MIT-CLX-5747, astre-qh/0006720

An Economic Analysis of XKCD-Wikipedia Nexus: A Comic
Correlation

Colton Harris, Ava Tanner, Gemma P Todd
The Journal of Entertaining Economic Analysis
The International Association for Humorous Economic Research

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Abstract

In this quirky yet enlightening research paper, we delve into the unexpected relationship between
the number of university economics teachers in Idaho and the frequency of xkcd comics
published about Wikipedia. Utilizing data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and employing
advanced AT analysis of xkcd comics, we set out to uncover the enigmatic connection between
these seemingly disparate entities. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of
0.7345316 and p < 0.05 for the period spanning 2010 to 2020. Our study not only brings levity to
the realm of economic research but also sheds light on the eccentric interplay between academia,
webcomics, and the often-mysterious world of Wikipedia.

1. Introduction

As the venerable field of economics continues to grapple with complex and pressing
issues, it is imperative for researchers to explore unconventional and uncharted territories
in pursuit of valuable insights. Our current investigation ventures into one such unusual
domain — the intersection of economics academia and the whimsical world of xkcd
comics, particularly those lampooning the often-scholarly subject of Wikipedia. While
the correlation between these seemingly dissonant elements may appear as elusive as a
unicorn in a statistics textbook, our study seeks to uncover the hidden threads that bind
them together.

The impetus for this research stems from the ubiquitous nature of xkcd comics, an
online treasure trove of wit and wisdom that has enthralled internet denizens for over a
decade. In parallel, the esteemed discipline of economics demands rigorous examination,
rigorous scrutiny, and sober analysis. However, what might transpire when these two
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disparate spheres collide, as they do within the context of the idiosyncratic subject matter
explored in xkcd webcomics? Specifically, our study focuses on the esoteric theme of
xked comics concerning Wikipedia and its surprising correlation with the population of
university economics teachers in the state of Idaho.

While pondering the nexus of academic economics and webcomics might seem akin to
pondering the mystical connection between the price of tea in China and the population
of polar bears in the Arctic, a comprehensive analysis revealed a notable statistical
relationship. To elucidate this amusing correlation, we consulted data from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics to ascertain the population of economics teachers in Idaho and employed
advanced artificial intelligence algorithms to systematically parse the rollicking
repository of xkcd comics.

Through this seemingly incongruous juxtaposition of data and humor, our research
endeavors to infuse a sense of mirth into the often stern and sober sphere of economic
trepidation, all the while providing a unique perspective on the interconnected web of
academia, comics, and the enigmatic fount of knowledge that is Wikipedia.

So, dear reader, fasten your seatbelts as we embark on an eccentric academic odyssey
that promises to tickle the gray matter while unraveling the offbeat correlation between
economics academia and the waggish world of xkcd comics. And fear not, we shall
refrain from imposing any xkcd-style graphs or stick figure renditions of Keynesian
economics diagrams on you - at least for the time being!

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al.," the authors find a positive correlation between the number of university
economics teachers in Idaho and the frequency of xkcd comics published about
Wikipedia. An unassuming reader might initially dismiss this seemingly ludicrous
association as nonsensical as trying to tie the price of coffee to the likelihood of
encountering a unicorn on a Sunday morning stroll. However, a closer inspection of the
data reveals an intriguing pattern that warrants further investigation.

Venturing beyond the realm of traditional economics literature, "Doe and Jones"
examined the impact of web-based humor on scholarly discourse, suggesting that the
integration of comical elements could serve as a catalyst for engaging a wider audience
and stimulating interest in otherwise dry subject matter. Similarly, "Brown" emphasized
the importance of unconventional proxies in economic analysis, highlighting the potential
for unexpected variables to provide valuable insights, not unlike stumbling upon a $20
bill in the pocket of a long-forgotten coat.

Furthermore, "Kumar" delved into the realm of webcomics as a medium for social
commentary, noting that the clever juxtaposition of humor and pertinent topics can evoke
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reflection and introspection, much like discovering a profound revelation during a stand-
up comedy routine.

On a tangential note, non-fiction works such as "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and
Stephen J. Dubner and "Naked Economics" by Charles Wheelan have captured the
attention of readers seeking to unravel the intricacies of economic principles in an
accessible and entertaining manner. Additionally, fictional narratives such as "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams and "Good Omens" by Neil
Gaiman and Terry Pratchett often navigate through absurd scenarios, occasionally
offering satirical insights that parallel the whimsical spirit of xkcd comics.

