
The Journal of Sportive Philosophy and Statistical Analysis Vol. 413, No. 18, 2024
Copyleft 2024 by The Society for Analytical Sport and Philosophy Research ISSN 6003-1947/10/$38.00
Spuriously published by Tyler Vigen PII S1063-6339(3014)3656-5
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This research paper delves into the esoteric correlation between the number of university
philosophy and religion teachers in the state of Utah and the total viewership of the Aviva
Premiership Rugby final. Using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Wikipedia,
our research team embarked on a statistical odyssey to unravel this enigmatic relationship.
Employing rigorous methods, we discovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9078932
and a p-value less than 0.01 for the years 2003 to 2014.  This confounding connection
between the contemplative nature of philosophers and the adrenaline-fueled spectacle of
rugby leaves us pondering the unfathomable interconnectedness of the universe, where the
realms of academia and athletics collide in an unexpected dance of statistics.

     The interplay between academia and athleticism
has  long  been  a  source  of  fascination,  if  not
amusement,  for  scholars  and  sports  enthusiasts
alike. The juxtaposition of the profound ruminations
of philosophy and religion with the rugged intensity
of rugby may seem incongruous at best and utterly
bewildering at worst. However, as the saying goes,
"there is method in the madness," and our research
endeavors  to  shed  light  on  the  unexpected
connection  between  the  number  of  university
philosophy and religion teachers in the state of Utah
and the total viewership of the Aviva Premiership
Rugby final.

     As we embark on this statistical odyssey, we are
reminded of the intricate tapestry of human interests
and  activities  that  intertwine  in  mysterious  ways.
Who  would  have  thought  that  the  ruminative
musings of philosophers could potentially influence
the fervent following of a rugby championship? It is
indeed a puzzle that tickles the intellect and prompts
us to delve into the depths of data and correlation.

     The landscape of academia and the arena of
sports may appear to be as disparate as chalk and
cheese,  yet  our  preliminary  findings  indicate
otherwise.  The  unyielding  grip  of  statistics  has
unveiled  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9078932,
evoking a sense of awe and wonder in the face of
such  unexpected  connections.  Unraveling  the
enigmatic  relationship  between  these  seemingly
divergent  realms  is  a  task  that  has  not  been
undertaken lightly, but with the wit and wisdom of
scholars  and  the  fervor  of  sports  aficionados,  we
dive  into  this  statistical  rabbit  hole  with  earnest
curiosity.

     It is in this spirit of scholarly inquiry and perhaps
a  dash  of  whimsy  that  we  present  our  findings,
hoping  to  shed  light  on  the  curious  dance  of
numbers  that  brings  together  the  contemplative
nature  of  academia  and  the  electrifying  fervor  of
athletic spectacles. As we delve into the depths of
data  and  tease  out  the  threads  of  association,  we
invite the reader to join us on this scholarly jaunt
that  traverses  the  realms  of  reason  and  rhyme,
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philosophy and rugby, in a statistical escapade that
defies conventional expectations.

LITERATURE REVIEW

     The existing literature on the correlation between
academic  disciplines  and  sports  viewership  offers
valuable insights into the intertwining of seemingly
divergent  domains.  Smith  (2010)  explored  the
influence  of  university  faculty  demographics  on
sports  popularity,  uncovering  unexpected
relationships  that  challenge  conventional  wisdom.
Similarly,  Doe  (2015)  investigated  the  societal
factors shaping viewership patterns, illuminating the
intricate web of influences that extend beyond the
realm  of  athletics.  Jones  (2018)  delved  into  the
cultural  underpinnings  of  sports  fascination,
shedding light on the nuanced interactions between
intellectual pursuits and physical competitions.

     Transitioning to the world of non-fiction books,
"Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction" by Nagel
(2002)  provides  a  succinct  overview  of
philosophical  inquiry,  illustrating  the  depth  and
breadth  of  intellectual  contemplation.  This  is
juxtaposed  with  "Rugby  For  Dummies"  by  Ford
(2015), which offers a lighthearted yet informative
guide to the world of rugby, catering to enthusiasts
and novices alike. Moving into the realm of fiction,
"The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Adams
(1979) and "The Art of Racing in the Rain" by Stein
(2008)  present  narratives  that,  in  their  own
whimsical  ways,  touch  upon  themes  of
philosophical reflection and athletic pursuits.

     Nevertheless, amidst the serious and scholarly
works, the internet meme culture has also made its
mark  on  the  contemporary  discourse  surrounding
the  topics  at  hand.  The  "Philosoraptor"  meme,  a
whimsical  illustration  of  a  philosophical
velociraptor,  humorously  probes  existential
questions,  mirroring  the  ponderings  of  academia.
Additionally, the "This is Fine" meme captures the
tension between conflicting interests, exemplifying
the  potential  juxtaposition  of  scholarly
contemplation and sporting fervor.

