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Abstract

This study delves into the peculiar correlation between the number of Associate's degrees awarded in 
Architecture and related services and the points allowed by the Detroit Lions over a decade. Utilizing data
from the National Center for Education Statistics and Pro-Football-Reference.com, our research team 
embarked on this architectural analysis to uncover any potential statistical connection with the Lions' 
defensive performance. Upon conducting rigorous statistical analyses, we discovered a striking 
correlation coefficient of 0.8832119 and established significance at p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 
2011 to 2021. Our findings suggest that as the number of Associate's degrees awarded in Architecture 
and related services increases, the points allowed by the Detroit Lions tend to decrease, indicating a 
potential defensive advantage inspired by the architectural prowess. This unexpected correlation raises 
the question: are defensive strategies being crafted in parallel with architectural trends? It seems like 
these lions may have found a blueprint for success! In conclusion, this research offers a thought-
provoking perspective on the intersection of architecture and athletic performance, shedding light on the 
possible influence of architectural education on NFL defensive outcomes. As our findings illuminate this 
intriguing correlation, it's clear that when it comes to defensive prowess, the Detroit Lions are not 'lion' 
around when architects are at the drawing board.

Copyleft 2024 Global Leadership University.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction The curious intersection of architecture and
athletic performance has long been a topic

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



of interest, yet few could have predicted that
this  connection  would  extend  to  the
defensive strategies of  a National  Football
League  (NFL)  team.  In  this  paper,  we
explore the unexpected correlation between
the number of Associate's degrees awarded
in Architecture and related services and the
points  allowed  by  the  Detroit  Lions,  a
professional  football  team  with  a  storied
history.

The  notion  of  architectural  influence  on  a
football  team's  defensive  capabilities  may
initially seem far-fetched, but as we dug into
the  data,  the  statistical  findings  began  to
paint a compelling picture. It seems that the
Lions'  performance  on  the  field  may  be
more closely tied to the design studio than
one  might  expect  -  talk  about  building  a
defense on and off the field! 

As  we  embarked  on  our  architectural
analysis, we aimed to approach this inquiry
with the utmost rigor, employing data from
the National Center for Education Statistics
and Pro-Football-Reference.com to  ensure
the  validity  and  reliability  of  our  findings.
And  lo  and  behold,  our  investigation
revealed a striking correlation coefficient of
0.8832119, with established significance at
p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 2011
to  2021.  It  almost  felt  like  we  were
uncovering  the  architectural  blueprints  for
the Lions' defensive success!

The  discovery  of  a  positive  correlation
between the number of Associate's degrees
awarded  in  Architecture  and  related
services  and  the  points  allowed  by  the
Detroit  Lions  raises  intriguing  questions
about  the  potential  impact  of  architectural
education on professional  sports.  It's  as if
the Lions have found a way to "structurally"
defend  their  territory  when  architects  are
influencing their playbook - we couldn't help
but marvel at this unexpected discovery. 

As we delve deeper into the specifics of our
findings,  it  becomes  increasingly  apparent
that  the  dots  connecting  architectural

education and defensive prowess are more
than  anecdotal  -  in  fact,  they  form  a
statistically  significant  pattern  that
challenges conventional thinking about  the
factors driving athletic performance. Clearly,
the Lions have found a way to "construct" a
formidable defensive strategy with the aid of
architectural minds. Who knew that drafting
a defense could extend beyond the football
field  and  into  the  realm  of  blueprints  and
buildings?

2. Literature Review

The academic community has meticulously
studied the correlation between educational
disciplines  and  athletic  performance  in
various  contexts.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)
provided  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  the
impact  of  academic  majors  on  sports
performance, whereas Doe (2018) focused
specifically on the influence of architecture-
related  programs on  professional  athletes.
However, few studies have ventured into the
realm of associating defensive performance
in  American  football  with  education  in
architecture  and  related  services.  Our
research aims to bridge this gap and shed
light  on  the  unexpected  relationship
between the number of Associate's degrees
awarded  in  Architecture  and  the  points
allowed by the Detroit Lions.

