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In this study, we delved into the intriguing relationship between the number of Bachelor's degrees 
awarded in Philosophy and religious studies and the incidence of burglaries in the District of 
Columbia. The endeavor was inspired by the curiosity to unearth any philosophical ponderings or 
divine interventions that might be influencing criminal behavior. As a wise philosopher once said, 
"It's all fun and games until someone loses a thesis." Analyzing data from the National Center for 
Education Statistics and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, our research team uncovered
a correlation coefficient of 0.9678794 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 
2012 to 2021. This surprising statistical connection between academic pursuits and unlawful actions 
prompted us to joke that perhaps burglars were seeking enlightenment, but ended up in the wrong 
kind of "breaking and entering." Our findings suggest a rather peculiar association between the two 
variables, sparking discussions about the potential influence of metaphysical contemplations on 
criminal activity. As the data revealed itself, we couldn't help but quip, "It seems that pondering the 
meaning of life isn't the only thing happening in these philosophical minds." In conclusion, this 
research adds an unexpected dimension to the field of criminology and academic studies, leaving us 
with the realization that perhaps the pursuit of wisdom and the desire for material gain may not be 
as unrelated as one might think. As we pondered this unconventional connection, we couldn't help 
but ask, "Is it possible that these burglars were just trying to steal some enlightenment?

      The pursuit of knowledge has long
been revered as a noble endeavor, but our
study  delves  into  an  unexpected
connection  between  academic
achievements  and  criminal  behavior.  As
we embarked on this research journey, we
couldn't help but contemplate the irony of
criminals potentially finding inspiration in
the  pursuit  of  wisdom.  It's  almost  as  if
they  were  trying  to  steal  some  "philo-
sophisticated"  ideas  along  with  tangible
possessions.

      The correlation between the number
of  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
Philosophy and religious studies and the
incidence of burglaries in the District of

Columbia  has intrigued us,  prompting  a
comprehensive  investigation  into  this
seemingly  paradoxical  relationship.  We
entered this research with a healthy dose
of  skepticism,  but  as  the  data  began to
unveil its surprising patterns, we couldn't
resist  the temptation to  crack a joke or
two.  It  seems  that  even  statistical
analyses can benefit from a bit of humor,
prompting us to wonder if these burglars
were  simply  "breaking  into"  new
intellectual pursuits.

      Our  curiosity  was  piqued  by  the
unexpected convergence of academia and
criminality, leading us to ponder whether
there  might  be  deeper  philosophical
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underpinnings behind the association we
uncovered. It's as if these criminals were
attempting  to  apply  "unauthorized"
philosophy in their everyday lives, albeit
in a less-than-lawful manner.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The existing literature on the relationship
between  academic  disciplines  and
criminal  behavior  has  primarily  focused
on sociological and psychological factors,
often overlooking the potential  influence
of  philosophical  and  religious  studies.
Smith (2015) conducted a comprehensive
analysis  of  criminal  tendencies  among
individuals  pursuing  various  academic
disciplines, yet the connection to subjects
such as Philosophy and religious studies
remained relatively unexplored. It seems
that  the  philosophical  musings  of
criminals  have  been  hiding  in  the
shadows, waiting to be brought into the
spotlight.

In a similar vein, Doe (2018) delved into
the psychological  motivations underlying
criminal  activities,  uncovering  intricate
patterns  of  behavior  but  failing  to
consider  the  potential  impact  of
metaphysical  contemplations on criminal
decision-making.  It  appears  that  the
"philosophical  fingerprints"  of  criminal
behavior  have  evaded  detection  for  far
too long.

Jones  et  al.  (2020)  examined  the
correlation  between  academic  pursuits
and  criminal  tendencies,  revealing
intriguing  patterns  across  various
disciplines. However, their study stopped
short  of  investigating  the  specific
influence of philosophical ruminations on
criminal  activities.  It's  almost  as  if  the
academic world has been turning a blind
eye to  the potential  connection between
pondering the mysteries of existence and
engaging in illicit activities.

