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In this study, we set out to investigate the peculiar relationship between the number of Master's 
degrees awarded in liberal arts and burglary rates. Armed with data from the National Center for 
Education Statistics and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we delved into an 
unexpected, yet compelling intersection of academia and crime. Our research team braved the data 
trenches and unearthed a correlation coefficient of 0.9792707 and p < 0.01 for the period from 2012 
to 2021, suggesting a remarkably strong statistical link between these two seemingly disparate 
domains. It appears that the pursuit of excellence in liberal arts and the perpetration of unlawful 
entry share an unexpected connection. The findings of our study point towards a "masterpiece" of a 
correlation, highlighting the remarkably high association between the number of individuals 
receiving Master's degrees in liberal arts and burglary rates. This intriguing correlation leaves us 
pondering the age-old question: do the "masterminds" behind these crimes possess a penchant for 
the finer things in life, or does the allure of a liberal arts education propel one towards a life of 
delinquency? We may jest about the correlation, but it is crucial to remember that these findings 
shed light on a unique aspect of societal dynamics. Our study serves as a curious reminder that 
statistical relationships can sometimes yield unexpected revelations, evoking both scholarly curiosity
and the occasional dad joke amidst the serious business of academic inquiry.

The  pursuit  of  knowledge  in  the  liberal
arts  has long been regarded as a noble
endeavor, as scholars strive to unravel the
complexities  of  human  existence  and
ponder  life's  most  profound  questions.
From  Shakespearean  sonnets  to
philosophical  treatises,  the  realm  of
liberal arts has enriched minds and souls
for  centuries.  However,  beneath  the
veneer  of  intellectual  exploration  lies  a
curious  intersection  with  a  rather
unexpected counterpart: burglary rates.

It  seems  that  the  correlation  between
Master's  degrees  in  liberal  arts  and
burglary  rates  is  not  just  an  "artful"
coincidence.  As  we  embarked  on  our
research  journey,  we  couldn't  help  but
ponder:  are  these  aspiring  Master's
degree holders seeking "master keys" to

unlock  the  mysteries  of  art,  or  do  they
hold a hidden desire to unlock the doors
of  unsuspecting  homes?  Ah,  the  age-old
question of whether one's expertise lies in
unlocking the secrets of literature or the
locks on a front door.

Our  investigation  delved  deep  into  the
data, armed with statistical analyses and
a healthy dose of skepticism. We combed
through  the  National  Center  for
Education Statistics and the FBI Criminal
Justice  Information Services,  determined
to  uncover  the  truth  behind  this
unexpected  correlation.  As  we crunched
the  numbers  and  peered  into  the
labyrinth  of  statistical  relationships,  we
couldn't  help  but  marvel  at  the
"Masterpiece  Theatre"  unfolding  before
our eyes.
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Intriguingly,  our  findings  revealed  a
correlation  coefficient  that  would  make
even  the  most  mathematically-inclined
scholar  do  a  double  take.  With  a
coefficient of 0.9792707 and p < 0.01 for
the period from 2012 to 2021, we found
ourselves  staring  at  a  statistical
relationship so strong, it could almost be
considered  a  "burglar-proof"  conclusion.
It's almost as if the data were whispering,
"Have  you  heard  the  one  about  the
master's  degree  in  liberal  arts  and  the
high  burglary  rates?  They're  quite  the
'breaking' news!"

As we navigate through the lighthearted
banter,  it  is  crucial  to  remind ourselves
that  these  findings,  though  whimsical,
offer a compelling lens through which to
view the interconnected fabric of society.
Our  study's  unforeseen  connection
between  liberal  arts  education  and
burglary rates beckons us to acknowledge
the  unexpected  juxtaposition  within  our
social  tapestry—a  reminder  that
statistical relationships can transcend the
conventional  boundaries  of  academic
inquiry.  So,  as  we thread  the  needle  of
data analysis, let us pause to appreciate
the  blend  of  scholarly  curiosity  and  the
occasional dad joke, for they both play a
part in unraveling the enigmatic nature of
human behavior.

As  we proceed through the  labyrinth  of
our  findings,  let  us  consider  the
possibility that,  perhaps,  the liberal  arts
have  a  more  "intriguing"  influence  on
societal  dynamics  than  previously
imagined.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In  examining  the  curious  correlation
between  Master's  degrees  awarded  in
liberal arts and burglary rates, our study
delves  into  a  realm  where  scholarly
pursuits  meet  unexpected  intersections
with societal phenomena.  The pursuit  of
higher  education  in  liberal  arts  has
historically  been  associated  with
intellectual  enrichment  and  cultural
insight,  prompting  us  to  scrutinize  the

ostensibly  anomalous  connection  with
burglary  rates.  This  literature  review
section outlines the existing research on
this unconventional topic, shedding light
on  the  intriguing  associations  and
prompting both scholarly inquiry and the
occasional dad joke.

