
The Journal of Agricultural Anomalies (2024) 33, 55-68

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

The Maize Haze: GMO Craze and the Postmaster Maze 
in North Dakota

Claire Hernandez, Alice Travis, Gabriel P Turnbull

Center for Sciences; Ann Arbor, Michigan

KEYWORDS

GMO, genetically modified organisms, corn cultivation, North Dakota, postmasters, USDA, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, correlation coefficient, p-value, agriculture, postal services, maize, 
research, follow-up inquiries, impact, seeds of change

Abstract

This paper examines the intriguing correlation between the usage of genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) in corn cultivation in North Dakota and the number of postmasters in the state. Utilizing data from
the USDA and the Bureau of Labor Statistics covering the period from 2005 to 2022, our research team 
discovered a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9396770 and a p-value of less than 0.01. Our 
findings shed light on a truly puzzling phenomenon that has perplexed researchers and humorously 
combined the science of agriculture with the management of postal services. This study opens the door to
a myriad of potential follow-up inquiries and provocatively suggests that perhaps the seeds of change in 
one field have a curiously outward-reaching impact on another.
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1. Introduction

The  world  of  research  often  uncovers
unexpected  connections,  much  like
discovering  a  hidden  nest  of  baby  chicks
among rows of corn. In this paper, we delve
into the surprising relationship between the
usage  of  genetically  modified  organisms
(GMOs) in corn cultivation in North Dakota

and the number of postmasters in the state.
At first glance, one may scratch their head
and wonder what on earth these seemingly
disparate  subjects  could  possibly  have  in
common.  However,  as  we  will  see,  the
intersection  of  agriculture  and  postal
services presents an enigmatic puzzle that
has  eluded  both  scientists  and  humorous
pundits alike.
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In recent years, the proliferation of GMOs in
corn has led to a veritable maize craze, with
farmers  eagerly  adopting  genetically
engineered  seeds  like  kids  coveting  the
latest  toy  trends.  Yet,  it  appears  that  this
agricultural  fervor  may  have  unexpected
consequences beyond the farmyard, spilling
over into the seemingly unrelated domain of
postal administration in North Dakota.

The  recommendation  letter  for  GMO  corn
might  read  something  like  this:  "This
remarkable  product  not  only  shows  great
promise in boosting yields but also appears
to have a knack for stirring up intrigue and
confounding the scholarly world."

Our  study,  carried  out  meticulously  over
many moons, seeks to unravel this peculiar
correlation.  By  analyzing  data  from  the
USDA and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics
from  2005  to  2022,  we  discovered  a
strikingly  high  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9396770 and a p-value that would make
many researchers do a double take – less
than  0.01.  The  statistically  significant
relationship between GMO corn cultivation
and  the  number  of  postmasters  in  North
Dakota  has  indeed  sent  shockwaves
through  the  academic  community,  leaving
many  scientists  both  fascinated  and
bewildered.

The  implications  of  our  finding  extend  far
beyond the seemingly parochial confines of
North Dakota. It  raises profound questions
about the interconnectedness of seemingly
distant  domains  and  invites  us  to  ponder
whether the seeds of change in one field –
both  literally  and  figuratively  –  have  an
uncannily  far-reaching  impact  on  another.
This Maize Haze, as we affectionately call it,
presents  an  intellectual  conundrum  that
tickles the curiosity and ignites spontaneous
chuckles. It serves as a gentle reminder that
the  scientific  world  is  not  just  a  serious,
stodgy affair but also a place where kernels
of  insight  can  tickle  our  brains  and  spark
whimsical debates.

As we embark on this journey through the
GMO craze and the postmaster maze, we
invite our esteemed readers to join us in this
delightful  romp  through  the  unexpected
intertwining of cornfields and postal routes.
So, buckle up and prepare to be delighted,
surprised,  and  perhaps  just  a  little  corn-
fused!

2. Literature Review

The  perplexing  correlation  between  the
usage  of  genetically  modified  organisms
(GMOs) in corn cultivation in North Dakota
and the number of postmasters in the state
has  captured  the  attention  of  researchers
and  remained  a  subject  of  both
bemusement and fascination. A selection of
serious studies on the topic offers valuable
insights  into  this  seemingly  peculiar
connection.  In  "The  Impact  of  GMOs  on
Agricultural  Practices"  by Smith et  al.,  the
authors find that the widespread adoption of
GMOs  has  significantly  altered  farming
practices,  leading  to  increased  yields  and
enhanced pest  resistance.  Similarly,  Doe's
research  in  "Genetically  Modified  Crops:
Economic  and  Environmental  Implications"
emphasizes  the  economic  and
environmental ramifications of GMO use in
agriculture,  shedding  light  on  the  broader
implications of this agricultural trend.

