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Abstract

This study explores the unexpected intersection of genetically modified organism (GMO) use in cotton 
farming and the frequency of Google searches for the phrase "I can't even" in the state of Arkansas. 
Utilizing comprehensive data from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Google 
Trends, our research team uncovered a remarkable correlation between these seemingly disparate 
phenomena. The correlation coefficient of 0.8868590 with a significance level of p < 0.01 for the period 
spanning 2004 to 2022 suggests a strong connection that demands closer examination. We delve into the
potential implications of this correlation, considering the socio-cultural undercurrents and the subtle 
influence of agriculture on internet search behavior. Our findings provoke intriguing questions about the 
impact of GMO adoption on the fabric of public sentiment and expression, while also presenting an 
opportunity to weave together the seemingly unconnected threads of agricultural practices and online 
colloquialisms.
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1. Introduction

The  widespread  adoption  of  genetically
modified  (GM)  cotton  in  Arkansas  has
sparked a myriad of  debates,  discussions,

and  investigations  into  its  effects  on
agricultural  productivity,  environmental
impact,  and  consumer  health.  Despite  the
scientific  rigor  applied  to  evaluating  these
tangible  outcomes,  our  study  takes  an
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unconventional  detour  into  the  realm  of
digital  behavior  and  linguistic  expression.
We  are  confronted  with  an  enigma  that
raises  the  question:  could  there  be  an
unexpected  relationship  between  the
cultivation of GM cotton and the emergence
of  the  popular  colloquial  phrase  "I  can't
even"?

As we embark on this exploration,  we are
reminded of the eclectic nature of research
pursuits.  In  a  field  where  correlations  are
often sought  in  an array  of  variables,  our
investigation  exemplifies  the  unpredictable
meanderings  of  intellectual  curiosity.  The
opportunity  to  unravel  an  unexpected
connection  between  biotechnology  and
internet  linguistics is akin to venturing into
the  unexplored  territories  of  a  scientific
wilderness.  The  very  nature  of  research
sometimes  leads  us  down  unforeseen
paths,  much like stumbling upon a hidden
trail while navigating the dense undergrowth
of data analysis.

Against the backdrop of statistical analyses
and  theoretical  frameworks,  it  is  vital  to
remain  receptive  to  the  possibility  of
unanticipated discoveries. Our endeavor to
elucidate  the  tangled  web  of  associations
between the implementation of  GM cotton
and the digital utterances of "I  can't  even"
serves as a testament to the serendipitous
nature of scientific inquiry. This unorthodox
juxtaposition  of  seemingly  unrelated
variables  underscores  the  importance  of
maintaining  a  broad  perspective  in  the
pursuit of knowledge, much like connecting
disparate  puzzle  pieces  to  reveal  an
unexpected image.

The  trajectory  of  scientific  investigation  is
often characterized by the pursuit of logical,
predictable patterns and causes. However,
the  culmination  of  great  scientific  insights
frequently  arises  from  embracing  the
unexpected and at times, seemingly absurd
interconnections.  The  search  for  better
comprehension  does  not  always  follow  a
linear path; it necessitates the willingness to

entertain unanticipated insights and venture
into uncharted intellectual terrain, much like
embarking  on  a  labyrinthine  journey  of
knowledge acquisition.

In the subsequent sections of this paper, we
will  meticulously  unravel  the  intricacies  of
this  unexpected  correlation,  employing
robust  methodologies  and  analyses  to
probe  the  underlying  mechanisms.  As  we
embark  on  this  intellectual  excursion,  we
are reminded that the pursuit of knowledge
occasionally  calls  for  a detour  into offbeat
avenues,  where  the  most  remarkable
discoveries  may  await  –  much  like
stumbling upon an intriguing anomaly while
traversing the terra incognita of research.

2. Literature Review

The  authors  find  in  "Smith  et  al."  an
extensive  analysis  of  the  adoption  of
genetically  modified  (GM)  cotton  in  the
agricultural  landscape  of  Arkansas.  This
comprehensive  study  delves  into  the
economic  ramifications,  environmental
implications,  and  agronomic  performance
associated with the cultivation of GM cotton
in the region. Additionally, "Doe and Smith"
provide insight into the behavioral patterns
of  cotton  farmers  in  response  to  the
introduction of GM cotton, shedding light on
the  decision-making  processes  and
adaptive strategies prevalent in this context.
Moreover,  "Jones  and  Brown"  offer  a
nuanced  examination  of  internet  search
trends and linguistic expressions, albeit in a
different geographic context.

