
The Journal of Lexical Linguistics and Industrial Sociology (2024) 47, 56-66

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Gasping for Air: The Ashanti Name Phenomenon and 
its Unlikely Correlation with Texas Gas Compressor 
and Pumping Station Operators

Chloe Hoffman, Addison Thomas, Gina P Thornton

Advanced Research Consortium; Austin, Texas

Abstract

The study investigates the unexpected relationship between the popularity of the first name Ashanti and 
the number of gas compressor and pumping station operators in the state of Texas. Employing data from 
the US Social Security Administration and the Bureau of Labor Statistics spanning from 2003 to 2022, our
research team delved deep into this peculiar correlation. Our findings revealed a striking correlation 
coefficient of 0.9244788, with statistical significance (p < 0.01), leaving us gasping for air with the 
unanticipated discovery. While the link between a name and an occupation may seem beyond the realm 
of reason, our rigorous analysis illuminates a curiously compelling pattern. As we untangle the web of 
factors at play, we probe the possibility of a subtle yet significant influence that the prevalence of the 
name Ashanti may exert on career choices in the Texas gas industry. This paper sheds light on an 
unforeseen connection that may prompt further inquiry into the intricacies of nomenclature and 
occupational preferences. As we marvel at the enigmatic dance between names and professions, it 
becomes evident that the allure of the Ashanti name extends beyond musical fame to fascinating realms 
of occupational influence.

Copyleft 2024 Advanced Research Consortium.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The human fascination with names and their
impact  on  our  lives  is  a  topic  that  has
intrigued  scholars  and  laypeople  alike  for
centuries.  From Shakespeare’s ponderings
on the significance of  a name to modern-
day  studies  on  implicit  biases  associated
with  names,  the  power  of  nomenclature

permeates various aspects of our existence.
In  the  realm  of  occupational  preferences,
numerous  studies  have  explored  factors
influencing  career  choices,  ranging  from
education and upbringing to socioeconomic
status and personal interests. However, the
notion that the popularity of a given name
could  influence  the  career  paths  of
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individuals  within  a  specific  industry  is  an
enigma that has eluded systematic inquiry.

In  this  paper,  we endeavor  to unravel  the
peculiar intersection of the popularity of the
first  name  Ashanti  and  the  prevalence  of
gas  compressor  and  pumping  station
operators in the expansive state of  Texas.
The  seemingly  disparate  entities  of
nomenclature  and  occupational  vocation
intersect  in  an  unexpected  manner,
prompting  our  investigative  foray  into  this
uncharted  territory.  As  we  delve  into  the
labyrinthine world of statistical analysis and
sociolinguistic  implications,  we are  mindful
of  the  captivating  blend  of  peculiarity  and
profundity inherent in our pursuit.

The  serene  and  melodic  cadence  of  the
name Ashanti evokes a sense of charm and
allure,  closely  associated  with  the
eponymous  West  African  ethnic  group.
Meanwhile,  the  bustling  realm  of  gas
compression and pumping stations conjures
images  of  mechanized  precision  and
industrial  dynamism.  The  juxtaposition  of
these  disparate  realms  prompts  us  to
consider  the  interplay  of  seemingly
incongruent elements, urging us to discern
patterns  where  randomness  ostensibly
reigns.

Our  study  is  underpinned  by  a  robust
dataset culled from the archives of the US
Social  Security  Administration  and  the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  spanning  the
years 2003 to 2022. Armed with the arsenal
of  empirical  data  and  statistical
methodologies,  we  embark  on  a  quest  to
decipher  the  cryptic  rapport  between  the
ethereal  domain  of  names  and  the
pragmatic  landscape  of  occupational
pursuits.  Our  pursuit  is  guided  by  the
knowledge  that  correlations,  like  onions,
often  have  layers,  and  the  fragrance  of
insightful  discovery  awaits  those  willing  to
peel away the superficial veneer.

As we immerse ourselves in the unfolding
narrative  of  numerical  abstraction  and

societal  implications,  we  remain  cognizant
of the whimsical nature of human behavior
and  the  capricious  dance  of  statistical
significance.  Our  ultimate  aim  is  to  not
merely uncover an intriguing correlation but
to ignite a spark of curiosity that illuminates
the esoteric interconnections woven into the
fabric of human existence.

Join us as we embark on this perplexing yet
captivating odyssey, where the unlikeliest of
bedfellows—the  name  Ashanti  and  the
realm  of  gas  compressor  and  pumping
station  operators—converge  in  a  tale  that
transcends  the  mundanity  of  scientific
inquiry  and  ventures  into  the  realm  of
whimsy and wonder.

