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ABSTRACT

Milk and Crime: A Tennessee Time

The relationship between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee has been a
topic  of  utter  curiosity  and  bewilderment.  Despite  the  udder  absurdity  of  such  an
investigation, our research team conducted a thorough analysis of data from the USDA
and  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information  Services  to  moo-ve  beyond  the  anecdotal
evidence. We assessed the time period from 1990 to 2021 to determine whether any
meaningful connection between milk consumption and burglaries existed. Surprise! We
found a noteworthy correlation coefficient of 0.9613492 and p < 0.01, which raises the
question:  does  "got  milk"  imply  "got  mischief"?  Our  findings  suggest  a  possible
association  between  increased  milk  consumption  and  a  rise  in  burglaries,  but  the
causation remains as elusive as the source of the Milky Way. As we churn through
these findings, we are reminded of the age-old question: If you steal someone's milk, is
it considered a dairy heist?
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I. Introduction

     The relationship between dietary habits and criminal behavior has long been a topic of interest

in the fields of criminology and public health. While the old saying "you are what you eat" might

be a bit of a stretch when it comes to crime, it is worth exploring whether there is any merit to 

the idea that one's choice of beverage could be linked to unlawful activities. In this study, we 

delve into the "udder"ly fascinating correlation between milk consumption and burglaries in 

Tennessee, aiming to shed light on this unusual association. 

     As researchers, we often find ourselves in the unique position of un"herd"ing unexpected 

relationships in data. It is not uncommon for statistical analysis to produce findings that seem 

quite "moo"ving, even if they defy conventional wisdom or the laws of causality. Our 

investigation into the consumption of milk and its potential impact on crime rates in Tennessee is

no exception. While it may sound like a "moo-t" point to some, our findings paint a picture that 

is both thought-provoking and, dare we say, "legendairy."

     Taking a closer look at the data, we encountered a correlation that was "milk-iously" strong, 

with a coefficient of 0.9613492 and a p-value less than 0.01. This robust relationship was quite 

"udderly" unexpected, prompting us to consider whether there might be a "creamy" connection 

between the two variables. While we hesitate to jump to "conclu-sips," our findings certainly 

warrant further exploration and may lead to a "bovine" revelation in the field of criminology.

     It is important to acknowledge that correlation does not imply causation, and we must tread 

carefully when interpreting these results. The notion that milk consumption could be associated 

with an increased likelihood of burglaries may seem "lactose-intolerable" to some. However, as 
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researchers, it is our duty to approach the data with an open mind and a willingness to entertain 

even the most "moo-t" hypotheses. After all, in the world of statistics, sometimes the un"herd" of

cannot be dismissed outright.

     In light of these findings, we invite our readers to consider the potential implications of a link 

between milk consumption and criminal behavior. While the idea of a "moo-tive" for burglary 

may seem far-fetched, our research suggests that there may be more to the old adage "got milk" 

than meets the eye. As we endeavor to understand the mechanisms at play, we are left pondering 

the age-old question: Is there something inherently "dairy-ious" about the allure of a glass of 

milk that leads individuals down a nefarious path? We cannot help but wonder if, in the world of 

crime, the "milk of human kindness" might be more closely intertwined with the "cereal" 

mischief than we previously imagined.

II. Literature Review

In their study, Smith and Doe (2010) investigate the potential link between dietary habits and 

criminal behavior, focusing specifically on the consumption of dairy products and property 

crimes. Their analysis reveals a moderate positive correlation between milk intake and burglaries

in a sample of U.S. states, prompting further exploration of this unexpected association. 

Similarly, Jones et al. (2015) examine the relationship between calcium-rich beverages and 

antisocial activities, finding intriguing patterns that raise questions about the role of milk 

consumption in deviant behavior. These initial findings lay the groundwork for our investigation 

into the connection between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee.
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Turning to non-fiction publications, "The Big Moo: Stop Trying to Be Perfect and Start Being 

Remarkable" by Seth Godin presents insights into the nature of human behavior and societal 

norms, offering a fresh perspective on the "moo-ving" forces that drive individuals to engage in 

criminal activities. Furthermore, "Got Milked? The Great Dairy Deception and Why You'll 

Thrive Without Milk" by Alissa Hamilton explores the cultural significance of milk consumption

and its potential ramifications, shedding light on the complex dynamics at play within the dairy 

industry.

On a more whimsical note, the fiction novel "The Cows" by Dawn O'Porter takes a satirical view

of societal expectations and unconventional choices, drawing parallels to the "udderly" peculiar 

correlation between milk consumption and burglaries in our study. Likewise, "Moo-Moo and the 

Three Witches" by Myller and Bednar depicts magical shenanigans with a bovine twist, offering 

a lighthearted parallel to the enigmatic relationship between milk and mischief.

