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Abstract

Life and death are often thought to have no common ground, but our research suggests otherwise. In this 
groundbreaking study, we set out to explore the uncharted territory of the correlation between the number 
of sets played in the World Open Squash Men's Championship and the attendance at funerals in the 
picturesque state of Utah. As we dove into the data, we discovered a striking connection that may leave 
you saying, "That's a real game-changer!" By analyzing data from 2003 to 2022, sourced from Wikipedia 
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we calculated a correlation coefficient of 0.7597984 with a p-value 
less than 0.01. This statistically significant finding indicates a strong positive relationship between these 
seemingly unrelated events. It's as if a referee blew the whistle and called a "fault" for underestimating the
hidden ties in the squash court and the somber church pews. Our results suggest that as the number of 
sets played in the World Open Squash Men's Championship increases, so does the attendance at 
funerals in Utah. The implications of this unexpected association may lead to further investigation and 
inspire many lively debates, possibly even at the 19th hole. This research provides a new perspective on 
the interplay between sports and societal behaviors, and we invite you to join us in our exploration as we 
serve up some thought-provoking insights with a side of squash-related puns.

Copyleft 2024 Global Innovation University.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Picture  this:  a  bustling  squash  court  filled
with fierce competitors, each vying to serve
up  their  very  best.  Meanwhile,  in  a  quiet
church  in  Utah,  mourners  gather  to  bid
farewell to a loved one, their hearts heavy

with  grief.  At  first  glance,  these  two
scenarios  may  seem  as  unrelated  as  a
squash  racket  and  a  funeral  casket.
However,  as we delved into our  research,
we uncovered  a  surprising  link  that  might
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just leave you exclaiming, "Well, isn't that an
ace in the hole!"

The purpose of this study was to examine
the rather unexpected association between
the  number  of  sets  played  in  the  World
Open Squash Men's Championship and the
attendance at funerals in the state of Utah.
By diving into the data with a racket in one
hand and a stack of funeral programs in the
other,  we  sought  to  shed  light  on  the
intertwining  of  these  seemingly  disparate
events. It's the kind of connection that may
make you think twice  before squeezing in
one more game of squash before a visit to
the 19th hole.

As any good researcher knows, the pursuit
of  knowledge  often  involves  navigating
uncharted  terrain.  In  this  case,  we  found
ourselves  venturing  into  the  unexplored
territory  where  sports  and  societal
phenomena  converge.  It's  a  bit  like
stumbling upon an unexpected squash ball
in the midst of a somber funeral procession
– a twist that certainly adds an element of
surprise to the game.

Before we delve into the data, it's important
to  address  the  proverbial  elephant  in  the
room – or should we say, the squash court?
Some  may  doubt  the  notion  that  the
outcome of an intense squash match could
have  any  bearing  on  the  attendance  at
funerals  in  Utah.  But  as researchers,  it  is
our duty to approach these unconventional
inquiries with an open mind and perhaps a
well-struck backhand.

In the following sections, we will present our
findings,  accompanied  by  an  array  of
statistical analyses that pack a punch – not
unlike  a  powerful  serve  down  the  T.  Our
results  promise  to  serve  up  a  volley  of
insights  that  will  give  readers  plenty  to
ponder,  much  like  the  spin  of  a  well-
executed drop shot.

So,  without  further  ado,  let's  rally  our
thoughts,  keep  an  eye  on  the  ball,  and
explore  the  unexpected  link  between

squash  championships  and  funeral
attendances  with  a  dash  of  lighthearted
humor  –  because,  as  every  researcher
knows, it never hurts to add a bit of levity to
a serious study.

2. Literature Review

In  "Squash  and  Society:  A  Statistical
Analysis,"  Smith  et  al.  explore  the
intersection  of  squash  competitions  and
societal trends. While their focus is primarily
on the impact of squash championships on
local economies and fitness trends,  it  lays
the  groundwork  for  our  exploration  of  the
broader  societal  implications  of  squash
events. 

As we delve further into the literature, Doe
and  Jones,  in  their  work  "The  Social
Dynamics  of  Sports,"  provide insights  into
the  ways  in  which  sports  events  can
influence  community  behaviors.  Although
their research primarily focuses on popular
team sports, it sets the stage for considering
the  ripple  effects  of  competitive  sports  on
unexpected aspects of community life.

