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Abstract

In this research study, we delve into the perplexing relationship between the use of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in Minnesota and the frequency of Google searches for the phrase 
"I cant even". As we navigate through the tangled maize of data from the USDA and Google Trends, we 
uncover a remarkable correlation between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. The analysis reveals a
cornucopia of statistical relevance, with a correlation coefficient of 0.9078726 and a p-value less than 
0.01 from 2004 to 2023, lending credence to the notion that GMOs and "I cant even" queries are not as 
independent as one might have previously surmised. This research sheds light on a kernel of truth that 
compels one to ponder the conundrum of whether there exists a deeper, more kernel level connection 
between agricultural practices and the existential angst that finds expression in internet search behavior. 
Our findings prompt a corn-ucopia of questions about the impact of genetically modified corn on the 
collective psyche and linguistic habits of online users. As we peel back the layers of this peculiar 
correlation, we encourage future researchers to corn-sider the implications of this peculiar link and 
cultivate an inquisitive spirit akin to that of a diligent farmer tilling the fertile soil of knowledge.
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1. Introduction

The seemingly  transient  nature  of  internet
searches  has  long  been  a  source  of
curiosity and horticultural researchers have

plowed the fields of information looking for
underlying connections. The intricate dance
between  the  agricultural  industry  and  the
digital  realm  has  led  to  a  stalk-worthy
discovery in the form of a robust correlation
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between  the  use  of  genetically  modified
organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn  cultivation  in
Minnesota  and  the  frequency  of  Google
searches for the phrase "I cant even." This
study seeks to unravel this  enigmatic link,
which has sown the seeds of intrigue in the
minds of both agricultural and psychological
researchers.

As  we  dig  into  the  soil  of  this  peculiar
phenomenon,  we  must  first  acknowledge
the kernel of doubt surrounding the veracity
of this connection. At first glance, one might
be  tempted to  dismiss  it  as  nothing more
than  a  stalk-tale,  a  mere  coincidental
occurrence  lost  in  the  labyrinth  of  digital
data.  However,  the  roots  of  our  research
sprout  from a deep-seated curiosity and a
fervent desire to unearth the truth, even if it
requires  sifting  through  a  mountain  of
statistical chaff.

Previous  literature  has  predominantly
focused on the economic and environmental
implications  of  GMO  use  in  agriculture,
often overlooking the potential ripple effects
on  the  collective  psyche  of  the  populace.
This  study  pivots  on  the  hypothesis  that
there exists an intricate correlation between
the proliferation of GMOs in the cornfields of
Minnesota  and  the  emergence  of  an
existential malaise reflected in the peculiar
verbal  expression  of  "I  cant  even."  Our
pursuit  to  unearth  the  truth  behind  this
correlation  has  led  us  on  a  journey  that
spans  the  scope  of  statistical  analysis,
linguistic  inquiry,  and  the  ever-evolving
landscape of agricultural innovation.

Through  a  meticulous  dissection  of  data
from  the  USDA  and  Google  Trends,  we
have  unearthed  a  statistically  significant
correlation, with a correlation coefficient that
is  nothing short  of  a-MAIZE-ing,  and a p-
value that fell lower than a kernel of corn in
a  storm.  This  discovery  challenges
conventional  wisdom  and  leads  one  to
ponder the notion that the humble corn, in
its genetically modified form, may hold the

key to decoding the linguistic and emotional
fabric of the digital age.

As we embark on this corn-filled journey, we
invite researchers from diverse fields – from
agriculture to linguistics to psychology – to
join  us  in  peeling  back  the  layers  of  this
peculiar  correlation.  Let  us  embrace  the
spirit  of  a  curious  farmer,  eager  to  till  the
fertile  soil  of  knowledge  and  discover  the
hidden harvest of insights that awaits amidst
the stalks of data. For in this tangled maize,
we may find not just food for thought, but a
bounty  of  revelations  that  transcend  the
boundaries of traditional research domains.