2. Literature Review

The  study  of  the  connection  between  the
popularity of the first name Ashanti and the
number  of  gas  compressor  and  pumping
station operators in the state of Texas is a
venture into uncharted territory, akin to the
exploration  of  a  whimsical  yet  profound
dimension  where  the  enigmatic  dance  of
nomenclature  and  occupational
predilections  unfolds.  As  we  examine  the
interconnectedness of this unlikely pair, we
meander  through  the  annals  of  literature,
traversing  scholarly  inquiries,  offbeat
musings, and serendipitous revelations that
shed light on this captivating confluence.

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  delved  into  the  socio-
sociolinguistic intricacies of names and their
implications,  unveiling  the  nuanced
intertwining  of  nomenclature  and  societal
perceptions.  In  a  similar  vein,  Doe (2018)
scrutinized the psychological underpinnings
of  name  preferences  and  their  latent
influence  on  individual  choices,  laying  the
groundwork  for  our  investigation  into  the
intersection  of  the  Ashanti  name
phenomenon and the gas industry in Texas.

Turning to the realm of popular non-fiction
literature,  "Freakonomics" by Steven Levitt
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and  Stephen  Dubner  offers  a  tantalizing
exploration  of  unconventional  correlations,
akin to our endeavor to unravel the veiled
connection  between  a  name  and  an
occupation.  Furthermore,  "Blink"  by
Malcolm Gladwell delves into the enigmatic
realm  of  snap  judgments  and  implicit
biases,  inviting  us  to  contemplate  the
subconscious allure that certain names may
exude in the context of career preferences.

Venturing into the realm of fiction literature,
the  enigmatic  allure  of  names  and  their
latent power is the thematic cornerstone of
"The Name of the Wind" by Patrick Rothfuss
and "The Shadow of  the Wind"  by Carlos
Ruiz Zafón. These literary odysseys, albeit
far  removed  from  the  empirical  pursuit  of
our study, provide a whimsical backdrop to
contemplate  the  transcendental  resonance
of  names  in  shaping  destiny  and
occupational proclivities.

In  a  daring  departure  from  conventional
scholarly sources, we draw inspiration from
childhood cartoons and shows that, though
seemingly  disparate  from  our  academic
pursuit,  offer  subtle  insights  into  the
whimsical  interplay  of  names  and  fate.
"Scooby-Doo",  with  its  endearing  cast  of
characters each bearing distinctive names,
prompts  a  lighthearted  reflection  on  the
whimsy  of  nomenclature  and  its  potential
influence on personal inclinations. Similarly,
the  animated  series  "The  Magic  School
Bus"  serves  as  a  whimsical  tapestry
wherein  the  interplay  of  names  and
occupations converges in  a fantastical  yet
thought-provoking setting.

As we embark on this intellectual escapade,
we  remain  cognizant  of  the
preposterousness that underpins our quest,
mindful that the pursuit of knowledge need
not  always reside in  the  austere  realm of
academia but can, at times, be imbued with
a  whimsy  that  transcends  the  rigidity  of
scholarly convention. Join us as we unravel
the  mystique  of  the  Ashanti  name
phenomenon  and  its  uncanny  correlation

with  the  realm  of  gas  compressor  and
pumping  station  operators  in  Texas,
journeying through literary landscapes that
illuminate  the  whimsical  yet  profound
resonance  of  nomenclature  and
occupational preferences.

3. Our approach & methods

Our  research team embarked  on a  digital
quest  through  the  labyrinthine  archives  of
the US Social  Security  Administration  and
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  akin  to
intrepid  explorers  navigating  the  tangled
jungle  of  data.  We  meticulously  amassed
information  spanning  from  2003  to  2022,
capturing the temporal flux of nomenclatural
preferences and occupational machinations.
Our  expedition  through  the  vast  virtual
expanse of historical records was akin to a
treasure  hunt,  unearthing  nuggets  of
statistical gold amidst the digital debris.

Upon  procuring  the  rich  tapestry  of  data,
akin  to  modern-day  alchemists,  we
embarked  on  the  arcane  ritual  of  data
cleansing  and  transformation.  Like  skilled
artisans  polishing  rough  diamonds,  we
meticulously  sifted  through  the  raw  data,
purging anomalies and inconsistencies with
the precision of a discerning curator. Ergo,
our dataset emerged as a polished gem of
statistical  purity,  bereft  of  blemishes  and
data aberrations.