However,  as  we  move  into  the  realm  of
more peculiar discoveries, it is worth noting
the curious intersection between "The Corn
Whisperer" by J. Jones and the enigma of
postmaster dynamics. In this intriguing non-
fiction  work,  Jones  explores  the  mystical
world  of  corn  cultivation,  offering  an
unconventional perspective that piques the
curiosity of  readers and researchers alike.
Furthermore,  "The  Secret  Lives  of
Postmasters"  by  A.  Author  provides  an
unexpected glimpse into the world of postal
service management, offering an alternative
angle  from  which  to  contemplate  the
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intersection  of  these  seemingly  disparate
domains.

Venturing  into  the  more whimsical  side  of
literature  and  culture,  the  relationship
between GMOs and  postmasters  finds  an
unlikely pairing with fictional works such as
"The Corn Identity" by M. Ludlum, a thrilling
tale  of  espionage  and  intrigue  within  the
agricultural  community.  Additionally,  "The
Postmaster's  Almanac"  by  L.  Lamott
weaves  a  charming  narrative  of  postal
workers and their daily adventures, serving
as a delightful diversion from the scholarly
pursuit  of  unraveling  the  GMO-postmaster
enigma.

Bringing a modern twist  to the discussion,
popular internet memes such as the "GMO
Corn Conspiracy Cat" and the "Postmaster
Pepe" have playfully engaged social media
users,  injecting  a  dose  of  humor  into  the
ongoing  dialogue  surrounding  this
unconventional correlation.

In light of these diverse sources, it is clear
that the maize haze of GMO usage and the
postmaster  maze  represents  a  unique
crossroads  of  agricultural  innovation,
administrative  peculiarities,  and  cultural
fascination.  As  we  navigate  through  this
labyrinth  of  literature  and  whimsy,  it  is
essential  to  approach  this  enigmatic
correlation  with  both scholarly  rigor  and a
lighthearted  spirit,  acknowledging  the
potential  for  unexpected  discoveries  and
whimsical surprises along the way.

3. Our approach & methods

To investigate the mysterious link between
GMO  use  in  corn  grown  in  North  Dakota
and the number of postmasters in the state,
our research team employed a combination
of data collection, statistical analysis, and a
sprinkle of whimsy. The journey began with
a thorough exploration of datasets from the
USDA and the Bureau of  Labor  Statistics,
where we conducted an exhaustive search

through  the  digital  cornfields  of  internet
archives.  Like  intrepid  explorers  venturing
into uncharted territories, we sifted through
an abundance of numerical kernels, seeking
the  elusive  insights  that  lay  hidden  within
the data.

Our  methodological  approach  can  be
likened to the careful examination of an ear
of  corn,  peeling back each husk to reveal
the succulent kernels within. We delicately
gathered information spanning from 2005 to
2022,  creating  a  comprehensive  timeline
that allowed us to capture the evolution of
both GMO influences in agriculture and the
fluctuating  landscape  of  postal
management.

The peculiar pairing of GMO usage and the
presence  of  postmasters  demanded  an
equally  unconventional  analytical  strategy.
We  affectionately  dubbed  this  approach
"maize-ical  modeling,"  as  it  involved  the
creation  of  sophisticated  statistical  models
that  danced  merrily  through  the  fields  of
correlation  and  regression.  Utilizing
advanced  software  tools  and  a  touch  of
scholarly  wizardry,  we  meticulously
examined  the  relationship  between  GMO
adoption  and  the  number  of  postmasters,
embracing the data with all the enthusiasm
of a farmer nurturing a bountiful crop.

Our statistical analysis was as rigorous as it
was playful, akin to a game of hopscotch in
the cornfield  –  each  step carefully  plotted
and  every  leap  imbued  with  the  thrill  of
discovery.  We  computed  correlation
coefficients,  boldly  ventured into  the world
of  p-values,  and  engaged  in  the  time-
honored tradition of  't-test  tango,'  all  in an
effort  to discern the hidden patterns within
the data.

Moreover,  the  progression  of  our
methodology bore a striking resemblance to
the growth of a young corn stalk – starting
with  the  planting  of  research  questions,
followed  by  the  careful  nurturing  of  data
collection,  and culminating in  the bountiful
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harvest  of  meaningful  insights.  This
anthropomorphic  analogy  underscores  the
creative  spirit  that  infused  our
methodological journey,  demonstrating that
even  the  most  serious  academic  pursuits
can benefit from a touch of whimsy.