Transitioning to non-fiction books related to
unconventional  societal  phenomenon,
"Freakonomics"  by  Steven  D.  Levitt  and
Stephen  J.  Dubner  may  initially  seem
unrelated  to  our  topic.  However,  their
exploration of  the unexpected connections
between seemingly unrelated events serves
as  a  source  of  inspiration  for  our  own
surprising  findings.  Who  knew  that  the
correlation  between  squash  and  funerals
could  rival  some  of  the  eyebrow-raising
correlations uncovered in "Freakonomics"?

Moving into the realm of  fiction,  the novel
"The  Squash  Court  Murders"  presents  a
narrative  that  intertwines  the  intensity  of
squash  matches  with  unexpected  plot
twists.  While  obviously  not  a  source  of
academic research, it serves as a reminder
that  unexpected  connections  can  arise  in
the most unlikely of scenarios. Much like our
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own findings,  this novel  demonstrates that
sometimes  truth  can  be  stranger  than
fiction,  especially  when  it  comes  to  the
unexplored territory of squash and societal
phenomena.

In  a  surprising  turn  of  events,  the  board
game  "Clue"  may  be  more  relevant  than
one might expect to our topic.  Just as the
game  challenges  players  to  uncover
unexpected  connections  and  solve
mysteries,  our  study  has  unraveled  a
correlation that, much like a surprise twist in
a board game, invites further investigation
and speculation.

In  "The  Squash  Champion's  Guide  to
Funeral  Etiquette,"  a  tongue-in-cheek
approach  to  a  rather  somber  topic,  we
encounter  a  humorous  narrative  that
unexpectedly touches on the intersection of
squash and funerals. While its intent may be
lighthearted  and  comical,  it  provides  an
entertaining  parallel  to  the  unexpected
association we have uncovered in our own
research.

Now,  similar  to  the  plot-twist  in  these
unconventional  sources,  let's  shift  gears
and  inject  some  levity  into  this  literature
review.  Why  did  the  squash  player  bring
string to the funeral? Because he heard it
was  a  racket!  Speaking  of  rackets,  our
findings are bound to make quite a racquet
in the academic community as we serve up
the  surprising  and  thought-provoking
correlation between squash championships
and funeral attendances in Utah.

3. Our approach & methods

In  order  to  unravel  the  perplexing
connection  between  the  number  of  sets
played  in  the  World  Open  Squash  Men's
Championship  and  the  attendance  at
funerals  in  Utah,  our  research  team
embarked  on  a  comprehensive  journey
through the labyrinth of statistics, bouncing
ideas around like a well-rallied squash ball.

We embraced the challenge with the same
determination as a squash player executing
a perfect drop shot, carefully selecting our
methods like choosing the ideal racket grip.

Initially,  we  scoured  the  depths  of  the
internet, wading through seas of data from
2003  to  2022,  navigating  the  labyrinth  of
cyberspace  like  intrepid  squash  players
maneuvering  the  twists  and  turns  of  the
court.  Our  primary  sources  included
Wikipedia – where else would one turn for
meticulously curated sports statistics? – and
the Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  a  treasure
trove  for  societal  data  that  served  as  our
trusty  backboard,  rebounding  information
with unfailing accuracy.

With  the  gathered  data  in  hand,  we
unleashed  the  mighty  force  of  statistical
analysis, transforming columns of numbers
into  meaningful  insights  as  deftly  as  a
squash champion turning a difficult shot into
a  winning  point.  Applying  a  range  of
analytical  methods,  from  regression
analysis  to  time  series  modeling,  we
skillfully maneuvered through the terrain of
mathematical  techniques,  ensuring  each
statistical  calculation  hit  the  mark  with
precision and accuracy.

As the numbers danced across our screens
like  squash  players  engaged  in  a  spirited
rally,  we  calculated  the  correlation
coefficient  with  the  focused  intensity  of  a
player  eyeing  a  championship  point.  Our
calculations  revealed  a  striking  correlation
coefficient of 0.7597984 with a p-value less
than 0.01 – a statistical slam-dunk that left
us feeling as triumphant as a squash player
clinching victory with an unstoppable volley.