Smith's  seminal  work,  "The  Societal
Impact  of  Higher  Education,"  offers  an
extensive  analysis  of  educational
attainment  and  its  implications  for
societal  dynamics.  Though Smith's  focus
is  primarily  on  the  broader  socio-
economic effects of higher education, the
study  inadvertently  sparks  speculation
about  the  potential  influence  of  liberal
arts education on criminal behavior. In a
similar vein,  Doe's  research in  "Cultural
Contributions  of  Liberal  Arts  Education"
echoes  the  transformative  power  of  the
liberal  arts,  albeit  without  explicitly
addressing  its  tangential  connection  to
criminal  activities.  Like a spectator at  a
highbrow  art  exhibit  contemplating  the
juxtaposition of abstract paintings and a
misplaced  clown,  we  find  ourselves
pondering  the  unexpected  coherence  of
these seemingly divergent realms.

Turning our attention to non-fiction works
tangentially  related to  our  subject,  "The
Art of Theft" by Sherry Thomas and "The
Burglar  Who  Counted  the  Spoons"  by
Lawrence  Block,  entice  us  into  a  world
where  artfully  crafted  prose  intertwines
with the allure of thievery. These literary
offerings,  though  fictional,  provide  an
imaginative  backdrop  to  our  scholarly
endeavor,  reminding  us  that  truth  may
indeed be  stranger  than fiction.  Indeed,
the  tangled  web  of  statistical
relationships  we  unravel  parallels  the
intricate plots of these novels, with a dash
of statistical  significance and a pinch of
conspiracy resulting in a rather peculiar
blend.

Fictional works like "The Art of Fielding"
by  Chad  Harbach  and  "The  Great
Burglar"  by  W.M.  Thackeray,  while  not
directly exploring the correlation between
liberal arts education and burglary rates,
contribute  to  the  intellectual  tapestry
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from which we glean insight. Admittedly,
the  links  to  our  research  may  seem
tenuous at first glance, like a flimsy lock
on a poorly protected treasure chest, but
the underlying thematic echoes serve as a
whimsical  reminder  of  the
interconnectedness of human endeavors.

Upon  delving  further  into  the  annals  of
literature,  we  must  confess  to  an
unorthodox  approach  to  our  literature
review.  In  addition  to  the  scholarly
sources and relevant works of fiction, our
research  has  unexpectedly  benefitted
from  seemingly  disparate  sources.  In  a
whimsical  digression  from  convention,
our  literature  review  gained  a  touch  of
the  unconventional  by  drawing  insights
from  sources  beyond  the  conventional
academic  purview.  We  found  ourselves
perusing  the  backs  of  shampoo  bottles,
extracting  wisdom  from  their
formulations  and  witty  product
descriptions.  To  our  surprise,  the
requisite skills for concocting an enticing
shampoo  formula  share  an  uncanny
resemblance  to  the  finesse  required  in
scholarly inquiry – a touch of creativity, a
splash of precision, and a dollop of humor.
It  appears  that  the  playful  interplay
between academia and the unexpected is
not  confined  to  the  pages  of  serious
literature.

METHODOLOGY

To  investigate  the  enigmatic  connection
between Master's degrees in liberal arts
and  burglary  rates,  our  research  team
embarked on a quest worthy of a Sherlock
Holmes novel. Armed with data from the
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics
and the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services,  we employed a methodological
approach  that  was  as  intricate  as  a
masterfully woven tapestry, and arguably,
at  times  as  convoluted  as  an  Agatha
Christie mystery.

First,  we  meticulously  gathered  data  on
the number of Master's degrees awarded
in  liberal  arts  disciplines  from  2012  to
2021.  This  involved  navigating  the

labyrinthine  depths  of  educational
databases,  where  the  pursuit  of
information became an adventure akin to
unraveling the riddles of the Sphinx. We
combed through the digital archives with
the  determination  of  explorers  seeking
treasures, albeit in the form of statistical
figures.

Once  the  data  on  Master's  degrees  in
liberal arts was corralled, we turned our
attention  to  the  FBI's  treasure  trove  of
crime  statistics.  Our  intrepid  journey
through  these  data  involved  navigating
through the criminal landscape much like
a detective  hot  on the trail  of  a  master
thief. With every excel sheet and database
query, we felt as though we were piecing
together  a  puzzle  that  would  reveal  the
unexpected connection between academia
and the world of larceny.

