  nomenclature
and occupational trends has long been a subject of
academic curiosity. While the influence of names on
various  aspects  of  life  has  been  explored,  from
career  success  to  romantic  encounters,  the
intersection of monikers and labor market dynamics
continues  to  provide  fertile  ground  for  scholarly
amusement. In the realm of occupational enigmas,
the connection between the popularity  of the first
name  "Mara"  and  the  prevalence  of  private
detectives in the state of Ohio presents a particularly
piquant  puzzle.  Our  inquiry,  dubbed "Mara-mba,"
embarks on a lighthearted journey to untangle the
whimsical  web  of  associations  between
nomenclature and sleuthing in the Buckeye State.

The etymological origins of the name "Mara" add a
touch of mystery to our investigation. Derived from
various  linguistic  roots,  the  name  "Mara"  carries

connotations  ranging  from  bitterness  to  strength,
rendering it a tantalizing canvas upon which to paint
the  portrait  of  occupational  predilections.  With  a
sprinkle of jest and a dash of academic rigor, we set
out to elucidate whether the name "Mara" harbors
an inherent allure for the cloak-and-dagger world of
private  investigation,  or  if,  as  some  may
whimsically  ponder,  the  citizens  of  Ohio  simply
possess  an insatiable  penchant  for  peering  behind
the veil of secrecy.

As  we  embark  on  this  mischievous  journey,  we
acknowledge  the  skepticism  that  may  greet  our
study.  The  concept  of  a  correlation  between  the
frequency  of  a  given  name  and  the  demand  for
detective services may, at first glance, elicit a raised
eyebrow  or  a  stifled  chuckle.  However,  it  is
precisely  in  the  unexpected  and  the  peculiar  that
scholarly amusement often finds its most fertile soil.
Our foray into this curious correlation may serve as
a tantalizing reminder to take nothing for granted,
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and  to  approach  even  the  most  improbable
relationships with a hint of whimsy and an arched
eyebrow.

Bounding along the labyrinthine corridors of name
popularity  and  occupational  proclivities,  our
investigation aims to delight, provoke, and inspire.
In the tradition of scholarly revelry, we invite fellow
academics and merrymakers alike to embark on this
merry jaunt through the statistical  thickets, and to
join  us  in  uncovering the unexpected connections
that lay hidden in the everyday fabric of existence.
As we delve deeper into the playful peculiarities of
our findings, we shall weave a tapestry of delight,
imbuing the staid mantle of academic inquiry with
the mirthful spark of lighthearted mischief.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Historically,  the  association  between  names  and
occupational  propensities  has  received  scholarly
attention, with studies diving into realms as diverse
as  the  impact  of  initials  on  professional  success
(Jones,  2014)  and  the  correlation  between  last
names  and  specific  professions  (Smith,  2017).
However,  our  whimsical  pursuit  ventures  into the
uncharted  territory  of  the  link  between  the
popularity of the first name "Mara" and the demand
for private detectives in Ohio.

In "The Nomenclature Nexus: A Multidimensional
Analysis  of  Name-Occupation  Confluences,"  Doe
and  Johnson  (2019)  delve  into  the  intriguing
interplay  between  nomenclature  and  professional
inclinations,  shedding  light  on  the  nuanced
relationships  that  exist  beyond  the  surface.  This
expansive analysis serves as a springboard for our
mirthful exploration, offering a scholarly nod to the
delightful dance of names and occupations.

Turning  to  a  more  lighthearted  review  of  the
thematic  undercurrents,  "The  Secret  Garden  of
Surnames:  A  Floral  Perspective  on  Name-
Occupation  Cohesion"  by  Blooming  and  Petal
(2016) adds a touch of whimsy to the often-serious
terrain of name studies, laying the groundwork for

our  playful  investigation  into  the  flourishing
connections between names and professions.

In a further departure from traditional scholarship,
"The Sherlock Syndrome: Investigating the Impact
of  Name  Allure  on  Professional  Pursuits"  by
Mystery and Riddle (2018) offers a tongue-in-cheek
analysis  of  the  influence  of  intriguing  names  on
career choices, setting the stage for our lighthearted
scrutiny of the enigmatic appeal of the name "Mara"
in the context of sleuthing in Ohio.

Now, departing from the staid confines of scholarly
literature, let us venture into the realm of fiction for
a brief moment of frivolity. In the whimsical world
of non-scientific prose, the novel "The Mysterious
Case  of  Mara's  Moniker"  by  Sleuthington  (2005)
spins  a  tale  of  clandestine escapades,  providing a
fanciful  glimpse  into  the  fantastical  allure  of  the
name "Mara" and its potential sway over the private
detective profession.

Likewise,  the  iconic  literary  work  "Gumshoe
Galore:  Tales  of  Trench-Coated  Tidings"  by  Noir
(2012) offers a playful romp through the world of
gumshoe  escapades,  hinting  at  the  tantalizing
mystique  that  may be associated  with  names that
evoke a sense of intrigue and enigma.

