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MILKING THE EVIDENCE: LINKING MILK
CONSUMPTION TO ARSON IN OHIO

Cameron Hart, Addison Thomas, Gemma P Todd

Center for Research

This research aimed to investigate the suspected fiery relationship between milk consumption and 
arson in the state of Ohio. Using data obtained from the USDA and FBI Criminal Justice Information 
Services, a rigorous statistical analysis was conducted to examine this unconventional association. 
The findings revealed a remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.9503766 and a p-value of less 
than 0.01 for the years 1990 to 2021. This study adds to the growing body of evidence suggesting a 
potential link between dairy intake and criminal fire-setting behavior. The implications of these 
findings raise new questions about the impact of lactose on pyromania and the potential role of 
calcium in kindling fiery impulses.

The  relationship  between  milk
consumption  and  criminal  behavior  has
been a topic of interest for decades. While
the  association  between diet  and health
outcomes  has  been  extensively  studied,
the  potential  link  between  dairy  intake
and arson is a relatively unexplored area
of  research.  Despite  its  initial  absurdity,
the  notion  that  one's  affinity  for  milk
could  spark  criminal  tendencies  has
captured  the  imagination  of  both  the
scientific  community  and  the  public  at
large.

Ohio, known for its rolling farmland and
dairy  industry,  provides  an  intriguing
backdrop  for  investigating  this  curious
correlation.  With  a  rich  history  of  milk
production and an unfortunately notable
incidence  of  intentional  fires,  the  state
serves as an ideal setting for examining
the potential  relationship between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

The  research  presented  in  this  paper
endeavors to shed light on the enigmatic
connection  between  milk  consumption
and arson in Ohio. This study builds upon

the  growing  body  of  evidence  that
suggests  a  peculiar  association  between
dietary choices and criminal behavior. By
meticulously  analyzing  data  spanning
over  three  decades,  we  aim  to  uncover
whether the white liquid goodness of milk
might,  in  fact,  be  inflaming  incendiary
inclinations in certain individuals.

As  we  delve  into  this  peculiar  arena  of
inquiry,  it  is  essential  to  approach  the
subject matter with a blend of skepticism
and open-mindedness. While the notion of
dairy  products  contributing  to  criminal
fire-setting behavior may initially elicit a
chuckle  or  a  raised  eyebrow,  it  is
imperative  to  objectively  examine  the
empirical  evidence.  With this  foundation
in  mind,  let  us  embark  on  a  journey
through the unexpected and bizarre realm
of milk consumption and its potential link
to arson in the state of Ohio.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In  "Smith  et  al.,"  the  authors  find  a
positive  correlation  between  milk
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consumption and increased arson rates in
the  state  of  Ohio.  This  unexpected
relationship challenges traditional notions
of dietary influence on criminal behavior.
Furthermore,  "Doe  and  colleagues"
examine  the  potential  mechanisms
through  which  dairy  intake  may
exacerbate pyromania, shedding light on
the  physiological  pathways  involved.
Similarly,  Jones  conducts  a
comprehensive analysis of historical milk
consumption  patterns  and  arson
incidents,  providing  insight  into  the
temporal  dynamics  of  this  peculiar
association.

The  existing  body  of  literature  on  this
topic  reflects  a  diverse  range  of
perspectives  and  methodologies.  Books
such as "The Big Book of Dairy Statistics"
and  "Criminal  Conundrums:  Unraveling
the  Mysteries  of  Arson"  contribute
valuable  insights  into  the  historical
context  and  statistical  trends  related  to
milk consumption and arson. Additionally,
fictional works such as "The Case of the
Curdled  Crime"  and  "Milk  Madness:  A
Dairy-Driven  Arson  Mystery"  offer
imaginative  interpretations  of  this
enigmatic correlation.

Moving  beyond  traditional  academic
sources,  popular  culture  references  also
provide  intriguing  perspectives  on  the
intertwining  of  milk  and  fire-related
mischief.  Cartoons  such  as  "The
Adventures  of  Milky  the  Arsonist"  and
children's shows like "The Dairy Detective
Agency"  subtly  explore  the  potential
influence of dairy products on incendiary
inclinations  in  a  lighthearted  and
entertaining  manner.  These  varied
sources  serve  to  enrich  the  discourse
surrounding  the  intersection  of  milk
consumption  and  arson,  prompting
further  inquiry  into  this  captivating  yet
unconventional research domain.

The authors note that while the findings
presented in the literature may seem far-
fetched  or  humorous,  it  is  essential  to
approach  the  investigation  of  this  topic
with scientific rigor and a willingness to
entertain unconventional hypotheses. The

peculiar  link  between  milk  consumption
and arson in Ohio continues to pique the
curiosity  of  researchers  and  the  public
alike,  inspiring  ongoing  exploration  and
speculation  regarding  the  underlying
mechanisms  of  this  unexpected
relationship.

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection:

The research team sought to investigate
the  purported  association  between  milk
consumption  and arson  in  Ohio  using  a
combination of data from the USDA and
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services.
The  USDA  provided  comprehensive
information  on  milk  production,
consumption,  and  distribution  in  Ohio,
while  the  FBI  database  offered  detailed
records of arson incidents reported in the
state.  The  data  spanned  from  1990  to
2021, encompassing a broad spectrum of
dietary and criminal activity information.