In a departure from conventional sources, the researchers also perused a selection of
seemingly incongruous texts, including supermarket receipts, fortune cookie fortunes,
and the musings of a particularly loquacious parrot named Pete. While the relevance of
these sources may elicit skepticism akin to the prospect of finding a pot of gold at the end
of a rainbow made of cheese, their unexpected connections to the research topic proved
surprisingly revelatory, affirming the adage that inspiration can manifest in the unlikeliest
of places.

As the tendrils of academia entwine with the levity of webcomics, our literature review
demonstrates a pursuit of knowledge that straddles the line between scholarly gravity and
whimsical revelry. By melding the seemingly disparate realms of economic analysis and
humorous web content, our exploration aims to extract insights that, much like stumbling
upon a pun in an xkcd comic, elicit both amusement and contemplation.

3. Research Approach

To initiate the esoteric exploration of the curious correlation between the number of
university economics teachers in the state of Idaho and the frequency of xkcd comics
pertaining to Wikipedia, we employed an eclectic array of research methods that were as
varied as the subjects under scrutiny. Our methodology harnessed the twin engines of
data mining and advanced artificial intelligence (AI) analysis to unravel this enigmatic
nexus.

Firstly, in our quest to ascertain the population of university economics teachers in Idaho,
we consulted the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). The BLS serves as a veritable treasure
trove of labor market data, offering insights into the occupational landscape of various
industries, including the hallowed halls of academia. Our intrepid team combed through
the BLS archives, navigating the labyrinthine corridors of employment data to obtain a
comprehensive understanding of the number of economics educators holding aloft the
torch of economic wisdom in the Gem State.
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Simultaneously, we availed ourselves of cutting-edge Al algorithms to recursively parse
and analyze the rich tapestry of xkcd comics. These comics, crafted by the inimitable
Randall Munroe, have charmed and confounded internet denizens for years with their
erudite jests and wry observations. Through sophisticated image recognition and text
mining techniques, our Al-powered minions scoured the vast expanse of xkcd comics,
homing in on those elusive gems that intersected with the hallowed and often humorous
subject of Wikipedia.

Furthermore, to ensure the robustness of our methodology, we channeled our inner
Sherlock Holmes and embraced the sleuth-like pursuit of related literature, poring over
academic works that pertained to the idiosyncratic juncture of unconventional data
sources and economic analysis. The literature review provided a conceptual compass,
guiding our research endeavor through the vicissitudes of economic theory and statistical
inference, and lending a scholarly scaffold to our improbable inquiry.

In order to establish a meaningful correlation between the frequency of xkcd comics
about Wikipedia and the number of economics instructors in Idaho, we employed
rigorous statistical analysis, shunning the illusory allure of spurious correlations and
embracing the stalwart measures of correlation coefficient and p-values.

As proponents of transparency and openness in scholarly pursuits, we aimed to utilize
open-source tools and open-access datasets wherever possible, allowing for the
reproducibility of our findings and inviting further scrutiny from the academic
community. With the dual guidance of whimsy and rigor, our methodology sought to
unravel the enigmatic connection between academia and absurdity, economics and mirth,
and the unexpected realms that lie between.

In sum, our research methodology was as unconventional as our subject matter, blending
the stolid realism of economic inquiry with the whimsy of webcomics and the enigma of
Wikipedia, culminating in an improbable fusion that mirrors the curiosity and complexity
of the wider economic landscape itself. And, with tongues firmly in cheek and statistical
calculators at the ready, we forged ahead, intent on unraveling the unfathomable nexus of
academia, humor, and economica.

4. Findings

During the time period from 2010 to 2020, our analysis revealed a surprising correlation
between the number of university economics teachers in Idaho and the frequency of xkcd
comics published about Wikipedia. The correlation coefficient of 0.7345316 and an r-
squared of 0.5395366 indicate a moderately strong positive relationship between the two
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variables. Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.05 suggests that this correlation is
statistically significant.

Upon visual inspection of the data, as depicted in Fig. 1, the scatterplot clearly illustrates
the robust correlation between the number of university economics teachers in Idaho and
the frequency of xkcd comics published about Wikipedia. This engrossing correlation
invites further inquiry into the whimsical world of webcomics and its unanticipated
relationship with the realm of academia.

