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Rice Rice, Baby: Unveiling the Grains of Truth in the Relationship 
Between US Rice Consumption and Google Searches for 'Who is 
Alexa'

Chloe Horton, Austin Tanner, Gina P Tucker
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In  this  research  paper,  we  delve  into  the  unexpectedly  intertwined  world  of  US  rice
consumption and Google searches for "who is Alexa." Through a thorough analysis of data
from Statista and Google Trends spanning from 2009 to 2022, we discovered a surprising
correlation coefficient of 0.8326709 and p-value less than 0.01. Our findings not only shed
light on this unlikely connection but also serve as a reminder that in the world of data,
there are always more grains of truth to uncover. So, prepare to be rice-ified and delve into
the deliciously quirky world of this unconventional research connection.

In the ever-evolving landscape of research, one can
always expect to stumble upon some truly rice-sing
findings that leave us in a state of paddy-ment. We
live  in  an age  where  data  is  the  new bacon,  and
statistical  analyses  hold  the  keys  to  unlocking
peculiar correlations that may seem as unlikely as a
rice  farmer  turning  into  a  professional  juggler.
Today,  we  embark  on  a  journey  to  uncover  the
flavorful  connection  between  two  seemingly
unrelated  entities  –  US  rice  consumption  and
Google searches for "who is Alexa."

As  researchers,  we  are  accustomed  to  sifting
through data like pigs rooting through truffle fields,
hoping  to  strike  gold  in  the  form  of  statistical
significance.  Our  quest  began  with  an  innocuous
query: "Can rice consumption in the US truly have
any bearing on the curiosity about 'who is Alexa' in
the virtual realm?" Our pursuit led us down a rabbit
hole  of  data  sets,  statistical  analyses,  and  the
occasional  rice  joke  –  the  type  that  would  make
even the most stoic statistician crack a smile.

Our investigation takes us beyond the surface level
of data, where statistical staples reign supreme and
p-values  hold  the  gravitas  of  ancient  relics.  We
sought to uncover the kernels of truth buried within
the rice fields, hoping to shed light on a connection
that might just be the rice-ing star of the scientific
world.

So,  grab  a  chopstick  and  prepare  to  stir-fry  your
curiosity,  because  what  we  unearthed  is  nothing
short of an unexpected culinary delight in the realm
of  research.  The results  of  our  analysis  yield  not
only  a  robust  correlation  coefficient  but  also  a
flavor  profile  that  could  make  even  the  most
discerning  statistician's  taste  buds  tingle  with
intrigue. Let the aroma of p-values waft through the
air  as  we  peel  back  the  layers  of  this  enigmatic
connection,  and  prepare  to  be  rice-ified  with  our
findings.

LITERATURE REVIEW
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In their study, Smith and Doe (2010) explored the
intricate  relationship  between  food  consumption
patterns and internet  search behavior.  The authors
found  a  surprising  link  between  the  rise  in  rice
consumption in the US and an increase in searches
for "who is Alexa" on Google. Furthermore, Jones
et al. (2015) conducted a comprehensive analysis of
online  search  trends,  revealing  a  notable  spike  in
curiosity  about  the  identity  of  'Alexa'  coinciding
with the peak of rice harvest season in the United
States.

These surprising findings present a conundrum that
rivals  the  mystery  of  a  soggy  bottom pie  –  how
could US rice consumption possibly be intertwined
with the curiosity about 'who is Alexa' in the virtual
domain?  As  we  sift  through  the  literature,  it
becomes  abundantly  clear  that  this  unlikely
coupling is anything but a mere flash in the pan. It's
as though the world of data has decided to add a
pinch of whimsy and a dash of unpredictability to
keep us on our statistical toes.

Turning the pages from the analytical to the literary,
we encounter profoundly relevant works that might
shed some grainy light on this curious correlation.
"The Omnivore's Dilemma" by Michael Pollan and
"Guns, Germs, and Steel" by Jared Diamond offer
insightful perspectives on the cultural significance
of food consumption patterns and their  impact on
society,  perhaps  hinting  at  the  complexity  of  the
human  psyche  when  it  comes  to  satisfying  its
culinary cravings and intellectual curiosities.

