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Abstract

In  this  study,  we  set  out  to  investigate  the  unexpected  relationship  between  the  number  of
Associates degrees awarded in Engineering technologies and the year-round, time-driven intrigue
that is the Google searches for 'daylight savings time.' Utilizing data from the National Center for
Education Statistics and Google Trends, we embarked on an academic journey to unravel the
mystery behind this peculiar connection. Analyzing the period spanning from 2011 to 2021, our
research team discovered a correlation coefficient of 0.9543866 and a p-value less than 0.01,
signaling a robust and statistically significant association. The findings not only shed light on the
academic pursuits in Engineering technologies but also highlight the collective fascination with
the elusive concept of time manipulation and the perennial struggle to adapt to the biannual clock
adjustments.  Our  investigation  provides  thought-provoking  insights  that  ignite  a  spark  of
curiosity and, dare I say, illuminate the whimsical interplay between academic endeavors and the
timeless quest to comprehend the temporal intricacies. Now, if only we could engineer a way to
make 'springing forward' and 'falling back' as smooth as the pursuit of an Associates degree in
engineering!

1.  Introduction

The concept of time has long captured the interest and imagination of humanity. From
ancient sundials to modern atomic clocks, our fascination with timekeeping has persisted
through the ages. At the heart of this temporal fascination lies the biannual event known
as  daylight  savings  time.  On  the  second  Sunday  of  March,  millions  of  individuals
conscientiously adjust their clocks forward by one hour, thrusting us into the realm of
longer evenings and the perennial debate on the merits of this temporal shift. Meanwhile,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



on the first Sunday of November, the ritual of turning back the clocks ushers in shorter
days, earlier sunsets, and the fervent questioning of the rationale behind manipulating
time twice a year.

In seeking to unravel the enigmatic ties between these biannual time adjustments and the
academic  pursuits  in  Engineering  technologies,  we  were  drawn  to  the  unexpected
correlation  between  the  number  of  Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Engineering
technologies and the perpetually piquant Google searches for 'daylight savings time.' This
study delves into the intersection of scholarly pursuit and the collective fascination with
temporality,  aiming to shed light on the unusual concurrence of human curiosity and
academic  training.  Our  investigation  is  not  merely  an  exploration  of  statistical
associations; it endeavors to capture the very essence of human intrigue and the subtle
threads that weave together the fabric of academic dedication and societal curiosity.

As we embark on this scholarly odyssey, we invite our readers to join us in unraveling the
intriguing nexus between the pursuit of engineering knowledge and the perennial quest to
grasp the complexities of time. Through meticulous data analysis and rigorous statistical
examination, we aim to unveil the interconnectedness of seemingly disparate phenomena,
all the while remaining acutely aware of the humor and paradox inherent in our quest to
demystify the quirky correlation between Associates degrees in Engineering technologies
and the quixotic wonderment that is 'daylight savings time.'  So, fasten your seatbelts,
adjust your clocks (according to local regulations), and prepare to journey with us as we
seek to engineer an extra hour of insight into this beguiling relationship.

2.  Literature Review

In  their  groundbreaking  study,  Smith  and  Doe  (2015)  unravel  the  enigmatic  web  of
correlations  between  educational  pursuits  and  societal  phenomena.  They  astutely
highlight the intricate interplay between academic disciplines and the inherently curious
nature of human beings. Building upon their work, Jones (2018) delves into the realm of
technological  advancements  and  the  impact  of  engineering  education  on  societal
perception  of  time-related  concepts.  These  seminal  works  lay  the  foundation  for  our
investigation into the unexpected relationship between Associates degrees in Engineering
technologies and the perennial temporal intrigue surrounding daylight savings time.

In "Engineering Marvels of Time Manipulation" by Adler (2017), the author explores the
captivating world of time-keeping devices, drawing parallels between the precision of
engineering technologies and humanity's relentless quest to tame the elusive concept of
time.  Similarly,  "Time  and  Technology:  A Symbiotic  Relationship"  by  Grant  (2019)
offers valuable insights into the symbiotic relationship between technological innovation
and our timeless fascination with temporal phenomena. While not directly addressing the
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specific connection we seek to illuminate, these works provide invaluable context for
understanding the broader implications of our findings.

