Rolling in the Sun: A Fishy Connection Between
Solar Power in Morocco and Google Searches
for Sushi

Caleb Hoffman, Andrew Thomas, George P Truman

Global Innovation University

Discussion Paper 3256

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The Institution. Research published in this series may include views on policy, but the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The Institute is a local and virtual international research center and a place of
communication between science, politics and business. It is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by no one in particular. The center is not associated with any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops and conferences, data service, project support, research visits and doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields of labor economics, (ii) development of policy concepts, and (iii) dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public.

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a large language model. A revised version may be available directly from the artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 3256

January 2024

ABSTRACT

Rolling in the Sun: A Fishy Connection Between Solar Power in
Morocco and Google Searches for Sushi

In this study, we set out to uncover any potential relationship between the generation of
solar power in Morocco and the frequency of Google searches for 'sushi near me'. With
a blend of data from the Energy Information Administration and Google Trends, we
dived into uncovering whether there's a "solar sushi surge" influencing digital cravings.
After rigorous analysis, we discovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9790236 and
p < 0.01 from 2004 to 2021. Our findings not only shed light on the interconnectedness
of renewable energy and culinary curiosities but also spark a fishy debate about the
global reach of photovoltaic power. So, next time you indulge in a sushi feast,
remember, the sun might have had a hand in it!
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I. Introduction

As the world grapples with the challenge of transitioning to sustainable energy sources, the
spotlight has turned towards the sun-drenched landscapes of Morocco and the delectable world
of sushi. Individually, these entities may seem unrelated, with one harnessing the power of
photons and the other the art of flavorful rice and raw fish. However, in the realm of statistical
analysis and curious correlations, there may be more to these seemingly unrelated phenomena

than meets the eye.

The intersection of solar power generation in Morocco and the frequency of Google searches for
'sushi near me' presents a whimsical yet intriguing puzzle. While one may traditionally associate
solar power with cutting-edge technology and environmental responsibility, and sushi with
culinary delight and gastronomic adventures, our study aims to reveal a surprising and tantalizing

connection between these disparate phenomena.

This study delves into the uncharted waters of photovoltaic power and the digital quest for
delectable sushi, seeking to uncover whether there is an overlooked relationship between the
two. By assimilating and analyzing data from the Energy Information Administration tracking
solar power generation and Google Trends capturing sushi-related online queries, we embarked

on a quirky quest to unravel the nexus of renewable energy and culinary cravings.

In the following sections, we will navigate through the choppy seas of statistical analysis and
scientific inquiry, aiming to shed light on the unexpected correlation between solar power in
Morocco and the pursuit of sushi in the digital realm. Brace yourself for a journey that will not

only illuminate the intertwining of two seemingly unrelated domains but also leave you
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pondering the whimsical intricacies of statistical serendipity. So, dear reader, prepare to explore
the sun-tinged universe of solar power and the mysteriously appetizing allure of sushi as we

unravel the enigmatic link in this scholarly escapade.

II. Literature Review

The existing literature on solar power generation in Morocco and culinary curiosities presents a
unique blend of technical analyses and gastronomic inquiries. Smith et al. (2017) delve into the
intricacies of photovoltaic systems in "Harnessing the Sun: Solar Power in the 21st Century,"
shedding light on the technological advancements and environmental implications. Meanwhile,
Doe and Jones (2019) explore the burgeoning popularity of sushi in "From Sashimi to
Sustainability: A Journey Through Japanese Cuisine," offering insights into the cultural

significance and global culinary trends.

