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Abstract

The debate over the existence of extraterrestrial life has long been a source of fascination and 
controversy. In this study, we delve into the unique intersection of UFO sightings in New Mexico and the 
grant of patents in the United States. While some may view this as an unconventional pairing, we aim to 
shed light on the potential influence of otherworldly phenomena on innovation and technological 
advancement. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center and the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, we embarked on a rigorous empirical analysis covering the period from 1975 to 2020. 
Our findings reveal a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9369681 and a statistically significant p-value of 
less than 0.01, indicating a robust relationship between UFO sightings in New Mexico and the number of 
patents granted in the US. In a field where "out of this world" ideas are often met with skepticism, our 
research adds a new dimension to the discourse on innovation, creativity, and the cosmic forces at play. 
As we navigate the complexities of interstellar influences on earthly invention, we invite readers to join us 
on this cosmic quest for knowledge and discovery.
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1. Introduction

Introduction

The  age-old  question  of  whether  we  are
alone  in  the  universe  has  captivated
humanity for centuries, fueling speculation,
conspiracy theories, and one too many late-
night  viewings  of  "The  X-Files."  In  the
annals  of  scientific  inquiry,  the  search  for
extraterrestrial life has often been relegated

to  the  realms  of  speculation,  aliens,  and
distant galaxies far, far away.

However, our study ventures into uncharted
territory,  where  the  ethereal  meets  the
empirical,  the  cosmic  intersects  with  the
commonplace, and the UFO sightings in the
deserts of  New Mexico become entangled
with the patent grants of the United States.
Yes, you read that right. We're boldly going
where few researchers  have gone before:
exploring  the  E.T.  factor  in  innovation,
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technology,  and  perhaps,  the  occasional
close encounter of the statistical kind.

In  light  of  the  mysterious  and  the
unexplained,  we  dive  into  the  curious
confluence  of  UFO sightings  and  patents,
seeking  to  lift  the  cloaking  device  on  the
potential  influence  of  otherworldly
phenomena  on  earthly  ingenuity.  While
some may cast a skeptical eye on such a
cosmic correlation, we are undeterred in our
quest  to  unravel  the enigma of  innovation
under the extraterrestrial gaze.

Drawing  on  data  from  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center  and  the  United  States
Patent and Trademark Office, we embarked
on a journey through the cosmic archives of
sightings and technological disclosures from
1975 to  2020.  Armed with  statistical  tools
sharper than a Men in Black neuralyzer, we
set  out  to  decipher  the  celestial  signals
embedded within the earthly patterns.

Amidst the stardust of statistical significance
and  the  nebulous  mists  of  correlation
coefficients,  our  findings  cast  a  beam  of
light  on  the  unexpected  dance  of  UFO
sightings  and  patent  grants.  With  a
correlation coefficient of 0.9369681 and a p-
value  that's  rarer  than  a  unicorn  sighting
(less  than  0.01,  if  you're  wondering),  our
results  unveil  a  striking  relationship  that
can't be explained away as mere statistical
noise.

As we embark on this astrological odyssey
through  the  data  cosmos,  we  invite  you,
dear  reader,  to  join  us  on  this  journey
beyond  the  stars  and  into  the  statistical
zodiac.  Together,  let's  boldly  go where no
numbers have gone before, and let's see if
we can unearth the hidden constants of the
universal equation for innovation. So fasten
your seatbelt, adjust your tinfoil hat, and get
ready for  a scientific  adventure that's truly
"out of this world."

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al., 2020," the authors find that
the correlation between UFO sightings and
technological innovation has been a subject
of fascination and speculation for decades.
Their study delves into the potential impact
of  extraterrestrial  phenomena  on  the
creative and inventive processes of human
society.  The  authors  posit  a  theoretical
framework  for  the  interstellar  influence  on
earthly  ingenuity,  raising thought-provoking
questions that leave readers pondering the
outer limits of cosmic creativity.

Doe and Jones,  in  "2021,"  further  explore
the connection between UFO sightings and
technological advancements, shedding light
on  the  historical  patterns  of  unidentified
aerial phenomena and their potential effects
on  innovative  outputs.  Their  findings
illuminate  a  compelling  narrative  of
intergalactic  inspiration,  challenging
conventional  wisdom  and  beckoning
readers to consider the celestial dimension
of human invention.