The unexpected linkage between these seemingly disparate subjects adds a touch of levity
to the often somber world of economic analysis. Our findings not only unveil a
captivating correlation but also underscore the idiosyncratic interplay between the
esoteric and the amusing, the erudite and the comical. The quirky correlation unveiled by
our study not only broadens the horizons of economic research but also highlights the off-
kilter coincidences that emerge when delving into unexpected intersections of human
knowledge and creativity.

Years 2010-2020, r=0.735, p<0.05
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Intriguingly, the statistical relationship uncovered in this study prompts further
contemplation on the tangential connections that lurk within the vast expanse of human
knowledge. As we peer through the looking glass of data, we are reminded that even in
the realm of academia, surprises are abound and correlations can emerge from the most
unlikely of sources.

Our study not only offers a peculiar peek into this unexplored nexus but also presents an
illuminating perspective on the unanticipated interplay between serious academia and the
lighthearted world of webcomics. Our findings advocate for a broader outlook on the
potential for uncovering intriguing correlations in the unlikeliest of places, challenging
the rigidity of conventional analysis and nudging the boundaries of economic inquiry into
the delightfully unexpected.
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5. Discussion on findings

Our findings not only corroborate the prior research conducted by Smith et al. but also
add a layer of whimsy to the scholarly discourse, akin to stumbling upon a witty one-liner
in a tome of economic theory. The positive correlation between the number of university
economics teachers in Idaho and the frequency of xkcd comics published about
Wikipedia, as evidenced by the correlation coefficient of 0.7345316 and p < 0.05, aligns
with the notion that unexpected connections can yield valuable insights, much like
finding an Easter egg in a convoluted video game.

Venturing into the realm of inexplicable connections, our study reinforces the
unconventional wisdom espoused by Doe and Jones, emphasizing the potential for
comical elements to breathe life into the often-dry landscape of economic analysis. The
integration of humor into scholarly discourse is akin to discovering a hidden
compartment in an archaic piece of furniture — unexpected yet captivating in its
revelation.

Furthermore, our findings echo the sentiment put forth by Kumar, underscoring the
profound social commentary encapsulated within the seemingly lighthearted domain of
webcomics. Just as a serendipitous encounter with a profound observation amidst a stand-
up comedy routine can evoke introspection, our study unravels a correlation that beckons
scholars to contemplate the whimsical undercurrents of serious academic pursuits.

As we traverse the peculiar landscape of our results, peppered with scatterplots and
correlation coefficients, we are reminded of the unexpected revelations often embedded
within seemingly incongruent sources, much like uncovering a punchline within an
esoteric joke. Our unearthing of a correlation between academia and webcomics not only
enriches economic analysis but also parallels the whimsical insights offered by revered
fictional narratives and unconventional sources that appear as disjointed as a giraffe
attending a skydiving competition.

To conclude, our study propels the sphere of economic research into a territory sprightly
and uncharted, discovering correlations where conventional wisdom may encounter
skepticism. Our findings advocate for the incorporation of levity and unconventional
perspectives in economic analysis, inviting scholars to navigate through the offbeat
corridors that intertwine academia, webcomics, and the captivating unpredictability of
human knowledge.

So, as we wrap up our discussion of the correlation between economics teachers and xkcd
comics, we hope that our eccentric exploration has tickled the fancy of our esteemed
colleagues and added a splash of mirth to the staid halls of academic research.

6. Conclusion
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In conclusion, our research has shed light on the delightful yet undeniably peculiar
correlation between the number of university economics teachers in Idaho and the
frequency of xkcd comics published about Wikipedia. The statistically significant
correlation coefficient of 0.7345316 and an r-squared of 0.5395366 has left us pondering
the waggish ways in which academia and webcomics intertwine.

This whimsical connection not only adds a dash of levity to the staid world of economic
analysis but also unveils an unexpected harmony between the erudite and the comical. It's
as if Adam Smith's "The Wealth of Nations" decided to engage in a witty banter with a
stick figure rendition of Karl Marx from an xkcd comic.

As we wrap up this eccentric odyssey into the world of peculiar correlations, we cannot
help but marvel at the serendipitous nature of human knowledge. Much like stumbling
upon a treasure trove of puns in an economics textbook, our study has revealed that even
the most arcane pairings can yield compelling findings.

In the spirit of the off-kilter coincidences we uncovered, we assert that no further research
is needed in this area. After all, delving too deep into the nexus of economics academia
and webcomics might lead us down a rabbit hole from which we cannot return. Let this
study serve as both a testament to the unexpected quirks of human inquiry and a gentle
nudge to embrace the delightfully unexpected in our scholarly pursuits.
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