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ABSTRACT

Pranking with Petroleum: The Peculiar Parallels between Liquefied
Petroleum Gas in Central Africa and Runs by the San Diego Padres

In this whimsical yet surprisingly intricate study, we delve into the correlation between
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) usage in the Central African Republic and the runs
scored by the San Diego Padres. Using data from the Energy Information Administration
and Baseball-Reference.com, our research team set out to explore this delightfully
absurd intersection. Much to our amusement, we discovered a positively surprising
correlation coefficient of 0.9084379 with a p-value less than 0.01 for the time period
from 2008 to 2021. Our findings suggest that there may be a comical connection
between the consumption of LPG in Central Africa and the performance of the San
Diego Padres on the baseball field. Our study not only provides a good laugh but also
raises questions about the unpredictably interconnected nature of seemingly unrelated
phenomena. So, strap in and get ready for a wild ride as we dissect this curiously
comical correlation in our research.
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I. Introduction

Gas up your sense of humor and step up to the plate, because in this study, we'll be diving
headfirst into the hilarious and improbable world of statistical correlations. Our investigation
takes us on a laughter-filled journey through the unexpected rapport between Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) usage in the Central African Republic and the performance of the San

Diego Padres on the baseball diamond.

The connection between these two seemingly unrelated entities might seem as improbable as
hitting a home run while juggling flaming batons, but as the old saying goes, truth is often
stranger than fiction. While one would normally think of LPG as fuel for cooking and heating in
Central Africa, you'll soon find out that it can also fuel the comedy engine when paired with the

runs scored by a Major League Baseball team.

As we embark on this wildly whimsical expedition, it's worth noting that our findings are not
only a knee-slapper, but they also raise intriguing questions about the nature of correlations and
the propensity of data to confound expectations. So, grab your peanuts and Cracker Jack, and

let's take a swing at unraveling the uproarious connection between LPG usage and baseball runs.

II. Literature Review

The notion of drawing a parallel between Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) usage in the Central
African Republic and the runs scored by the San Diego Padres initially appears as whimsical as a

clown juggling chemistry beakers. However, as our investigation progresses, it becomes
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increasingly clear that the world of statistical correlations is as unpredictable and puzzling as a

magic show performed by a confused magician.

In "Natural Gas and Geopolitics: From 1970 to 2040," Smith et al. discuss the geopolitical
implications of natural gas usage, shedding light on the significance of gas resources in various
regions, including Central Africa. While the connection to baseball runs may seem tenuous at
best, the authors offer insights into the global implications of gas usage that can provide context

for our peculiar correlation.

Turning to the world of baseball statistics, Doe's "Baseball Forecaster" presents an in-depth
analysis of the performance metrics that affect a team's runs scored. While not delving into LPG
consumption, the book provides a foundation for understanding the intricate web of factors
influencing a team's offensive output. Who would have thought that a book about baseball could

be so relevant to gas consumption in Central Africa? It's a curveball we didn't see coming.

In "Fueling Freedom: Exposing the Mad War on Energy," Jones takes a critical look at the energy
industry and its impact on international relations. While the book may not directly address LPG
specifically in the Central African context, it offers a broader understanding of energy dynamics,

reminding us that even serious topics can have unexpected connections to the world of sports.

In the realm of fiction, "The Gas We Breathe" by S. Carbon, though purely a work of
imagination, presents a captivating narrative about a world driven by gaseous energies. While the
book may not offer concrete insights into the correlation we're exploring, the title alone is a

breath of fresh air in our literature review.

Now, departing from traditional sources, our research team took an unconventional approach to

gathering insights. We perused the checkout receipts of various grocery stores, rummaged
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through old newspapers, and, for good measure, skimmed through a collection of CVS receipts.
Surprisingly, among the mundane purchases and baffling coupons, we stumbled upon what we
believe to be hidden clues to the enigmatic correlation we set out to unravel. While not precisely
conforming to academic standards, our findings from these unconventional sources certainly

made for an entertaining read.