Statistical Analysis:

To  assess  the  potential  relationship
between milk  consumption  and arson,  a
rigorous  statistical  analysis  was
conducted.  The  team  utilized  advanced
analytical techniques, such as regression
analysis  and  correlation  testing,  to
scrutinize  the  data  for  any  discernible
patterns  or  connections.  Various  models
were  employed  to  control  for  potential
confounding variables,  ensuring that the
observed relationship could be attributed
to  milk  consumption  rather  than
extraneous factors.

Control Variables:

In  order  to  eliminate  spurious
correlations and identify the true impact
of  milk  consumption  on  arson,  the
research  team  included  several  control
variables in the analysis. Factors such as
population  density,  socio-economic
indicators,  and  weather  patterns  were
incorporated to mitigate the influence of
external  variables  on  the  observed
association. The inclusion of these control

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



variables enhanced the robustness of the
findings  and  reduced  the  likelihood  of
drawing erroneous conclusions.

Sensitivity Analysis:

In  recognition  of  the  unconventional
nature of the research inquiry, the team
conducted  sensitivity  analyses  to  assess
the  stability  of  the  findings.  Various
scenarios  and  alternative  specifications
were tested to evaluate the consistency of
the  results  across  different
methodological  approaches.  Sensitivity
analyses  also  served  to  gauge  the
resilience of  the observed correlation to
potential  data  perturbations  or  model
variations,  thereby  bolstering  the
reliability of the conclusions.

Ethical Considerations:

Throughout the research process, ethical
considerations were paramount. The team
ensured the confidentiality and anonymity
of  individual-level  data,  maintaining  the
highest  standards  of  privacy  and  data
protection.  Additionally,  the  study
adhered  to  ethical  guidelines  governing
the  use  of  secondary  data  sources,
prioritizing integrity and transparency in
the handling of sensitive information.

Limitations and Assumptions:

It  is  important  to  acknowledge  the
limitations  and  assumptions  inherent  in
the  methodology  employed.  While  every
effort  was  made  to  control  for
confounding  variables,  the  possibility  of
residual  confounding  or  unobserved
determinants  cannot  be  entirely
eliminated.  Moreover,  the  assumption of
causality  in  the  observed  correlation
between  milk  consumption  and arson  is
subject  to  scrutiny,  and  alternative
explanations  should  be  carefully
considered.

In  spite  of  these  methodological
challenges, the rigor and thoroughness of
the  analyses  offer  valuable  insights  into
the  potential  interplay  between  dietary
habits  and  criminal  behavior.  This
methodology  strives  to  provide  a
comprehensive  framework  for

investigating  the  enigmatic  relationship
between milk  consumption  and arson in
Ohio,  setting  a  precedent  for  future
research  endeavors  in  similarly
unexpected domains.

RESULTS

The  statistical  analysis  revealed  a
strikingly strong correlation between milk
consumption and arson in Ohio over the
period from 1990 to 2021. The correlation
coefficient  of  0.9503766  signifies  an
exceptionally  robust  relationship,
indicating  that  changes  in  milk
consumption  are  closely  associated  with
corresponding changes in the incidence of
arson.  The  high  R-squared  value  of
0.9032156  further  underscores  the
substantial  portion  of  variance  in  arson
that  can  be  explained  by  variations  in
milk  consumption.  Additionally,  the  p-
value  of  less  than  0.01  provides  strong
evidence  against  the  null  hypothesis,
affirming  the  presence  of  a  significant
association between these two variables.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually illustrates
the  pronounced  positive  correlation
between milk  consumption  and arson in
Ohio. It vividly depicts the upward trend,
indicating  that  as  milk  consumption
increased,  so  did  the  number  of  arson
incidents  in  the  state.  The  plot  conveys
this  relationship  with  compelling  clarity,
leaving  little  room  for  doubt  regarding
the strength of the observed connection.

The remarkable correlation uncovered in
this  study  challenges  conventional
expectations  and  underscores  the
intriguing  interplay  between  dietary
habits  and  criminal  behavior.  While  the
mechanism  underlying  this  association
remains  a  topic  ripe  for  further
exploration, these findings certainly lend
credence to the notion that dairy intake
may  exert  an  unexpected  influence  on
incendiary tendencies.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

  

Such  a  strong  correlation  between  milk
consumption  and  arson  prompts
contemplation  of  the  potential  pathways
through  which  this  relationship  might
manifest.  Could the consumption of milk
lead  to  a  calcium-induced  impetuosity,
igniting  previously  suppressed  fiery
inclinations?  Or  perhaps  there  exists  a
psychological  mechanism  wherein  the
soothing properties of a cold glass of milk
inadvertently  stoke  the  combustible
instincts  of  certain  individuals.  These
questions  tantalize  the  imagination  and
warrant  future  investigation  into  the
peculiar  interplay  of  dairy  consumption
and pyromania.

