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Alaska's Sky and Beyond

Colton Harrison, Addison Tanner, Gideon P Turnbull

Cambridge, Massachusetts

In this study, we set out to investigate the uncanny relationship between the number of
avionics technicians in Alaska and the frequency of xkcd comics published about outer
space. We combined data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics with Al analysis of xkcd
comics to address this delightful but perplexing conundrum. It's not often that one gets to
blend the worlds of avionics and webcomics, but here we are, soaring through the
statistical skies with a twinkle in our eye. Our findings reveal a remarkably robust
correlation coefficient of 0.8156890 and p < 0.01 for the period from 2008 to 2022. As we
delved into the data, a strikingly clear pattern emerged, which left us pondering whether
avionics technicians are secretly contributing inspiration to the creative minds behind
xkcd's space-themed humor. It's almost as if the avionics industry is giving the comics an
"uplifting"” boost!  In conclusion, this research sheds light on the unexpected
interconnectedness between the professional landscape of Alaska's aviation industry and
the whimsical musings of xkcd's extraterrestrial content. As always, we hope our statistical

findings "lift" your spirits and propel you to new heights of statistical humor.

The intersection of avionics technicians and
xkcd comics may seem like a flight of fancy, but
our study takes a serious look at the correlation
between these two seemingly disparate variables.
As statisticians, we are used to exploring the
uncharted territories of data, but this particular
research journey brought us to unexpected heights
of statistical amusement.

Now, you might be wondering, "What do
avionics technicians in Alaska have to do with xkcd
comics about outer space?" Well, hold onto your
seatbelts because we're about to take a statistical
tour through the skies and beyond to unravel this
delightful mystery. It's as if the statistical gods are
saying, "Prepare for takeoff...of laughter!"

Our fascination with this peculiar relationship
stems from a desire to not only uncover the

statistical underpinnings but also to sprinkle a bit of
statistical stardust on the often rigid world of
research. After all, why should statistics be as dry as
the desert when they can be as lively as a comedy
club? This study aims to infuse some levity into the
usually serious statistical discourse. It's high time
we added a bit of statistical "punchline power" to
our repertoire!

So, without further ado, let's embark on this
statistical journey that may appear to be a comical
odyssey at first glance but promises to uncover a
statistical tale that is truly out of this world! As we
delve into the depths of data and correlations,
prepare for a statistical adventure that might just
"launch" you into a world of unexpected humor and
insights!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



LITERATURE REVIEW

The authors find in "Smith et al." a systematic
analysis of the avionics technician workforce in
Alaska, detailing the education levels, employment
trends, and regional distribution. This study
provides a solid foundation for understanding the
professional landscape of this specialized industry
in the state commonly referred to as the "Last
Frontier." The statistical insights unearthed in this
study are as vast as the Alaskan wilderness,
demonstrating the multifaceted nature of the
avionics technician profession and its significance
to the region's economy.

In "Doe and Brown," a comprehensive examination
of xkcd comics published about outer space during
the same period, the authors meticulously dissect
the thematic elements, artistic styles, and reader
responses to these space-themed comic strips. The
findings shed light on the immense popularity and
cultural impact of the webcomic series, positioning
it as a veritable cosmic phenomenon in the digital
universe.

Now, shifting gears slightly, reminiscent of a
Cessna making a graceful turn, let's consider how
these serious topics intersect with more lighthearted
literary works and online content. "Space: A Visual
Encyclopedia" by DK offers a visually stunning
exploration of outer space, providing a rich tapestry
of astronomical knowledge. Meanwhile, "The
Martian" by Andy Weir, which chronicles an
astronaut's struggle for survival on the red planet,
captivates readers with its blend of scientific
accuracy and gripping narrative. These works,
though fictional, offer a glimpse into the fascination
with space exploration that permeates popular
culture.

And speaking of popular culture, internet memes
such as "One Does Not Simply Launch a Rocket
into Space" and "Moon Moon" reflect the
widespread fascination with space-related content
and humor. These memes, with their irreverent take
on celestial subjects, showcase the enduring appeal
of space-themed comedy in the digital age. It seems

that even in the infinite expanse of the cosmos,
humor finds a way to take center stage.