As  we  pivot  toward  a  more  intricate
examination of the intersection between GM
cotton adoption and online colloquialisms, it
is  imperative  to  consider  the  broader
sociocultural milieu. The works of "Adams"
and  "Wilson"  illuminate  the  ever-evolving
dynamics  of  language and  communication
in the digital era, elucidating the intricacies
of lexical innovation and the dissemination
of  linguistic  trends.  Furthermore,  "Garcia"
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presents an anthropological perspective on
the  impact  of  technological  advancements
on  human  expression  and  interaction,
offering  valuable  insights  into  the
interconnectedness of agricultural practices
and virtual communication.

In  the  realm  of  fiction  literature,  the
evocative narratives of "The Secret Life of
Bees" by Sue Monk Kidd and "The Cotton
Queen"  by  Pamela  Morsi  evoke  the
transcendental allure of cotton as a symbol
of  resilience  and  transformation.  These
poignant  literary  works  resonate  with  the
enduring  cultural  significance  of  cotton
cultivation,  infusing  a  sense  of  lyrical
whimsy  into  the  ostensibly  pragmatic
domain of agricultural discourse.

Drawing inspiration from the world of board
games, the strategic intricacies of "Agricola"
and  the  serendipitous  discoveries  of
"Carcassonne"  mirror  the  multifaceted
nature  of  agricultural  endeavors  and  the
unforeseen  connections  that  may  arise
amidst  seemingly  disparate  elements.
These  analogical  musings  beckon  us  to
appreciate the whimsical interplay of chance
and  intentionality  in  the  complexities  of
agricultural  practices  and  societal
phenomena.

The  juxtaposition  of  these  academic  and
cultural  touchstones  sets  the  stage  for  a
captivating  exploration  of  the  entwined
domains  of  genetically  modified  cotton
cultivation and the idiosyncrasies of online
expression.  This  synthesis  of  divergent
sources forms the backdrop against which
the authors’ investigation unfolds, offering a
lens through which to unravel the enigmatic
correlation between GM cotton in Arkansas
and Google searches for "I can't even."

3. Our approach & methods

The  methodology  employed  in  this  study
combined  a  multi-faceted  approach  to
comprehensively  capture  and  analyze  the

relationship  between  GMO  use  in  cotton
farming in  Arkansas and Google searches
for the colloquial  expression "I  can't  even"
from  2004  to  2022.  The  data  collection
process  was  conducted  with  meticulous
care, akin to tending to a delicate specimen
in a controlled laboratory setting.

Utilizing  publicly  available  data  sources,
including the United States Department  of
Agriculture (USDA) and Google Trends, we
gathered  information  on  the  adoption  of
genetically  modified cotton in  Arkansas as
well  as  the frequency of  searches for  the
phrase  "I  can't  even"  in  the  same
geographic  region.  These  datasets  were
akin  to  the  distinct  pieces  of  a  nebulous
puzzle,  waiting  to  be  assembled  by  the
steady hands of scientific inquiry.

To  quantify  the  presence  of  genetically
modified cotton in Arkansas, we referenced
annual reports from the USDA, resembling
the  gathering  of  specimens  for  analysis
under  stringent  laboratory  conditions.  The
data on GMO adoption rates served as the
foundational  building  blocks  for  our
investigation, providing the raw materials for
our subsequent statistical analyses.

The frequency of Google searches for  the
phrase "I can't even" served as a proxy for
online  linguistic  expression,  akin  to
observing  the  behaviors  of  an  elusive
species in their natural habitat. By utilizing
Google  Trends,  we  accessed  and
documented  the  ebb  and  flow  of  this
colloquial  phrase's prevalence in Arkansas
over the specified time period. The choice of
this  unconventional  variable  underscored
the unorthodox nature of our investigation,
akin  to  incorporating  an  unexpected
element into the controlled environment of a
scientific experiment.

Upon  amassing  these  disparate  datasets,
we  engaged  in  a  rigorous  process  of
statistical  analysis  resembling  the  intricate
weaving  of  threads  to  reveal  a  cohesive
fabric  of  understanding.  Leveraging
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advanced  statistical  tools  such  as
correlation  analysis,  we  quantified  the
association between the adoption of  GMO
cotton and the frequency of  "I  can't  even"
searches, recognizing the need to ascertain
the  robustness  of  any  observed  patterns.
This  process  was  akin  to  scrutinizing  the
minutiae  of  a  complex  cellular  structure,
searching  for  intrinsic  connections  that
might underpin broader phenomena.

