The Journal of Agricultural Humor Studies (2024) 25, 58-64

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

pelld 3 &\J_

ELSERVER

Corn, Lawyers, and GMOs: Unearthing the Kernel of
the Connection

Chloe Harrison, Andrew Thomas, Gabriel P Tucker

Center for Research; Ann Arbor, Michigan

Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOS) in corn
grown in Nebraska and the number of lawyers in the United States. Utilizing data from the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the American Bar Association (ABA), a thorough analysis was
conducted to unearth any potential correlation. Our findings reveal a remarkably high correlation
coefficient of 0.9892592, which is statistically significant at p < 0.01, for the period spanning from 2000 to
2022. The implications of this correlation are indeed intriguing, perhaps even "corn-fusing." We delve into
the potential causative mechanisms and ponder whether GMOs have inadvertently bred a "kernel" of
legal issues. Could it be that the cultivation of genetically modified corn has led to a proliferation of legal
disputes, with lawyers fervently defending the husk of the matter? And does this correlation suggest that
the presence of GMOs "stalks" the legal landscape, creating fertile ground for litigation? This research
sheds new light on the interconnectedness of seemingly disparate phenomena in our complex societal
ecosystem. As we peel back the layers of this enigmatic relationship, we are reminded that the field of
inquiry is indeed ripe with unexpected connections, waiting to be "harvested" by inquisitive minds.
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1. Introduction the surface, these two subjects appear as
incongruent as comparing apples to
oranges, a statistical investigation has

exposed a surprising level of correlation.

The study of the interconnectedness of
seemingly unrelated variables has long
been a hallmark of scientific inquiry. In this

vein, the present research endeavors to
unearth potential links between the
utilization of genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) in the corn fields of Nebraska and
the burgeoning population of legal
practitioners in the United States. While on

The aim of this investigation is not to "corn-
fuse" the reader with unrelated statistics
and legal jargon, but rather to peel back the
layers of this enigmatic relationship. Such
an examination is not without its implicit
guestions. Could the presence of genetically
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modified corn be sowing the seeds of legal
disputes, sprouting into a "kernel" of legal
complications? Does this correlation
indicate that GMOs are "stalking" the legal
landscape, creating fertile ground for
litigation? These queries evoke a sense of
curiosity and invite exploration into the
unintended consequences of agricultural
practices.

This inquiry invites readers to "ear" the
findings and "cob-sider" the implications of
this unconventional correlation. As we delve
into the statistical analysis, the "stalk-ing"
conclusion emerges, raising the intriguing
prospect that beneath the seemingly
unconnected strata of corn and legal
practice, lies a fertile field of unsuspected
relationships. Let us embark on this
intellectual journey, ever mindful of the
unexpectedly fertile soil in which scientific
inquiry often takes root.

2. Literature Review

A comprehensive review of the relevant
literature delves into the purported
correlation between the usage of genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) in the
cultivation of corn in Nebraska and the
quantity of legal professionals within the
United States. Smith et al. (2010) offer initial
insights into this enthralling nexus, positing
the existence of potential linkages that
extend beyond conventional understanding.
However, a deeper exploration is warranted
to truly plumb the depths of this peculiar
relationship.

Doe (2015) further contributes to the
discourse, shedding light on the intricate
dynamics at play within the realm of GMO
cultivation and its conceivable impact on the
legal milieu. Yet, as the literature unfolds,
one cannot help but "corn-jecture" if there
are unexplored dimensions lurking beneath
the surface, waiting to be unearthed.

Jones (2018) takes a divergent approach
by proposing an intriguing hypothesis
regarding the symbiotic bond between the
presence of GMOs in cornfields and the
burgeoning number of legal practitioners. As
the reader navigates through the scholarly
works, one is reminded of the multifaceted
nature of this investigation and the
unforeseen "kernel" of truth that awaits
discovery.

To broaden the scope of inquiry, it is
imperative to consider seminal texts such as
"The Omnivore's Dilemma" by Michael
Pollan and "GMO Sapiens: The Life-
Changing Science of Designer Babies" hy
Paul Knoepfler, which offer thought-
provoking insights into the intricate web of
GMO cultivation and its larger societal
implications. These foundational works
compel us to peel back the layers of
conventional wisdom and examine the
interplay between agricultural practices and
legal ramifications with a discerning eye.

Moreover, the fiction literature domain
presents compelling narratives that, albeit
not directly aligned with the empirical realm,
offer allegorical interpretations of the
delicate balance between human
intervention in agricultural processes and
the subsequent "harvest” of societal
consequences. Works such as "The Windup
Girl* by Paolo Bacigalupi and "Oryx and
Crake" by Margaret Atwood prompt the
reader to contemplate the allegorical
potential inherent in this correlation,
transcending the boundaries of empirical
elucidation.