Returning to more serious matters, the authors draw
attention to the need for a statistical investigation
into the interconnectedness of the avionics industry
and xkcd's space-themed comics. While this
endeavor may seem like a theoretical flight of
fancy, our statistical analysis aims to soar to new
heights of understanding, all while injecting a
healthy dose of statistical humor into the mix.

It's as if these two seemingly unrelated spheres have
been orbiting each other, waiting for statistical
analysis to bring them into alignment. And, much
like a well-timed dad joke, the statistical revelations
arising from this interplay promise to elicit both
amusement and genuine insights.

METHODOLOGY

In our quest to uncover the mysterious connection
between the number of avionics technicians in
Alaska and the frequency of xkcd comics about
outer space, our research team embarked on a
statistical expedition spanning the years 2008 to
2022. Our first step was to navigate the wild
frontiers of the Bureau of Labor Statistics to procure
the number of avionics technicians employed in the
pristine skies of Alaska. It was like mining for
statistical gold in the vast expanse of Alaska's
aerospace industry.

But as they say, "When in doubt, turn to AI!" So, we
deployed sophisticated Al analysis to traverse the
celestial landscapes of xkcd comics and extract the
frequency of delightful space-themed musings
gracing their digital pages. It was like sending a
statistical rover to Mars — except in this case, our Al
rover was scooping up data from xkcd's cosmic
comedy instead of Martian rocks.

With these two robust datasets in hand, we
employed a clever concoction of statistical methods
to tease out the underlying relationship between
these seemingly unrelated variables. Our statistical
toolset included the trusty Pearson correlation
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coefficient, which allowed us to measure the
strength and direction of the relationship between
avionics technicians and xkcd's space-themed
creations. It's like using a scientific telescope to
peer into the statistical constellations of correlation!

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we also
subjected the data to a rigorous time-series analysis,
akin to unraveling the twists and turns of a
statistical thriller. This allowed us to discern any
temporal patterns and trends in the interplay
between avionics technicians and xkcd's cosmic
comic strips. It was like watching the statistical
story arc unfold across the years, with avionics
professionals and space-inspired humor dancing
through the statistical tapestry of time.

But, as any seasoned statistician knows, no analysis
is complete without a wink from Lady Luck herself.
So, we performed a battery of statistical tests to
ascertain the significance of our findings, ensuring
that our results were not simply a celestial
coincidence. It was like seeking the elusive
statistical shooting star amidst the cosmic noise of
data — and boy, did we catch a twinkling gem of
insight!

In the end, armed with an arsenal of statistical
methods and a dash of statistical serendipity, we
unveiled a robust correlation coefficient of
0.8156890, with a p-value of less than 0.01,
solidifying the profound link between the number of
avionics technicians in Alaska and the orbit of xkcd
comics around the theme of outer space. It's as if the
statistical stars aligned to reveal a cosmic
connection that's as clear as the Alaskan night sky!

And remember, when it comes to statistical
analysis, we always take the "p-value" with a grain
of salt — or perhaps a statistical "margarita" on the
statistical beach of significance!

RESULTS

Our statistical analysis uncovered a strong positive
correlation (r = 0.8156890, p < 0.01) between the
number of avionics technicians in Alaska and the

frequency of xkcd comics published about outer
space from 2008 to 2022. It seems that as the
presence of avionics technicians soared, so did the
cosmic jests in xkcd comics. One might even say
the correlation took flight like a well-tuned aircraft!

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually captures this
compelling relationship, with each point on the plot
seemingly floating through the statistical
stratosphere, much like avionics technicians and
space-themed humor intertwining in a cosmic
dance.

The robustness of the correlation coefficient (r-
squared = 0.6653486) further underscores the
statistical ~ significance of this unexpected
connection. It's as if the statistical stars aligned to
reveal the hidden bond between the aeronautical
world and the artistic universe of webcomics. Who
knew that statistics could be such stellar company?

Years 2008-2022, r=0.816, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings have left us marveling at the wondrous
ways in which statistical analysis can unveil the
unlikeliest of connections. The correlation observed
in this study is a testament to the mysterious
interplay of seemingly unrelated variables, and it
reinforces the idea that statistical exploration knows
no bounds. It's like finding a well-hidden Easter egg
in a statistical treasure hunt!

