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Hydropower has long been recognized as a sustainable and renewable energy source, contributing 
significantly to the global energy landscape. However, its potential interplay with the count of 
operating nuclear power plants on a global scale has been a point of contention. Our research team 
was determined to shed light on this matter, despite the tantalizingly murky waters of statistical 
analysis. Analyzing data from the Energy Information Administration and Statista, we embarked on 
our scientific quest with an unwavering conviction reminiscent of a river cascading through a 
verdant valley. Our findings revealed a surprisingly robust correlation between the hydropower 
energy generated in Fiji and the global count of operating nuclear power plants, with a correlation 
coefficient of 0.7950384 and p < 0.01 for the years spanning 1983 to 2021. Just like a hydroelectric 
dam harnessing the power of flowing water, our research harnessed the power of data to uncover a 
connection that may have eluded many before us. It seems that Fiji's hydropower prowess is 
positively influencing the global landscape of nuclear energy, akin to the way a good dad joke 
irresistibly brightens up a conversation. Speaking of which, did you hear about the cross-eyed 
teacher who lost her job because she couldn't control her pupils? It's clear that the impact of 
hydropower extends beyond its geographical boundaries, creating a ripple effect throughout the 
energy sector. In conclusion, our study establishes a noteworthy relationship between the 
hydropower energy generated in Fiji and the global count of operating nuclear power plants, 
presenting a vista of possibilities for future research and policy implications. Just as a dam directs 
the flow of water, our findings direct attention to the intricate interconnectedness of energy sources 
worldwide.

As the world grapples with the challenges
of energy sustainability and security, the
quest  for  renewable energy  sources  has
become  as  intense  as  a  caffeine-fueled
debate  on  the  best  method  for  brewing
coffee.  Hydropower,  in  particular,  has
emerged as a top contender in this race,
offering  a  clean  and  renewable  energy
option  that  has  the  potential  to  make
quite a splash in the global energy scene.
It's almost like the Eureka moment when
Archimedes  ran  through  the  streets
shouting  "Hydropower!"  –  except  we
prefer to convey our findings in a slightly
more subdued manner.

However,  amidst  the  grandeur  of
hydropower's  ascent,  the  potential

relationship  between  this  renewable
energy  source  and  the  global  count  of
operating nuclear power plants has often
been  shrouded  in  enigma,  akin  to  a
clandestine meeting of electrons in a far-
off  nucleus.  This  mysterious  connection
has  left  many  scratching  their  heads  in
perplexity,  much  like  a  perplexed
mathematician  trying  to  solve  a  water-
themed riddle: "Why was the math book
sad? Because it had too many problems."

Harnessing  the  power  of  statistical
analysis, our research aimed to shed light
on this submerged relationship, bringing
it to the surface for all  to see. We dove
into  the  depths  of  data,  navigating
through the intricate currents of  energy

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



statistics  with  the  determination  of  a
salmon  swimming  upstream  –  albeit
armed with more Excel spreadsheets and
fewer predators.

Our path led us to Fiji, a nation known not
only for  its  breathtaking landscapes and
warm  hospitality  but  also  for  its
exceptional hydropower potential. Like a
treasure  hunter  discovering  a  trove  of
ancient  artifacts,  we  unearthed  a
surprising  correlation  between  the
hydropower energy generated in Fiji and
the  global  count  of  operating  nuclear
power  plants.  It  seems  that  Fiji's
hydropower  prowess  is  making  waves,
weaving an unseen thread that connects
its  energy  output  to  the  broader  global
landscape of nuclear power. Much like the
unexpected  punchline  to  a  science-
themed dad joke, this correlation adds a
tantalizing  twist  to  the  narrative  of
renewable and nuclear energy interplay.

In  this  paper,  we  unveil  our  findings,
drawing attention to this novel connection
and its  implications  for  the  intertwining
paths of renewable and nuclear energy on
a  global  scale.  Just  as  a  hydroelectric
turbine converts  the force of  water  into
electrical  power,  our  research  aims  to
illuminate the previously murky waters of
energy interdependencies, paving the way
for a more comprehensive understanding
of the evolving energy landscape.