Drawing inspiration from the world of board games, the classic title "Clue" provides an 

allegorical representation of the investigative process, reminding researchers that uncovering 

unexpected correlations requires both keen observation and a willingness to entertain seemingly 

outlandish possibilities. Similarly, "Catan: Dairy Edition" playfully integrates the concept of 

resource management with the nuances of agricultural production, serving as a metaphor for the 

intricate dynamics underlying our exploration of dairy consumption and criminal behavior.

As we traverse the diverse landscape of literature and entertainment, we are reminded that the 

inexplicable link between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee continues to captivate 

the imagination, prompting us to ponder the intricate interplay between dietary choices and 

unlawful activities. In pondering these peculiar parallels, we contemplate the timeless question: 

If a cow commits a crime, would it be considered a "moo-dunnit"?
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III. Methodology

To examine the relationship between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee, our research

employed a multi-faceted approach, utilizing data spanning from 1990 to 2021. The data utilized 

in this study was primarily sourced from the USDA, with additional information obtained from 

the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services. 

The first step in our methodology involved analyzing the per capita milk consumption in 

Tennessee over the specified time period. This data provided us with a comprehensive overview 

of milk intake, allowing us to assess any potential fluctuations and trends in consumption. In 

essence, we endeavored to milk the data for all it was worth. 

Next, we turned our attention to the incidence of burglaries in Tennessee during the same 

timeframe. This involved poring over crime statistics, identifying patterns, and looking for any 

correlations with the patterns observed in milk consumption. This phase of the research was 

undoubtedly a "grate" undertaking, as we sought to slice through the data to extract meaningful 

insights.

Having gathered the relevant data, we proceeded to conduct a series of regression analyses to 

ascertain the statistical relationship between milk consumption and burglaries. We employed 

various models to tease out any potential associations, making sure to "curdle" any assumptions 

that could compromise the rigor of our analysis. 

Furthermore, in an effort to account for potential confounding variables, we conducted a 

thorough review of socioeconomic indicators, population demographics, and other contextual 
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factors that could influence both milk consumption and burglary rates. This exploration helped to

ensure that our findings were not merely a case of spurious correlation, but a robust reflection of 

the interplay between milk and mischief in Tennessee. 

In order to ensure the validity and reliability of our findings, we also undertook sensitivity 

analyses and cross-validated our models using different time periods and subsets of the data. This

process ensured that our results were not merely a "flash in the pan," but rather a consistent 

pattern deserving of exploration. 

Finally, we applied various statistical tests to quantify the strength of the relationship between 

milk consumption and burglaries, producing a correlation coefficient that was "moo-rely" 

astonishing and a p-value that was quite "udderly" convincing. 

In the words of the great Louis Pasteur, "In the field of observation, chance favors only the 

prepared mind." We trust that our rigorous methodology and thorough analysis have positioned 

us to present these findings with resounding confidence, laying the groundwork for future 

research and contemplation into the curious connection between milk and mischief.

IV. Results

     The time period from 1990 to 2021 revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9613492 

between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee, indicating a remarkably strong positive 

relationship. This result is "moo-ving" in its magnitude, suggesting that as milk consumption 

increased, so did the occurrence of burglaries in the state. The r-squared value of 0.9241923 

further underscores the robustness of this association, offering substantial support for the notion 
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that there is more than meets the eye behind the innocuous act of drinking milk. The p-value of 

less than 0.01 solidifies the statistical significance of this correlation, rendering it a finding that 

cannot be dismissed as mere "cow-incidence."

     The figure (Fig. 1) accompanying this analysis visually depicts the clear positive relationship 

between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee. Much like a glass of milk, the 

correlation is crystal clear, leaving little room for doubt. However, one cannot resist the urge to 

ask: "Is this what they meant by 'don't cry over spilled milk'?"

     While the nature of causation remains a conundrum, the data indisputably point to a 

noteworthy connection between these seemingly unrelated variables. It seems that in the realm of

statistical relationships, sometimes the answers are hidden in the unlikeliest of places – much 

like finding a needle in a haystack. This leads us to contemplate whether, in the grand scheme of 

things, the phrase "milk it for all it's worth" takes on a whole new significance in the context of 

criminal behavior.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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     As researchers, we are reminded that correlation does not imply causation, and to jump to 

conclusions would be as reckless as milking a wild cow. Nevertheless, the implications of our 

findings are nothing to be scoffed at. The unexpected interplay of milk consumption and 

burglaries in Tennessee raises a myriad of questions, not the least of which is whether we have 

overlooked a dairy serious factor in understanding criminal behavior. After all, when it comes to 

research, sometimes the only way out is through – or in this case, "moo."

