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CONNECTING COTTAGE CHEESE CONSUMPTION
AND CAR CRIMES IN TEXAS: A CURIOUS

CORRELATION

Caleb Henderson, Anthony Thomas, Gabriel P Tate

Institute of Global Studies

The association between cottage cheese consumption and motor vehicle thefts in the Lone Star State
has long been a topic of heated debate and mild confusion within academic and culinary circles. By 
harnessing data from the USDA and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we set out to 
untangle the enigmatic links between these seemingly disparate domains – dairy product 
consumption and criminal activity. Our analysis, spanning the years 1990 to 2021, revealed a robust 
correlation coefficient of 0.9282387 with a p-value less than 0.01, suggesting a statistically 
significant relationship. While we must acknowledge the ever-present caution against inferring 
causation from correlation, the breadth and depth of this connection merited further investigation. 
This quirky study offers a thought-provoking perspective on the unexpected interplay of dairy 
delicacies and felonious misadventures.

As  the  dawn  breaks  over  the  Texan
horizon, casting a golden glow upon the
sprawling  landscapes  dotted  with  cattle
ranches and bustling urban centers,  the
enigmatic  relationship  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts  tantalizes  the  curious  minds  of
researchers and cheese enthusiasts alike.
Despite the disparate nature of these two
realms  –  one  evoking  images  of
wholesome  dairy  indulgence  and  the
other conjuring visions of illicit escapades
– their unlikely entanglement has stirred
both amusement and skepticism.

The  notion  that  the  consumption  of
cottage cheese, with its creamy curds and
mild  flavor,  could  be  entwined  with  the
nefarious act of car theft seems almost as
perplexing  as  trying  to  eat  the
aforementioned  dairy  product  with  a
square of toilet paper – it simply doesn't
feel  right.  Nevertheless,  the  intrigue
surrounding this association has captured

the  imagination  of  many,  leading  us  to
embark on a  whimsical  yet  scientifically
rigorous quest to decipher the statistical
conundrum at hand.

In  this  study,  we  endeavor  to  navigate
these uncharted territories by harnessing
the power of data analysis and statistical
inference,  seeking  to  unravel  the
mysteries  that  linger  in  the  Texan  air.
While  some  may  view  this  endeavor  as
akin to hunting for a needle in a haystack
or,  in this  case,  hunting for a curd in a
cottage,  we  remain  undeterred  in  our
pursuit of empirical truth – no matter how
wacky or dairy-infused it may be.

LITERATURE REVIEW

We begin our exploration of  the opulent
world of cottage cheese consumption and
its perplexing connection to motor vehicle
thefts  with  a  survey  of  pertinent
literature. Smith et al.  (2015) delve into
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the intricate  link between dairy  product
intake  and  criminal  behavior  in  their
landmark  study,  "Dairy  Dilemmas:  A
Sociological  Perspective,"  providing
insightful  commentary  on  the  societal
implications  of  cheese-related
misconduct.  Doe  and  Jones  (2018)
supplement  this  discourse  with  their
investigation,  "Cheese  Crimes  and
Misdemeanors,"  which  examines  the
cultural and psychological dimensions of
cheese  consumption  in  relation  to
unlawful activities. 

Turning  towards  the  culinary  domain,
"The  Big  Book  of  Cottage  Cheese"  by
Muenster  (2019)  serves  as  a
comprehensive  guide  to  the  world  of
cottage  cheese,  offering  tantalizing
recipes and historical anecdotes that shed
light on its enigmatic allure. In a ligther
vein, "The Secret Life of Dairy Products"
by Cheddar (2020) offers a whimsical take
on the lesser-known underbelly of cottage
cheese,  blending  culinary  musings  with
tales of intrigue and suspicion.

Excitingly, the world of fiction also has its
say  in  this  peculiar  nexus,  with  "The
Curious Case of the Stolen String Cheese"
by Arthur Conan Dairy (2016) presenting
a  thrilling  whodunit  set  against  the
backdrop  of  a  bustling  dairy  farm.
Similarly,  "The Cheese Heist  Chronicles"
by Gouda Gabler (2017) sweeps readers
away into a world of  clandestine cheese
capers  and  dastardly  dairy-related
shenanigans.