LITERATURE REVIEW

A plethora of studies have delved into the
multifaceted  realm of  renewable  energy
and  its  potential  impacts  on  the  global
energy  matrix.  Smith  et  al.  (2018)
examined the geographical distribution of
hydropower  resources,  while  Doe  and
Jones (2019) conducted a comprehensive
analysis  of  nuclear  power  plant
operations  worldwide.  However,  none
seemed to connect the dots between Fiji's
hydropower  output  and  the  count  of
operating  nuclear  power  plants  at  a
global scale quite like our research does.

Turning  to  non-fiction  resources,
"Renewable  Energy:  Power  for  a
Sustainable  Future"  by  Godfrey  Boyle
provides  an  in-depth  exploration  of
hydropower's  role  in  the  renewable
energy  landscape.  On  the  other  hand,
"Nuclear  Power:  A  Very  Short
Introduction"  by Maxwell  Irvine offers a
concise  yet  comprehensive  overview  of
nuclear  power  plants  and  their  global
prevalence.

Venturing into the realm of fiction,  "The
Power"  by  Naomi  Alderman  presents  a
speculative  narrative  where  women
develop the ability to generate electrical
energy within their bodies. Meanwhile, in
Michael Crichton's "Next," the plot delves
into the ethical and legal complexities of
genetic  research,  drawing  parallel  with
the  ethical  considerations  surrounding
nuclear power.

In a surprisingly unconventional method,
we  also  perused  various  CVS  receipts,
hoping to find hidden clues and wisdom
regarding  the  interconnectedness  of
hydropower in Fiji  with the global count
of  operating  nuclear  power  plants.
Surprisingly,  we  found  only  coupons  for
toothpaste,  a  pack  of  gum,  and  an
inexplicable  amount  of  printer  ink  -  an
enigma as perplexing as the relationship
we sought to elucidate.

As our journey through the literature took
us to unexpected places, we were struck
by  the  realization  that  sometimes,  the
most  unexpected  sources  can  offer
insight.  That  realization  is  like  an  old
electricity  joke:  Why  did  the  scarecrow
win  an  award?  Because  he  was
outstanding in his field! As we continue to
piece together the puzzle of global energy
interdependencies,  we  find  ourselves
inspired  by  the  unexpected  and
determined to shed light on even the most
elusive connections.

METHODOLOGY

To unravel the enigmatic dance between
hydropower energy in Fiji and the global
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count of operating nuclear power plants,
our research team embarked on a journey
through the digital  wilderness in  search
of the elusive data treasures. Armed with
an insatiable curiosity and a few cups of
coffee for sustained brainpower akin to a
hydropower turbine fueled by the surging
waters, we scoured the virtual realms of
the  Energy  Information  Administration
and  Statista.  Our  treasure  map  led  us
through  the  intricate  labyrinths  of
databases  and  spreadsheets,  navigating
the  digital  terrain  with  gallant
perseverance  and  the  occasional  battle
cry  of  "I  love  spreadsheets  more than I
love puns – and that's saying a lot!"

As we embarked on our daring quest, we
constructed  a  time  machine  to  voyage
through the historical data from 1983 to
2021,  gathering  information  on  the
energy  output  of  Fiji's  hydropower
alongside  the  global  count  of  operating
nuclear power plants. The data collection
process  involved  the  careful  curation  of
information  reminiscent  of  a  curator
piecing  together  artifacts  in  a  museum,
but with more keyboard tapping and less
dusting  off  ancient  relics.  Our  team's
meticulous  attention  to  detail  ensured
that the data points stood out like shining
beacons  amidst  the  endless  sea  of
numbers, much like discovering a hidden
joke in a pile of serious research papers –
a particularly dad-worthy discovery, if you
ask me.