For  a  touch  of  visual  levity,  our  research  team
engaged  with  popular  culture  for  inspiration,
delving  into  the  serpentine  world  of  televised
sleuthing.  The  enthralling  escapades  portrayed  in
shows such as "Mara Mysteries" and "Private Eye
Mara"  offered  a  glimpse  into  the  layers  of  allure
that  encapsulate  the  titular  name,  prompting  our
playful ponderings on the potential magnetism that
the  name  "Mara"  holds  for  the  world  of  private
investigation.

As we traverse the scholarly, the fanciful, and the
purely  entertaining  realms  of  inspiration,  our
journey through the underbrush of name popularity
and  occupational  peculiarities  takes  on  a
multifaceted  hue,  inviting  readers  to  join  us  in
unraveling  the  unexpected  connections  that  await
discovery.
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METHODOLOGY

To accomplish the whimsical feat of unraveling the
elusive link between the popularity of the first name
"Mara"  and  the  number  of  private  detectives  in
Ohio,  our  research  team  embarked  on  an
adventurous  journey  through  the  data  realms,
employing a blend of meticulous statistical analysis
and a measure of mischievous merriment. Our data
collection  effort  encompassed the  time span from
2003 to 2022, drawing from sources that included
the  archives  of  the  US  Social  Security
Administration and the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Our  initial  step  in  this  melodious  pursuit  was  to
harmonize the data on the frequency of the name
"Mara"  with  the  employment  figures  for  private
detectives  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  We harmoniously
combined  these  disparate  datasets,  ensuring  that
each  observation  was  serenely  aligned  with  the
corresponding  time  period  and  geographical
location.  Much  like  a  whimsical  symphony
conductor, we coordinated these data ensembles to
create a coherent cacophony of information, ready
to  be  dissected  and  scrutinized  in  the  pursuit  of
scholarly revelry.

Following  this  harmonious  gathering  of  data,  our
research  team  unleashed  the  boisterous  power  of
statistical  analysis  to  discern  the  extent  of
correlation  between  the  two  variables  of  interest:
the popularity of the name "Mara" and the number
of private detectives in Ohio. With a twinkle in our
eyes and a fervent desire for academic amusement,
we  employed  the  venerable  Pearson  correlation
coefficient to quantify the strength and direction of
this  association.  Such  statistical  tomfoolery
facilitated  a  nuanced  understanding  of  the
relationship  between  the  enchanting  appellation
"Mara"  and  the  enigmatic  world  of  private
investigation.

In parallel to our statistical pursuits, we engaged in
a whimsical exploration of time series analysis  to
discern  any  tantalizing  temporal  patterns  in  the
interplay  of  name popularity  and  the  demand  for

clandestine  inquiry  in  Ohio.  Through  the  artful
application  of  seasonal  decomposition  and  time
series modeling, we sought to illuminate the quirky
rhythms  underlying  the  ebb  and  flow  of  these
phenomena,  akin  to  unravelling  the  delightful
cadence of a convoluted jest.

With  our  data  harmonized,  our  statistical
calculations executed, and our metaphorical cap and
bells securely in place, we pranced into the realm of
hypothesis  testing,  subjecting  our  findings  to  the
whimsical  scrutiny  of  permutation  tests  and
bootstrapping methods. These analytical antics not
only entertained our scholarly sensibilities but also
provided  robust  validation  of  the  delightful
correlations unearthed in our seemingly improbable
quest.

Thus fortified with an arsenal of statistical whimsy
and unshaken by the skeptically arched eyebrows of
our peers, we present our meticulously mischievous
methodology as a testament to the joyous pursuit of
academic revelry in the face of the unexpected and
the unconventional.

RESULTS

Correlation Analysis

The fruition of our unorthodox inquiry, Mara-mba,
has yielded a correlation coefficient of 0.7457735, a
coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  of
0.5561780,  and  a  p-value  (p  <  0.01)  that  would
make even the most frugal statistician loosen their
purse strings. The correlation coefficient suggests a
strong positive relationship between the frequency
of the first name "Mara" and the number of private
detectives employed in Ohio.  This  finding tickled
our academic fancy and prompted us to muse about
the enigmatic allure of this particular nomenclature
in the Buckeye State.

Figure  1  presents  a  scatterplot  that  visually
encapsulates  the  robust  correlation  we uncovered,
where  each  data  point  signifies  a  whimsical
connection  between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Mara"  and  the  clandestine  endeavors  of  private
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detectives in Ohio. A veritable tapestry of intrigue
unfolds  as  the  scatterplot  weaves  a  captivating
narrative of hidden truths and covert inquiries. It's
almost as if the data itself is donning a deerstalker
hat  and  brandishing  a  magnifying glass,  ready  to
embark on its own sleuthing escapade.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Discussion of Findings

The  unexpected  robust  correlation  between  the
prevalence of the name "Mara" and the employment
of  private  detectives  in  Ohio  invites  scholarly
pondering and lighthearted merriment. Could it be
that  the  name  "Mara"  exudes  an  innate  aura  of
enigma and mystique,  thus piquing the interest  of
aspiring sleuths across the state? Or, in a whimsical
twist of fate, are Ohioans simply smitten with the
idea  of  unraveling  clandestine  puzzles,  turning to
the cloak-and-dagger world of private investigation
as an embodiment of their insatiable curiosity?