In "Book,"  the authors find lorem ipsum in
their  exploration  of  the  architectural
influence  on  athletic  teams and  defensive
strategies.  Their  work laid  the groundwork
for our investigation into the peculiar bond
between  architectural  education  and  NFL
defensive outcomes. Similarly, Jones (2020)
examined  the  impact  of  unconventional
variables on sports performance,  indirectly
prompting further  inquiry  into  the potential
role  of  architectural  education  in  shaping
defensive strategies. These studies form the
academic  backdrop  against  which  our
research presents intriguing insights.
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While  the  academic  literature  offers
valuable  perspectives  on  educational
influences in sports, it is equally important to
consider  non-traditional  sources  of
inspiration. Books such as "The Architecture
of Happiness" by Alain de Botton and "The
Fountainhead" by Ayn Rand delve into the
profound  impact  of  architectural  principles
on  human  experiences.  These  literary
works,  although  not  directly  related  to
athletic performance, underpin the idea that
architectural  education  can  permeate
diverse aspects of life,  even the defensive
strategies of an NFL team. It's almost as if
these  books  are  "building  up"  our
understanding of the broader implications of
architecture beyond conventional realms.

Furthermore,  fictional  narratives  such  as
"The Pillars of the Earth" by Ken Follett and
"The  Glass  Castle"  by  Jeannette  Walls
portray  the  transformative  power  of
architectural  imagination.  While  these
stories exist in a different realm altogether,
they  offer  insightful  parallels  to  our
exploration  of  the  potential  influence  of
architecture-related education on the Detroit
Lions'  defensive  performance.  It's  as  if
these  narratives  are  constructing  a  bridge
between  architectural  creativity  and
defensive dexterity, forming an unexpected
connection that adds depth to our analysis.

In  seeking  to  understand  the  unorthodox
relationship  between  architecture  and
football,  we  also  turned  to  the  world  of
animation.  Cartoons  such  as  "Bob  the
Builder"  and  children's  shows  like  "Handy
Manny" exemplify the ability of architecture
to  solve  problems  and  build  structures.
These  seemingly  unrelated  sources  serve
as a lighthearted reminder that the impact of
architectural education may extend beyond
traditional boundaries, even influencing the
defensive  mechanisms  of  a  professional
sports team. It's almost as if these animated
characters  are  building  a  defensive
playbook of their own – talk about a game-
changer!

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  intriguing  association
between the number of Associate's degrees
awarded  in  Architecture  and  related
services  and  the  points  allowed  by  the
Detroit  Lions over the period from 2011 to
2021,  our  research  team  employed  a
meticulously  crafted  and  pun-tastic
methodology.  We  procured  data  on
Associate's  degrees  awarded  in
Architecture and related services  from the
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics,
while information on the points allowed by
the  Detroit  Lions  was  gathered  from  the
playfully  named  Pro-Football-
Reference.com.  We  firmly  believe  that  a
solid  statistical  analysis  should  not  only
enlighten the mind but also tickle the funny
bone - much like a well-timed dad joke!

Now, let's dive into the specifics. First,  we
captured the number of Associate's degrees
awarded  in  Architecture  and  related
services for each academic year from 2011
to 2021. As we delved into this data, it was
clear that the architectural influence was far-
reaching,  much  like  a  well-designed  floor
plan.  We  then  meticulously  recorded  the
points allowed by the Detroit Lions in each
NFL season during the same period. It was
as  if  we  were  creating  an  architectural
blueprint  of  the  Lions'  defensive
performance  -  talk  about  a  designing  a
statistical playbook!

Once  armed  with  this  bountiful  data,  we
employed  a  combination  of  rigorous
statistical  techniques  and  equally  rigorous
pun-making  to  analyze  the  potential
association  between  these  variables.  We
calculated  the  correlation  coefficient
between the number of Associate's degrees
awarded  in  Architecture  and  related
services  and  the  points  allowed  by  the
Detroit  Lions,  and you could say we were
"architecting" some fascinating findings. 
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To  establish  the  statistical  significance  of
any  correlation,  we  conducted a  series  of
hypothesis  tests,  providing  a  sturdy
foundation for our findings. We ensured that
our  analyses were as robust  as the finest
load-bearing walls,  as we sought to unveil
any  potential  structural  connections
between  architectural  education  and  the
Lions'  defensive  performances.  The
statistical  methods  employed  were  as
precise  as  the  measurements  of  an
innovative  architectural  masterpiece,
aligning  perfectly  with  the  research
questions at hand.

Additionally,  we  implemented  a  series  of
sensitivity  analyses  to  confirm  the
robustness  of  our  findings.  We  tested
various  models,  not  unlike  the  process  of
exploring different  architectural  designs,  to
ensure  that  our  results  were  consistent
across  diverse  analytical  approaches.
These analyses provided depth and solidity
to our findings, much like the firmness of a
well-constructed building foundation.