Having gathered these disparate datasets,
we  engaged  in  a  statistical  tango,
employing robust correlation analyses to
unveil  the  mysterious  relationship
between  liberal  arts  accolades  and
burglary rates. The complex nature of the
data  required  an  analytical  dance  that
was as intricate as a well-choreographed
ballet, albeit one more suited for number-
crunching enthusiasts than for the stage.

We must acknowledge that our approach
involved  navigating  through  a  maze  of
statistical methodologies and multivariate
analyses.  Much  like  deciphering  the
hieroglyphs of an ancient civilization, we
employed regression models and control
variables  to  tease  out  the  nuanced
interplay  between  the  confounding
factors  and  the  central  variables  of
interest.

In  the  spirit  of  full  transparency,  it  is
essential  to  note  that  our  methodology
was  not  without  its  challenges  and
potential  biases.  Just  as  a  master  of
disguise can confound even the shrewdest
of  investigators,  the  complexities  of
statistical  analyses  presented  us  with
unforeseen  methodological  hurdles.
Nevertheless,  armed  with  a  spirit  of
tenacity  and  a  penchant  for  statistical
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puns,  we  mitigated  these  challenges  as
deftly as a cunning detective circumvents
the wiles of a crafty adversary.

Dad  Joke  Alert:  As  we  navigated  the
twists and turns of our methodology, we
couldn't  help  but  feel  a  kinship  with  a
certain caped superhero. We were, after
all, on a mission to uncover the "master"
of  all  correlations,  much  like  Batman
seeks  to  unmask  the  identity  of  a  wily
villain.

In conclusion, our methodology may have
been as multifaceted as a diamond, but it
allowed us to shed light on an unexpected
correlation  that  tantalizes  the  scholarly
imagination.

RESULTS

The results of our investigation unveiled a
remarkably  strong  correlation  between
the number of Master's degrees awarded
in  liberal  arts  and  burglary  rates.  Our
statistical  analysis  yielded  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9792707,  indicating  a
robust  and  highly  positive  association
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  This  finding  suggests  that  as
the number of Master's degrees in liberal
arts increased, so did the burglary rates.
It's almost as if the pursuit of knowledge
in the liberal  arts  led to  a surge in  the
acquisition  of  "ill-gotten  gains."  Ah,  the
art of wordplay. 

Additionally,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.9589710 further confirmed the strength
of  the  relationship,  indicating  that  a
staggering  95.89%  of  the  variability  in
burglary rates could be explained by the
number of  Master's  degrees awarded in
liberal arts. It's as if these variables were
locked  in  a  statistical  embrace  tighter
than  a  security  system  protecting  a
priceless  art  collection.  Sorry,  I  couldn't
resist  the  urge  to  slip  in  another  art-
themed pun.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provided
compelling  evidence  to  reject  the  null
hypothesis,  further  solidifying  the
statistical significance of the relationship.

The probability of observing such a strong
correlation  due  to  chance  alone  is  less
than  1%,  making  it  highly  unlikely  that
this  association  is  merely  a  statistical
fluke. One might say that the connection
between Master's degrees in liberal arts
and burglary rates is as clear as day, or as
clear  as  the  silhouette  of  a  cat  burglar
under the moonlight. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Additionally,  our  findings  are  visually
represented  in  Figure  1,  a  scatterplot
which  vividly  portrays  the  striking
correlation between Master's  degrees in
liberal arts and burglary rates. This plot
leaves little room for doubt, illustrating a
pattern reminiscent of a master painter's
meticulous brush strokes—except  in this
case, the canvas is the realm of statistical
relationships  and  the  brush  wields  the
persuasive power of data.

In essence,  our results indicate that the
pursuit of a Master's degree in liberal arts
coincided  with  an  increase  in  burglary
rates  to  a  remarkable  degree.  These
findings  raise  thought-provoking
questions about the potential  underlying
factors  contributing  to  this  observed
correlation,  ultimately  challenging
traditional  assumptions  about  the
intersections of academia and crime. And
yes,  we  can't  help  but  ponder  whether
future research will unearth connections
between Doctoral degrees in fine arts and
art theft. The academic pursuit of serious
inquiries somehow always leads to playful
insights.
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DISCUSSION

The results of our study offer compelling
support  for  the  unorthodox  yet  robust
correlation  between  the  number  of
Master's degrees awarded in liberal arts
and  burglary  rates.  It  appears  that  the
pursuit of higher education in the liberal
arts and the proclivity for unlawful entry
may  indeed  share  an  unexpected  bond,
akin to a cunning thief  and their  prized
loot.  Much  like  a  comedy  duo  that
enlivens  a  serious  play,  this  correlation
has  raised  serious  eyebrows  and
prompted  a  fair  share  of  whimsical
comments.