This  study's  findings  contribute  to  the
intriguing,  and  perhaps  somewhat
lactose-centric,  discourse  on  criminal
behavior  and  its  unanticipated
associations. They urge us to consider the
potential  impact  of  our  dietary  choices
not  only  on personal  health but  also on
the  broader  societal  fabric.  The
unexpected links uncovered in this study
may encourage a  curiosity  that  prompts
researchers  to  explore  other  seemingly
implausible  connections,  reminding  us
that truth is often stranger than fiction.

DISCUSSION

The present  study  aimed to  explore  the
curious  relationship  between  milk
consumption  and  arson  in  the  state  of
Ohio,  and  the  findings  have  indeed

uncovered  a  remarkably  robust
correlation  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables. The results align with
previous research by Smith et al. and Doe
and  colleagues,  supporting  their
contention that there exists a significant
positive association between dairy intake
and  incendiary  behavior.  The
unexpectedly  strong  correlation
coefficient and low p-value in the current
study  provide  compelling  evidence  in
favor  of  this  unorthodox  link,
corroborating  the  prior  literature's
claims.

Fascinatingly,  the  statistical  analysis  not
only  confirms  the  existence  of  a
substantial  association  between  milk
consumption  and  arson  but  also
highlights the potential magnitude of this
connection.  The  exceptionally  high
correlation  coefficient  and  R-squared
value  underscore  the  strength  of  the
observed  relationship,  challenging
conventional  expectations  regarding  the
influence  of  dietary  habits  on  criminal
behavior. These findings serve as a stern
reminder that truth, like calcium, can be a
hard pill to swallow – especially for those
accustomed to viewing milk as a source of
nourishment  rather  than  as  a  potential
catalyst for fiery inclinations.

These  results  indicate  that  the  link
between  dairy  intake  and  pyromania  is
not  merely  a  matter  of  statistical  quirk
but rather a noteworthy consideration in
the broader dialogue on human behavior
and  its  multifaceted  determinants.  The
study's  alignment  with  prior  literature
substantiates  the  unconventional  yet
compelling  nature  of  this  correlation,
prompting further inquiry into the precise
mechanisms  underlying  the  influence  of
milk  consumption  on  incendiary
tendencies. The unexpected unity of milk
and  fire  in  this  context  mirrors  the
captivating,  albeit  perplexing,  nature  of
some criminal mysteries – reminiscent of
a  thrilling  detective  novel,  with  milk  as
the unsuspected provocateur.

Nevertheless,  the study's  findings,  while
intriguing,  do  not  definitively  elucidate
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the causal pathways through which dairy
intake  may  fuel  pyromania.  The
underlying  mechanisms,  akin  to  a
perplexing riddle, continue to elude direct
comprehension,  leaving  ample  room  for
imaginative  speculation  and  future
investigation. This unexpected correlation
between  milk  consumption  and  arson
serves  as  a  reminder  that  scientific
inquiry  often  strays  into  uncharted  and
improbable territories,  challenging us to
reconsider  conventional  paradigms  and
entertain  the  possibility  of  unlikely
relationships.

In  conclusion,  the  present  study  has
added  substantial  weight  to  the
burgeoning body of evidence suggesting a
meaningful  relationship  between  milk
consumption  and  arson  in  Ohio.  The
results not only support prior research on
this unconventional topic but also beckon
researchers  to  delve  deeper  into  the
intricacies  of  this  enigmatic  association.
This  investigation  underscores  the
remarkable,  if  atypical,  connections  that
can  emerge  from  rigorous  scientific
inquiry,  offering  a  light-hearted  yet
profound reminder  that  truth,  like  milk,
may come in unexpected forms.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has
uncovered  a  remarkably  robust
correlation  between  milk  consumption
and arson in Ohio. The inordinately high
correlation  coefficient,  R-squared  value,
and p-value provide compelling evidence
of  this  unexpected  connection.  These
findings beg the question: does the path
to  pyromania  pass  through  the  dairy
aisle?  While  the  idea  of  milk  fuelling
arson  may  seem  udderly  preposterous,
our data suggest that there may be more
than meets the eye – or perhaps, the cow.

The  implications  of  this  study  extend
beyond mere statistical associations. They
prompt  us  to  ponder  the  potential
mechanisms  through  which  cow  juice
could kindle  criminal  impulses.  Is  it  the
calcium  content  that  ignites  impulsive

behavior, or do the soothing properties of
milk  inadvertently  stoke  fiery  instincts?
As  researchers,  we  must  milk  every
possible  avenue  for  understanding  this
utter mystery.

These  findings  challenge  conventional
wisdom  and  underscore  the  need  to
approach unusual hypotheses with open-
minded  skepticism.  The  unexpected  link
between  milk  consumption  and  arson
offers a delightful reminder that truth can
often be stranger than fiction. It may even
inspire  researchers  to  explore  other
seemingly absurd connections, because as
we all know, curiosity churns the curd of
discovery.

In light of these findings, it is evident that
further  research  into  the  dairy-arson
relationship is not necessary. Let us milk
no more time in pursuit of this particular
correlation,  for  it  stands  as  a  quirkily
fascinating  anomaly  in  the  annals  of
scientific inquiry.
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