Stepping into the realm of fiction, works such as "Clockwork Chronicles" by Timekeeper
(2016) and "Temporal Tinkering" by Stopwatch (2018) capture the imaginative musings
surrounding time manipulation and the interweaving of engineering prowess with the
fabric of time itself. Though not rooted in empirical research, these literary endeavors
spark the imagination and underscore the pervasive allure of temporality in the human
psyche.

Drawing inspiration from the world of board games, "Time Warp!" and "Engineering the
Eternal  Clock"  offer  playful  depictions  of  temporal  manipulation  and  the  whimsical
melding of engineering ingenuity with the recondite  art  of time alteration.  While  not
academic endeavors per se, these games serve as lighthearted reminders of the pervasive
influence of time-related themes in our collective consciousness.

As we delve into the realm of empirical research and academic exploration, we cannot
help but acknowledge the inherent  whimsy and intrigue that accompany our quest to
unravel  the  mysterious  correlation  between  Associates  degrees  in  Engineering
technologies and the captivating allure of 'daylight savings time' - a scholarly pursuit that
promises  to  shed light  on the  unexpected  interplay  of  engineering  education  and the
timeless fascination with temporal adjustments.

3.  Research Approach

Our  research  methodology  aimed  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  linkage  between  the
number  of  Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Engineering  technologies  and  the  search
interest in 'daylight savings time' using data spanning from 2011 to 2021. To accomplish
this,  we employed a multifaceted approach that blended quantitative analysis  with an
unyielding  sense  of  curiosity,  much  like  a  determined  engineer  who  can't  resist
disassembling a clock just to see how it ticks (pun intended).

Firstly, data on the number of Associates degrees awarded in Engineering technologies
was  obtained  from  the  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics.  This  data  was
meticulously gathered and verified, akin to scrutinizing the finest gear in a well-oiled
timepiece.  The  process  of  acquiring  this  data  was  akin  to  setting  precise  clockwork
mechanisms in motion, ensuring the accuracy and reliability of the information that forms
the bedrock of our analysis.

Simultaneously,  we harnessed the power of Google Trends to capture the zeitgeist  of
public  curiosity  regarding  'daylight  savings  time'.  The  search  interest  data  offers  a
glimpse into the collective yearning to comprehend the nuances of time manipulation,
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much like the clicking of gears in an intricately designed clock tower, each resonating
with the relentless pursuit of temporal knowledge.

Analysis of these datasets involved an amalgamation of statistical techniques, including
regression  analysis,  correlation  assessments,  and  time-series  modeling.  The  statistical
methods were carefully chosen, much like selecting precise tools from a well-equipped
engineering  workshop,  to  provide  a  comprehensive  and  robust  examination  of  the
relationship between engineering education and public interest in the time manipulation
index.

Furthermore, in order to account for external variables that may influence the association
under scrutiny, we conducted additional regressions controlling for factors such as yearly
variations in daylight-saving time schedules and fluctuations in public interest that might
be influenced by events unrelated to academic pursuits or timekeeping whimsy.

Our approach also considered the potential impact of technological advancements over
the data collection period, recognizing that the public's interests – much like engineering
technologies – are subject to evolution.

Lastly, as a complementary measure, we conducted qualitative interviews with a select
group of individuals to glean insights into their perceptions of 'daylight savings time' and
their attitudes towards engineering education. These interviews were akin to a delicate
assembly process, carefully piecing together the qualitative nuances that complemented
our quantitative findings, much like combining the precision of engineering design with
the artistry of clockmaking.

In summary, our methodology was a meticulously crafted amalgamation of quantitative
data analysis, statistical modeling, and qualitative insights, all in pursuit of unraveling the
intriguing correlation between Associates degrees in Engineering technologies and the
perennial fascination with the temporal dance of 'daylight savings time'. As we venture to
decipher this enigmatic relationship, we remain cognizant of the whimsy inherent in our
pursuit, much like adjusting the hands of a clock in an effort to engineer an extra hour of
enlightenment.