In addition to traditional statistical analyses,
we  employed  a  specialized  algorithmic
approach to unveil the hidden patterns and
connections  within  the  data,  akin  to  a
squash player mastering the perfect spin on
a  serve.  This  algorithmic  exploration
allowed us to uncover subtle nuances and
unexpected relationships, akin to executing
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a  deceptive  drop  shot  that  catches
opponents off guard.

Furthermore,  we  conducted  extensive
sensitivity  analyses  to  ensure  the
robustness  and  reliability  of  our  findings,
scrutinizing our results from every angle as
meticulously  as  a  player  examining  the
court for the optimal position to execute a
forehand  drive.  This  meticulous  scrutiny
reassured us that our findings were as solid
as  a  well-constructed  squash  rally,
maintaining  a  consistent  and  unwavering
trajectory towards the truth.

With our data analysis complete, we were
ready to serve up our findings, armed with
statistical  evidence  as  formidable  as  a
powerful squash serve. The rigor and depth
of our methodology ensure that our results
stand  as  firm  as  a  squash  court's  wall,
ready  to  withstand  the  fiercest  of  volleys
and challenger shots.

And now, as we transition to presenting our
findings, we invite the reader to join us in
this  unconventional  exploration  with  the
same  spirit  of  sportsmanship  and
intellectual agility that defines the game of
squash.  For  as  we've  learned  from  this
research, the unexpected connections that
we  uncover  may  just  be  the  defining
moments that change the game entirely.

4. Results

Our  investigation  into  the  relationship
between the number of sets played in the
World  Open  Squash  Men's  Championship
and  the  attendance  at  funerals  in  Utah
yielded intriguing results that may leave you
considering  a  whole  new  kind  of  "match
point."

We found a statistically  significant  positive
correlation  with  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7597984  and  an  r-squared  value  of
0.5772936,  both  of  which  suggested  a
robust association. The p-value of less than
0.01  provided  strong  evidence  that  the

relationship between these variables is not
simply the result of mere chance. It's as if
statistical  analysis  served  us  an ace  right
when we least expected it.

Fig. 1 illustrates the impressive correlation
between these seemingly unrelated events,
showcasing a clear trend that may have you
exclaiming,  "Talk  about  an  unexpected
match-up!"

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings suggest that as the number of
sets  played  in  the  World  Open  Squash
Men's Championship increases, so does the
attendance at  funerals  in  Utah.  While  this
may seem like quite the curveball (or should
we say,  "curve squash"?),  the data tells  a
compelling  tale  of  connection  between
triumph  on  the  squash  court  and  solemn
gatherings in the state of Utah.

The  implications  of  this  unexpected
association  stretch  far  beyond  the squash
court  and  the  pews  of  Utah  churches,
sparking  lively  discussions  and  inspiring
further  research.  It's  the kind of  revelation
that may have you mulling over whether a
powerful  forehand  rally  could  be  the  root
cause of increased funeral attendance. As if
causation  and  correlation  are  dancing  a
delicate waltz, our results hint at a deeper
interplay, prompting us to serve up a volley
of questions for future exploration.

In this study, we have not only uncovered a
remarkable  correlation  but  also  ignited  a
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new line of inquiry that challenges traditional
boundaries. Our findings serve as a gentle
reminder  that  even  the  most  unexpected
relationships  may  hold  valuable  insights,
much like a surprise drop shot catching the
opponent off guard.

These  results  beckon  us  to  delve  deeper
into the realms of sports, societal behaviors,
and the curious connections that lie within.
We invite readers to join us in contemplating
this  unexpected  revelation  and  perhaps
pondering a new quip to add to their serving
repertoire.  After  all,  the  path  to  discovery
often calls for a little humor to serve as a
slice  shot  of  levity  amidst  the  serious
inquiry.

5. Discussion

Our  study  has  successfully  confirmed  the
unexpected yet robust correlation between
the  number  of  sets  played  in  the  World
Open Squash Men's Championship and the
attendance  at  funerals  in  Utah.  These
findings corroborate and extend the work of
previous researchers who have delved into
unconventional societal phenomena.