Branching into related non-fiction literature,
the  seminal  work  "Extraterrestrial
Encounters: A History of UFO Sightings" by
Dr.  Solaris  Probe  elucidates  the  rich
tapestry  of  unexplained  aerial  events  and
their  intersections  with  human  history.
Probe's  comprehensive  exploration  of
otherworldly encounters offers a panoramic
view of the cosmic ballet that may have left
an indelible imprint on human creativity and
technological progress.

Turning  to  the  world  of  fiction,  the  novel
"Patents  from  Alpha  Centauri"  by  Xenon
Stardust presents a whimsical yet thought-
provoking tale of a futuristic society fueled
by inventions of extraterrestrial origin. While
purely  speculative  in  nature,  Stardust's
narrative underscores the enduring allure of
E.T.-inspired innovation and the boundless
potential for cosmic contributions to earthly
ingenuity.

Delving deeper into our literature review, we
encounter  "UFOs  and  You:  A  Statistical
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Analysis" by Professor Zaphod Beeblebrox,
which  offers  an  unconventional  yet
surprisingly  insightful  perspective  on  the
interplay  between  celestial  sightings  and
human  technological  endeavors.  Although
Beeblebrox's  methods  may  raise  a  few
skeptical eyebrows, his findings add a dash
of  intergalactic  flair  to  the  statistical
discourse,  demonstrating  the  allure  of
cosmic curiosities in empirical exploration.

Beyond the traditional bounds of academic
literature,  the  authors  also  conducted  a
thorough review of unconventional sources,
including the backs of shampoo bottles and
the whimsical  musings  of  fortune cookies.
While  these  unconventional  methods  may
raise  a  few  eyebrows,  they  offered
unexpected  insights  into  the  cosmic
conundrum of  innovation  and  otherworldly
influences.

As we traverse the diverse landscapes of
literature,  both  scholarly  and  speculative,
we  uncover  a  constellation  of  ideas  and
narratives  that  invite  us  to  reconsider  the
cosmic dance of UFO sightings and patents.
With each turn of the page, we peer into the
boundless  expanse  of  imagination  and
empirical inquiry, daring to ask whether the
enigmatic allure of  the extraterrestrial  may
indeed  hold  the  keys  to  unlocking  the
mysteries  of  human  innovation.  So,  dear
reader,  fasten  your  seatbelt,  adjust  your
tinfoil  hat,  and  get  ready  for  a  cosmic
journey through the literary cosmos.

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the cosmic conundrum of UFO
sightings  and  their  potential  influence  on
innovation,  we  employed  a  variety  of
research methods that were as diverse as
the  trajectories  of  a  meteor  shower.  Our
data  collection  encompassed  a  period
stretching from 1975 to  2020,  providing  a
stellar  snapshot  of  UFO  sightings  and
patent  grants  that  would  make  even  the

most  discerning  alien  anthropologist  raise
an eyebrow.

Data Sources:

We extracted  UFO sighting  data  from the
National UFO Reporting Center, serving as
our  celestial  atlas  of  otherworldly
encounters.  While  we  acknowledge  that
some sightings may have been misidentified
drones or,  dare we say,  weather  balloons,
we  embraced  the  unpredictability  of  the
unknown  with  open  arms  (and  a  healthy
dose of skepticism).

On  the  terrestrial  front,  we  obtained  US
patent  data from the United States Patent
and Trademark Office, which served as our
launch pad into the nebula of technological
innovations.  With  patents  ranging  from
groundbreaking  inventions  to
"improvements"  on  the  tried-and-true
methods of yore, our dataset was as diverse
as  the array  of  constellations  in  the  night
sky.

Variables:

In  true  scientific  fashion,  we  carefully
selected  variables  that  would  serve  as
stargates  to  understanding  the  cosmic
interplay between UFO sightings and patent
grants. For UFO sightings, we focused on
the  counts  of  reported  unidentified  flying
objects in the New Mexico area, a hotbed of
extraterrestrial  intrigue  and,  coincidentally,
the birthplace of  many a tall  tale involving
little green men.

On the flip side of the coin, we honed in on
the  number  of  patents  granted  by  the
USPTO, representing the celestial currency
of inventiveness and technological prowess.
We  scrutinized  patents  across  various
fields,  from  aerospace  engineering  to
kitchen gadgets that  claim to revolutionize
the very fabric of culinary existence.

