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Abstract

This paper delves into the intriguing correlation between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in 
foreign languages, literatures, and linguistics and individuals' online searches for 'how to delete browsing 
history.' Using comprehensive data from the National Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends, 
we scrutinize the unprecedented connection between the two. Our analysis yields a remarkably high 
correlation coefficient of 0.9809382 with a p-value less than 0.01 from the year 2012 to 2021. This not 
only bolsters the significance of our findings but also highlights the entanglement of linguistic expertise 
and online privacy concerns. The implications of these results may have individuals pondering the 
linguistics of cover-ups and the clandestine communication between language skills and internet privacy. 
This study beckons further investigation into the peculiar relationship between linguistic proficiency and 
the impulse to scrub digital footprints.
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1. Introduction

In  an  age  where  digital  footprints  are  as
ubiquitous as sand on a beach, individuals
have increasingly turned to the virtual realm
to seek answers to their burning questions,

trials, and tribulations. One such endeavor,
often shrouded in mystery and curiosity, is
the quest to delete one's browsing history.
The  motivation  behind  such  actions  may
stem from the desire for online privacy, the
need to cover one's digital tracks, or simply
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a  proactive  approach  to  minimizing  the
clutter in one's browsing archives. However,
what  may  seem  like  a  casual  digital
housekeeping task has piqued the interest
of researchers and linguists alike due to its
unforeseen  correlation  with  the  field  of
foreign  languages,  literatures,  and
linguistics.

The proverbial thread connecting Bachelor's
degrees in foreign languages with the act of
purging one's search history appears flimsy
at  first  glance,  akin  to  a  linguistic  riddle
waiting  to  be  unraveled.  However,  as  we
embark  on  this  academic  venture,  it
becomes evident that there exists a distinct
correlation  between  the  two  seemingly
unrelated phenomena. This research seeks
to  shed light  on this  enigma by  analyzing
the  staggering  correlation  observed
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  foreign  languages,  literatures,
and linguistics and the frequency of Google
queries  pertaining  to  the  deletion  of
browsing history. 

While the initial impulse may be to dismiss
this  correlation  as  mere  coincidence,  the
statistical  evidence  amassed  through
rigorous  analysis  provides  a  compelling
argument  for  further  scrutiny.  The intimate
dance between linguistic proficiency and the
inclination  to  expunge digital  breadcrumbs
beckons  us  to  delve  into  the  labyrinth  of
human behavior and linguistic cognition. As
we  navigate  this  interplay  between
language expertise and the digital realm, it
is imperative to maintain a balance between
serious inquiry and an appreciation for the
whimsical  nature  of  these  unexpected
connections.

Thus,  this  study  aims to  contribute  to  the
burgeoning field of linguistic psychology and
information  technology  by  uncovering  the
subtle  nuances  that  underpin  the
relationship between linguistic aptitude and
the imperative to erase digital trails. In doing
so,  we  hope  to  provoke  both  scholarly
introspection  and  lighthearted  musings  on

the gravity of linguistic prowess in the digital
age.  Through  the  pages  that  follow,  we
embark  on  a  journey  that  traverses  the
terrain  of  language,  cognition,  and  the
digital  parchment  upon  which  we  inscribe
our virtual voyages.

2. Literature Review

Numerous  scholarly  works  have  been
conducted  in  pursuit  of  understanding  the
intricate  relationship  between  linguistic
expertise  and  the predilection  to  eliminate
one's digital breadcrumbs. At the forefront of
this  inquiry  is  the  study  by  Smith  et  al.,
which  posits  a  compelling  connection
between  the  awarding  of  Bachelor's
degrees  in  foreign  languages,  literatures,
and linguistics and the frequency of online
queries for 'how to delete browsing history.'
Their  findings  suggest  a  profound
correlation,  prompting  further  investigation
into  the  underlying  mechanisms  driving
such a phenomenon. 

Similarly,  Doe's  research  delves  into  the
intersection  of  linguistic  proficiency  and
one's  penchant  for  digital  privacy
maintenance. Their work sheds light on the
nuanced  interplay  between  language
acumen and the compulsion to engage in
clandestine  digital  practices.  Furthermore,
Jones'  comprehensive  analysis  of  online
search  patterns  reveals  tantalizing
associations  between  language-related
academic  achievements  and  the  quest  to
expunge one's virtual trails.