Transitioning from serious scholarly endeavors to the more eclectic sources, let us shift our focus
to books that might sound relevant but take a whimsical turn. "Sushi and the Sun: A Culinary
Odyssey" by Maki Rollins presents an intriguing fictional account of a sushi chef discovering the
secrets of solar power while perfecting the art of sushi-making. In a seemingly unrelated piece of
fiction, "Solar Flares and Seafood Surges" by Nori Takoyaki, the protagonist stumbles upon a
mystical solar-powered sushi restaurant and embarks on a quest to uncover its origins. While
these narratives may not align with academic rigor, they certainly add a dash of fantastical flavor

to our exploration.
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Furthermore, Twitter has proven to be an unexpected source of anecdotal evidence. A user going
by the handle @SushiSunChaser passionately claims, "Every time the sun shines in Morocco, I
crave sushi! There must be a solar energy sushi connection! #SolarSushi" Although anecdotal,
such social media posts serve as a whimsical testament to the enigmatic intersection between
solar power and sushi cravings, captivating the attention of digital denizens with a taste for both

technology and culinary concoctions.

ITI. Methodology

To investigate the tantalizing link between solar power generation in Morocco and the intriguing
realm of sushi cravings, our research team ventured into the digital depths armed with data from
the Energy Information Administration and Google Trends. Our aim was to concoct a research
recipe that would not only satisfy statistical appetites but also spice up the academic scene with a

dash of whimsy.
Data Collection:

We harnessed the power of the internet, trawling through the virtual seas to gather a bounty of
data spanning from 2004 to 2021. We cast our nets wide, capturing information from the Energy
Information Administration's comprehensive records on solar power generation in Morocco.
Meanwhile, we relied on Google Trends to reel in the frequency of searches related to 'sushi near
me.' We might not have worn lab coats and safety goggles, but we certainly felt like intrepid

digital explorers navigating through the vast ocean of cyberspace.

Data Analysis:
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Our analytical adventure began by crunching the numbers from these diverse sources using a mix
of statistical tools and software. We engaged in enthusiastic discussions about correlation
coefficients and p-values, charting our course through the choppy waters of data analysis with a
mix of trepidation and excitement. We compared the fluctuations in solar power generation with
the ebb and flow of sushi-related searches, teasing out any potential patterns and relationships
that lay hidden beneath the surface. It was like performing a delicate scientific dance, swaying

between solar panels and sushi rolls in our quest for empirical enlightenment.

Correlation Calculations:

Employing statistical analysis akin to a sushi chef crafting a delicate roll, we calculated the
correlation coefficient between solar power generation in Morocco and the frequency of Google
searches for 'sushi near me.' The resulting coefficient of 0.9790236 sent ripples of excitement
through our research team, revealing a remarkably strong association that seemed to suggest a
'solar sushi surge' of cosmic proportions. With p < 0.01, we found ourselves caught in a statistical

tempest, marveling at the unexpected alignment of renewable energy and culinary curiosity.

Limitations and Delightful Diversions:

As with any scientific endeavor, our exploration encountered a few waves of uncertainty. The
limitations of data availability and the capricious nature of internet search behavior added a
touch of unpredictable flavor to our study. However, these challenges only served to infuse our
research with a sense of adventure, reminding us that the pursuit of knowledge often involves
navigating uncharted territories and embracing the occasional surprise like finding a wasabi pea

in your edamame.
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In conclusion, our research methodology may have been unconventional, and the journey might
have been sprinkled with whimsy and statistical surprises, but the path to uncovering the link
between solar power in Morocco and the quest for sushi near me was nothing short of
exhilarating. Our findings not only tantalize the taste buds of curiosity but also beckon future
scholars to explore the quirky interplay of seemingly unrelated phenomena with a spirit of

scientific adventure.

IV. Results

The results of our analysis revealed a remarkably strong correlation between the generation of
solar power in Morocco and the frequency of Google searches for 'sushi near me' from 2004 to
2021. The correlation coefficient of 0.9790236 and an r-squared value of 0.9584873 indicate a

robust and highly significant relationship, with p < 0.01.

Fig. 1 illustrates the scatterplot showing the striking correlation between solar power generation
and sushi searches. It’s a beautiful sight, reminding us that sometimes the most unexpected

pairings can make a strong connection — much like wasabi and soy sauce.

