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Abstract

This  paper  investigates  the  unexpected link between the number  of  traffic  technicians  in  the
Garden State of New Jersey and the frequency of Google searches for the eternal question, "Why
is the sky blue?" Utilizing data  from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google  Trends,  our
research  team  delved  into  this  peculiar  correlation  with  the  hope  of  shedding  light  on  this
seemingly unrelated pair. The analysis revealed a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.8094266
and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years 2004 to 2022. This suggests a strong statistical
relationship that cannot be dismissed as mere coincidence. It appears that as the population of
traffic technicians in New Jersey fluctuates, so does the inquisitiveness of individuals regarding
the color of the sky. It seems that the next time someone asks, "Why is the sky blue?", the answer
might be as simple as "Because the traffic technicians said so." Ah, the marvels of unexpected
correlations!

1.  Introduction

The field of research often uncovers surprising connections between seemingly unrelated
variables, leaving us scratching our heads and wondering, "Why didn't we think of that?"
Our study delves into one such unexpected correlation between the number of traffic
technicians in New Jersey and Google searches for the perennial question, "Why is the
sky  blue?"  It's  as  though  these  two  phenomena  decided  to  carpool  to  the  world  of
statistical significance!

Now, let's "merge" into the exciting world of data analysis and see how these seemingly
distant  dots  on  the  scatter  plot  of  life  come together.  This  research  aims  to  provide
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insights into the enigmatic relationship between terrestrial traffic and celestial curiosity,
all with a side of statistical flair.

There's  an  old  joke  that  says  TCP/IP is  two  things,  separated  by  a  common  name.
Similarly,  traffic  technicians and the color  of the sky may appear  to  be two separate
entities  with  little  in  common.  However,  our  research  reveals  an  intriguing link  that
tickles the funny bone of statistical analysis.

As we delve into the depths of this unexpected connection, we invite our readers to fasten
their  seatbelts  and  prepare  for  a  journey  through  the  highways  of  data  and  the
stratosphere of curiosity. So, grab your safety goggles and let's begin this exhilarating
ride through the lanes of statistical exploration!

2.  Literature Review

The surprising correlation between the number of traffic technicians in New Jersey and
Google searches for 'Why is the sky blue' has elicited both fascination and skepticism
among researchers.  Smith et  al.  (2015) found that  traffic  congestion and atmospheric
conditions have been explored extensively in the literature, but the relationship between
traffic technicians and celestial curiosity remains relatively uncharted. However, Doe and
Jones (2018) suggested that unexpected correlations often defy conventional wisdom and
present opportunities for novel insights.

As we navigate the unexpected junction of terrestrial traffic and celestial curiosity, it is
pertinent  to  consider  relevant  literature  and  sources  for  insight.  In  "The  Physics  of
Traffic: Empirical Freeway Pattern Features, Engineering Applications, and the Ultimate
Traffic  Control"  by  Miller  (2019),  the  author  delves  into  the  intricate  web of  traffic
dynamics  and  its  impact  on  environmental  factors.  This  work  provides  a  robust
foundation for understanding the intricate nuances of traffic patterns and their potential
wider implications.

In a similarly illuminating vein, "The Color of the Sky: A Celestial Inquiry" by Anderson
(2020) explores the folklore, science, and philosophic inquiries into the age-old question
of  why  the  sky  appears  blue.  The  author's  comprehensive  analysis  of  historical
perceptions  and  scientific  revelations  regarding  the  color  of  the  sky  offers  valuable
context for our investigation.

Turning to the world of fiction, "The Curious Incident of the Traffic Technician in the
Sky" by Doyle (2017) presents a whimsical tale of a traffic technician's existential crisis
intertwined  with  celestial  ponderings.  The  narrative  serves  as  a  thought-provoking
allegory,  prompting  reflections  on  the  intersection  of  terrestrial  responsibilities  and
cosmic musings.
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Continuing  on  a  lighthearted  note,  the  viral  internet  meme  featuring  the  "Distracted
Traffic  Technician"  inadvertently  gazing  at  the  sky  while  pondering  the  enigmatic
question "Why is the sky blue?" humorously encapsulates the amalgamation of traffic-
related responsibilities and contemplations of celestial phenomena.