In conclusion, the literature surrounding LPG usage in Central Africa and baseball runs may
initially seem as mismatched as a baseball jersey with a tuxedo, but our foray into this uncharted
territory has exposed the unexpectedly entertaining potential of seemingly disparate connections.
With this comically surprising foundation laid, we are eager to present our findings in the
following sections, showcasing the intriguing correlation that transcends the realms of energy

and sports.

I11. Methodology

To uncover the unlikely connection between Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) usage in the
Central African Republic and the San Diego Padres' run-scoring antics, our research team
embarked on a zany quest filled with data collection, statistical analysis, and a generous

sprinkling of humor. Here's a chuckle-worthy breakdown of our methodology:
Data Collection:

We scoured the depths of the internet, traversing through the virtual jungles of data repositories

like energetic explorers on a quest for statistical treasure. Our primary sources of data were the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Energy Information Administration for LPG usage in the Central African Republic and Baseball-

Reference.com for the San Diego Padres' runs scored in each season from 2008 to 2021.

Statistical Analysis:

With our quivers full of data, we invoked the sacred incantations of statistical analysis to unveil
the hidden patterns governing this perplexing correlation. We deployed time series analysis,
correlation coefficients, and regression models to scrutinize the relationship between LPG usage
and run scoring. If statistics had a sense of humor, they would surely have been rolling on the

floor with our amusing inquiries.

Magical Elixirs and Potions:

In a whimsical twist, we concocted data visualization spells that would make even the sternest
statistician crack a grin. Through the wizardry of scatter plots, line graphs, and histograms, we
brought the data to life, creating a carnival of colorful visual delights to bewitch and bemuse our

readers.

Epic Quest for Publication:

Armed with our findings and armed with our witty analysis, we ventured forth to present our
research to the scholarly kingdom. Through the sacred rituals of academic writing and peer
review, we sought to unleash our mirthful revelations upon the academic community and provide

a welcome respite from the doldrums of traditional research.

In sum, our methodology offers a blend of rigorous statistical analysis and whimsical

storytelling, embodying the spirit of discovery and delight that permeated our investigation into
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the confoundingly comic correlation between LPG usage in Central Africa and the San Diego

Padres' runs scored.

IV. Results

Our rigorous examination of the data from 2008 to 2021 uncovered a correlation coefficient of
0.9084379 between LPG usage in the Central African Republic and the runs scored by the San
Diego Padres, showcasing a remarkably strong positive association. The coefficient of
determination (R-squared) of 0.8252593 indicated that approximately 82.5% of the variability in
the runs scored by the Padres can be explained by the consumption of LPG in Central Africa.
These findings astoundingly suggest a significant relationship between the two seemingly

unrelated variables.

The statistical significance of our findings was further confirmed by a p-value of less than 0.01,
highlighting that the observed correlation is not due to random chance. We can confidently rule
out the possibility that this connection is a mere statistical fluke, although we must emphasize
that correlation does not imply causation. Nevertheless, the strength of the correlation raises
eyebrows and piques curiosity about the potential intertwined fate of propane and baseball in

distant corners of the world.

To visually illustrate this unexpected convergence, we present Fig. 1, a scatterplot displaying the
unmistakable pattern of the relationship between LPG usage in the Central African Republic and
the runs scored by the San Diego Padres. The figure encapsulates the whimsical nature of our

findings and captures the sheer astonishment that arises from this peculiar correlation.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The uncanny pairing of LPG consumption and baseball runs not only injects a delightful dose of
humor into the world of statistical analyses but also prompts further contemplation about the
mysterious interconnectedness of disparate phenomena. Our research contributes a touch of
levity to the often serious realm of academic inquiry and fosters a deeper appreciation for the

whimsical wonders that statistical analysis can unveil.

In conclusion, our study affirms that the world of data is rife with unexpected surprises,
reminding us to approach statistical analyses with a sense of humor and an open mind. This
unforeseen correlation between LPG usage in Central Africa and runs scored by the San Diego
Padres is a delightful reminder that in the realm of statistics, laughter and astonishment often go

hand in hand.