In doing so, we meticulously accounted for
potential confounding variables, recognizing
the  importance  of  isolating  the  specific
relationship  between  GMO  adoption  and
online linguistic behavior. By applying robust
statistical methodologies, we sought to distill
the  underlying  signals  from  the  noise  of
extraneous influences, akin to extracting a
rare compound from a mixture of chemical
elements.

The  analytical  process  culminated  in  the
determination of a correlation coefficient, a
numerical representation of the strength and
direction of  the relationship between GMO
adoption in cotton farming and "I can't even"
searches. This statistical metric was akin to
the measurement of a pivotal characteristic
in  a  complex  biological  system,  offering
insight  into  the  interplay  of  the  variables
under scrutiny.

Throughout this methodological journey, we
remained mindful of the unique intersection
of agricultural science and digital behavior,
recognizing the idiosyncratic  nature of  our
investigation.  Our  approach  mirrored  the
intricacies  of  a  delicate  dance,  where  the
cadence of  statistical  analysis  harmonized
with  the  unexpected  rhythms  of  linguistic
expression, yielding novel insights into the
potential  connections  between  GMO
adoption and online colloquialisms.

By  fusing  traditional  agricultural  data  with
digital  behavioral  indicators,  our
methodology  embraced  the  atypical  and
unanticipated,  akin  to  conducting  an
experiment  where  disparate  elements

converge  in  unanticipated  ways.  This
heterodox  approach  underscored  our
commitment  to  unraveling  the  captivating
conundrum at the heart of this study, where
the  threads  of  genetically  modified  cotton
and online linguistic expression intertwine in
a captivating tapestry of scientific inquiry.

4. Results

The  data  analysis  revealed  a  striking
correlation  between  the  adoption  of
genetically  modified  (GM)  cotton  in
Arkansas  and  the  frequency  of  Google
searches  for  the  colloquial  phrase "I  can't
even."  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8868590  suggests  a  strong  positive
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables. This implies that as the
use of GMO cotton increased in Arkansas,
there  was  a  corresponding  rise  in  the
number of searches for the phrase "I can't
even" on Google.

Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of
determination  (r-squared)  of  0.7865190
indicates that approximately 78.65% of the
variability in the frequency of "I can't even"
searches can be explained by the changes
in  GM  cotton  adoption.  Such  a  high  r-
squared value emphasizes  the robustness
of  the  relationship  and  underscores  the
potential  influence  of  agricultural  practices
on  digital  behavior.  It  appears  that  the
cultivation  of  GM  cotton  may  indeed  be
woven  into  the  fabric  of  internet
colloquialisms,  contributing  significantly  to
the prevalence of this particular expression
in the online sphere.

The statistical significance level of p < 0.01
provides strong evidence to reject  the null
hypothesis and confirms the presence of a
meaningful  relationship  between  the
variables.  This indicates that the observed
correlation is unlikely to be due to random
chance,  but  rather  reflects  a  genuine
association between GMO cotton use and
the frequency of "I can't even" searches.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure 1 presents a scatterplot depicting the
pronounced correlation between GM cotton
adoption and "I  can't  even" searches.  The
scatterplot  visually  encapsulates  the
strength  and  direction  of  the  relationship,
illustrating how the two variables coalesce
into  a  coherent  pattern.  It  serves  as  a
graphical  testament  to  the  unexpected
interconnectedness  between  agricultural
practices and online linguistic phenomena.

The  findings  of  this  study  prompt  us  to
reassess  the  conventional  boundaries  of
influence,  as  they  underscore  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  unrelated
domains.  This  correlation  challenges  the
traditional compartmentalization of scientific
inquiry  and  beckons  for  a  broader
perspective that acknowledges the intricate
imbrication  of  diverse  facets  of  human
activity.  The  unexpected  coherence
between  GMO  cotton  and  "I  can't  even"
searches  invites  contemplation  on  the
subtle  and  unanticipated  ways  in  which
agricultural  practices  may permeate digital
vernacular.

This revelation pokes fun at the seriousness
of more conventional scientific inquiries and
tickles  the  fancy  of  those  who  appreciate
the serendipitous nature of  research.  After
all, who would have thought that genetically
modified  cotton  could  also  be  spinning  a
yarn in the digital realm? The implications of
this  correlation  on  popular  culture  and

linguistic  trends open the door to  a whole
new dimension of inquiry, reminding us that
scientific research is not always a straight-
laced  affair  but  can  elicit  chuckles  and
surprise in unexpected places.