Through the art of statistical analysis, we
donned  our  metaphorical  Sherlock
Holmes  hats  and  magnifying  glasses  to
unravel  the  mystery  of  the
interconnection  between  Fiji's
hydropower and the global nuclear power
landscape.  Employing  techniques  like
regression  analysis  and  correlation
studies,  we  chased  after  the  threads  of
association  with  the  tenacity  of  a
bloodhound on a scent, although our trail
was  strewn  with  data  points  instead  of
scents.  The  resulting  statistical  metrics
were  akin  to  deciphering  cryptic
messages  left  by  a  mischievous  riddle-
loving ghost – challenging, yet ultimately
revealing.

In  addition  to  statistical  analysis,  we
engaged in in-depth literature review akin
to sifting through ancient scrolls in search
of  lost  knowledge,  albeit  with  less  dust
and more search filters.  This  panoramic
exploration of existing research provided
a  panoramic  view  of  the  current
landscape, allowing us to identify gaps in
understanding and pave the way for our
groundbreaking  insights  in  the  realm of
hydropower and nuclear energy interplay.

Unearthing  the  hidden  connections
between Fiji's hydropower energy output
and the global count of operating nuclear
power  plants  required  a  symphony  of
methodological approaches – a maestro's
combination of data collection, statistical
analysis,  and  literature  synthesis  that
harmonized into a crescendo of scientific
discovery. Just like a well-crafted pun, our
methodology  merged  precision  with  a
touch  of  whimsy,  lighting  the  path
towards  a  deeper  understanding  of  the
symbiotic relationship between renewable
and nuclear energy.

RESULTS

The  results  of  our  analysis  revealed  a
strong  and  positive  correlation  between
the hydropower energy generated in Fiji
and the global count of operating nuclear
power plants. Over the period of 1983 to
2021, we found a correlation coefficient of
0.7950384,  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6320860,  and  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01.  This  indicates  a  significant
relationship  between  the  two  variables,
with  hydropower energy  in  Fiji  exerting
an influential force on the global nuclear
power plant count.

Fig.  1 presents  a  scatterplot  illustrating
this robust correlation. It's almost as clear
as day, akin to a solar panel basking in the
full glory of the midday sun, revealing the
compelling link between Fiji's hydropower
production and the worldwide deployment
of nuclear energy. If this connection were
any  more  apparent,  it  would  practically
be singing "Don't Go Chasing Waterfalls"
in perfect harmony.
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Our  findings  suggest  that  Fiji's
hydropower  prowess  exerts  a  notable
impact  on  the  global  nuclear  energy
landscape,  akin  to  the  way  a  perfectly
timed pun leaves everyone groaning and
chuckling  in  equal  measure.  The
implications of this connection extend far
beyond the serene waters of  Fiji,  taking
root in the broader context of renewable
and nuclear energy integration. It's as if
Fiji's  hydropower  is  metaphorically
extending  a  helping  hand  to  nuclear
energy,  much  like  a  friendly  neighbor
offering sugar, albeit on a global scale.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  research  uncovers  a
captivating  relationship  between  the
hydropower energy generated in Fiji and
the  global  count  of  operating  nuclear
power  plants,  shedding  light  on  the
interconnected web of energy sources on
a worldwide scale. Just as a well-crafted
dad joke brings an unexpected twist to a
conversation, our findings add a delightful
and  thought-provoking  layer  to  the
ongoing discourse surrounding renewable
and nuclear energy interplay.

DISCUSSION

The correlation between the hydropower
energy  generated  in  Fiji  and  the  global
count of  operating nuclear power plants
unraveled  by  our  investigation  lends
credence  to  the  notion  that
interconnectedness  in  the  energy
landscape extends beyond what meets the

eye.  Just  as  Fiji's  cascading  waterfalls
powerfully propel its hydropower output,
it seems to subtly nudge the deployment
of  nuclear energy worldwide,  creating a
dynamic  dance  of  energy  sources.  This
correlation reaffirms, much like a sturdy
dam holds back the deluge, the significant
influence  of  hydropower  on  the  global
energy matrix.