In the realm of cinema, "The Fast and the
Curd-ious"  (2001)  and  its  perennially
popular  sequels  offer  a  cinematic
portrayal  of  fast  cars  and  feta-fueled
felonies,  albeit  in  a  different  dairy
context.  The inherently cheesy appeal of
these  films  aligns  with  our  own
lighthearted  approach  to  the  interplay
between cottage cheese consumption and
car crimes.

Stay  tuned  for  the  subsequent  sections
where we dive into the empirical findings
and  statistical  analyses  that  illuminate
this  zany  yet  surprisingly  compelling
correlation!

METHODOLOGY

To  unravel  the  tangled  web  of  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts,  we  employed  a  multifaceted  and
somewhat quixotic approach that involved
data collection, statistical analysis, and a
touch of whimsy. Our primary sources of
data were the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) for cottage cheese
consumption  records  and  the  Federal
Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  Criminal
Justice  Information  Services  for  motor
vehicle  theft  statistics  in  the  state  of
Texas. 

The data collection process, much like a
scavenger hunt in the vast expanse of the
internet,  involved meticulously gathering
information from various sources,  sifting
through  databases,  and  occasionally
engaging  in  a game of  virtual  hide-and-
seek  with  elusive  data  points.  Once  the
data  were  collated,  we  embarked  on  a
statistical journey that would make even
the most intrepid explorer of probability
distributions shudder with excitement (or
perhaps trepidation).

To  analyze  the  data,  we  first  calculated
the  per  capita  consumption  of  cottage
cheese in Texas, taking into account the
nuanced  fluctuations  in  cheese
preferences  that  transcend  the
boundaries  of  culinary  peculiarity.  For
motor  vehicle  thefts,  we  diligently
extracted  and  categorized  the  incident
reports,  applying  a  dash  of  numerical
sorcery to quantify the frequency of these
vehicular vanishing acts.

The statistical analysis involved the use of
correlation  coefficients,  regression
models,  and  a  healthy  dose  of  data
visualization  techniques.  We  sought  to
determine  the  strength  and direction  of
the relationship between cottage cheese

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts,
employing  rigorous  statistical  tests  with
the  solemn  commitment  to  uphold  the
integrity  of  our  findings  amidst  a
backdrop of dairy-induced merriment.

Our  methods  also  included  a  whimsical
brainstorming  session,  during  which  we
entertained  a  plethora  of  absurd
hypothetical  scenarios  to  explain  the
observed  correlation,  ranging  from
clandestine  cheese  heists  to  vehicular
escapades orchestrated by renegade dairy
enthusiasts  –  though  these  fanciful
musings were swiftly set aside in favor of
more  conventional  statistical
interpretations.

In  summary,  our  research  methodology
danced a delicate tango between the rigor
of empirical analysis and the lighthearted
whimsy  that  often  accompanies  the
pursuit  of  unexpected  correlations.  It  is
with  a  sense  of  scholarly  mirth  and
analytical  sobriety  that  we  present  our
findings, inviting readers to join us in this
peculiar  expedition  through  the
interwoven realms of cheese consumption
and car capers.

RESULTS

Upon  untangling  the  web  of  data
gathered  from  the  USDA  and  FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services, our
team uncovered a correlation coefficient
of  0.9282387  between  cottage  cheese
consumption and motor vehicle thefts in
the state of Texas for the years 1990 to
2021.  This  strong  positive  correlation
suggests  a  noteworthy  relationship
between  these  apparently  incongruous
variables.

Moreover, the calculated r-squared value
of 0.8616270 indicates that a substantial
86.16% of the variation in motor vehicle
thefts  can  be  explained  by  changes  in
cottage cheese consumption. This finding
certainly makes one wonder if there are
any wheyward cheese enthusiasts behind
the wheel of these stolen vehicles.

The  associated  p-value,  less  than  0.01,
reinforces  the  conclusion  that  the
observed  relationship  is  statistically
significant.  In  plain  English,  this  means
that  the  likelihood  of  this  association
being  due  to  mere  coincidence  is  less
than  a  mouse  finding  a  hidden  cheese
stash in a cat sanctuary.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Additionally,  the  scatterplot  displayed  in
Fig.  1  illustrates  the  strong  positive
correlation  between  the  monthly
consumption of cottage cheese (in pounds
per  capita)  and  the  number  of  reported
motor  vehicle  thefts  per  100,000
inhabitants  in  Texas.  It’s  an  oddly
captivating sight, much like witnessing a
cheese-loving bandit swiping a car amidst
a field of dairy cows.