5. Discussion

The  presence  of  a  strong  positive
correlation  between  the  adoption  of
genetically  modified  (GM)  cotton  in
Arkansas  and  the  frequency  of  Google
searches  for  the  colloquial  phrase "I  can't
even"  gives rise to intriguing speculations.
The robust statistical relationship observed
in  this  study aligns  with prior  research on
the  subtle,  and  at  times  whimsical,
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  distinct
domains.  Our  findings  echo  the  insightful
musings  of  "Adams"  and  "Wilson,"  who
have  expounded  upon  the  evolutionary
dynamics  of  language  in  the  digital  age,
foreshadowing the confluence of agricultural
practices  and  virtual  expression  that  we
have unveiled.

The substantial coefficient of determination
(r-squared)  of  0.7865190  not  only
emphasizes the potency of the relationship
but also prompts a sardonic chuckle at the
thought  that  approximately  78.65% of  the
variability in the frequency of "I can't even"
searches can be ascribed to fluctuations in
GM cotton adoption.  This  statistic,  with its
almost  poetic  precision,  underscores  the
intricate  imbrication  of  agricultural
endeavors and digital discourse, effectively
spinning  a  complex  web  that  elicits  both
scholarly  contemplation  and  wry
amusement.

The statistical significance level of p < 0.01,
akin to a rare gem amidst the rough terrain
of  statistical  inquiry,  provides a compelling
validation  of  the  genuine  association
between GMO cotton use and the frequency
of "I can't even" searches. It is an outcome
that  prompts  one  to  marvel  at  the
serendipitous  discoveries  and  humorous
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twists that lay concealed within the labyrinth
of research and data analysis, reminding us
that science, much like life itself, possesses
an  inimitable  capacity  for  surprise  and
whimsy.

As we reflect  upon the implications of  our
findings,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  far-
reaching influence  of  agricultural  practices
transcends the conventional  boundaries of
scientific inquiry, permeating even the digital
vernacular.  The  unexpected  coherence
between  GMO  cotton  and  "I  can't  even"
searches  unveils  a  novel  dimension  of
inquiry,  beckoning  us  to  relinquish  the
rigidity  of  traditional  scientific
compartmentalization.  This  revelation  is  a
testament  to  the  capricious  nature  of
research,  orchestrating  a symphony of  sly
humor  and  unforeseen  connections  that
appeal to the curious intellect and tickle the
fancy of  those who revel  in  the whimsical
interplay of statistical forces.

In  conclusion,  the  intertwining  threads  of
genetically  modified  cotton  cultivation  and
online  colloquialisms  illuminate  the
multidimensional  tapestry  of  scientific
investigation and cultural insight. While the
ever-evolving landscape of research may be
fraught with complexities, it is also rife with
delightful  surprises  and  unexpected
harmonies,  prompting  us  to  approach
inquiry with an open mind and a keen sense
of humor.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of this research
project  shed  light  on  the  unusual  yet
compelling  relationship  between  the
deployment  of  genetically  modified  (GM)
cotton  in  Arkansas  and  the  frequency  of
searches for the exasperated expression "I
can't  even"  on  Google.  The  remarkable
correlation coefficient of 0.8868590 and the
high level of statistical significance indicate
a  strong  association  between  these
seemingly incongruous variables, prompting

us  to  unravel  the  tangled  web  that
intertwines  biotechnology  and  internet
linguistics.

The  discovery  of  this  correlation  not  only
adds a touch of whimsy to the often sober
world  of  scholarly  inquiry  but  also
underscores  the  multifaceted,  intricate
interactions  that  permeate  the  fabric  of
human activity.  The evidence presented in
this  study  challenges  conventional
boundaries  of  influence,  inviting  us  to
contemplate the unexpected ways in which
agricultural  practices  resonate  in  digital
communication.  It  is  a  stark reminder  that
scientific inquiry, despite its solemn visage,
can  harbor  unexpected  amusement  and
intellectual twists.

This research also serves as a reminder of
the  inherent  unpredictability  of  scientific
pursuits,  where  the  most  surprising
connections  may  be  unveiled  amidst  the
labyrinth of data analysis.  It  encourages a
broadened  perspective  in  the  pursuit  of
knowledge,  one  that  does  not  shy  away
from  exploring  uncharted  terrain  and
embracing  the  potential  for  delightful
surprises. As such, this study epitomizes the
idiosyncratic  nature  of  scientific
investigation,  where  the  most  remarkable
insights  often  emerge  from  the
unanticipated  juxtaposition  of  seemingly
unrelated variables.

In light of these findings, it is evident that no
more research is needed in this area. This
study  enlightens  and  entertains,  laying  to
rest any doubts about  the impact  of GMO
cotton on exasperated internet searches.
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