Armed  with  the  chiseled  dataset,  akin  to
dauntless  sculptors  confronting  a  block  of
marble,  we  unleashed  the  formidable
arsenal of statistical methodologies to carve
out the essence of the correlation between
the popularity of the name Ashanti and the
abundance of gas compressor and pumping
station  operators  in  the  Texan  landscape.
The odyssey of statistical analysis unfolded
like a complex equation, with each variable
and coefficient akin to the characters in an
intricate  symphony,  harmonizing  to
orchestrate  the  grand  movement  of
correlation.
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We  employed  the  venerable  Pearson
correlation  coefficient,  that  venerable
stalwart of statistical inquiry, to measure the
strength  and  direction  of  the  linear
relationship  between  the  two  variables.
Furthermore,  we  conducted  a  series  of
rigorous  t-tests,  akin  to  scrutinizing  jurors
deliberating over the guilt or innocence of a
defendant,  to  ascertain  the  statistical
significance of our findings.

Venturing  into  the  realm  of  regression
modeling,  akin  to  navigators  charting  the
uncharted  waters  of  a  vast  ocean,  we
sought to unravel the nuanced nuances of
this enigmatic correlation. Our multi-variate
regression models  evoked the image of  a
skillful conductor orchestrating a symphony
of  covariates,  teasing  apart  the  intricate
harmonies  of  nomenclature  and
occupational  proclivities.  Through  this
labyrinthine  methodological  dance,  we
sought  to  distill  the  essence  of  causation
from the murky depths of correlation.

In our unyielding pursuit  of  methodological
rigor,  we  subjected  our  findings  to  the
crucible  of  quality  control  and  sensitivity
analysis. Tasked with the unenviable role of
methodological gatekeepers, we scrutinized
every  nook  and  cranny  of  our  analytical
framework, ensuring that our findings stood
resolute  in  the  face  of  methodological
scrutiny. Like discerning oenophiles swirling
a  glass  of  fine  wine,  we  imbibed  the
essence  of  our  findings,  savoring  its
qualitative nuances while subjecting it to the
ruthless scrutiny of sensitivity analysis.

Amidst  the  heady  fervor  of  statistical
exploration,  we  remained  steadfastly
anchored  to  the ethos of  ethical  research
conduct,  akin  to  moral  sentinels  guarding
the  sanctity  of  scientific  inquiry.  Our
adherence  to  ethical  principles  in  data
collection and analysis served as the moral
compass  guiding  our  empirical  odyssey,
ensuring  that  our  quest  for  discovery
remained  untainted  by  ethical
transgressions.

In  essence,  our  methodological  sojourn
encompassed  a  tapestry  of  empirical
pursuits, statistical vim, and moral rectitude,
coalescing  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
interplay  between  Ashanti's  popularity  and
the realm of gas compressor and pumping
station operators in Texas.

4. Results

Our analysis of the relationship between the
popularity of the first name Ashanti and the
number  of  gas  compressor  and  pumping
station  operators  in  Texas  yielded  some
truly  unexpected  findings.  The  correlation
coefficient  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables  was  a  striking
0.9244788,  indicating  a  strong  positive
relationship.  This  correlation  was  further
supported  by  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8546611, signifying that over 85% of the
variability  in  the  number  of  gas  operators
could be explained by the popularity of the
name Ashanti. With a p-value of less than
0.01,  we  can  confidently  assert  the
statistical  significance  of  this  correlation,
leaving us both astounded and slightly giddy
at the curious connection we had unearthed
in our data.

In Figure 1, the scatterplot reveals a clear
and pronounced positive linear relationship
between  the  prevalence  of  the  name
Ashanti and the number of gas compressor
and  pumping  station  operators  in  Texas.
The  data  points  form  a  remarkably  tight
cluster,  almost  as  if  they  were  on  a  first-
name basis with each other. 

As we reflect on these results, we can't help
but marvel at the fusion of serendipity and
statistical significance that has led us to this
peculiar  correlation.  It's  as  if  the  name
Ashanti  possesses  a  magnetic  pull  that
beckons  individuals  toward  the  domain  of
gas  operation,  creating  a  harmonic
convergence  that  defies  conventional
explanation.  While  the  exact  mechanism
governing  this  phenomenon  remains
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enigmatic,  our  findings  undeniably
underscore the nuanced interplay between
nomenclature  and  occupational
predilections.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications  of  this  correlation  extend
beyond  the  realm  of  mere  statistical
curiosity,  permeating  the  very  fabric  of
sociolinguistic  interactions  and  career
pathways.  We  are  left  pondering  the
profound question: what's in a name? With
this newfound understanding, we may need
to  consider  renaming  gas  compressors  to
"Ashanti Operated Industrial Whimsies" for
an added dash of charm and mystique.

Our results not only raise eyebrows but also
inspire a sense of whimsical wonder at the
intricate dance of human existence. As we
bask  in  the  glow  of  this  unexpected
discovery, we are reminded of the enduring
truth that  in  the vast  expanse of  empirical
inquiry,  there  is  always  room  for  the
delightful and the unanticipated.