In  "Language,  Literacy,  and  Power,"  the
authors  expound  upon  the  formidable
influence of  language on human cognition
and  behavior,  providing  a  foundational
framework for  understanding the intriguing
correlation  under  examination.  Moreover,
"The  Power  of  Words:  Unlocking  the
Mysteries  of  Linguistics"  offers  valuable
insights  into  the  cognitive  implications  of
linguistic aptitude, serving as a catalyst for
our  exploration  into  the  enigmatic  ties

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



between  language  expertise  and  online
privacy concerns.

Transitioning  from  non-fiction  literature  to
the  realm  of  fiction,  we  find  that  "The
Unspoken  Language  of  Secrets"  and
"Whispers  in  the  Digital  Ether"  present
narratives  that,  albeit  fictional,  offer
intriguing parallels to the clandestine nature
of  digital  cover-ups.  These  literary  works,
while  not  based  on  empirical  evidence,
underscore the pervasive nature of linguistic
secrecy  and  its  implications  for  online
behavior.

In  a  departure  from  traditional  textual
sources,  a  deeper  investigation  into  this
phenomenon  necessitated  a  foray  into
popular  culture  for  a  more  nuanced
understanding. Cartoons such as "Dora the
Explorer"  and  "Phineas  and  Ferb,"
seemingly unrelated to linguistic academia,
inadvertently  offer  anecdotal  evidence  of
linguistic  agility  and  the  concealment  of
one's  actions.  Their  thematic  elements  of
linguistic  dexterity  and  surreptitious
activities provide a light-hearted backdrop to
the weighty matter under consideration.

As  we  navigate  this  literature  review,  it
becomes  evident  that  the  ties  between
Bachelor's  degrees  in  foreign  languages,
literatures, and linguistics and the quest to
delete  browsing  history  are  not  merely
fodder  for  scholarly  inquiry,  but  also  a
source  of  clandestine  amusement.  The
multifaceted  nature  of  this  connection
warrants  further  investigation,  as  it
tantalizingly  blurs  the  boundaries  between
linguistic  expertise  and  the  surreptitious
navigation of the digital landscape.

3. Our approach & methods

In order to dissect the intriguing association
between  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
foreign  languages,  literatures,  and
linguistics  and  individuals'  inclinations
towards eradicating their digital trail through

the timeless act of purging browsing history,
our  research  team  embarked  on  a
multifaceted approach that aimed to capture
the  essence  of  linguistic  prowess  and
technological introspection.

First  and foremost,  data on the number of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  the
aforementioned  fields  was  meticulously
sourced  from  the  National  Center  for
Education Statistics (NCES).  This  involved
traversing  through  the  digital  labyrinth  of
educational  archives,  navigating  the
linguistic  landscape  of  data  repositories,
and  undertaking  a  veritable  linguistic
excavation  of  academic  accolades.  The
pursuit of this data was akin to unearthing
rare  linguistic  artifacts,  albeit  ones
enshrined in statistical form.

Simultaneously, we ventured into the virtual
sphere  to  harness  the  power  of  Google
Trends, employing search queries such as
"how  to  delete  browsing  history"  as  our
compass in navigating the digital tides. The
quest  for  such queries involved a delicate
balance  of  linguistic  acumen  and
technological  finesse,  as  we  combed
through  troves  of  digital  quests,  akin  to
linguistic  explorers  searching  for  buried
phonetic  treasure.  The  aim was  to  gauge
the  frequency  and  intensity  of  these
searches  over  the  course  of  a  decade,
encapsulating the ebb and flow of linguistic
curiosity entwined with the digital imperative
to cleanse one's virtual slate.

To quantify the strength of the association,
statistical  analyses were conducted with a
precision that rivaled the meticulousness of
a linguistic sleuth deciphering cryptic texts.
The  correlation  coefficient  served  as  our
compass,  guiding us through the maze of
linguistic  metrics  and  digital  breadcrumbs,
ultimately  revealing  a  remarkably  high
correlation of 0.9809382 with a p-value less
than 0.01. This statistical prowess not only
substantiates the robustness of our findings
but  also  reinforces  the  intimate  interplay
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between  linguistic  expertise  and  the
proclivity to erase digital vestiges.

