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Abstract

This study explores an intriguing correlation between the popularity of the first name "Walker"
and  the  stock  price  of  NVIDIA (NVDA).  Leveraging  data  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  LSEG  Analytics  (Refinitiv),  we  conducted  a  comprehensive  analysis
spanning  the  years  2002  to  2022.  Our  findings  revealed  a  remarkably  strong  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9662317 and a p-value of  less than 0.01,  indicating a statistically significant
relationship between the two variables. The results suggest a striking connection, prompting the
question: does the popularity of the name "Walker" have some form of influence – intentional or
otherwise – on the stock performance of NVIDIA? It's  as if the name itself  carries a certain
gravitas, affecting the financial realm in ways previously unexplored. Perhaps it's not just the
"walk" part, but also the "er" that's adding value to the equation! More research is needed to fully
uncover the underlying mechanisms at play, but this unexpected correlation serves as a gentle
reminder that in the world of finance, sometimes it pays to take a step back and look at the bigger
(stock) picture.

1.  Introduction

The phenomenon of naming trends and their potential impact on various aspects of life
has  long  captured  the  curiosity  of  researchers.  From  its  influence  on  academic
performance to career outcomes, the moniker one is given at birth can carry unforeseen
implications. However, little attention has been paid to the intersection of nomenclature
and financial markets - until now. 

As the saying goes, "What's in a name?" - apparently, quite a bit when it comes to stock
prices! The unexpected link between the popularity of the first name "Walker" and the
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stock  performance of  NVIDIA (NVDA) is  a  surprising  twist  in  the  tale  of  financial
analysis. It's as if the name "Walker" is not just strolling casually through the population,
but also leaving its footprint on the stock market charts.

The relationship between a first name and a tech giant's stock price might seem like a
proverbial  shot  in  the dark,  but  the  results  of  our  investigation  have shed light  on a
previously overlooked connection. It appears that there's more to the name "Walker" than
meets the eye. Maybe it's not just about walking the walk, but also talking the stock!

The potential impact of a name on stock prices adds a touch of whimsy to the world of
finance, proving that even in the midst of data-driven analyses, there's room for a bit of
surprise. It seems that when it comes to the stock market, sometimes the name truly does
make the game.

2.  Literature Review

Numerous  studies  have  sought  to  explore  the  impact  of  various  social  and  cultural
phenomena on financial markets. In "Smith et al. (2010)," the authors find that consumer
sentiment and macroeconomic indicators significantly influence stock prices. Similarly,
"Doe and Jones (2015)" reveal the correlation between corporate governance and stock
performance.  While  these  studies  have  contributed  valuable  insight  into  the  complex
dynamics of financial markets, a rather unconventional yet intriguing nexus caught the
attention of this investigation – the association between the popularity of the first name
"Walker" and NVIDIA's stock price (NVDA).

In a related vein, real-world novels such as "Freakonomics" by Steven Levitt and Stephen
Dubner, and "Thinking, Fast and Slow" by Daniel Kahneman, delve into the unexpected
and  often  surprising  factors  that  can  influence  economic  and  societal  phenomena.
However,  the  connection  between  a  proper  noun  and  stock  performance  has  eluded
scholarly attention until now.

Looking to the realm of fiction, books like "The Alchemist" by Paulo Coelho and "The
Power of Now" by Eckhart Tolle offer philosophical perspectives on the enigmatic forces
that  guide  human  experiences,  which,  in  the  context  of  this  investigation,  may  well
extend to the influence of names on financial instruments. While these works provide
valuable insights into human behavior and motivation, they do not directly address the
peculiar relationship under scrutiny.

Expanding  beyond  conventional  academic  sources,  the  authors  also  undertook  an
extensive review of unconventional literature, including the ingredients list on shampoo
bottles,  street  signs  with  numerological  implications,  and  occult-inspired  conspiracy
theories  propagated  on internet  forums.  This  unorthodox approach sought  to  uncover
potential tangential influences that may underpin the surprising correlation under study. 
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The unexpected intersection of the popularity of the first name "Walker" and the stock
price  of  NVIDIA (NVDA) asks  us  to  reflect  not  only  on  the  rational  parameters  of
financial markets but also on the whimsical and unforeseen factors that may exert their
influence. As we delve further into this inquiry, it becomes evident that the connection
between nomenclature and financial performance carries a layer of unpredictability – or
perhaps, in the spirit of the inquiry, a "stock" of unpredictability.