In the words of the renowned author Steven
J. Levitt, who may have been thinking one
step  ahead  when  he  co-wrote
"Freakonomics," it seems we have stumbled
upon  a  correlation  that  reigns  supreme in
the  realm  of  unexpected  connections.  As
our  results  align  with  the  statistical
significance  and  positive  relationship
suggested in  the literature,  it's  as if  we've
scored a point for the underdog of sporting
event correlations.

Our  findings  not  only  add  to  the  growing
body of knowledge on the societal impact of
sports  events  but  also  emphasize  the
importance  of  considering  unanticipated
relationships  in  research.  After  all,  who
would  have  thought  that  a  love  for  the
racket  and  the  funeral  wake  would  have
such a striking rapport?

Expanding  on  the  amusing  parallel  drawn
from  "The  Squash  Champion's  Guide  to
Funeral  Etiquette,"  it's  clear  that  our
research has provided much more than just
a  polite  nod  to  the  surprising  correlation
we've uncovered. In fact, we've uncovered a
connection so compelling that it  may have
onlookers exclaiming, "That's a real game-
changer indeed!"

Furthermore, our results serve as a gentle
reminder  that  statistical  analysis  can
sometimes  deliver  surprising  aces  and
serve  up  unexpected  revelations.  As  we
continue to explore the implications of this
unlikely association, may we always keep in
mind  that  sometimes  the  most  curious
connections  hold  the  key  to  unlocking
intriguing insights.

So,  why  did  the  squash  player  bring
champagne  to  the  funeral?  Because  he
knew it was time to celebrate an unforeseen
connection  that  has  aced its  way into  the
academic arena! Cheers to uncovering the
hidden  synergies  between  squash
championships  and  funeral  attendances,
and  may  we  continue  to  volley  our  way
through  uncharted  territories  of  societal
phenomena  with  a  dash  of  humor  and  a
generous sprinkle of statistical curiosity.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has served up a
surprising  revelation  about  the  curious
connection  between  the  number  of  sets
played  in  the  World  Open  Squash  Men's
Championship  and  funeral  attendances  in
Utah.  It  seems that  the  squash court  and
the funeral parlor may not be as unrelated
as  one  might  think  –  they  could  even  be
serving  up  a  "match"  of  their  own!  Our
statistical  analysis  has  shown  a  strong
positive  correlation  between  these
variables, with a correlation coefficient that
could  make  even  the  most  seasoned
squash player do a double take.
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As  we  wrap  up  this  research,  we  cannot
help but reflect on the unexpected nature of
our findings. The idea that a thrilling squash
match  could  have  any  bearing  on  the
attendance at funerals in Utah might seem
like  a  bit  of  a  "slice"  shot,  but  the  data
speaks  for  itself.  It's  as  if  the  game  of
statistics decided to play a little prank on us,
delivering an unexpected twist – much like a
well-disguised  drop  shot  catching  us  off
guard!

While  our  results  undoubtedly  raise
eyebrows,  we  must  acknowledge  that  our
research is not without its limitations. After
all,  as  researchers,  we  always  strive  to
serve up the most comprehensive and well-
rounded  analysis,  much  like  a  perfectly
executed  service.  However,  the
unanticipated  relationship  we  uncovered
between these disparate events has left us
feeling both intrigued and slightly amused –
it's  as  if  a  squash  ball  bounced  out  of
nowhere  and  landed  in  the  most
unexpected of places!

In light of our findings, we firmly assert that
no further research is needed in this area.
Our  results  have  served  up  a  compelling
match  point,  leaving  us  with  the
fundamental  knowledge  that  the  world  of
sports  and  the  solemn  rituals  of  life  and
death may be more intertwined than initially
perceived. So, as we bid adieu to this study,
we invite fellow researchers to consider the
unexpected connections that may lie hidden
beneath the surface, much like a surprising
squash  shot  that  leaves  the  opponent
scratching their head.

With  that  said,  this  paper  concludes  our
research on a note of revelation and a hint
of lightheartedness, much like a well-placed
volley that catches everyone off guard. After
all, when it comes to unearthing unexpected
correlations, it never hurts to add a dash of
humor to the court – or in this case, to the
research paper.
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