     In conclusion, our findings shed light on a perplexing association that challenges conventional

wisdom and beckons further exploration. As we embark on the next phase of inquiry, we are 

reminded that in the world of research, the unexpected can be both perplexing and "udderly" 

intriguing. For now, the question lingers: do we dare to milk this connection for all it's worth, or 

should we simply raise a toast to the curious mysteries of statistical relationships?

V. Discussion

    

The findings of our study provide compelling support for the previously hypothesized connection

between milk consumption and burglaries in Tennessee. Our robust correlation coefficient of 

0.9613492 aligns with the moderate positive correlation observed in prior research by Smith and 

Doe (2010) and Jones et al. (2015). These results suggest that the "got milk" phenomenon may 

indeed imply "got mischief." It appears that the "dairy" implications of dietary choices on 

criminal behavior cannot be brushed aside as mere coincidence. One cannot help but ponder: if a 

burglar gets caught, do they cry over spilled milk?
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The literature review, while featuring some less conventional sources such as "The Cows" by 

Dawn O'Porter and "Moo-Moo and the Three Witches" by Myller and Bednar, playfully drew 

parallels to our earnest investigation, reinforcing the unexpected nature of this correlation. The 

whimsical likening of our study to the board game "Clue" and the concept of "Catan: Dairy 

Edition" reflects the necessity for researchers to entertain seemingly outlandish possibilities. 

After all, who would have thought that the dairy aisle and crime would have anything in 

common? 

The r-squared value of 0.9241923 further emphasizes the strong relationship between milk 

consumption and burglaries in Tennessee. This statistical robustness, combined with a p-value of 

less than 0.01, points to a notable association that cannot be overlooked. It seems that in 

statistical relationships, sometimes the answers truly are hidden in the unlikeliest of places – not 

unlike finding a needle in a haystack. It brings to mind the question: Is this what they meant by 

"don't cry over spilled milk"?

It is important to remember that correlation does not imply causation, and that researchers must 

not jump to conclusions as recklessly as milking a wild cow. Nevertheless, the implications of 

our findings raise a dairy serious challenge to conventional understanding of criminal behavior. 

Perhaps there is more to the phrase "milk it for all it's worth" than previously thought. As we 

ponder the enigmatic relationship between milk consumption and burglaries, we are reminded 

that sometimes, the only way out is through – or, in this case, "moo."

While we have "moo-ved" closer to understanding the association between milk consumption 

and burglaries in Tennessee, our study naturally gives rise to further questions and avenues for 

exploration. Nonetheless, for now, we must raise a toast to the curious mysteries of statistical 
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relationships and dare to milk this connection for all it's worth. After all, in the world of research,

the unexpected can be both perplexing and "udderly" intriguing.

VI. Conclusion

The findings of this study provide compelling evidence of a substantial correlation between milk 

consumption and burglaries in Tennessee. The "moo-ving" correlation coefficient of 0.9613492 

and a p-value less than 0.01 undoubtedly point to a remarkable association between these 

seemingly unrelated variables. It appears that as the dairy intake increased, so did the incidence 

of burglaries in the state. But before we start crying over spilled milk, it's crucial to acknowledge

that correlation does not imply causation.

The robustness of this relationship raises intriguing questions about the potential mechanisms at 

play. Could it be that individuals are "udderly" emboldened by a glass of milk, leading them to 

make snap (c)pereal decisions when it comes to property crimes? This unexpected connection 

certainly offers much food for thought, reminiscent of the old adage, "got milk, got mischief."

Despite the statistical significance of our findings, it is essential to approach them with cautious 

skepticism. After all, jumping to conclusions in research is as hazardous as telling a bad dairy 

joke – it's just not "brie-lliant." While it's tempting to milk this association for all it's worth, it is 

clear that more empirical evidence and theoretical exploration are needed to unravel the 

causative underpinnings of this intriguing correlation.

In light of these findings, we confidently assert that further research in this area is not needed. 

The substantial correlation coefficient and statistical significance of this association speak for 
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themselves, and we are left with the dairy-licious conclusion that milk consumption and 

burglaries in Tennessee are indeed surprisingly connected. So, let's raise a glass of milk to the 

curious mysteries of statistical relationships and leave the rest to be churned over by future 

researchers.
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