Our findings add a delightful twist to the traditional
understanding  of  how  nomenclature  intertwines
with  occupational  inclinations.  The  connection
between  the  name  "Mara"  and  the  demand  for
private  detective  services  in  Ohio,  while  initially
met with incredulity, now stands as a testament to
the  power  of  academic  whimsy  and  the
serendipitous intersections that abound in the world
of data. It appears that the mysterious allure of the
name "Mara" may very well play a part in shaping
the  occupational  landscape  of  the  Buckeye  State,
prompting us to playfully ponder the intricacies of
nomenclature and occupational phenomena.

The correlations unveiled through our mischievous
inquiry open the door to  further  explorations into
the  whimsical  world  of  name  popularity  and  its
quirky connections to occupational realms. As we
conclude our delightful discourse on the marriage of
"Mara" and the magnifying glass, we invite fellow
academics  and  merrymakers  alike  to  join  us  in
uncovering  the  enchanting  revelations  and
unexpected  correlations  that  await  amid  the
labyrinth of scholarly revelry.

That's all folks!

DISCUSSION

The  robust  correlation  uncovered  in  our
investigation  leaves  us  in  a  state  of  ersatz
bewilderment and giddy excitement. Our results not
only bolster the previous scholarly musings about
the  connection  between  nomenclature  and
professional  predilections,  but  they  also  invite  a
whimsical  romp  through  the  labyrinth  of  name-
related occupational allure.

Harkening back to our review of the literature, the
work  of  Doe  and  Johnson  (2019)  laid  the
groundwork  for  our  merry  jaunt  into  the  link
between names and occupations, and lo and behold,
our findings have marched merrily in step with their
scholarly  footsteps.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7457735  pairs  harmoniously  with  the  scholarly
ode to the nuanced relationships between monikers
and  professional  inclinations,  bringing  a
mischievous twinkle to this otherwise staid realm of
academia.

Similarly,  the  waggish  analysis  of  Mystery  and
Riddle (2018), which playfully probed the impact of
intriguing names on career choices, now dances an
impromptu jig of validation in light of our findings.
The allure of the name "Mara" seems to have cast a
spell  on  the  occupational  pursuits  of  Ohioans,
beckoning them toward the cloak-and-dagger world
of private investigation with a sly wink and a nod.

Moving beyond scholarly nods, our results also bear
a  playful  resonance  with  the  levity  of  popular
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culture  references  we  indulged  in.  The  televised
escapades  of  "Mara  Mysteries"  and  "Private  Eye
Mara"  now  appear  as  not  just  fanciful  flights  of
scripted fancy, but as tantalizing mirrors reflecting
the very real magnetism that the name "Mara" holds
for the private investigation profession in Ohio.

In  light  of  these  chuckle-worthy  reflections,  it
becomes  evident  that  our  findings  do  not  simply
stand  as  isolated  data  points  but  rather  form  the
whimsical chorus of a scholarly merriment echoing
across  the  corridors  of  academic  inquiry.  As  we
twirl  through this  delightful discourse,  we beckon
our fellow academics to join us in uncovering the
enchanting revelations and unexpected correlations
that await amid the labyrinth of slippery scholarly
revelry.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study,  "Mara-mba:  The  Mara
Name  Popularity  and  the  Stakeout  Situation  in
Ohio,"  has  unveiled  a  mysteriously  delightful
correlation between the frequency of the first name
"Mara" and the employment of private detectives in
Ohio.  The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7457735  and  a  p-value  so  small  it's  practically
invisible  have  led  us  to  muse  on  the  whimsical
connections between nomenclature and clandestine
inquiries.  It  seems  that  the  name  "Mara"  may
indeed  possess  an  enigmatic  allure  that  beckons
aspiring  sleuths  in  the  Buckeye  State,  or  perhaps
Ohioans  are  simply  captivated  by  the  allure  of
unraveling secretive puzzles.

As we wrap up this lighthearted investigation,  we
can't  help  but  indulge  in  a  moment  of  scholarly
whimsy. It's almost as if the data itself has donned a
deerstalker hat and brandished a magnifying glass,
ready to embark on its own sleuthing escapade. Our
findings  add  a  delightful  twist  to  the  traditional
understanding  of  how  names  intertwine  with
occupational inclinations, showcasing the power of
academic  playfulness  and  the  serendipitous
intersections that abound in the world of data.

Despite the temptation to continue this mischievous
journey  into  the  whimsical  world  of  name
popularity  and  its  quirky  connections  to
occupational realms, we firmly assert that no further
research is needed in this area. It's time to bid adieu
to  "Mara-mba"  and  leave  it  as  a  whimsical,  yet
undoubtedly meaningful,  addition  to  the  scholarly
tapestry. After all, we wouldn't want to overstay our
welcome in the land of  statistical  tomfoolery and
whimsical correlations.

That's  all  folks!  Keep  sleuthing  and  stay
mischievous!
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