2. Literature Review

The  exploration  of  the  perplexing
relationship between the use of genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  the
cultivation  of  corn  in  Minnesota  and  the
frequency  of  Google  searches  for  the
phrase "I cant even" has garnered attention
from  an  eclectic  array  of  academic
disciplines. The enigmatic correlation at the
heart  of  this  study  has  prompted
researchers  to  reap  insights  from  a
cornucopia  of  scholarly  sources.  As  we
delve  into  the  literature  surrounding  this
intriguing subject, we recognize the need to
sift  through  the  academic  tangle  with  the
analytical  precision  of  a  discerning  farmer
examining  the  kernels  amidst  a  bountiful
harvest.

Smith et al. (2015) delved into the economic
implications of GMO use in corn production,
offering  thorough  insights  into  yield
increases and pest resistance. Meanwhile,
Doe  and  Jones  (2017)  examined  the
environmental  ramifications  of  GMO
cultivation, highlighting the potential impact
on  soil  biodiversity  and  ecosystem
dynamics.  However,  while  these  studies
enrich our understanding of the agricultural
landscape,  they  cast  little  light  on  the
peculiar  interplay  between  GMOs  and
internet  search  behavior,  leaving  us  to
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embark on a quest akin to searching for a
needle in a haystack – or rather, a corn crop
in a field.

Turning  our  gaze  to  non-fiction  literature,
"The  Omnivore's  Dilemma"  by  Michael
Pollan  provides  a  comprehensive
exploration of modern agricultural practices
and their impact on societal health and well-
being.  Drawing  inspiration  from  Pollan's
insightful work, our study aspires not only to
uncover the correlation between GMO use
and internet searches but also to ponder the
existential conundrum that finds expression
in the phrase "I cant even" within the digital
domain.

In the realm of fiction, "The Cornish Trilogy"
by Robertson Davies hints at the allegorical
potential of corn as a symbol of growth and
transformation,  offering  an  imaginative
departure from the empirical rigors of data
analysis. Indeed, our research endeavors to
navigate through the fertile soil  of  creative
thought while remaining firmly anchored in
the empirical terrain of quantitative analysis.

In  a  whimsical  deviation  from  traditional
academic sources, we draw inspiration from
childhood cartoons such as  "Corn & Peg"
and  "VeggieTales,"  as  well  as  educational
programs like  "Bill  Nye  the Science Guy,"
that instilled in us an early fascination with
the natural world and animated our curiosity
for the inexplicable intersections of science
and culture.

As  we  traverse  this  peculiar  maze  of
literature, we recognize that our journey is
infused with a kernel of humor and a stalk of
whimsy,  resonating  with  the  spirit  of
discovery  and  unearthing  unexpected
insights amidst the cornfields of knowledge.
In doing so, we cultivate an inquisitive spirit
akin to that of a diligent farmer, ever vigilant
for the unexpected sprouts of wisdom that
may emerge from the tilled soil of research.

3. Our approach & methods

To  navigate  through  the  convoluted
cornfields  of  data,  we  employed  a
multidisciplinary  approach  that  blended
statistical  analysis,  linguistic inquiry,  and a
healthy dose of curiosity. Our data collection
encompassed  a  timeline  spanning  from
2004  to  2023,  leveraging  information
obtained  primarily  from  the  United  States
Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  and
Google Trends. 

In  our  pursuit  of  this  cornucopia  of
knowledge, we utilized a statistical analysis
framework akin to navigating a corn maze at
a county fair,  only with more p-values and
fewer  hayrides.  Based  on  the  available
data,  we  calculated  a  robust  correlation
coefficient  between  the  use  of  GMOs  in
Minnesota's  corn  cultivation  and  the
frequency  of  Google  searches  for  "I  cant
even."  The  statistical  analysis  was
conducted with all the precision of a farmer
sowing seeds, aiming to unearth meaningful
patterns amidst the vast expanse of data.

Furthermore,  our  linguistic  inquiry  involved
peeling away layers of language to uncover
hidden meanings and cultural nuances. We
corn-sidered  linguistic  trends  in  online
search behavior and sought to understand
the  underlying  emotions  and  expressions
that encapsulate the phrase "I  cant even."
This  linguistic  aspect  of  the  research
provided a fascinating insight into the way
human  emotions  manifest  in  digital
communication.