5. Discussion

The  uncanny  correlation  between  the
popularity of the first name Ashanti and the
number  of  gas  compressor  and  pumping
station operators in the state of Texas has
left  us  grappling  with  the  whimsical  yet
perplexing intricacies  of  nomenclature and
occupational proclivities. Upon reflection of

our  findings,  it  becomes  evident  that  our
results  substantiate  and  extend  prior
research in this beguiling field of study, as
we  delve  into  the  obscure  interplay  of
names  and  career  choices,  echoing  the
scholarly musings that have paved the way
for our intellectual escapade.

Our  discovery  of  a  striking  correlation
coefficient of 0.9244788, underpinned by a
p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  aligns  with  the
curiosity-driven  spirit  of  prior  inquiries  into
unconventional  correlations.  From  the
socio-sociolinguistic explorations of Smith et
al.  (2015)  to  the  psychological
underpinnings  of  name  preferences
scrutinized  by  Doe  (2018),  our  research
amplifies the esoteric allure of  names and
their  latent  influence  on  occupational
pathways,  propelling  this  enigmatic
connection into the empirical spotlight. The
unexpected  convergence  of  the  Ashanti
name phenomenon with the gas industry in
Texas serves as a whimsical  testament to
the  thematic  resonance  of  nomenclature
and its enthralling influence on professional
predilections,  much  like  the  non-fiction
musings  of  Levitt  and  Dubner  in
"Freakonomics."

Our  findings  not  only  consolidate  but
elevate the unconventional wisdom gleaned
from literary odysseys such as "The Name
of the Wind" by Patrick Rothfuss and "The
Shadow of the Wind" by Carlos Ruiz Zafón,
infusing our empirical pursuit with a dash of
whimsy  that  artfully  mirrors  the
transcendental  resonance  of  names  in
shaping  occupational  destinies.  The
serendipitous confluence of our results with
the  irreverent  yet  revelatory  spirit  of
"Scooby-Doo" and "The Magic School Bus"
beckons  us  to  embrace  the  whimsical
interplay  of  names  and  fate,  adding  an
unexpected layer  of  mirth to our  scholarly
discourse.

As we bask in the glow of this unanticipated
discovery,  the  very  question  "what's  in  a
name?"  takes  on  a  newfound  profundity,
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prompting us to contemplate the enigmatic
allure that certain names may exude in the
context of career preferences. Perhaps our
next  step  is  to  explore  the  influence  of
names  on  other  occupational  realms,
unlocking  the  untold  whimsies  that  lie
dormant in the dance of nomenclature and
professional proclivities. In the venturesome
pursuit of knowledge, we are reminded that
the rigidity  of  scholarly  convention can,  at
times, benefit  from a whimsical infusion of
the unexpected and the delightful.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unraveled a
curious tapestry of statistical serendipity that
intertwines the popularity of the first  name
Ashanti with the number of gas compressor
and pumping station operators in the Lone
Star State. This unforeseen correlation, with
its impressive coefficient of 0.9244788, has
left  us  pondering  the  enigmatic  allure  of
nomenclature  and  its  influence  on
occupational pathways. It seems that in the
grand symphony of statistical  analysis,  the
name  Ashanti  conducts  a  melodious
overture that echoes through the industrious
corridors  of  Texas's  gas  infrastructure,
enticing  individuals  with  a  siren  call  that
defies conventional logic. 

As  we  wrap  up  our  findings,  it  becomes
increasingly evident that our results not only
provoke  scholarly  intrigue  but  also  infuse
the  realm  of  scientific  inquiry  with  a
whimsical  charm.  The  enigmatic  dance  of
statistical  significance  and  societal
subtleties  beckons  us  to  consider  the
myriad  ways  in  which  human  behavior
intertwines  with  the  esoteric  tendrils  of
nomenclature.  The  implications  are  as
profound as they are amusing, prompting us
to  ponder  the  potential  for  whimsically
named gas operations to revolutionize the
Texan industrial landscape.

With that, we assert that further inquiry into
this  captivating  phenomenon  may  yield

amusing insights, but for now, it seems that
we've unraveled the quirkiest facets of the
Ashanti  name's  influence  on  Texas  gas
operators. In the grand theater of empirical
investigation, it is with a knowing smile and
a  twinkle  in  our  scholarly  eyes  that  we
declare - "That's all  folks!"  -  for  no further
research  is  needed  in  this  delightfully
whimsical realm.

And thus, we bid adieu to the peculiar yet
enchanting  tale  of  the  Ashanti  name's
unforeseen  rendezvous  with  Texas  gas
compressor and pumping station operators,
leaving academia with a dash of humor and
a newfound appreciation for the whimsy of
statistical discovery.
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