     With this contextual backdrop, our research aims
to contribute to the ongoing dialogue regarding the
interplay  between  academia  and  athleticism,
employing rigorous statistical techniques to unravel
the  intricate  relationship  between  the  number  of
university philosophy and religion teachers in Utah
and the total viewership of the Aviva Premiership
Rugby  final.  In  doing  so,  we  embrace  the
intellectual curiosity that bridges disparate realms,
embarking  on  a  statistical  odyssey  that  promises
both empirical insights and a touch of whimsy.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology employed in this study aimed to
unravel  the  mysterious  relationship  between  the
number  of  university  philosophy  and  religion
teachers  in  Utah  and  the  total  viewership  of  the
Aviva Premiership Rugby final for the years 2003 to
2014.  Data  collection  involved  a  comprehensive
search  across  diverse  internet  sources,  with  a
penchant for the arcane wisdom of the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics  and  the  encyclopedic  allure  of
Wikipedia. 

To quantify the contemplative and the athletic, the
number  of  university  philosophy  and  religion
teachers  in  Utah  was  derived  from  official
employment records and academic databases via a
process  that  was  as  contemplative  as  the  subject
matter  itself.  The  total  viewership  of  the  Aviva
Premiership Rugby final was determined through a
panoptic gaze upon media and broadcasting metrics,
capturing  the  electrifying  fervor  of  rugby
enthusiasts  as  they  immersed  themselves  in  the
grand spectacle. 

Upon gathering these disparate yet tantalizing data
points,  the  statistical  analysis  transcended  the
ordinary  realms  of  correlation  calculation,  as
befitting  a  study  that  juxtaposes  philosophy  and
rugby.  The  correlation  coefficient  was  calculated
with  utmost  precision,  teasing  out  the  enigmatic
connections that lay beneath the surface, akin to a
philosophical discourse on the meaning of statistics.
The p-value, serving as the sentinel of significance,
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stood guard over the threshold of acceptance, as the
numbers  engaged  in  a  dance  of  statistical
significance that mirrored the enthralling twists and
turns of a rugby match.

The  statistical  odyssey  embarked  upon  by  the
research  team harnessed  the  prowess  of  software
tools  that  ensured  rigor  and  objectivity  in  the
analysis.  This  analytical  journey,  while  guided by
the steadfast principles of academic research, could
not help but be laced with the thrill of untangling a
mystery,  much  like  a  detective  unraveling  the
unexpected connections in a classic whodunit. 

The exhaustive data from across the years 2003 to
2014  was  meticulously  curated,  allowing  for  a
longitudinal exploration of the elusive relationship
between  the  ruminative  pursuits  of  academia  and
the  adrenaline-charged  fervor  of  sports.  The
methodology employed, replete with its ponderous
musings  and  statistical  gymnastics,  served  as  a
vehicle through which the researchers voyaged into
the  uncharted  waters  of  interdisciplinary  intrigue,
leaving  no  stone  unturned  in  the  pursuit  of
unraveling the improbable interconnectedness of the
universe.

RESULTS

The data analysis revealed a noteworthy correlation
between the number of university  philosophy and
religion teachers in Utah and the total viewership of
the  Aviva Premiership  Rugby final  for  the period
spanning 2003 to 2014. The correlation coefficient
of 0.9078932 denotes a strong positive relationship
between these seemingly  disparate  variables.  This
unexpected  correlation  prompts  contemplation  on
the intricate interplay between intellectual pursuits
and physical prowess, as encapsulated in the realms
of academia and athletics.

Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of  determination  (r-
squared) of 0.8242701 indicates that approximately
82.4% of  the  variability  in  the  viewership  of  the
Aviva Premiership Rugby final can be explained by
the  number  of  university  philosophy and  religion
teachers  in  Utah.  This  finding,  while  surprising,

underscores  the  substantial  influence  of  scholarly
contemplation  on  the  fervent  enthusiasm  for
sporting events, highlighting the multifaceted nature
of human interests and activities.

The statistical significance, evidenced by a p-value
less  than  0.01,  unequivocally  supports  the
robustness  of  the  observed  correlation.  The
probability of obtaining such a strong relationship
between these variables  by chance  is  exceedingly
low,  reinforcing  the  substantial  nature  of  our
findings.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  represents  the
striking  correlation  between  the  aforementioned
variables,  elucidating  the  compelling  association
that has emerged from our rigorous data analysis.
This graphical depiction serves as a testament to the
intricacies  of  the  human  experience,  where  the
cerebral pursuits of academia and the visceral allure
of  athletic  competitions  intersect  in  unforeseen
ways.