Our exploration of the agronomic landscape
and  its  intersection  with  the  digital  realm
bore fruit in the form of a unique synthesis
of  agricultural  and  emotional  inquiry.  We
recognized the complexity  of  the research
questions  at  hand,  akin  to  untangling  a
particularly  intricate  ear  of  corn,  and
embraced the challenge with gusto.

As for the specifics of our statistical models
and  linguistic  analyses,  they  were  as
intricate  and  complex  as  the  labyrinthine
pathways of a cornfield maze, albeit without
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the risk of being lost for hours. Through this
methodological  approach,  we  sought  to
shed  light  on  the  kernels  of  truth  buried
within  the  symbiotic  relationship  between
GMO  use  in  corn  cultivation  and  the
expression of existential fatigue in the digital
sphere.

4. Results

The analysis  of  the  data  collected for  the
period  2004  to  2023  unveiled  a  rather
shocking  discovery.  Our  investigation
revealed a strong and statistically significant
correlation  between  the use  of  genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  the
cultivation  of  corn  in  Minnesota  and  the
frequency  of  Google  searches  for  the
phrase  "I  cant  even."  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.9078726 suggests a robust
positive  relationship  between  these  two
seemingly  disparate  variables,  with  an  r-
squared value of 0.8242326 indicating that
a  substantial  portion  of  the  variance  in  "I
cant  even"  searches can be explained  by
the  variance  in  GMO  corn  usage.
Furthermore, the p-value falling below 0.01
provides compelling evidence to reject  the
null  hypothesis  and  indicates  that  this
finding is not merely the result of chance.

Notably,  Figure  1  depicts  the  striking
correlation between GMO use in Minnesota
corn  and  the  incidence  of  "I  cant  even"
searches,  leaving  one  to  marvel  at  the
unexpected  intersection  of  agriculture  and
digital  linguistics.  The  scatterplot  visually
encapsulates the undeniable bond between
these  variables,  providing  a  compelling
visual  insight  into  the  curious  relationship
that  has  germinated in  the  fertile  fields  of
data.

Our  findings,  though  initially  surprising,
beckon  further  exploration  into  the
implications of this uncanny connection. The
statistical  relevance  of  our  results

encourages  one  to  question  the  extent  to
which  agricultural  practices  may  leave  an
imprint on the collective consciousness, and
begs  the  consideration  of  whether  this
correlation  represents  a  mere  kernel  of  a
broader phenomenon. As we tread through
the  cornfields  of  inquiry,  it  becomes
increasingly  evident  that  the  roots  of  our
understanding  may  be  entwined  in  a
labyrinth  of  complexities  that  extend  far
beyond  the  scope  of  traditional  research
domains.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  study  unearths  a
compelling  link  between  GMO  corn
cultivation in Minnesota and the frequency
of "I cant even" searches, a discovery that
challenges the boundaries  of  conventional
agricultural and psychological wisdom. This
correlation  may  very  well  signify  the
emergence  of  a  new  frontier  in
interdisciplinary  research,  where the fertile
ground of agricultural innovation converges
with  the  ever-blossoming  landscape  of
digital expression and societal discourse. As
researchers  continue  to  till  the  soil  of
knowledge,  this  discovery  urges  us  to
remain open to the unexpected,  for  in  the
tangled  maze  of  data  lie  the  seeds  of
unparalleled insight and revelation.

5. Discussion
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The findings of our study shed light on the
unexpected  but  compelling  correlation
between  the  use  of  genetically  modified
organisms  (GMOs)  in  Minnesota  corn
cultivation  and  the  frequency  of  "I  cant
even" searches on Google.  This discovery
not only corroborates previous literature that
hinted  at  the  interconnectedness  of
agricultural  practices  and  societal
expressions  but  also  delves  into  a
cornucopia  of  potential  implications  that
have  hitherto  remained  obscured  by  the
husk of conventional research.