As  we  shift  our  focus  to  related  non-
fiction  literature,  books  such  as
"Philosophy and the Art of Criminality" by
A.  Ethics  and  "Divine  Interventions  in

Criminology"  by  P.  Belief  provide
insightful perspectives on the intersection
of  philosophical  and  religious  inquiries
with criminal behavior. These works raise
thought-provoking  questions  about  the
potential  impact  of  intellectual  pursuits
on unlawful actions,  shedding light on a
realm  of  inquiry  that  has  been  largely
overlooked.  It's  almost  as  if  the
philosophical  and  criminal  worlds  have
been  engaged  in  an  elaborate  game  of
hide  and  seek,  with  their  interplay
remaining just out of sight.

On the fictional side, works such as "The
Burglar's  Dilemma"  by  N.  Tential  and
"Illusions of Enlightenment" by R. Ealistic
present intriguing narratives that blur the
lines  between  academic  pursuits  and
criminal  inclinations.  While  these  books
may belong to the realm of fiction, they
offer  imaginative  scenarios  that  parallel
the  unexpected  connection  we  have
uncovered in our research.  It's as if  the
boundaries  between  reality  and  fiction
have  become  as  blurred  as  the  line
between  lawful  and  unlawful
philosophical pursuits.

As  we delved  deeper  into  our  literature
review,  we  couldn't  help  but  engage  in
unconventional sources of insight, such as
analyzing  the  philosophical  ponderings
found on the back of shampoo bottles. It's
amazing how wisdom can be found in the
most  unexpected  places,  even  if  it's
paired  with  instructions  for  achieving
luscious  locks.  It's  almost  as  if  the
burglars were seeking enlightenment not
just  in  academic  pursuits,  but  also  in
everyday consumer products.

But I digress. Our review has illuminated
a gap in the existing literature, revealing
an  intriguing  connection  between
philosophical  and  religious  studies
Bachelor's degrees and burglaries in the
District  of  Columbia.  This  unexpected
correlation  between  intellectual  pursuits
and  criminal  activities  challenges
traditional  notions  of  criminal
motivations, prompting us to question the
boundaries  of  knowledge-seeking  and
unlawful  endeavors.  It  seems  that  the
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pursuit  of  wisdom  and  the  pursuit  of
material gain may not be as distinct as we
once thought, blurring the lines between
scholarly  contemplations  and  criminal
inclinations.  It  seems  that  the  burglars
were looking to "philosophize" their way
into their ethically questionable deeds.

METHODOLOGY

Our  research  employed  a  multi-faceted
and  somewhat  quirky  methodology  to
unravel  the  enigmatic  correlation
between  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
Philosophy and religious studies and the
occurrence of burglaries in the District of
Columbia.

Firstly,  we collected  data  on  the  annual
number of  Bachelor's  degrees  conferred
in Philosophy and religious studies from
the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics. This involved sifting through a
multitude  of  spreadsheets  and  reports,
but it was all worth it to pursue the truth
behind this unexpected connection. As we
waded  through  the  sea  of  data,  we
couldn't  help  but  muse,  "Who  knew
delving  into  academic  records  could  be
such a 'philosophical' endeavor?"

Simultaneously,  we gathered information
on  the  incidence  of  burglaries  in  the
District  of  Columbia  from  the  FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services.
This  involved  navigating  through  crime
statistics  and  law  enforcement  reports,
which  certainly  made  us  appreciate  the
distinctiveness  of  our  research  topic.
Repeatedly looking at burglary numbers,
we  found  ourselves  wondering,  "Is  it
possible to 'break into' the minds of these
criminals through statistics?"

Once we had compiled ten years of data
ranging from 2012 to 2021, we subjected
it  to  rigorous  statistical  analyses.  We
calculated correlation coefficients and ran
regression  models  to  determine  the
strength and direction of the relationship
between  the  number  of  Philosophy  and
religious  studies  degrees  conferred  and
the  incidence  of  burglaries.  Amidst  the

sea of  numbers and statistical  tests,  we
couldn't help but quip, "It seems that in
the world of correlations, these variables
might just be 'breaking and entering' into
each other's spheres."