As the investigation segues into the
realm of popular culture, it behooves us to
acknowledge the educational potential
embedded within cartoons and children's
shows. The animated rendition of "The
Magic School Bus" and the adventures of
"Bill Nye the Science Guy" exemplify the
capacity for disseminating  scientific
concepts to impressionable young minds,
including the intricacies of agricultural
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innovation and the broader ramifications
thereof. While these sources may not
directly align with formal investigative
inquiry, they serve as a testament to the
enduring relevance of the subject matter at
hand.

As this literature review draws to a close,
one is compelled to "plant" the rhetorical
seed that the convergence of GMO usage in
cornfields and the pervasiveness of legal
practitioners merits a more nuanced
examination, one that transcends the
confines of traditional disciplinary
boundaries and embraces the unforeseen
intersections that animate our intricate
societal tapestry.

3. Our approach & methods

The methodology employed in this study
involved a comprehensive analysis of data
sourced from the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and the American Bar
Association (ABA), spanning the years 2000
to 2022. The selection of this timeframe
aimed to capture long-term trends and
provide a robust data set for statistical
analysis.

Data regarding the utilization of genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) in corn
cultivation in Nebraska was obtained from
various agricultural reports and databases.
The quantity of GMO usage was quantified
using standardized metrics to ensure
consistency across the data set. To
corroborate the GMO data, additional
information on corn production and acreage
in Nebraska was gathered to contextualize
the scope of GMO cultivation within the
state.

Concurrently, the number of lawyers in the
United States was ascertained from the
membership records and demographic
statistics provided by the American Bar
Association. This information was collated
to derive an accurate representation of the

legal practitioner population over the
specified period, encompassing various
legal sectors and practice areas.

Following data collection, the raw
information underwent rigorous validation
processes to mitigate potential anomalies
and errors. Statistical analyses, including
correlation coefficients, regression models,
and time-series analyses, were conducted
to discern any discernible patterns or
relationships between the use of GMOs in
Nebraska's corn production and the number
of lawyers in the United States.

The intention behind this multifaceted
approach was to unveil any underlying
connections that may have sprouted
between these seemingly disparate
variables. While the tangled web of
agricultural practices and legal professions
may appear unrelated at first blush, this
empirical investigation sought to shed light
on any latent associations, albeit sprinkled
with a dash of dry humor and intellectual
curiosity.

This  methodology, while not as
unpredictable as the genetic variations in
GMOs or as multifaceted as the legal
labyrinth, was nonetheless robust in its
endeavor to disentangle the potential
interplay between genetically modified corn
and the legal landscape. As we embark on
this journey of scientific inquiry, the
cornucopia of data and the legal tapestry
beckon us to explore this uncharted terrain,
with the meticulousness of a discerning
agronomist and the precision of a diligent
legal scholar.

4. Results

The results of the statistical analysis
revealed a strong and remarkably high
correlation coefficient (r = 0.9892592)
between the use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivated in
Nebraska and the number of lawyers in the
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United States. Furthermore, the coefficient
of determination (r-squared = 0.9786337)
underscored the robustness of this
relationship, indicating that approximately
97.86% of the variability in the number of
lawyers can be explained by the use of
GMOs in corn production. The statistical
significance of this correlation at p < 0.01
further accentuates the reliability of the
findings, substantiating the presence of a
compelling association between these
seemingly unrelated variables.

The  scatterplot  (Fig. 1)  visually
encapsulates the strength of the correlation,
depicting a conspicuously upward trend that
traverses the entirety of the time period
under examination. The visual manifestation
of this correlation provides a compelling
portrayal of the alignment between the use
of GMOs in Nebraska's cornfields and the
proliferation of legal professionals
nationwide.

This correlation unveils potential
implications that reach far beyond the
realms of statistical inquiry. The findings
impel us to consider the possibility that the
widespread adoption of genetically modified
corn has given rise to unforeseen legal
entanglements. Conceivably, genetically
modified organisms have sown the seeds of
legal disputes, germinating into a "kernel" of
legal complications that permeate the legal
landscape. This unexpected correlation
leads to the conjecture that GMOs may
have inadvertently become the "stalk" of the
legal system, fostering a fertile ground for
legal wrangling.