In summary, the literature review illuminates the dearth of scholarly exploration into the
unexpected correlation between traffic technicians in New Jersey and queries about the
color  of the sky. By embracing a multidisciplinary approach that  encompasses traffic
dynamics,  celestial  inquiries,  and even fictional  narratives,  we can  unveil  the  hidden
interconnections between terrestrial troubles and celestial curiosities. As the saying goes,
sometimes the most surprising connections are found in the most unexpected places - or
in this case, in the highways of New Jersey and the vast expanse of the sky.

3.  Research Approach

To investigate the interplay between the number of traffic technicians in New Jersey and
the frequency of Google searches for "Why is the sky blue?", we employed a series of
data collection and analysis methods that are sure to drive the point home. Our research
team compiled data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics to obtain the annual count of
traffic technicians in New Jersey from 2004 to 2022. The Bureau of Labor Statistics,
much like a traffic signal, provided us with a steady stream of employment data for our
analysis.

Additionally, we harnessed the power of Google Trends to procure the search interest
over time for the query "Why is the sky blue?" from, you guessed it, 2004 to 2022. This
tool acted as our telescope into the celestial world of search behavior, allowing us to
gauge the ebb and flow of curiosity regarding the enigmatic hue of the sky.

Our data wrangling process involved sifting through copious amounts of information to
extract  the  relevant  nuggets  of  statistical  gold.  We then  meticulously  polished  these
nuggets using statistical software like SPSS and R, ensuring that our analysis gleamed
with scientific rigor.

Once we assembled our datasets into a harmonious ensemble, we conducted a correlation
analysis to discern the relationship between the fluctuations in traffic technicians and the
quest  for  celestial  enlightenment.  The  Pearson  correlation  coefficient  became  our
compass  in  navigating  the  statistical  landscape,  guiding  us  through  the  seemingly
disparate terrains of traffic and sky gazing.

In order to ensure the robustness of our findings, we also performed a series of sensitivity
analyses and robustness checks, akin to probing the nuts and bolts of a traffic light to
verify its reliability. These additional analyses served as our quality control mechanism,
ensuring that our results were not mere statistical mirages.
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As with any exploration into uncharted statistical  territory,  our methodology was not
without  its  twists  and  turns.  Nonetheless,  we  navigated  these  methodological  speed
bumps with the precision of a skilled traffic technician, ensuring that our findings were
firmly grounded in empirical evidence.

In the immortal words of Sir Isaac Newton, "We build too many walls and not enough
bridges." With this sentiment in mind, our methodology aimed to build a sturdy bridge
between the seemingly unrelated realms of terrestrial traffic and celestial inquiries, all
while maintaining a sense of humor about the unexpected twists and turns of statistical
research.

4.  Findings

The  analysis  of  the  data  from 2004  to  2022  revealed  a  surprisingly  strong  positive
correlation between the number of traffic technicians in New Jersey and the frequency of
Google searches for "Why is  the sky blue." The correlation coefficient  of 0.8094266
indicates a robust relationship between these seemingly unrelated variables. It seems that
the sky’s the limit when it comes to the influence of traffic technicians!

As the number of traffic technicians fluctuated over the years, so did the public's curiosity
about  the  color  of  the  sky.  It  appears  that  the  presence  (or  absence)  of  these  traffic
aficionados impacts not only the flow of vehicles but also the flow of inquiries into the
mysteries of the heavens above. It's as though the blue skies and traffic lights are engaged
in a cosmic dance of statistical significance – a traffic jam of celestial proportions, you
might say.

The r-squared value of 0.6551715 suggests that approximately 65.52% of the variation in
Google  searches  for  "Why is  the  sky blue"  can be  explained by the  variation in  the
number of traffic technicians in New Jersey. The remaining 34.48% of the variation may
be attributed to other factors, leaving room for further investigation into the multifaceted
web of reasons for pondering the sky's hue.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provides  strong  evidence  against  the  null  hypothesis,
indicating that this correlation is highly unlikely to have occurred by random chance. It
seems that this unexpected relationship between terrestrial traffic technicians and celestial
ponderings is indeed a significant finding, not merely an astronomical coincidence.

In Fig.  1,  the scatterplot  visually  displays the strong positive correlation between the
number of traffic technicians in New Jersey and Google searches for "Why is the sky
blue." The data points form a pattern that not only captures the attention but also reflects
the intriguing connection uncovered by our statistical  analysis. It's  as though the plot
itself is paving the way for an unexpected intersection of terrestrial traffic and celestial
contemplations.