Our  findings  echo  the  tongue-in-cheek
speculation  from  Smith's  work  on  the
broader  societal  impact  of  higher
education.  It  seems  that  the  pursuit  of
intellectual enrichment in the liberal arts
not only enriches the mind but may also
have  unintended  consequences  on
criminal  behavioral  patterns.  Similarly,
Doe's  exploration  of  the  cultural
contributions  of  liberal  arts  education
inadvertently  aligns  with  our  findings,
painting a picture of a world where a love
for  the  humanities  coincides  with  more
nefarious  inclinations.  Who knew that  a
passion  for  Shakespeare  could  inspire
both sonnets and sneaky break-ins?

The  strength  of  our  correlation
coefficient,  r-squared  value,  and  p-value
underscores the statistical  robustness of
our  findings.  It's  as  if  our  data  was
pointing  at  the  connection  between
Master's  degrees  in  liberal  arts  and
burglary rates with the subtlety of a neon
sign in a dark alley—impossible to miss.
This  statistical  clarity  encourages  us  to
take this correlation seriously despite the
occasional urge to sneak in a dad joke or
two.

The  implications  of  these  findings  are
considerable  and beckon further  inquiry
into  the  underlying  mechanisms  driving
this  intriguing  relationship.  Perhaps
future  research  will  delve  into  the
influences  of  cultural  aspirations,

economic pressures, or dare we say, the
allure  of  "artistic"  thievery  in  this
correlation.  It's  as  if  we've  uncovered  a
secret  art  heist  within  the  realm  of
academia,  and  the  curious  case  of  the
Master's  degree  in  Liberal  Arts  and
Burglary  Rates  has  become  a  whodunit
story to rival any literary mystery. 

As we contemplate the implications of our
research, we cannot help but chuckle at
the  unexpected  nature  of  our  findings.
The  peculiar  marriage  of  Master's
degrees in liberal arts and burglary rates
serves  as  a  humorous  reminder  of  the
unpredictable  connections  that  can
emerge in the realm of statistical inquiry.
It's like finding a misplaced punchline in a
Shakespearean tragedy – unexpected yet
undeniably amusing.

Ultimately,  our  study  has  unveiled  an
unexpected  partnership  between
academia and criminal behavior, offering
a  unique  perspective  on  the  complex
interactions  within  society.  As  we  bid
adieu to  this  discussion  section,  we are
left  with  a  tantalizing  thought  –  who
would have guessed that the pursuit of a
Master's  degree in  liberal  arts  could be
linked  to  a  surge  in  burglary  rates?  It
seems that even in the realm of academia
and crime, truth is indeed stranger than
fiction.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has elucidated a
remarkably  robust  correlation  between
the  awarding  of  Master's  degrees  in
liberal  arts  and  burglary  rates.  The
statistical relationship between these two
seemingly  incongruous  domains  may
leave us scratching our heads, pondering
whether  these  master's  degree  holders
are  unlocking  the  secrets  of  art  or  the
locks  of  unsuspecting  homes  with  their
newfound  expertise.  It  seems  that  the
pursuit  of  knowledge  has  taken  an
unexpected  turn  down  Burglary
Boulevard,  much  to  the  chagrin  of
conventional academic expectations.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Our  findings,  akin  to  a  well-crafted  dad
joke,  highlight  the  compelling  yet
unexpected  nature  of  statistical
relationships in societal dynamics. As we
navigate  through  the  data,  it  becomes
evident that this correlation is as clear as
the silhouette of a cat burglar under the
moonlight – or maybe not that clear, given
the enigmatic nature of human behavior!

It  is  imperative  to  acknowledge  the
limitations  and  potential  confounding
variables in our study. However, much like
a  skilled  burglar  leaving  behind  subtle
clues,  our  research  has  illuminated  an
intriguing connection that invites further
scholarly  contemplation.  And just  as  we
ponder  the  connections  between  liberal
arts  and  burglary,  we  cannot  help  but
wonder  about  the  correlation  between
Doctoral degrees in fine arts and art theft
–  a potential  avenue for future research
that might just "paint" a clearer picture of
this intriguing phenomenon.

In  the  spirit  of  academic  inquiry,  we
assert,  with  a  touch  of  whimsical
certainty, that no more research is needed
in  this  area.  After  all,  we've  uncovered
enough  "stolen  moments"  between
academia and crime to last a lifetime!
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