In summary, our methodology blended the
precision  of  statistical  analysis  with  the
adventurous spirit of exploration, nurturing a
research  endeavor  that  not  only  sought
answers but  also reveled in  the delight  of
intellectual  discovery.  Through  this  unique
approach,  we sought  to  shed light  on the
enigmatic  relationship  between  GMO corn
cultivation  and  the  postal  landscape  of
North Dakota, all while indulging in the joy
of scholarly investigation.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  data  from
2005 to  2022  revealed  a  remarkably  high
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9396770,
indicating  a  strong  positive  relationship
between the usage of  genetically modified
organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn  cultivation  in
North  Dakota  and  the  number  of
postmasters  in  the  state.  This  correlation
was further supported by the calculated R-
squared value of 0.8829928, demonstrating
that approximately 88.3% of the variability in
the  number  of  postmasters  can  be
explained by the variability in GMO use in
corn.

The  obtained  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
provided  strong  evidence  against  the  null
hypothesis,  affirming  the  presence  of  a
significant  relationship  between  the  two
variables.  This  result  certainly  raised
eyebrows and drew attention like spotting a
unicorn frolicking in a cornfield. 

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  illustrates
the  robust  correlation,  akin  to  two  puzzle
pieces  fitting  together  with  remarkable
precision  –  a  metaphorical  corn  kernel
finding its way into a postmaster's mailbox.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  findings  solidify  the
somewhat jocular yet intriguing connection
between the maize haze of GMO craze and
the postmaster maze in North Dakota. This
study  not  only  adds  a  new  layer  to  the
discourse on the unintended consequences
of agricultural practices but also tickles the
funny bone of the scientific community. The
unexpected  entanglement  of  genetically
modified  corn  and  postal  management
whimsically reminds us that research, much
like life, can sprinkle unexpected humor and
intellectual  amusement  into  our  serious
pursuits.

5. Discussion

The results of our study not only support the
prior  research on the impact  of  GMOs on
agricultural  practices  but  also  elevate  the
discussion  to  the  realm  of  whimsical
surprise and intellectual amusement, akin to
stumbling upon a secret compartment in a
mailbox.  The  remarkably  high  correlation
coefficient  between  GMO  usage  in  corn
cultivation in North Dakota and the number
of postmasters leads us to ponder whether
the soybeans in South Dakota are plotting
to overthrow the postmaster general. 

Drawing upon the serious studies of Smith
et  al.  and  Doe's  economic  and
environmental  implications  of  GMOs,  our
findings  align  with  the  notion  that
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agricultural innovations have rippling effects
that extend beyond the farms and into the
postal  realm.  It's  as  if  the  GMO-infused
cornfields  are  sending  postcards  of
appreciation  to  the  diligent  postmasters,
further  blurring  the  boundaries  between
agricultural  practices  and  administrative
peculiarities.

Moreover,  embracing  the  whimsy  and
unconventional perspectives presented in J.
Jones'  "The  Corn  Whisperer"  and  A.
Author's "The Secret Lives of Postmasters,"
our  study  echoes  the  unexpected
intersection  of  these  seemingly  divergent
domains. It's as if a cornstalk is delivering a
package  to  the  postmaster's  front  porch,
sparking a symphony of whimsical curiosity
among readers and researchers alike.

The unexpected entanglement of genetically
modified  corn  and  postal  management
whimsically reminds us that research, much
like life, can sprinkle unexpected humor and
intellectual  amusement  into  our  serious
pursuits. This study has opened the door to
a  delightful  blend  of  scholarly  rigor  and
lighthearted  spirit,  much  like  receiving  a
postcard  from  a  whimsical  scientific
discovery.  As  we  navigate  through  the
maize  haze  of  GMO  craze  and  the
postmaster maze in North Dakota, one thing
is  clear:  the seeds of  change in  one field
have  indeed  sown  a  curiously  outward-
reaching impact on another, prompting us to
embrace  the  unexpected  humor  and
intellectual  amusement  in  our  quest  for
knowledge.

6. Conclusion

In  closing,  our  research has  illuminated a
surprisingly  strong correlation between the
usage  of  genetically  modified  organisms
(GMOs) in corn cultivation in North Dakota
and the number of postmasters in the state.
This Maize Haze phenomenon has evoked
both scholarly fascination and amusement,
akin to stumbling upon a corny joke that is

simultaneously  groan-worthy  and
captivating. The statistical analysis revealed
a  near-miraculous  correlation  coefficient
and  R-squared  value,  perhaps  suggesting
that the GMO magic is not just confined to
the  cornfields  but  also  sprinkles  its
enchanting dust over the postal service.

Our  findings  not  only  add  a  lighthearted
twist to academia but also provide a gentle
nudge for  researchers to  look  beyond the
obvious  and  embrace  the  unexpected
connections  that  infuse  wonder  and
curiosity into our scholarly pursuits.  As we
bid adieu to this delightful romp through the
GMO craze and the postmaster maze, we
assert with a wink and a smile that perhaps
no more research is needed in this peculiar
area  of  intersection  between  seeds  and
stamps.
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