Statistical Analysis:

To capture the cosmic dance between UFO
sightings  and  patents,  we  employed  an
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arsenal of statistical tools that would make
Galileo's  telescope  look  like  a  child's
plaything. Our analysis was as thorough as
a  Martian  rover's  exploration  of  the  Red
Planet, delving into the depths of correlation
and  causation  with  the  rigor  of  an
intergalactic quest for knowledge.

First,  we  computed  the  correlation
coefficient  between UFO sightings  in  New
Mexico and the number of patents granted
in the US. This coefficient, like a cosmic yin-
yang, illuminated the strength and direction
of the relationship between our celestial and
terrestrial  variables. Unveiling a correlation
coefficient of 0.9369681, we were met with
a cosmic alignment that was stronger than
the  gravitational  pull  of  a  black  hole  –  a
result  that  left  us beaming brighter  than a
supernova.

In addition, we conducted hypothesis testing
to ascertain the statistical significance of our
findings.  With  a  p-value  that  was  scarcer
than  extraterrestrial  visitors  at  a  skeptic
convention (less than 0.01, to be precise),
our  results  defied  the boundaries  of  mere
chance and ventured into the realm of bona
fide significance.

Limitations:

As with any cosmic expedition, our research
was  not  without  its  cosmic  debris  and
interstellar  impediments.  We  must
acknowledge  the  potential  for  reporting
biases  in  UFO  sightings,  as  well  as  the
complexities  of  attributing  causality  in
observational data that straddles the realms
of the unknown.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  revealed  a
positively astronomical correlation between
UFO  sightings  in  New  Mexico  and  the
number  of  patents  granted  in  the  United
States.  The Pearson correlation coefficient
computed  at  0.9369681,  indicating  a
strikingly strong linear relationship between

these  seemingly  disparate  variables.
Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of
determination  (r-squared)  stood  at  an
impressive  0.8779092,  suggesting  that  a
substantial  87.79% of  the  variation  in  US
patents  granted  can  be  explained  by  the
fluctuations in UFO sightings in the Land of
Enchantment.

With  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  our
findings  emphatically  reject  the  null
hypothesis and provide compelling evidence
that the observed correlation is not due to
random  chance.  In  other  words,  the
likelihood  of  such  a  robust  relationship
occurring  by  mere  coincidence  is  as
improbable  as  stumbling  upon  a  UFO-
themed restaurant in Roswell, New Mexico
– it's statistically out of this world!

To visually capture the bond between these
unearthly  sightings  and  innovative
disclosures, we present Fig. 1, a scatterplot
that  depicts  the  compelling  correlation
between UFO sightings in New Mexico and
US patents granted. This figure serves as a
testament  to  the  cosmic  dance  of  data
points,  illustrating  the  cosmic  convolution
that  underpins the interstellar  influence on
earthly innovation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  investigation  into  the
correlation between UFO sightings in New
Mexico and US patents granted from 1975
to  2020  has  uncovered  a  statistically
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significant  relationship  that  defies
conventional  explanation.  As  we  delve
deeper into the cosmic implications of these
findings,  it  becomes evident  that  the New
Mexico  sky  may  hold  more  than  just
enchanting starlit vistas – it might just be the
launchpad  of  otherworldly  inspiration  for
Earth's inventors and innovators.

5. Discussion

The findings of our study not only illuminate
the  correlation  between  UFO  sightings  in
New Mexico and patents granted in the US
but also raise some eyebrow-raising, tinfoil-
hat-adjusting questions about the extent of
extraterrestrial  influence  on  our  earthly
innovations.  Our  results  echo and support
the prior research, adding a cosmic twist to
the ongoing debate surrounding the impact
of  interstellar  phenomena  on  human
creativity and technological progress.

First, let's address the elephant in the room
– or should we say, the alien spacecraft in
the laboratory? The literature review served
as our cosmic launchpad, propelling us into
the  scholarly  debates  and  speculative
musings  surrounding  the  cosmic  dance
between  UFO  sightings  and  human
ingenuity. Smith et al. (2020) and Doe and
Jones  (2021)  both  provided  celestial
signposts  pointing  to  the  potential
interstellar influence on human technology,
sparking  contemplation  about  the  celestial
dimension  of  our  inventions.  While  some
might  raise  an  eyebrow  at  the  whimsical
inclusion of Xenon Stardust's "Patents from
Alpha  Centauri,"  the  novel's  speculative
take  on  E.T.-inspired  innovation  offered  a
quirky  lens  through  which  to  view  our
research topic,  nudging us to consider the
outer limits of cosmic creativity.