In  the  end,  what  emerged  from  our
methodology was a  mix  of  statistical  rigor
and whimsical  wordplay -  a demonstration
that serious research need not be devoid of
levity.  Our  research  design  was  not  just
about uncovering correlations; it was about
constructing  knowledge  in  a  manner  that
could, quite literally, stand the test of time.

Stay  tuned  for  the  results,  where  we
uncover  whether  the architectural  prowess
of the Detroit Lions matches their prowess
on the field!

4. Results

The results of our investigation revealed a
remarkably  strong  positive  correlation
between the number of Associate's degrees
awarded  in  Architecture  and  related
services  and  the  points  allowed  by  the
Detroit  Lions  from  2011  to  2021.  The
correlation coefficient of 0.8832119 and the

r-squared  value  of  0.7800633  indicate  a
robust  relationship  between  these
seemingly  disparate  variables.  This
unexpected  connection  prompted  us  to
ponder:  is  there  truly  an  architectural
advantage at  play here,  or  are we merely
constructing  a  statistical  fantasy  football
team?

Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating the
compelling relationship between the number
of  Associate's  degrees  awarded  in
Architecture  and  related  services  and  the
points  allowed  by  the  Detroit  Lions.  The
scatterplot  showcases  a  clear  downward
trend,  affirming  the  inverse  relationship
between these two variables. It's almost as
if the Lions are building a "defense" against
allowing  too  many  points  when  architects
are involved. 

In light of these findings, it  seems that  as
the  architectural  knowledge  within  the
Detroit Lions organization grows, the points
allowed by the team tend to decrease. One
can't  help  but  wonder  if  defensive
formations  are  now  being  inspired  by
architectural  marvels.  Perhaps  we  should
start  keeping an "architectural blueprint" of
the Lions' defensive strategies!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  statistical  significance  of  our  results,
with p < 0.01, underscores the strength of
the  relationship  we  unveiled.  This
unexpected  finding  not  only  challenges
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conventional wisdom but also invites further
exploration  into  the  potential  impact  of
architectural  education  on  professional
sports.

In conclusion, this study not only reveals a
statistically  significant  correlation  between
the number of Associate's degrees awarded
in Architecture and related services and the
points allowed by the Detroit Lions, but also
opens  the  door  to  a  new  realm  of
possibilities  in  the  realm  of  athletic
performance.  The  notion  that  defensive
strategies could be crafted in  parallel  with
architectural  trends is as intriguing as it  is
unexpected. It seems like the Detroit Lions
have truly found a blueprint for success, and
it's  more  architectural  than  one  might
imagine.

5. Discussion

The  correlation  between  the  number  of
Associate's  degrees  awarded  in
Architecture  and  related  services  and  the
points allowed by the Detroit Lions is indeed
a  fascinating  finding.  Our  results  not  only
align with prior research on the influence of
education on athletic performance but also
offer a distinctive insight into the unforeseen
connection  between  architectural
knowledge  and  NFL defensive  outcomes.
Hey, it's not every day that we see stats and
architecture colliding like this!

Our findings are consistent with Smith et al.
(2015) and Doe (2018), who have explored
the  impact  of  academic  majors  on  sports
performance  and  the  influence  of
architecture-related  programs  on
professional  athletes,  respectively.  The
unexpectedly  high  correlation  coefficient
and statistical  significance observed in our
study  further  affirm  the  relevance  of
architectural  education  in  shaping  the
defensive  strategies  of  professional  sports
teams.  It's  almost  as  if  these findings  are
laying  the  groundwork  for  a  whole  new

defensive  playbook based on  architectural
principles.

The  literature  review  also  highlighted
unconventional  sources  of  inspiration,
ranging  from  literary  works  to  animated
characters,  which,  although  seemingly
unrelated  to  athletic  performance,
underscored  the  pervasive  influence  of
architecture.  The  unexpected  connection
uncovered  in  our  study  echoes  the
unorthodox  perspective  brought  forth  by
these  sources,  emphasizing  the  far-
reaching  implications  of  architectural
knowledge.  Who  knew  that  "The
Fountainhead" and "Bob the Builder" could
offer  insights  into  the  playbook  of  a
professional football team?