Furthermore,  to ensure the generalizability
of  our  findings,  we  conducted  sensitivity
analyses and cross-validated our results to
ascertain  the  stability  of  this  peculiar
correlation across different time frames and
linguistic  landscapes.  This  meticulous
cross-referencing  was  reminiscent  of
linguistic  code-breaking,  unraveling  the
cryptic  connection  between  language
proficiency  and  the  desire  to  cloak  one's
digital footprints.

In essence, our methodology encapsulated
a  harmonious  blend  of  linguistic  dexterity
and digital finesse, unearthing a correlation
that  not  only  defied  conventional  wisdom
but  also  beckoned  us  to  ponder  the
confluence  of  linguistic  expertise  and  the
clandestine yearning to erase one's  digital
memoirs.

4. Results

The  findings  of  our  study  reveal  an
intriguing  and  robust  correlation  between
the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded
in  foreign  languages,  literatures,  and
linguistics  and  the  frequency  of  Google
searches for 'how to delete browsing history'
from 2012 to 2021. Our analysis yielded a
remarkably  high  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9809382,  indicating  a  strong  positive
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  Moreover,  the
coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  of
0.9622397  suggests  that  approximately
96.2% of  the variance in  the frequency of
searches  for  erasing  browsing  history  can
be explained by the number of  Bachelor's
degrees awarded in foreign languages.

To  visually  illustrate  this  relationship,  we
present  Figure  1,  a  scatterplot
demonstrating  the  notable  correlation
between the two variables. The scatterplot
unequivocally  depicts  a  positively  sloped

pattern,  affirming  the  notion  that  as  the
number  of  Bachelor's  degrees  in  foreign
languages increases, so does the frequency
of  Google  searches  related  to  browsing
history  deletion.  The  strong  linear
association  between  these  variables  is
unmistakable, leading us to assert that the
relationship is not  merely a linguistic  fluke
but a statistically significant phenomenon.

The  p-value  being  less  than  0.01  further
reinforces the strength of  this relationship,
indicating  that  the  likelihood  of  observing
such a strong association by chance is less
than  1%.  This  statistical  significance
unearths a captivating link that  transcends
the boundaries of linguistics and delves into
the realm of digital privacy.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  unexpected  fusion  of  linguistic
expertise  and  online  privacy  concerns
prompts contemplation about  the cognitive
and behavioral  implications underlying this
association. As the data unfold, it becomes
evident  that  the  intricacies  of  language
proficiency  intersect  with  the  virtual
landscape  in  unforeseen  ways.  The
ramifications  of  this  connection  extend
beyond the confines of  statistical  analysis,
inviting reflection on the enigmatic interplay
between  linguistic  adeptness  and  the
inclination to obliterate digital traces. It is as
if  the digital  world has manifested its  own
dialect,  reinforcing  the  aphorism  that  "the
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pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword"  in  the
context of virtual presence and absence.

The  implications  of  our  findings  are  vast,
urging further exploration into the underlying
mechanisms and psychological motives that
underpin  this  correlation.  The  observation
that individuals with a proclivity for linguistic
pursuits also exhibit a heightened interest in
erasing  their  digital  imprints  raises
questions  about  the  clandestine
communication between language prowess
and  the  impulse  to  sanitize  one's  online
history. This study extends an invitation to
conduct deeper inquiries into the nuances of
language  cognition  and  digital  behavior,
challenging traditional  boundaries  between
academic  disciplines  and  inviting  a  more
interdisciplinary  approach  to  unraveling
these whimsical connections.

In conclusion,  our results  not  only confirm
the  significant  correlation  between
Bachelor's  degrees  in  foreign  languages
and  online  searches  for  browsing  history
erasure  but  also  beckon  scholars  and
language  enthusiasts  to  mull  over  the
perplexing dance between linguistic aptitude
and  the  digital  domain.  Through  rigorous
analysis  and  an  appreciation  for  the
unexpected,  this  study  has  unearthed  a
captivating  coalescence  that  transcends
traditional  academic  divisions  and  opens
pathways for further scholarly introspection
and lighthearted musings on the whimsical
nature of these serendipitous connections.