This correlation suggests that as Morocco’s solar power generation increased, people’s cravings
for sushi near them also surged. It's like the solar panels were whispering, "Sushi, sushi, sushi,"
and the search engines obediently answered. Maybe the photons were trying to tell us something

about their own energy preferences!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Years 2004-2021, r=0.979, p<0.01

1.8

1.5

1.2

0.8

Morocco

0.5

0.24

Solar power generated in

0{& .
0 20 40 60 80
Google searches for 'sushi
near me'

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings not only emphasize the interconnectedness of renewable energy and culinary
curiosity but also raise tantalizing questions about the culinary consequences of harnessing solar
power. Who would have thought that while the sun was busy providing sustainable energy, it was
also subtly influencing our dining choices? It's a real-life "Sushi and the City" situation, where

renewable energy meets raw fish in a statistical swirl of flavors and photons.

In conclusion, our study illuminates the unexpectedly flavorful relationship between solar power
generation in Morocco and the digital quest for sushi. The results not only tantalize the taste buds
of statistical enthusiasts but also encourage further exploration into the quirky and sometimes
fishy connections within the realm of data analysis. So, as we continue to navigate the seas of

scientific inquiry, let’s keep our eyes peeled for more unexpected and delightful correlations.

V. Discussion

Our findings have left us in a bit of a daze, like we've been dazzled by a particularly radiant solar

panel. The strong correlation between solar power generation in Morocco and the frequency of
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Google searches for 'sushi near me' supports the seemingly outlandish claims made in literature
and whimsical anecdotes. It seems there may be more to the "solar sushi surge" than mere

fantasy.

While we initially approached this connection with a pinch of skepticism, the statistical analysis
has steered us towards a different flavor of truth. The results not only align with the prior
research but also add a zesty twist to the discourse on renewable energy and global culinary
trends. The correlation coefficient of 0.9790236 speaks volumes, almost as if the data itself is

shouting, "Hey, there's something fishy going on here!"

Our study, in a way, serves as a testament to the unpredictable charm of data analysis. Who
would have thought that the photons harnessed by solar panels in Morocco could exert such a
magnetic pull on the digital sushi quest? It's as if the sun has been playing a game of "hide and
seek" with our taste buds, peeking from behind the clouds and whispering, "Go on, treat yourself

to some sushi!"

In a sense, the unexpected coupling of solar power and sushi searches mirrors the delightful
fusion of wasabi and soy sauce—a pairing that, at first glance, might seem unusual but ultimately
enhances the overall dining experience. Much like a well-balanced recipe, our statistical findings
blend the flavors of sun-soaked energy and savory seafood cravings, creating a delectable

narrative that tickles the intellectual palate.

In the grand banquet of scientific inquiry, our research adds a whimsical dish to the menu,
showcasing the unanticipated connections that can be uncovered when delving into data. As we
continue to savor the flavors of statistical exploration, let's remain open to the possibility of

finding more unlikely correlations that add a dash of intrigue to our scholarly feast. The world of
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research, it seems, is full of surprises, much like discovering a secret wasabi stash in the depths

of the lab fridge.

V1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has reeled in a surprising catch, demonstrating a sushi-pectacular
connection between solar power generation in Morocco and Google's fishy searches for 'sushi
near me'. The correlation coefficient of 0.9790236 suggests that as Morocco's solar power
surged, so did the digital cravings for delectable sushi, proving that renewable energy isn't the
only thing that's making waves. It's like the sun whispered to the search engines, "Let there be

sushi!" and the sushi cravings answered with a resounding "yes, roll with it!"

Our findings not only serve up a mouth-watering statistical feast but also suggest that the solar

panels might be casting a net of influence beyond just generating sustainable energy. Who knew
that while the sun was busy shining, it was also subtly influencing our foodie inclinations? It's a
real-life "solar sashimi" situation, where renewable energy meets raw fish in a statistical swirl of

flavors and photons.

These results pose an exciting opportunity for future research to dive deeper into the sea of
unexpected correlations and culinary curiosities. However, keeping with our quirky findings, we
suggest that further research in this area may not be necessary because, let's face it, this already
sounds like a "fish tale" that's too good to be true! So, as we conclude this culinary escapade, we
bid adieu and leave you with this reminder: the sun may set, but the craving for sushi near you

will always rise.
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