To ensure the robustness of our findings,
we  also  conducted  sensitivity  analyses
and  cross-validated  our  results  using
various  statistical  techniques.  Given  the
unusual nature of our research topic, we
were  particularly  mindful  of  potential
confounding  variables  and  spurious
correlations,  keeping  in  mind  that  the
devil  is  in  the  details,  or  in  this  case,
perhaps  in  a  philosophical  treatise
waiting to be pondered by a burglar.

Finally, we employed qualitative analyses
to gain deeper insights into the potential
underlying  mechanisms  of  this
association. We delved into philosophical
and  criminological  literature,  seeking
connections and parallels that might shed
light on the unanticipated relationship we
had uncovered. While navigating through
countless  academic  papers,  we  couldn't
resist a little play on words, "If only these
burglars  had  spent  their  time  with
philosophical treatises instead of breaking
and entering them."

Consider these findings as a continuation
of our own philosophical inquiry into the
unexpected  intricacies  of  the  human
experience, where statistical analyses and
dad jokes intertwine to bring light to the
mysterious connection between academic
pursuits and criminal behavior.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  revealed  a
striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9678794  between  the  number  of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Philosophy
and religious studies and the incidence of
burglaries in the District of Columbia for
the period from 2012 to 2021. This high
correlation coefficient indicates a strong
positive  relationship  between  the  two
variables, leaving us scratching our heads
and wondering if these burglars were on
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a  quest  for  more  than  just  material
possessions  –  perhaps  some  Kant-ian
enlightenment, if you will.

The r-squared value of 0.9367906 further
solidified  the  robustness  of  the
relationship  between  academic  pursuits
and  criminal  activities.  It’s  almost  as  if
these  burglars  were  striving  for  a
philosophical argument for their actions,
although we hasten to add that justifying
criminal  behavior  based  on  Hegelian
dialectics is not advisable.

As  visible  in  Figure  1,  the  scatterplot
unmistakably  depicts  a  clear  positive
linear relationship between the number of
Philosophy  and  religious  studies
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  and  the
incidence  of  burglaries,  further
highlighting  the  unexpected
interconnectedness  between  intellectual
endeavors  and  criminal  behavior.  One
might even say that the "burglars had a
degree in breaking and entering," if such
a degree existed.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The p-value of less than 0.01 underscores
the  statistical  significance  of  this
correlation, prompting us to consider the
possibility  that  these  burglars  were  not
just seeking tangible wealth, but perhaps
also some intellectual  stimulation in  the
form  of  misappropriated  philosophical
musings.  It’s  as  though  they  were
engaging in a unique form of "existential
theft."

In conclusion, our findings shed light on
an  unconventional  correlation  between
academic pursuits and criminal incidents,
urging  us  to  ponder  the  unexpected
influence  of  philosophical  and  religious
thought  on  the  propensity  for  unlawful
activities. As we wrap up this analysis, we
couldn’t help but muse, "Who knew that
pondering  the  meaning  of  life  and
stealing could have so much in common?"

DISCUSSION

The  results  of  our  study  have  robustly
supported the existing literature that has
hinted at a potential connection between
academic  pursuits  in  Philosophy  and
religious studies and criminal behavior. It
seems that  the  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9678794  we  uncovered  serves  as  a
startling  revelation,  akin  to  stumbling
upon  Socrates  in  a  prison  break  -
unexpected  and  philosophically
perplexing.

The  statistical  significance  we observed,
with a p-value less than 0.01, convincingly
reinforces the notion that there is more to
burglaries  than  meets  the  eye.  As  we
contemplated these findings, we couldn't
help  but  wonder  if  the  burglars  were
attempting  to  "break"  into  the  realm of
ethereal  enlightenment,  albeit  through
unconventional  means.  It's  almost  as  if
they  were  trying  to  emulate  a  different
kind  of  "breaking  and  entering"  –
breaking into the realms of philosophical
ponderings  and  entering  the  domain  of
criminal activities simultaneously.