Venturing  into  the  world  of  fiction,  we  stumble
upon  "Cloud  Atlas"  by  David  Mitchell  and
"Sourdough" by Robin Sloan – works  that,  while
not directly related to our research, evoke a sense of
interconnectedness and unpredictability,  much like
the relationship between US rice consumption and
the enigmatic curiosity about 'who is Alexa'.

In the digital age, even internet memes have been
known  to  offer  valuable  insights.  The  ubiquitous
meme  "I  Don't  Know  who  Needs  to  Hear  This,
but..." – accompanied by a comically philosophical
statement  – bears  an uncanny resemblance  to  the

befuddling  nature  of  our  research  topic.  It  seems
that even in the realm of online humor, there lies a
reflection of the perplexing interplay between rice
and virtual curiosity.

As  we  journey  through  the  literature,  it  becomes
increasingly  evident  that  the  connection  between
US rice consumption and Google searches for "who
is Alexa" is not just a statistical quirk but a lively
confluence of human behavior, cultural influences,
and the whims of the digital world. The richness of
this connection is matched only by the diversity of
rice dishes across the globe, and our research aims
to  unearth  the  kernels  of  truth  hidden within  this
unexpected fusion.

METHODOLOGY

To unearth  the  puzzling  connection  between  U.S.
rice consumption and Google searches for "who is
Alexa,"  our  research  team  embarked  on  a  data
spelunking  expedition,  armed  with  an  arsenal  of
statistical  tools  and  a  zest  for  unraveling  the
unexpected.  Our  journey  took  us  through  the
treacherous terrain of internet data sources, where
we hunted high and low (mainly just in Statista and
Google  Trends)  for  the  most  robust  and
comprehensive  datasets  spanning  from  the  year
2009 to 2022.

Our first step down this convoluted path involved
gathering copious amounts  of  data,  akin to  a  rice
farmer  accumulating  his  harvest.  The  U.S.  rice
consumption  figures  were  meticulously  sourced
from agricultural  databases,  with  an  emphasis  on
distinguishing between short-grain, long-grain, and
wild  rice  varieties.  We  delved  into  the  digital
labyrinth  that  is  Google  Trends,  meticulously
extracting  the  search  volume  index  for  the
enigmatic query "who is Alexa" with the precision
of a neurosurgeon extracting a brain tumor.

With our dataset securely in hand, we donned our
proverbial lab coats,  pored over the numbers, and
subjected them to rigorous statistical scrutiny. Our
trusty tools included correlation analysis, regression
models,  and  an  occasional  sprinkle  of  Bayesian
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inference  for  that  extra  dash  of  flavor.  Each
statistical  test  was  performed  with  the
meticulousness of a master sushi chef crafting his
finest rolls, ensuring that our findings were robust,
reliable, and seasoned to perfection.

As  we  navigated  the  murky  waters  of  statistical
inference,  we  also  employed  a  myriad  of  control
variables to ensure that our analysis was as pristine
as a freshly steamed bowl of rice. These included
economic  indicators,  technological  advancements,
and societal trends, serving as the seasoning to our
statistical  stir-fry,  adding depth and complexity to
our investigation.

Having  meticulously  cooked  our  statistical
concoction, we finally arrived at the steaming pot of
results, brimming with flavor and intrigue. With a
glint  of  satisfaction  in  our  eyes,  we  unveiled  the
surprising  correlation  coefficient  and  p-value,
standing as a testament to the flavorful connection
between  U.S.  rice  consumption  and  the  curiosity
about "who is Alexa." Our statistical  odyssey had
culminated in  a tantalizing dish,  leaving our taste
buds tingling with the unexpected zing of scientific
discovery.

RESULTS

Upon  delving  into  the  depths  of  the  data,  we
unraveled a correlation coefficient of 0.8326709, an
r-squared of 0.6933409, and a p-value less than 0.01
between US rice consumption and Google searches
for "who is Alexa." If you had told us before this
study that these two variables were in cahoots, we
would have thought you were off your noodle. But
here we are, with a statistical relationship that's as
strong as the aroma of jasmine rice wafting through
the kitchen.

Our  findings  reveal  a  connection  that's  as
unexpected as stumbling upon a grain of rice in a
haystack.  The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  paints  a  vivid
picture  of  this  unanticipated  partnership,  plotting
US  rice  consumption  against  the  frequency  of
searches for "who is Alexa" with a trend line that
probably has statisticians in a stir.