In summary, our research not only reinforces the
statistical relationship between avionics technicians
in Alaska and xkcd comics about outer space but
also opens the door to a world of statistical whimsy
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and unexpected correlations. We hope this study
brings a smile to your face and reinforces the idea
that statistical exploration can be as entertaining as
it is enlightening. After all, who said statistics
couldn't be mixed with a bit of statistical stand-up
comedy?

DISCUSSION

The findings of our study affirm the insightful work
of Smith et al. in unraveling the complexities of the
avionics technician workforce in Alaska. As we
observed a strong positive correlation between the
number of avionics technicians and the frequency of
space-themed xkcd comics, it becomes clear that the
influence of Alaska's aeronautical industry
transcends the bounds of its physical operations and
seeps into the realm of artistic expression. One
might say that the avionics industry is providing
some "lift" not only to aircraft but also to the
comedic musings of xkcd!

The robust correlation coefficient we uncovered
serves as a statistical testament to the
interconnectedness between these seemingly
disparate domains. It's as if the statistical stars
aligned perfectly to illuminate the celestial dance
between avionics technicians and the cosmic humor
of xkcd comics. Quite a gravitational pull, don't you
think?

Building upon the foundational analysis by Doe and
Brown, our findings contribute to the broader
understanding of the cultural impact and thematic
underpinnings of xkcd's space-themed content. The
statistical revelations from our study suggest that
the professional landscape of the avionics industry
may indeed be fostering an atmosphere conducive
to the creation of outer space humor. It's like the
avionics technicians are launching jokes into the
statistical stratosphere!

In light of our results, the confluence of statistical
analysis with seemingly unrelated fields takes on a
new dimension. It's akin to a statistical butterfly
effect - the actions of avionics technicians in Alaska
ripple through the statistical cosmos, giving rise to

an uptick in space-themed comics. The statistics
seem to have a sense of humor, don't they?

The unexpected correlation unveiled in this study
not only reinforces the need for continued
exploration of unconventional statistical
relationships but also underscores the potential for
statistical analysis to reveal delightful surprises. It's
as if statistical exploration has its own comedic
timing, with each finding eliciting a statistical
chuckle.

Our study encourages researchers to keep an open
mind and embrace the humor and whimsy of
statistical analysis, for in this merry statistical
journey, unexpected connections and correlations
may very well be hiding in plain sight. So, let's
continue to navigate the statistical skies with a spirit
of statistical curiosity and an appreciation for the
statistical humor that underpins our numerical
musings. After all, statistics and humor make for an
unexpectedly delightful statistical pair, much like a
celestial body and its orbiting moon.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has unveiled the
statistically significant relationship between the
number of avionics technicians in Alaska and the
frequency of xkcd comics published about outer
space. It appears that these two seemingly unrelated
entities are cosmically linked, much like a well-
crafted punchline in a statistical comedy show! It's
as if the avionics industry is providing a "lift-off"
for the space-themed wit in xkcd comics.

Our findings not only showcase the strength of the
correlation coefficient (r = 0.8156890, p < 0.01) but
also highlight the unexpected harmony between the
world of aviation and the celestial musings of
webcomics. This statistical discovery is truly "out of
this  world,” demonstrating that statistical
exploration can lead to astronomical revelations.

As we wrap up this statistical expedition, we've
certainly learned that when it comes to correlations,
the sky's the limit! And in the case of this study, it
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seems the statistical "stars" aligned to reveal a
correlation that is, dare we say, "stellar." It's almost
as if this research is delivering a statistical
punchline that leaves us all "in orbit" with
excitement!

Alas, it seems that no further research is needed in
this area. Our exploration has reached statistical
heights that leave little room for additional
investigation. We hope this study not only
enlightens but also amuses, proving that statistical
research can be as entertaining as it is enlightening.
After all, why should statistics be as serious as a
black hole when they can sparkle like the stars? And
with that, we bid adieu to this statistical adventure,
knowing that we've soared to new statistical heights
— and punned along the way!

No more research is needed in this area.
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