Our  results  align  with  the  earlier
documented  gaps  in  the  academic
exploration  of  the  relationship  between
academic  disciplines  and  criminal
tendencies. It's almost as if the burglars
were  echoing  the  sentiment  of
philosophers by attempting to unveil the
hidden truths behind their actions, albeit
in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  pursuit  of
knowledge's  conventional  norms.  One
might  jest  that  they  were  staging  their
own "enlightenment heist," albeit to less
scholarly acclaim.
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The  strong  positive  linear  relationship
depicted  in  the  scatterplot  further
solidifies  the  unexpected
interconnectedness  between  these
seemingly disparate realms. It's almost as
if  the  burglars  were  trying  to  "thieve"
their  way into  the  intellectual  puzzle  of
philosophical  inquiries  –  although  we
must  emphasize  that  intellectual
stimulation typically ensues from rigorous
study and ethical contemplations.

In  light  of  these  findings,  we  are
compelled to reconsider the boundaries of
intellectual  pursuits  and  criminal
motivations.  The  unanticipated
correlation  prompts  us  to  entertain  the
proposition  that  these  burglars  were
seeking  not  just  material  gains,  but
perhaps  also  intellectual  stimulation  in
the  form  of  pilfered  philosophical
musings. It's almost as though they were
subscribing  to  the  notion  of  "acquiring
knowledge  through  unconventional
means"  –  although  their  methods  could
certainly  benefit  from  a  more  ethical
direction.

Although  our  study  sheds  light  on  an
unexpected  correlation,  we  must
acknowledge its limitations. The scope of
our  investigation  focused  solely  on  data
from the District of Columbia, and thus,
caution is warranted in generalizing these
findings  to  broader  contexts.  It's  almost
as  if  we've  uncovered  a  philosophical
puzzle  that  extends  beyond  the
boundaries of a single region, beckoning
for  further  exploration  in  metropolitan
areas worldwide.

In summary,  our  findings  pose  a unique
convergence  of  academic  pursuits  and
criminal  inclinations,  raising  questions
not  only  about  the  motivations  behind
burglaries  but  also  about  the  untold
influence  of  contemplative  thought  on
unlawful actions. As we grapple with this
unconventional connection, we can't help
but  consider  the  possibility  that  these
burglars were simply trying to "break" the
mold  of  conventional  criminal
motivations,  albeit  in  a  remarkably
philosophical manner.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has
illuminated  a  compelling  correlation
between  the  attainment  of  Bachelor's
degrees  in  Philosophy  and  religious
studies and the frequency of burglaries in
the District of Columbia. The statistically
significant  relationship,  though
unexpected,  invites  contemplation  about
the  potential  impact  of  philosophical
musings  on  criminal  inclinations.  It
appears that these burglars were aiming
for more than just material possessions –
they were striving for some "high-brow"
enlightenment,  albeit  through  unlawful
means.

Our findings add an intriguing layer to the
study  of  criminology,  challenging
traditional  perceptions  of  the  factors
influencing  criminal  behavior.  This
unanticipated  connection  prompts  us  to
consider  the  possibility  that  these
burglars were not only after material gain
but also seeking to "break into" the realm
of  philosophical  thought.  One might  say
they  were  attempting  to  be  "break-in
philosophers," although we advise against
following in their footsteps.

It  is  evident from our research that the
pursuit of knowledge and the commission
of  illicit  acts  may  not  be  as  distinct  as
commonly  assumed.  This  connection
stimulates  further  contemplation  on  the
intertwining  of  intellectual  pursuits  and
unlawful behavior, leaving us to ponder if
these burglars were just trying to "steal
some wisdom" alongside their loot.

As  we  close  the  chapter  on  this
investigation,  it  is  clear that our results
have broadened the scope of inquiry into
the complex interplay between education,
ideology,  and  criminal  conduct.  The
whimsical correlation uncovered offers a
lighthearted  but  thought-provoking
perspective  on  the  relationship  between
academic  endeavors  and  criminal
activities.  We're  left  to  wonder  if  these
burglars  were  merely  seeking  to  "break
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into"  the  world  of  profound  thought,
albeit through unauthorized means.

In  summary,  our  research  stands  as  a
testament  to  the  unexpected  and
enigmatic  connections  that  can  emerge
from  statistical  analyses.  We  tentatively
conclude  that  no  further  research  is
needed  in  this  particular  area,  as  we
believe this study has "broken in" enough
unexpected  insights  to  satisfy  even  the
most ardent academic burglar.
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