5.  Discussion on findings

The results of our analysis have provided compelling evidence to support the unexpected
link  between  the  number  of  traffic  technicians  in  New  Jersey  and  the  frequency  of
Google searches for the perennial query, "Why is the sky blue?" We have illuminated a
previously  unexplored  correlation,  shedding  light  on  the  intricate  interplay  between
terrestrial traffic dynamics and celestial inquisitiveness. This finding not only extends the
existing  literature  but  also  invites  further  examination  into  the  intertwined  realms  of
highway troubadours and sky-colored musings.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.8094266 signifies a strong statistical relationship,
affirming the influence of traffic technicians on the public's curiosity about the enigmatic
azure hue above. It seems that the pedestrian roads of statistical significance have merged
with  the  celestial  boulevards  of  wonder,  painting  a  thoroughfare  of  unexpected
correlations. As we navigate this uncharted junction of terrestrial tribulations and celestial
curiosities, one cannot help but marvel at the cosmic dance of our statistical findings - a
traffic jam of cosmic significance, if you will.
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The  r-squared  value  of  0.6551715  further  reinforces  the  substantial  impact  of  traffic
technicians on the variation in Google searches for "Why is the sky blue." This statistic
suggests that approximately 65.52% of the interest in the sky's color can be attributed to
the fluctuations in the number of traffic technicians. It appears that the traffic technicians
are not only adept at  navigating vehicular congestion but also at  steering the public's
interest  towards  the skies above.  The remaining 34.48% of  the variation,  akin to  the
mysteries  of  the  cosmos,  beckons for  additional  investigation to  unravel  the intricate
tapestry of factors influencing celestial inquiries.

The  significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provides  strong  evidence  against  the  null
hypothesis,  affirming  that  this  peculiar  correlation  is  not  a  mere  constellation  of
coincidental occurrences. Like celestial bodies aligning in the night sky, the statistical
evidence has aligned to reveal the substantive relationship between traffic technicians and
inquiries about the sky's blue hue. One might even say that the statistical significance is
as unmistakable as a traffic light turning red!

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  forged  an  unprecedented  link  between  the  terrestrial
pursuits of traffic technicians and the celestial ponderings about the color of the sky. It
appears that the next time someone asks, "Why is the sky blue?", the answer might very
well be, "Because the traffic technicians in New Jersey are at it again." This unexpected
correlation serves as a poignant reminder that in the vast expanse of research inquiry,
unexpected connections can emerge from the most unforeseen quarters -  in this case,
from  the  bustling  highways  of  New  Jersey  to  the  boundless  realms  of  celestial
contemplations.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the perplexing correlation between the number of
traffic technicians in the great state of New Jersey and the incidence of Google searches
for  the  timeless  inquiry,  "Why is  the  sky blue?"  has  yielded compelling  findings.  It
appears that there is indeed a link that cannot be overlooked, regardless of how much we
might wish it would yield right of way to a more conventional relationship. Our analysis
has  illuminated  an unanticipated  intersection  of  traffic  and skyward queries  that  will
undoubtedly keep scholars pondering for years to come.

With  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8094266 and a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  we can
confidently state that this connection is not purely the result of cosmic chance. It seems
that traffic technicians and celestial musings are engaged in a dance more intricate than
the Fibonacci sequence! It's as though the traffic signs are attempting to signal something
to the stars.

As  we  traverse  this  highway  of  data  and  soar  through  the  stratosphere  of  statistical
significance,  one  can't  help  but  appreciate  the  comedic  timing  of  this  unexpected
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correlation. It's as though the universe is telling us a joke as old as time itself: "Why did
the statistician go to art school? To capture the true essence of correlation!"

Furthermore, the r-squared value of 0.6551715 implies that approximately 65.52% of the
variation in Google searches for "Why is the sky blue" can be attributed to variations in
the number of traffic technicians in New Jersey. The remaining 34.48% of the variation
may be a reflection of other unmeasured cosmic forces at play, leaving us more questions
to answer than a query about the sky's hue.

Given these findings, it is clear that no more research is needed in this area. The bright
side is that we can now appreciate the sky's blueness with a newfound appreciation for
the earthly influences that shape our questions about the cosmos.
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