We  must  say,  uncovering  a  correlation  of  this
magnitude feels like stumbling upon a golden grain
in a field of chaff. It's proof that in the vast expanse
of data, there are as many twists and turns as there
are in a bowl of spiralized zucchini noodles.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  serendipitous  connection  between  US  rice
consumption  and  the  quest  to  decipher  "who  is
Alexa" serves as a gentle reminder that in the wacky
world of research, we must always keep our minds
open  to  the  unexpected.  Just  as  rice  can  be  the
foundation  of  a  delectable  dish,  our  unlikely
discovery may serve as the rice-ing star of statistical
peculiarity. So, who knew that the world of research
could be as intriguing as a pantry shelf stocked with
arborio, jasmine, and basmati?

DISCUSSION

In  the  whirlwind of  statistical  analysis,  our  study
has  unravelled  a  correlation  of  unprecedented
proportions between US rice consumption and the
perennial  question,  "Who is  Alexa?" As we stand
agape at the peculiarity of this connection, it's clear
that our findings have not only contributed to the
body of knowledge but have also added a pinch of
whimsy to the world of research.

Smith and Doe (2010) and Jones et al.  (2015) set
the  stage  for  our  investigation  by  hinting  at  the
potential entwinement of US rice consumption and
the  enigmatic  curiosity  about  'who is  Alexa'.  Our
results  not  only  echoed  their  findings  but  also
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brought them to the boil, reinforcing the notion that
the world of data has a quirky sense of humor, much
like a science experiment gone deliciously awry.

Our  findings  stand  as  a  testament  to  the
unpredictability  that  often  flavors  the  dish  of
scientific  inquiry.  Like  a  perfectly  cooked risotto,
our  results  have  reached  a  level  of  statistical
tenderness that is as surprising as finding a pearl in
an oyster – or, in this case, finding a kernel of truth
in  the  vast  ocean  of  data.  It's  as  if  the  universe
conspired to serve up a delectable dish of statistical
peculiarity, seasoned with a dash of intercontinental
intrigue and a sprinkle of virtual mystery.

As we reflect on this unexpected connection, we are
humbled  by  the  realization  that  the  world  of
research, much like a pantry stocked with varieties
of  rice,  holds  a  treasure  trove  of  surprises  and
delightful juxtapositions. It's a reminder that while
we may endeavor to bring order to the universe of
data,  sometimes  we  must  embrace  the  chaos  and
savor  the  unexpected  flavors  that  science  has  to
offer.

So, as we stir the pot of research further, let's not
forget the importance of embracing the unexpected,
for who knows what other unlikely connections lie
in  wait,  ready  to  add  a  dash  of  curiosity  to  the
banquet  of  knowledge.  And  just  as  rice  is  the
foundation  of  myriad  culinary  creations,  our
unlikely  discovery  may  very  well  be  the  rice-ing
star  of  statistical  peculiarity  in  the  world  of
research.  Cheers  to  more  statistical  surprises,  and
the never-ending quest for 'who is Alexa'!

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  uncovered  a
correlation  that's  as  surprising  as  finding  a  wild
grain  of  rice  in  your  luscious  risotto.  The
connection  between  US  rice  consumption  and
Google  searches  for  "who  is  Alexa"  is  akin  to
stumbling  upon  a  unicorn  in  a  sea  of  statistical
analyses. It's a reminder that in the world of data,
there  are  more  unexpected  twists  than  a  complex
DNA helix.

Our findings not only spice up the statistical menu
but also serve as a rice-ing star in the constellation
of peculiar research connections. If statistics were
flavors, this correlation would be the equivalent of a
fusion  dish  that  marries  spaghetti  and  sushi  –
unexpected but strangely intriguing.

So, as we wrap up this journey through the land of
rice and research, we stand in awe of the curious
connections  that  lurk  within  the  data-scape.  The
correlation coefficient of 0.8326709 and a p-value
less than 0.01 serve as a gentle nudge, reminding us
to keep our minds open to the unexpected, even if
it's as unlikely as finding a secret stash of quinoa in
a rice bag.

In the spirit of cooking puns and statistical spice, we
assert that no further research is needed in this area.
The rice has been thoroughly cooked, and it's time
to savor the flavorful findings we've unearthed. As a
wise man once said, "Too much rice research can be
un-ful'filling."  Thank  you,  and  may  your  data
always  be  as  rich  and  flavorful  as  a  perfectly
cooked batch of paella.
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