The  robust  relationship  revealed  between
the number of Associate's degrees awarded
in Architecture and related services and the
points  allowed  by  the  Detroit  Lions  from
2011  to  2021  challenges  conventional
wisdom and invites further  exploration.  It's
as  if  the  Detroit  Lions  have  unearthed  a
hidden  talent  in  architecture,  cleverly
incorporating  it  into  their  defensive
strategies.  Perhaps  they  have  discovered
the  architectural  equivalent  of  a  prevent
defense!

In  light  of  these  findings,  it  becomes
apparent  that  the  influence  of  architecture
on the Detroit  Lions'  defensive prowess is
not  merely  a  statistical  curiosity  but  a
potentially transformative factor in the realm
of  professional  sports.  As  we  continue  to
build  upon this  unexpected correlation,  it's
clear that the Lions' defensive strategies are
not just grounded in football tactics but also
draw  inspiration  from  the  principles  of
architectural  design.  It  seems  like  these
football players have truly mastered the art
of "defend-sive architecture"!

In summary, the findings of this study shed
light on the perplexing relationship between
architectural  education  and NFL defensive
outcomes,  compelling  us  to  rethink  the
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interplay  between  education  and  athletic
performance. As we delve deeper into this
unconventional correlation, it's evident that
the Detroit Lions have found a unique way
to  blend  the  worlds  of  architecture  and
football,  creating  a  defensive  playbook
unlike any other. Who knew that architects
could  have  such  a  profound  impact  on  a
professional football team? It seems like the
Lions  are  truly  embodying  the  notion  that
when it comes to defensive prowess, it's all
about "building" a winning strategy!

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has unveiled
a  fascinating  correlation  between  the
number of Associate's degrees awarded in
Architecture  and  related  services  and  the
points  allowed  by  the  Detroit  Lions  from
2011  to  2021.  It  appears  that  as  the
architectural  prowess  within  the  Lions'
organization  grows,  their  defensive
performance  becomes  increasingly
formidable.  It's  as  if  the  team is  fortifying
their  defense  with  an  extra  layer  of
structural  support.  Perhaps  they've
discovered the power of a solid foundation,
both on and off the field.

Our findings raise intriguing questions about
the  potential  influence  of  architectural
education  on  athletic  performance,  hinting
at  a  previously  unrecognized  synergy
between the design world and the gridiron.
As  the  saying  goes,  "when  architects  are
involved,  it's  all  about  structure,"  and  it
seems the Lions are taking this to heart in
their defensive strategies.

It's clear that there's more to this correlation
than meets the eye - our statistical analysis
has shown that this unexpected relationship
is  not  a  mere  statistical  anomaly,  but  a
robust  and meaningful  connection.  It's  like
the Detroit Lions are constructing a defense
that's  architecturally  sound,  with blueprints
that  extend beyond the traditional  X's and
O's. Who knew that drafting a defense could

extend beyond the football field and into the
realm of blueprints and buildings?

As we close the chapter on this research,
it's  evident  that  the  architectural  influence
on the Detroit  Lions'  defensive capabilities
is  not  something  to  be  taken  lightly.  Our
statistical  findings  provide  compelling
evidence that there is a tangible relationship
between  the  architectural  expertise  within
the team and their defensive performance.
It's  almost as if  the Lions have developed
an architectural  blueprint  for  success,  one
that's rooted in the principles of design and
construction.

In light of these revelatory findings, it's safe
to say that the architectural  world and the
realm  of  professional  sports  are  not  as
separate  as  we  once  thought.  The  Lions
have  shown  us  that  when  it  comes  to
defending their territory, architects may just
have  the  edge.  It's  almost  like  they're
saying, "We're not just  building a defense,
we're building a dynasty - one degree at a
time."

In  summary,  this  research  puts  forth  a
compelling  argument  for  the  symbiotic
relationship between architectural education
and athletic performance, specifically in the
context  of  the  Detroit  Lions'  defensive
strategies.  It's  as  if  the  Lions  have
discovered the perfect formula for defensive
success, and it's more architectural than we
could have ever imagined. It seems that no
stone  -  or  should  we  say,  no  statistical
connection - was left unturned in our pursuit
of  understanding  this  unexpected
relationship.

Therefore,  in  the  words  of  a  wise
statistician,  "We've found the missing link,
and it's dressed in blue and silver - no need
to lionize it further!" It's evident that no more
research  is  needed  in  this  area;  the
architectural advantage of the Detroit Lions'
defensive  strategies  has  been  statistically
established.
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