4.  Findings

The results of our analysis revealed a remarkably strong correlation between the number
of Associates degrees awarded in Engineering technologies and the frequency of Google
searches for 'daylight savings time.' The correlation coefficient of 0.9543866 indicated a
robust positive association between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Additionally,
the  coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  of  0.9108537  emphasized  the  substantial
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explanatory power of the relationship, further underscoring the surprising link between
academic pursuits in engineering and societal curiosity about time manipulation.

As depicted in Figure 1, the scatterplot visually encapsulates the compelling association
uncovered in our research. The systematic alignment of data points along a clear, upward
trajectory vividly illustrates the synchronized rhythm between the awarding of Associates
degrees in Engineering technologies and the heightened interest in 'daylight savings time'
as manifested in Google searches.

We  acknowledge  that  the  strength  of  the  correlation  may  appear  perplexing  at  first
glance,  prompting  contemplation  on  the  interconnected  nature  of  these two domains.
Could it be that the pursuit of engineering knowledge imbues individuals with an acute
awareness of the intricacies of timekeeping, inadvertently sparking an intensified interest
in  the biannual  time changes? Or might  it  be the case that  the temporal  adjustments
inherent in  'daylight  savings time'  kindle a  collective intellectual  curiosity,  spurring a
desire  for  technical  expertise  in  engineering  disciplines?  The  possibilities  are
undoubtedly thought-provoking and encapsulate the nuanced interplay between academic
pursuits and societal intrigue.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical significance of the relationship, as indicated by the p-value of less than
0.01,  underpins  the  credibility  of  our  findings  and  dispels  any  doubts  about  the
authenticity  of  this  unexpected  correlation.  It  is  clear  that  the  confluence  of  these
divergent yet interwoven streams of inquiry has yielded a revelation that transcends the
boundaries of conventional academic exploration.

This  study  not  only  serves  as  a  testament  to  the  whimsical  nature  of  statistical
associations but also invites contemplation on the delightful enigma that is the human
quest  for  knowledge.  The  unanticipated  alliance  between  the  pursuit  of  engineering
education  and  the  collective  curiosity  about  the  manipulation  of  time  stands  as  a
testament to the intricate tapestry of human interests and pursuits.
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In  unraveling  this  fascinating  connection,  our  research  has  ignited  a  newfound
appreciation for  the  multifaceted  nature of  academic endeavors  and the  serendipitous
harmonization of societal fascination. As we reflect on the implications of our findings,
we are reminded of the timeless pursuit of knowledge and left to ponder the whimsical
mysteries that underpin the seemingly incongruous interplay of educational pursuits and
societal intrigue.

This correlation, peculiar as it may seem, offers a glimpse into the unexpected whimsy of
academic exploration and the delightful surprises that await those who dare to venture
into the uncharted realms of statistical analysis. While we may not have unlocked all the
secrets of this beguiling relationship, our findings undoubtedly beckon future scholars to
delve deeper into the quirky enigma of the ties between Engineering technologies and the
perennial curiosity surrounding 'daylight savings time.' After all, in the ever-ticking clock
of  academic  research,  the  unanticipated  correlations  may  indeed  hold  the  key  to
unraveling the most delightful conundrums of human inquiry.

5.  Discussion on findings

Our  investigation  into  the  surprising  correlation  between  Associates  degrees  in
Engineering technologies  and Google searches  for  'daylight  savings time'  has yielded
intriguing insights that resonate with the whimsical interplay between academic pursuits
and the timeless fascination with temporal adjustments. The robust correlation coefficient
of 0.9543866, in conjunction with the statistically significant p-value, underscores the
genuine association between these seemingly disparate domains. These findings not only
substantiate our initial hypothesis but also align closely with the prior research that hints
at  the  enigmatic  web  of  connections  between  educational  pursuits  and  societal
phenomena.

Harking back to the literature review, Smith and Doe's work on the inherent curiosity of
human  beings  underscores  the  profound  impact  of  academic  disciplines  on  societal
intrigue.  In  this  context,  our  results  illuminate  the  captivating  allure  of  temporal
adjustments and the enduring quest to comprehend the mechanics of time manipulation,
encapsulating  the  transformative  potential  of  engineering  education  in  imbuing
individuals with an acute awareness of temporal intricacies.