3.  Research Approach

    

To investigate the curious correlation between the popularity of the first name "Walker"
and the stock price of NVIDIA (NVDA), our research team embarked on an extensive
data  collection  effort.  The  primary  sources  of  data  included  the  US Social  Security
Administration's database of first names and their frequencies, as well as financial data
from LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv) covering the period from 2002 to 2022. This extensive
time  frame  allowed  for  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  naming  trends  and  stock
performance over the past two decades.

Our first step was to wrangle and harmonize the disparate datasets from these sources, a
task  akin  to  herding cats  through a  financial  district.  We then conducted  a  series  of
meticulous data cleaning and validation procedures, ensuring that only the most robust
and reliable data points were included in our analysis. It was imperative to separate the
real value from the noise, not unlike sifting through stock market trends for hidden gems.

For  the  analysis  of  the  popularity  of  the  first  name  "Walker",  we  utilized  advanced
statistical techniques to assess the trajectory of its frequency over time. This involved
fitting various time series models to the data, akin to predicting the next stock market
boom – only in this case, it was the boom in the use of the name "Walker."

In parallel, we performed an in-depth examination of NVIDIA's stock price movements
over the same time period, employing econometric models to capture the complexities of
the financial markets. This process required careful consideration of external factors, akin
to navigating a busy street filled with unpredictable market influences.

On a statistical level, we computed the correlation coefficient between the popularity of
the name "Walker" and the stock price of NVIDIA, revealing a remarkable degree of
association  between  the  two  variables.  This  finding  elicited  a  quip  from  one  team
member, "It appears that the 'Walker effect' may indeed be strolling through the stock
market data with purpose!"

To further validate our results, we conducted robustness checks and sensitivity analyses,
leaving no stone  unturned in  our  quest  for  a  deeper  understanding of  this  intriguing
phenomenon. We also performed additional exploratory analyses to examine potential
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underlying  mechanisms  driving  this  unexpected  connection,  seeking  to  uncover  the
secrets  behind the  name's  impact  on  stock  performance.  It  was  akin  to  unraveling  a
mystery where the clues lay hidden within the fabric of financial data.

Throughout  the methodology,  we maintained a lighthearted approach, recognizing the
atypical nature of our subject matter.  With a nod to the unconventional nature of our
investigation, one could say that we were not simply charting the course of stock prices;
rather,  we were "walkin'"  up the stock charts,  guided by the unexpected compass  of
naming trends.

4.  Findings

The analysis  of the data  revealed a notably high correlation coefficient of 0.9662317
between  the  frequency  of  the  first  name  "Walker"  and  the  stock  price  of  NVIDIA
(NVDA). This striking finding suggests a remarkably tight relationship between the two
variables, indicating that the popularity of the name "Walker" may indeed be linked to the
stock performance of NVIDIA. It's almost as if the name itself is cheerfully "walkin' up
the stock charts"!

Furthermore, the high R-squared value of 0.9336037 suggests that approximately 93.36%
of the variability in NVIDIA's stock price can be explained by the popularity of the name
"Walker." This strong explanatory power underscores the robustness of the relationship
between the two variables. One might even say that the influence of the name "Walker"
on NVIDIA's stock price is "walkin' the talk"!

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  indicates  that  the  observed  correlation  is  statistically
significant,  providing  compelling  evidence  to  support  the  existence  of  a  meaningful
connection between the popularity of the name "Walker" and NVIDIA's stock price. This
remarkable statistical significance adds weight to the idea that there's more to a name
than meets the eye – and in this case, it might just be influencing stock market dynamics
in its own unique way.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The unexpected and substantial correlation discovered in this study prompts a whimsical
observation: while it's commonly suggested that "everyone has to walk their own path," it
seems that in the case of NVIDIA's stock price, the name "Walker" is actively leading the
way!

Figure  1  provides  a  visual  representation  of  the  substantial  correlation  between  the
frequency of the first name "Walker" and NVIDIA's stock price. The scatterplot vividly
illustrates the strong positive relationship between these two variables, reinforcing the
compelling nature of our findings. One might even say that the trendline in the scatterplot
is "walkin' in the footsteps of statistical significance." 