5. Discussion

The robust correlation unveiled in this study
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  foreign  languages,  literatures,
and  linguistics  and  the  prevalence  of
Google  searches  for  'how  to  delete
browsing history'  underscores the allure of
linguistic prowess in the digital milieu. Our
findings not only align with prior research by
Smith et  al.  and Doe, but also extend the
embrace of this enigmatic relationship. The

data  whimsically  waltz  in  lockstep  with
previous  works,  inviting  us  to  ponder  the
clandestine underpinnings of language and
online privacy maintenance.

Harking  back  to  the  unconventional
connections  illuminated  in  our  literature
review,  the  seemingly  disparate  anecdotal
evidence from cartoons such as "Dora the
Explorer" and "Phineas and Ferb" - whose
thematic  elements  inadvertently  nod
towards  linguistic  agility  and  concealed
activities  -  takes  on  a  tongue-in-cheek
seriousness in light of our statistically robust
findings.  Such  offhand  observations,  while
amusing,  now  beckon  a  more  earnest
consideration  of  the  influence  of  linguistic
dexterity on digital behavior.

While the tongue-in-cheek musings on the
intersection  of  linguistic  expertise  and
surreptitious digital  navigation might  evoke
playful  reflections,  our  results  point  to  a
statistically  significant  phenomenon.  The
strong  linear  association  we've  unearthed
transcends  mere  linguistic  banter  and
delves  into  the  profound  entanglement
between language acumen and a penchant
for  digital  expunging.  The  statistical
significance further cements this correlation,
leaving  us  pondering  the  clandestine
communication between language prowess
and the impulse to obliterate digital traces.

Our  study  not  only  sheds  light  on  the
peculiar  interplay  between  linguistic
proficiency and the impulse to scrub digital
footprints  but  also  beckons  scholars  and
language  enthusiasts  to  mull  over  the
perplexing dance between linguistic aptitude
and  the  digital  domain.  The  whimsical
nature  of  these  serendipitous  connections
invites  lighthearted  musings,  all  while
prompting deeper inquiries into the nuances
of language cognition and digital behavior.

In this dance of statistical significance and
linguistic  whimsy,  our  findings,  although
delivered  with  a  wry  smile,  lay  the
groundwork  for  a  more  interdisciplinary
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approach  to  unraveling  these  seemingly
whimsical connections. As we embrace the
unexpected fusion of linguistic expertise and
digital privacy, we're reminded that even in
the  statistical  realm,  there's  room  for
lighthearted  musings  and  serendipitous
connections.

6. Conclusion

In  the  annals  of  academic  inquiry,  few
studies  have  unearthed  a  correlation  as
unprecedented  and  quirky  as  the  one
between  Bachelor's  degrees  in  foreign
languages,  literatures,  and  linguistics  and
the  predilection  for  erasing  one's  digital
footprints.  Our research has shed light  on
this captivating entanglement, showcasing a
remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9809382,  akin  to  finding  a  well-
camouflaged  chameleon  in  a  room full  of
brightly  colored  socks.  The  statistical
significance of  this  relationship is  as clear
as  the  grammar  rules  in  a  linguistics
textbook.

The implications of this correlation reach far
and  wide,  inviting  scholars  to  ponder  the
clandestine  communication  between
language  proficiency  and  the  impulse  to
scrub online history,  akin to embarking on
an  Indiana  Jones-like  quest  through  the
labyrinth  of  linguistic  cognition  and  digital
privacy. It appears that the digital realm has
its  own  lexicon,  and  individuals  with  a
penchant for linguistic pursuits may harbor a
hidden desire to edit their virtual narratives,
much  like  a  skilled  wordsmith  editing  a
manuscript.

The  revelation  of  this  correlation  not  only
has implications for the fields of linguistics
and digital privacy but also beckons forth a
hearty chuckle at the unexpected twists and
turns of academic exploration. As we wrap
up this  unusual  yet  insightful  journey,  it  is
clear  that  the  study  of  language  and  the
digital domain holds more mysteries than a
cryptic  crossword  puzzle,  and  no  more

research  is  needed  in  this  area,  lest  we
uncover  even  more  delightfully  peculiar
connections.
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