In  conclusion,  the  results  of  this  investigation
illuminate  the  enigmatic  connection  between  the
number  of  university  philosophy  and  religion
teachers  in  Utah  and  the  total  viewership  of  the
Aviva Premiership Rugby final. This unanticipated
correlation  challenges  conventional  expectations
and invites further contemplation on the profound
interweaving  of  intellectual  inquiry  and  physical
exuberance  in  the  intricate  fabric  of  human
endeavors.
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DISCUSSION

The findings of this study astonish and bemuse in
equal  measure,  as  the  contemplative  musings  of
Utah's philosophers and the dramatic collisions on
the  rugby  pitch  exhibit  a  peculiar  symbiosis  that
defies  conventional  categorization.  The  striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9078932 aligns with the
prior  research  of  Smith  (2010)  and  Doe  (2015),
who,  while  seemingly  treading  into  the  realm  of
whimsy,  delicately  unveiled  the  intricate  web  of
unconventional  relationships  between  academic
disciplines  and  sports  viewership.  This
unanticipated  correlation  between  the  number  of
university philosophy and religion teachers in Utah
and the total viewership of the Aviva Premiership
Rugby  final  fortifies  the  notion  that  intellectual
pursuits  and  physical  spectacles  often  share  an
unexpected  rapport,  echoing  the  mirthful
ponderings  of  the  "Philosoraptor"  meme  and  the
tension-laden scenes  encapsulated  by  the  "This  is
Fine" meme.

The robust coefficient of determination (r-squared)
of 0.8242701 underscores the substantial impact of
scholarly contemplation on the fervent enthusiasm
for  sporting events,  cementing the notion that  the
human penchant for intellectual inquiry intertwines
with  the  primal  allure  of  physical  prowess.  This
finding harks back to the sagacious yet lighthearted
guidance of "Rugby For Dummies" by Ford (2015),
comically  illustrating  the  accessibility  of  athletic
fervor  while  subtly  hinting  at  the  deeper
contemplations that underpin such exuberance.

The statistical significance, indicated by a p-value
less  than  0.01,  unequivocally  supports  the
robustness of the observed correlation, establishing
the unlikely yet undeniable union between academic
richness and sporting zeal. The scatterplot (Fig. 1)
serves as a graphic testament to the unfathomable
interconnectedness  of  human  interests,
encapsulating the unexpected dance of statistics that
delineates  the  tangled  relationship  between
roundtables  of  scholarly  discourse  and  the  oval-
shaped playing field of athletic prowess.

In unraveling the enigmatic connection between the
number  of  university  philosophy  and  religion
teachers  in  Utah  and  the  total  viewership  of  the
Aviva  Premiership  Rugby  final,  this  study
contributes  to  the  ever-growing  compendium  of
unforeseen  correlations,  inviting  further
contemplation  on  the  profound  interweaving  of
intellectual inquiry and physical exuberance in the
intricate  fabric  of  human  endeavors.  As  the
statistical odyssey reaches its conclusion, it leaves
scholars and sports enthusiasts alike to marvel at the
intricate dance of academia and athletics, reminding
us that,  in the grand tapestry of human existence,
the  rhyme  and  reason  of  seemingly  disparate
pursuits  may converge in  the most  unexpected of
ways.

CONCLUSION

In  summation,  the  perplexing correlation  between
the  number  of  university  philosophy and  religion
teachers  in  Utah  and  the  total  viewership  of  the
Aviva  Premiership  Rugby  final  has  unveiled  an
unexpected  symbiosis  between  the  realms  of
scholarly  contemplation  and  athletic  fervor.  The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9078932  has  a
striking gravitational pull, drawing attention to the
interplay  of  the  cerebral  and  the  corporeal,  the
contemplative and the action-packed. This statistical
odyssey has led us down a rabbit hole of intellectual
curiosity,  where the dance of numbers twirls  with
the finesse of a rugby scrum.

While this revelation may seem as improbable as a
philosopher donning rugby boots, the coefficient of
determination (r-squared) of 0.8242701 emphasizes
that approximately 82.4% of the variability in the
viewership  of  the  Aviva  Premiership  Rugby  final
can  be  elucidated  by  the  number  of  university
philosophy  and religion  teachers  in  Utah.  Such  a
notable  influence  prompts  one  to  ponder  the
nuanced  web  of  human  interests,  where  the
quizzical  conundrums  of  academia  and  the
thundering  exhilaration  of  sports  collide  in  an
unexpected pas de deux.
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The visually appealing scatterplot (Fig. 1) serves as
a  testament  to  the  intricate  intermingling  of
intellectual  pursuits  and  physical  dynamism,
painting a canvas of statistical artistry that captures
the  essence of  this  compelling correlation.  As we
take a moment to reflect on the whirlwind romance
between the musings of philosophers and the cheers
of  rugby  enthusiasts,  we  are  reminded  that  the
unpredictable dance of statistics has a rhythm all its
own.

In light of these revelatory findings, we are inclined
to  assert  that  no  further  research  in  this  peculiar
territory  is  necessary.  The  statistical  odyssey  has
reached its crescendo, leaving us with a newfound
appreciation  for  the  serendipitous  symphony  of
academic contemplation and athletic ardor.
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