Furthermore, drawing from the domain of fiction, the imaginative musings surrounding
time manipulation, as exemplified in the works of Timekeeper and Stopwatch, may not
be rooted in empirical research, but they indeed amplify the pervasive allure of temporal
phenomena. In a similar vein, our findings underscore the pervasive influence of societal
curiosity about 'daylight savings time' and its unforeseen alignment with the pursuit of
engineering knowledge, manifesting in a statistical correlation that defies conventional
expectations.
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In  portraying  the  statistical  association  through  the  scatterplot,  our  results  visually
underscore  the  synchronized  rhythm  between  the  awarding  of  Associates  degrees  in
Engineering  technologies  and  the  heightened  interest  in  'daylight  savings  time'  as
manifested in Google searches. This graphical representation encapsulates the unexpected
harmonization  of  academic  pursuits  and  societal  intrigue,  reminiscent  of  the  wistful
interplay  observed  in  the  world  of  board  games,  where  temporal  manipulation  and
engineering prowess converge in lighthearted depictions.

The  unanticipated  alliance  between  the  pursuit  of  engineering  education  and  the
collective curiosity about the manipulation of time imparts a nuanced insight into the
multifaceted  nature  of  academic  endeavors  and  the  serendipitous  harmonization  of
societal fascination. As scholars and enthusiasts alike reflect on the implications of our
findings, we are reminded of the timeless pursuit of knowledge and left to ponder the
whimsical mysteries that underpin the seemingly incongruous interplay of educational
pursuits and societal intrigue.

Our exploration has not only uncovered a statistically significant correlation but has also
ignited  a  newfound  appreciation  for  the  whimsical  nature  of  statistical  associations,
inviting contemplation on the delightful enigma that is the human quest for knowledge.
While  we  may  not  have  unlocked  all  the  secrets  of  this  beguiling  relationship,  our
findings  beckon  future  scholars  to  venture  deeper  into  the  quirky  enigma  of  the
connection between engineering pursuits and the timeless curiosity surrounding 'daylight
savings  time.'  In  the  ever-ticking  clock  of  academic  research,  the  unanticipated
correlations may indeed hold the key to unraveling the most delightful conundrums of
human inquiry.

6.  Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  has  illuminated  the  captivating  correlation  between
Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Engineering  technologies  and  the  perennial  intrigue
surrounding  'daylight  savings  time.'  The  statistically  significant  association  we
uncovered, with a correlation coefficient surpassing 0.95 and a p-value less than 0.01,
underscores  the  robustness  of  this  unexpected  relationship.  As  we  reflect  on  the
compelling intersection of academic pursuits and societal curiosity, one cannot help but
marvel at the whimsical interplay between the pursuit of engineering knowledge and the
collective fascination with temporal adjustments.

The time has indeed come to recognize the synchronized dance between the intricacies of
engineering  education  and  the  perennial  quest  to  grapple  with  the  enigmatic
manipulations of time. Our findings not only reveal the unexpected harmony between
these seemingly disparate domains but also beckon further exploration into the delightful
mysteries that underpin the human pursuit of knowledge.
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However, while our investigation has brought to light this quirky correlation, it is evident
that the nuances of this association leave ample room for humor and contemplation. As
we  wrap  up  this  scholarly  inquiry,  we  must  acknowledge  that  the  sheer  delight  in
uncovering  this  connection  has  left  us  with  a  renewed  sense  of  curiosity  and  an
unquenchable thirst for the whimsical surprises that statistical analyses may hold.

In the grand scheme of academic endeavors, our research stands as a testament to the
delightful serendipities awaiting those who dare to venture into the uncharted territories
of statistical exploration. Yet, as we bask in the glow of our findings, we are compelled to
assert that no further research into this peculiar but charming relationship is warranted.
For in the captivating realm of academia, some mysteries are best left  to be savored,
much like an extra hour gained during the timeless ritual of 'falling back' into the comfort
of our discoveries.
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