Years 2000-2022, r=0.989, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore, the remarkably high
correlation coefficient beckons us to ponder
the underlying mechanisms that may
account for this unexpected relationship.
Could it be that the introduction of
genetically modified corn has led to a
proliferation of legal disputes, with lawyers
ardently advocating for the legal rights of
the agricultural sector? The potential
causative  pathways underlying this
correlation form the crux of future
investigations, proffering an intellectually
stimulating platform for further exploration.

In conclusion, the unearthing of this
correlation begets questions that transcend
the bounds of statistical inquiry, beckoning
us to "ear" the findings and "cob-sider" the
potential ramifications of this unlikely
relationship. This unexpected linkage
serves as a poignant reminder that the
tapestry of societal dynamics is often
interwoven with inexplicable connections,
awaiting meticulous exploration,
characteristic of the fertile grounds of
scientific inquiry.

5. Discussion

The findings of this study provide
compelling evidence of a significant
correlation between the usage of genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) in corn
cultivation in Nebraska and the quantity of
legal professionals in the United States. Our
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results not only affirm but also "corn-
solidate" the initial speculations and "ear-
resistible”  "corn-nections" that were
postulated in the literature review. The
"stalk-ing" corroboration of this correlation
engenders a fertile ground for further
exploration, "ear-marking” the need for
nuanced inquiries into the unexplored "cob-
nooks" and "corn-ers" of this intriguing
relationship.

Our inquiry, akin to an "ear" of corn,
unravels layers of complexity, shedding light
on the potential "corn-troversies" that
"kernels" of genetic modification may "husk-
piciously" foster within the legal framework.
The "stalk-ing" strength of the correlation
coefficient beckons us to “ear-ticulate"
conceptual mechanisms that weave the
legal fabric with the "kernel" of agricultural
innovation. It is tempting to ponder whether
GMOs have surreptitiously germinated legal
issues, "corn-tributing" to the "husk-y"
landscape of legal disputes. One cannot
help but "cob-sider" the possibility that
GMOs have "fertile-ized" a legal "ear-a" ripe
for harvest by legal practitioners.

The robustness of the correlation "husk-
scores" an overwhelming 97.86% of the
variability in the number of lawyers, a
"stock"adingly high proportion that prompts
us to "husk-ulate" over the far-reaching
implications. The "ear-esistible" scatterplot
visually encapsulates the upward trend,
serving as poetic "ear-tifacts" that beckon
us to contemplate the "ear-resistible"
alignment between GMO usage and the
burgeoning ranks of legal professionals.

This unexpected "ear-thshaking" finding
underscores the need for interdisciplinary
collaboration,  transcending traditional
disciplinary "corn-formities," and embracing
the unforeseen "husk-tacles" and "husk-
pansions” that animate our societal fabric.
The exploration of this correlation unravels
a "husk-y" tapestry of complex linkages,
metaphorically reminiscent of the intricate

maze of a "corn-fusing" "husked" mystery
destined to be "corn-piled.”

In conclusion, the "husk-tastic" revelation of
this correlation serves as a testament to the
serendipitous nature of scientific inquiry,
unearthing "ear-ily" unexpected
relationships that "corn-pel" us to "husk-
plore" the wuncharted territories  of
knowledge. This insightful revelation is, in
essence, a testament to the "ear-resistible"
allure of scientific inquiry, which, much like a
"husk-ter digger,” unearths the "corn-
tangled" kernels of truth waiting to be "cob-
served."

Note: The discussion is filled with puns and
offnand remarks, lightheartedly weaving
humor into the seemingly serious academic
discourse.

6. Conclusion

In light of the results, it is evident that the
connection between GMO use in corn
grown in Nebraska and the number of
lawyers in the United States is as clear as
day--perhaps as clear as freshly husked,
non-GMO corn. The remarkably high
correlation coefficient uncovered in this
study points to a relationship that is as
tightly woven as the husk of an ear of corn.

The implications of this correlation are truly
captivating, prompting us to ponder whether
genetically modified corn has indeed "corn-
ered" the legal landscape, creating a fertile
ground for legal disputes that "ear" some
serious attention. It seems that the
presence of GMOs may be "stalking" the
legal field, seeding a "kernel" of legal
complexity. The statistical results have
certainly cracked open an unexpected
avenue of inquiry, shedding new light on the
intricate web of interconnectedness in our
societal ecosystem.

Given these findings, it would seem that
further research in this area is unnecessary
- there's no need to "corn-tinue" down this
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path. It is safe to say that this research has
"ear-ned" its place among the intriguing and
unexpected connections waiting to be
"harvested" by inquisitive minds, and it's
high time to "closk" the door on this line of
investigation. After all, we have "husked" out
all the pertinent information.
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