Now,  let's  journey  back  to  our  statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9369681, a cosmic force to be reckoned
with, and a p-value of less than 0.01 that's
rarer  than  a  moon  rock  on  Earth.  These

results  not  only  defy  the  odds  but  also
challenge  the  skepticism  surrounding  the
potential  influence  of  E.T.  phenomena  on
human technological progress. Our findings
underscore the captivating possibility of an
intergalactic force at play, driving innovation
and invention on this pale blue dot we call
home.

The  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  is  not  just  a
collection  of  data  points  –  it's  a  cosmic
ballet of UFO sightings and patents granted,
visually  depicting  the  entwined  dance  of
otherworldly  inspirations  and  Earthly
creations. This visual representation serves
as  a  captivating  testament  to  the  cosmic
convolutions  underlying  the  interstellar
influence on human innovation, challenging
us to consider whether the mysteries of the
New  Mexico  sky  may  hold  the  keys  to
unlocking the next frontier of  technological
advancement.

As we navigate  the cosmic  conundrum of
UFO  sightings  and  patents  granted,  our
study invites readers to join us in a cosmic
quest  for  understanding,  curiosity,  and,
perhaps,  a  dash  of  X-Files  intrigue.
Together,  let's  boldly  go  where  statistical
analyses have rarely ventured before – into
the  cosmic  unknown,  where  wild  theories
and empirical evidence collide in a celestial
collision  of  imagination  and  investigation.
So, fellow cosmic explorers, let's keep our
eyes  on  the  New  Mexico  sky,  our  minds
open to the possibilities, and our research
grounded  in  the  inexplicable  allure  of
cosmic curiosities.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has boldly gone
where no  statistical  analysis  has  ventured
before,  unveiling  a  tantalizing  connection
between UFO sightings in New Mexico and
the  grant  of  patents  in  the  United  States.
While  some  may  scoff  at  the  idea  of
outlandish  beings  influencing  earthly
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innovation, our findings paint a picture that's
more "X-Files" than academic journal.

With a correlation coefficient that's stronger
than  the  gravitational  pull  of  a  black  hole
(0.9369681,  to  be  exact),  and  a  p-value
rarer  than  a  sighting  of  Bigfoot  riding  a
unicorn (yes, less than 0.01), the evidence
speaks  for  itself  –  or  should  we  say,  it
speaks for the extraterrestrial visitors lurking
around the New Mexico skies.

We  may  not  have  whisked  off  in  a  UFO
ourselves,  but  armed  with  data  and
statistical wizardry, we've ventured into the
cosmic depths of correlation and causation,
emerging  with  findings  that  are  as  mind-
boggling as a quantum entanglement.

So,  what  does  this  all  mean?  Are
intergalactic  beings  whispering  patent-
worthy ideas into the ears of inventors? Are
aliens  filing  patents  under  clever
pseudonyms? The possibilities are as vast
as the universe itself.

As for our next steps, we assert with utmost
certainty that no further research is needed
in  this  area.  The  evidence  has  been
presented,  the  cosmic  curtain  has  been
lifted, and the UFOs have spoken. It's time
for the scientific community to embrace the
idea that the stars above may hold the keys
to innovation – and to acknowledge that the
truth  is  indeed out  there,  in  the  data,  the
patents,  and  the  statistical  quirks  of  the
cosmos.

Furthermore, the nuanced interplay of 
technological, sociocultural, and 
intergalactic factors remains a subject for 
ongoing inquiry, reminding us that the 
cosmic tapestry of innovation is as complex 
as the cosmic microwave background 
radiation.

In conclusion, our methodology traversed 
the celestial bounds and the earthly realms, 
navigating the cosmic curvature of data with
the precision of a space probe and the 
curiosity of a starry-eyed astronomer. Our 
findings beckon us to ponder the intricate 
interplay of the cosmic and the mundane, 
inviting us to embrace the unknown with the
tenacity of a cosmic explorer charting new 
constellations of knowledge.
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