5.  Discussion on findings

The results of this study provide compelling evidence in support of the unexpected and
yet statistically significant correlation between the popularity of the first name "Walker"
and  the  stock  price  of  NVIDIA  (NVDA).  The  literature  review  highlighted  the
unorthodox approach of this investigation, drawing from a wide array of sources – from
traditional  academic  studies  to  real-world  novels,  philosophical  treatises,  and  even
unconventional literature, such as internet conspiracy theories (no relation to the dad joke
conspiracy, of course). This interdisciplinary examination was crucial in uncovering the
intriguing  link  between  a  common  first  name  and  a  major  corporation's  stock
performance.

Building upon prior research that delves into unexpected and often surprising factors that
can influence economic and societal phenomena, this study adds a new dimension by
identifying a  hitherto unexplored nexus -  the impact  of a name's  popularity on stock
price. The unexpectedly high correlation coefficient and the statistical significance of the
observed relationship provide substantial empirical support for the intuitive connection
between  the  name "Walker"  and  NVIDIA's  stock  price.  It's  as  if  the  name exerts  a
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gravitational pull on the stock charts, leading investors to "walk the line" in accordance
with its popularity.

The strong explanatory power depicted by the high R-squared value further underscores
the robustness of the relationship between the name "Walker" and NVIDIA's stock price.
It suggests that the variability in the stock's performance can largely be attributed to the
ebb and flow of the name's popularity.  This echoes the notion that sometimes, in the
realm of finance,  a simple name can "walk the tightrope" of influence, guiding stock
prices in unforeseen ways.

The statistical significance of the correlation, as reflected in the low p-value, reinforces
the idea that there is more substance to a name than conventionally acknowledged. The
name "Walker" appears to be "walkin' the talk" when it comes to influencing NVIDIA's
stock performance.  The unexpected influence of  a  seemingly innocuous name on the
dynamics of a major corporation's stock price serves as a lighthearted reminder that in the
world of finance, one should always be prepared for the unexpected – after all,  it's  a
"stock" market full of surprises!

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  this  study shed light  on  the  intriguing  and previously
unexplored relationship between the popularity of the first name "Walker" and NVIDIA's
stock price. Future research could delve into the underlying mechanisms that drive this
connection  and  explore  the  potential  implications  for  understanding  stock  market
dynamics. As we unravel the enigmatic influence of a name on the financial realm, it
becomes evident that sometimes, in the world of stocks, it's not just about "walking the
line" – it's also about the name that leads the way.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, the remarkably strong correlation identified between the popularity of the
first  name  "Walker"  and  NVIDIA's  stock  price  is  as  surprising  as  finding  a  hidden
treasure while out for a stroll. The influence of this name on stock market dynamics may
seem  like  a  tall  tale,  but  the  statistical  evidence  "walks  the  walk"  of  a  compelling
connection. Our findings raise the paradoxical question: is it the individuals embodying
the name "Walker" who are driving the stock performance, or is there a mysterious force
at play, guiding the financial fate of NVIDIA?

While  the  exact  mechanism behind this  unexpected  relationship  remains  shrouded in
mystery, one thing is clear: there is a palpable link between the frequency of the name
"Walker" and the fluctuations in NVIDIA's stock price. Perhaps it's not just a case of
"talking the stock," but also "stocking the talk" when it comes to the impact of names in
the financial realm.
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This study sheds light on an unexplored facet of financial analysis, adding a touch of
whimsy to the world of stock market research. It's as if the name "Walker" is leaving a
significant  impression  not  just  in  personal  interactions  but  also  in  the  realm of  high
finance. One might jest that NVIDIA's stock price is "walkin' in the footsteps of 'Walker'"
– both figuratively and statistically.

In light of these intriguing findings, it seems that no more research is needed in this area.
The evidence has "walked the extra mile" to demonstrate the profound influence of the
name "Walker" on NVIDIA's stock performance, leaving little room for doubt. With that,
we may confidently conclude that the name "Walker" is forging a unique path in the
financial landscape – a path lined with stock charts and unexpected correlations.
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