These results puzzle and delight in equal
measure,  opening new avenues for  both
research  and  culinary  contemplation.
While  we  cannot  claim  causation,  the
robust  statistical  link  uncovered  in  this
study  offers  a  cheesy  but  intriguing
insight into the world of crime and dairy
consumption.

DISCUSSION

The  curiously  robust  correlation
coefficient uncovered in this study, with a
value  of  0.9282387  and  a  p-value  less
than  0.01,  validates,  in  a  statistically
significant  manner,  the  long-speculated
connection  between  cottage  cheese

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



consumption and motor vehicle thefts in
Texas.  This  unexpected  relationship  has
left  many  scratching  their  heads  and
reaching for a slice of brie – it's certainly
a gouda one!

Our findings align with the previous work
of Smith et al. (2015), who, despite their
serious  demeanor,  hinted  at  the
association between dairy indulgence and
deviant  behavior.  Doe  and Jones (2018),
while  delving  into  the  psychological
complexities  of  cheese-related
transgressions, unknowingly set the stage
for  our  correlation  between  dairy
consumption and car crimes. It seems the
cheese  stands  alone  as  a  potential
predictor of misdemeanor!

Intriguingly,  the  significance  of  our
results  resonates  with  the  lighthearted
musings of Muenster (2019) and Cheddar
(2020), who adorned their literary works
with tales of culinary mischief and dairy
intrigue.  The  subtle  plausibility  of  their
stories now beckons further examination
in  light  of  our  empirical  findings.  It
appears  that  the  enigmatic  veil
surrounding  cottage  cheese  may  harbor
more than just creamy curds and whey.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8616270
indicates that a substantial 86.16% of the
variation  in  motor  vehicle  thefts  can be
explained  by  changes  in  cottage  cheese
consumption. This substantial explanatory
power  raises  questions  about  the
unsuspected influence of  cottage cheese
enthusiasts  on  the  motor  vehicle  theft
landscape. Could it be that the siren call
of curdled delights is irresistibly drawing
carjackers out of the woodwork?

The scatterplot visually encapsulates the
magnetism  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and car  crimes,  painting  a
picture  reminiscent  of  a  dairy-loving
bandit  making  off  with  a  car  amidst  a
bucolic setting. This unexpected linkage,
while  not  asserting  causation,  elicits  a
chuckle  and  a  ponderous  stroke  of  the
chin – the dairy case's wheels are turning
like a runaway cheese wheel!

As with all remarkably quirky discoveries
in  the  annals  of  scholarly  pursuit,  our
findings  pose  more  questions  than  they
answer.  Nevertheless,  this  study
underscores the unforeseen and, dare we
say,  titillating  relationship  between  the
consumption  of  cottage  cheese  and  the
incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts.  It's  a
tale  that  leaves  one  churning  with
curiosity and craving both answers and a
tasty snack.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  unearths  a
compelling  correlation  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts  in  the  great  state  of  Texas,
shedding  light  on  a  connection  as
unexpected as finding a curd in a hayride.
While  we  must  exercise  caution  in
attributing causation to this correlation, it
beguiles the mind to envision a scenario
where  dairy  indulgence  and  vehicular
mischief dance hand in hand – or should
we say wheel in wheel?

The statistical significance we uncovered
is as surprising as stumbling upon a cow
playing  a  grand  piano,  and  it  tantalizes
the  imagination  with  visions  of  cheese-
loving  culprits  embarking  on  wheyward
driving  escapades.  As  we  close  the
chapters of this whimsical exploration, we
must  acknowledge  the  potential
limitations inherent in drawing grandiose
inferences  from  such  an  offbeat
association.  Nonetheless,  the  findings
provoke  a  blend  of  curiosity  and
amusement,  prompting us to ponder the
dairy-fueled  capers  unfolding  under  the
Texan sun.

In the grand tradition of scientific inquiry,
our  endeavor  may feel  as  peculiar  as  a
cow  wearing  sunglasses,  yet  it  offers  a
fresh perspective on the intricate tapestry
of socio-economic phenomena. Therefore,
with a twinkle in our eyes and a smile on
our lips, we dare to proclaim that further
investigation  into  this  cheese-laden
conundrum may be as unnecessary as a
cowboy  at  a  sushi  bar.  There,  in  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



annals  of  academia,  the saga of  cottage
cheese and car crimes may rest, leaving
us with a delightful enigma wrapped in a
creamy, dairy-infused mystery.
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