Our findings are in line with Smith et al.
(2018), who highlighted the geographical
distribution of hydropower resources and
their  potential  impact  on  global  energy
dynamics,  reinforcing the pivotal  role of
Fiji's hydropower in the energy landscape
on a broader scale. Additionally, Doe and
Jones  (2019)  provided  insights  into  the
operations  of  nuclear  power  plants
globally,  setting  the  stage  for  our
exploration  of  the  interconnectedness
between Fiji's hydropower and the global
count of operating nuclear power plants.
It  appears that our research,  just  like a
classic dad joke, fits seamlessly into the
existing literature, adding an unexpected
yet  delightful  twist  to  the  discourse  on
renewable  and  nuclear  energy
interdependency.

Our  study  reinforces  the  relevance  of
unexpected sources, akin to perusing CVS
receipts,  in  offering  valuable  insights.
Much like the hidden wisdom waiting to
be deciphered in the unlikeliest of places,
these unexpected connections serve as a
reminder  to  cast  a  wide  net  when
exploring complex interrelationships. Just
as  every  good  joke  has  an  element  of
surprise,  our  research  harnessed
unexpected avenues to shed light on the
intricate  ties  between  renewable  and
nuclear energy.

However,  it's  important  to  note  the
limitations  of  our  study.  While  the
correlation between Fiji's hydropower and
the  global  count  of  operating  nuclear
power plants is undoubtedly intriguing, it
does not establish causation. It cannot be
implied that Fiji's hydropower is directly
driving the proliferation of nuclear energy
globally, much like how one cannot claim
that  parallel  lines  have  so  much  in
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common.  Nonetheless,  our  findings
present  a  compelling  foundation  for
future research endeavors, much like the
setup for a classic dad joke.

In the grand symphony of global energy
interdependencies,  Fiji's  hydropower
emerges as a key player, influencing the
deployment  of  nuclear  energy  like  a
masterful conductor guiding an orchestra.
As we delve deeper into the intricacies of
renewable and nuclear energy dynamics,
it  becomes increasingly  evident that the
harmonic  collaboration  between  various
energy  sources  holds  the  key  to  a
sustainable  and  resilient  energy  future.
Just as a harmonious blend of puns and
wit  enlivens  a  conversation,  the
interaction  between  hydropower  in  Fiji
and the global nuclear energy landscape
introduces  a  captivating  layer  to  the
ongoing  discourse  on  energy
sustainability and resilience.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  delved
into  the  intriguing  nexus  between  Fiji's
hydropower  energy  generation  and  the
global  count of operating nuclear power
plants,  revealing a correlation that is  as
striking  as  a  bolt  of  lightning  in  a
thunderstorm. The robust relationship we
uncovered,  with a correlation coefficient
of 0.7950384 and a p-value less than 0.01,
underscores  the  significant  impact  of
Fiji's  hydropower  prowess  on  the
worldwide deployment of nuclear energy.
It's  like  discovering  the  shocking  truth
behind a truly electrifying dad joke - you
can't  help  but  be  stunned  by  the
connection.

Our findings hold important implications
for  global  energy  policy  and  future
research endeavors. Just as a well-timed
pun can lighten the  mood in  any  room,
this correlation shines a spotlight on the
intricate  interplay  between  renewable
and  nuclear  energy  sources.  The
significance of Fiji's hydropower influence
extends  beyond  its  shores,  leaving  an
indelible mark on the broader landscape

of nuclear energy deployment. It's almost
like watching a skilled juggler seamlessly
integrating renewable and nuclear energy
balls in a captivating performance.

Having  unraveled  this  captivating
connection,  we  are  confident  that  no
further  research in  this  area  is  needed.
The  evidence  is  as  clear  as  a  cloudless
sky, and the potential for more 'powerful'
puns  has  been  thoroughly  tapped.  It's
time  to  'swim'  towards  new  research
'currents'  and  leave  this  'shocking'
revelation  to  brighten  up  the  world  of
renewable energy discourse.
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