Drawing  from the  economic  literature  that
examined the ramifications of GMO use on
crop yield, it is evident that our results serve
as a poignant  reminder  that  the impact  of
agricultural  practices  extends  beyond  the
quantitative  realm  and  delves  into  the
psycho-linguistic  sphere.  Similarly,  studies
addressing  the  environmental
consequences of GMO cultivation ought to
consider  the  ripple  effects  on  digital
discourse,  thereby  embracing  a  holistic
approach  to  understanding  the  broader
implications of agricultural innovation.

Our  study  also  resonates  with  allegorical
interpretations of corn in literature and pop
culture,  where  the  symbol  of  growth  and
transformation  mirrors  the  intricate
relationship  between  agricultural
developments  and  human  expression.  As
scholars navigate through the fertile ground
of  data  analysis,  it  becomes  increasingly
apparent that the tendrils of inquiry extend
far  beyond  the  traditional  bounds  of
empirical  research,  entwining  with  artistic
and  imaginative  realms  akin  to  the
fantastical  narratives  of  "The  Cornish
Trilogy" or the whimsical antics of "Corn &
Peg."

In  light  of  these  ruminations,  our  study
unearths a kernel of truth that urges us to
contemplate  the  implications  of  this
correlation.  The  intertwined  roots  of
agriculture  and  digital  linguistics  beckon
scholars to embrace a perspective akin to a

diligent farmer planting the seeds of wisdom
in  the  fertile  soil  of  interdisciplinary
exploration.  As  we  venture  through  this
peculiar maze of findings, we are reminded
that the pursuit of knowledge is not merely a
linear journey but an intricate dance amidst
the cornfields of diverse disciplines, yielding
unexpected insights and sprouts of wisdom.

In  essence,  our  research  endeavors  to
corncern  itself  not  only  with  the  empirical
validation  of  correlations but  also with the
cultivation  of  a  mindful  spirit  that  remains
open to the unexpected twists and turns in
the labyrinth of data. The emergence of this
correlation signifies a synthesis between the
rigorous terrain of quantitative analysis and
the  fertile  ground  of  societal  influence,
propelling  researchers  to  till  the  soil  of
knowledge  with  an  open-minded  and
inquisitive  spirit  akin  to  that  of  a  diligent
farmer.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our findings serve as a gentle
nudge  to  the  academic  community,
prompting them to embrace a more curious
and  open-minded  approach  to  research.
While the correlation between GMO use in
Minnesota corn and Google searches for "I
cant  even"  may  initially  seem  like  a
cornundrum,  our  study  demonstrates  that
there  is  more  than  meets  the  eye  in  the
fertile  fields  of  data  analysis.  The
cornucopia  of  statistical  relevance  we've
unearthed points to a potential intertwining
of  agricultural  practices  and  the  linguistic
zeitgeist  of  digital  expression,  offering  a-
MAIZE-ing insight into the complex tapestry
of human behavior.

The  robust  positive  relationship  we've
identified  presents  a  thought-provoking
puzzle that beckons further exploration. As
we  peel  back  the  layers  of  this  peculiar
correlation, it  sparkles like a golden ear of
corn in  the sun,  enticing researchers from
diverse fields to corn-vene and cultivate an
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interdisciplinary  spirit  akin  to  an  array  of
crops in a diverse agricultural landscape.

Yet, while our findings may raise a chuckle
or two among the research community, we
must also recognize the significance of this
discovery.  It  implodes  the  notion  that  the
impact of agricultural practices is limited to
economic  and  environmental  domains,
ushering in a new era where the emotional
and linguistic fabric of society is considered
part and parcel of the agricultural  tapestry
that weaves through our lives.

In light of these revelations, we firmly assert
that  no  further  research is  needed  in  this
particular  area.  After  all,  how much  more
cornundrums  can  one  handle  before  it
becomes  a-farmative  that  sometimes,
research can indeed be as corn-fusing as a
maze?

So,  let  us  move  forward,  armed  with  a
kernel of wisdom from this study, and sow
the seeds of knowledge in other uncharted
fields  of  inquiry.  As  we  bid  adieu  to  this
enigmatic  journey,  we  harvest  not  just
insights  but  also  a  renewed  fervor  to
embrace the unexpected and the seemingly
corn-tradictory  in  our  quest  for
understanding.
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