V. Discussion
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In the midst of this peculiar investigation, one cannot help but marvel at the downright pit-
cheering correlation we've unearthed between Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) usage in the
Central African Republic and the runs scored by the San Diego Padres. It's as if statistical
analysis and slapstick comedy collided in an unexpected and uproarious display of
interconnectedness. Putting the whimsy aside, let's not overlook the serious undertones of our

findings and how they relate to the existing research.

Our results reinforce the insights gleaned from Smith et al.'s geopolitical examinations. Just as
they highlighted the significance of gas resources in various regions, our study has underscored a
surprisingly robust connection between LPG usage in Central Africa and the performance of a
Major League Baseball team. The unexpected correlation may have humorous undertones, but it

also sheds light on the intricate interplay of diverse global factors.

Similarly, Doe's astute analysis of performance metrics affecting a team's runs scored provides a
poignant backdrop to our findings. While Doe may not have delved into LPG consumption, our
results resonate with the intricate web of factors influencing offensive output, surprising as that

may seem in a study encompassing gas usage and baseball runs.

The humor in our unconventional research methods notwithstanding, our discoveries align with
Jones's reflections on the energy industry's impact on international relations. Our study's
unexpected correlation mirrors the unpredictability of energy dynamics, serving as a comical yet

compelling reminder of the interconnectedness between seemingly unrelated realms.

Furthermore, our findings subtly echo the speculative allure of S. Carbon's "The Gas We

Breathe." Though purely fictional, the captivating narrative echoes the wonder and fascination
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we've encountered in our own research, providing an unexpected parallel to the statistically

significant relationship we've identified.

In this context, our study underscores the unexpected entertainment potential of seemingly
disparate connections. Our comically surprising foundation has laid the groundwork for a truly
peculiar yet substantively captivating exploration of the interconnectedness of energy and sports.
Our findings may raise eyebrows, but they also underscore the need to approach statistical

analyses with a blend of levity and rigor, as the world of data often teases out the unexpected.

Indeed, our study has woven a tapestry of humor and astonishment through the raw fabric of
statistical discovery, reminding us that scholarly pursuits need not shy away from the delightful
surprises that arise when unexpected connections intersect. The unexpected correlation between
LPG usage in Central Africa and runs scored by the San Diego Padres is unequivocally a
delightful reminder that in the realm of statistics, laughter and amazement often leave the

audience clamoring for an encore.

V1. Conclusion

In this lighthearted yet strangely thought-provoking study, we've uncovered a correlation that's as
surprising as finding a taco stand at the North Pole. Our research has enlivened the world of
statistical analyses with the unexpected connection between the consumption of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) in the Central African Republic and the performance of the San Diego
Padres on the baseball field. It's as if the universe decided to play a prank on us by revealing this

comical relationship between propane and the Padres' runs.
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Despite the chuckles and raised eyebrows that our findings may elicit, we must acknowledge that
correlation does not imply causation. Although the strong correlation coefficient of 0.9084379
and the notably low p-value reinforce the statistical significance of our discovery, we're still a
long way from declaring that LPG usage fuels the Padres' scoring prowess. That's a bit like
claiming that hot dogs cause home runs — a tantalizing idea, yet one that requires a healthy dose

of skepticism.

As we bid adieu to this uproarious rollercoaster of a research journey, it's clear that the world of
data analytics is as full of surprises as a clown car at rush hour. Our research has not only tickled
the funny bone but also nudged us to rethink the unpredictable interconnectedness of seemingly
unrelated phenomena. It's a reminder that statistical analyses, much like a good comedy routine,

can both entertain and provoke introspection.

In light of these riotously whimsical findings, we confidently assert that no further investigations
are needed in this area. It's like trying to unveil the mysteries of the knock-knock joke —
sometimes, the beauty lies in not knowing. So, as we close this chapter, let's tip our hats to the
enigmatic dance of LPG and baseball runs and embrace the delightful absurdity of our statistical

shenanigans.
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